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GLAMORIZING N. Y. FAIR 





Detroit Business Riled at Coughlin 
For Impression He Gives of Town 


Detroit, April 9. 

Traducers and professional irrita- 
tors, such as Father Charles E. 
Coughlin and the Rev. Gerald L. K. | 
Smith, who spread ‘false’ stories of | 
conditions in Detroit, were slapped 
hard by Harvey Campbell, vice- 
president and secretary of the De- 
troit board of commerce, as Detroit 
opened its ‘Advertise Detroit’ cam- 
paign last week. 

‘Out over the national networks | 
from Detroit each Sunday,’ Campbell | 
told the Detroit Athletic Club 
Beavers, ‘go tales which make this 
city seem to be an impossible place 
to live. I don’t care whether the 
speaker be a former Louisiana 
preacher or a Catholic priest—that 
stuff is wrong. It’s a shame that we 
have to have professional irritators 
in Detroit who stir up the town and 
who stir up opinion’ elsewhere | 
against us.’ | 

Campbell did not mention either 
Coughlin or Smith by name but left 
no doubt about whom he was speak- 
ing. The ‘Advertise Detroit’ cam- 
paign will comprise at least $100,000 
to carry city’s fair name to all cor- 
ner of the country. Sum appears 
small for a big-time undertaking, but 
Detroit bigwiggies may kick in more 
later on. 








3 H’wood Names In Race 
For Nat'l Dem Delegates 


Hollywood, April 9. 
Race for delegates to the Demo- 
cratic National Convention has at 
least three Hollywood names pres- 
ently in the running, one on each 
(Continued on page 2) 


Cohan Film Up - 
Again; One On 
Ringling Also 


Deal for a film in which George 
M. Cohan may appear, may be co- 
producer and will be principal sub- 
ject, is being negotiated with h.o. 
execs of several major companies in 
New York by Coast agent Mrs. Ad 
Schulberg. Mrs. Schulberg is mak- 
ing a flying visit back to the Coast 











Artie Shaw’s Concert 
Idea via S. Hurok; 
Goodman’s Encore 





Artie Shaw will concentrate his 
efforts on a concert of symphonic 
jazz that he figures on giving in 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y., latter part of 
May. He is also considering making 
& concert tour in the fall. 
interested Sol Hurok, concert mana- 
ger, in the venture and the latter 

(Continued on page 32) 


CHURCH’S (DATE NIGHT’ 
NO AID TO FRIDAY BO. 


| 
Buffalo, April 9. | 

Buffalo's Pilgrim Congregational 
Church has thought up a new head- 
ache for theatre managers. 

Girls and boys of the populous 
Elmwood district will no longer 
have to wonder where to go on 
Friday nights. That will be ‘date 
night’ with youngsters going to the 
church to pick their own partners 
for dancing, reading, cards, checkers 
and an evening of sociability, whether 
members or not, and all under proper 
chaperonage. 

The idea is credited to Rev. Rufus 
Ansley, pastor, former football 
coach at Duke University, who in 
his last pulpit at Syracuse inaugur- 
ated similar ‘date nights’ with at- 
tendance running to capacity and 


Over 100 couples frequently turned 
away. 








Shaw has | 


on the deal over the coming week- 
| end. 
Negotiations, in the talk stage, off 
|and on for several years, have al- 
ways been stymied by Cohan’s de- 
mands for a voice in story, produc- 
tion, cast, etc. It is hoped to get 
around standard resistance by the 
maiors to such requirements by set- 
(Continued on page 18) 


Bowling’s 18,000,000 
Weekly Fans Put 10 
Strikes on Show Biz 


Chicago, April 9. 

Fight years ago it was miniature 
golf that panicked indoor show busi- 
ness, but bowling, which has surged 
upward in the past couple of years 
to a new high in public interest, is 
today playing to an estimated 18,000,- 
000 weekly. Of this number, fully 
6,500,000 are women, the bread and 
butter of the film biz. 

Bowling has been around for years, 
but it was always associated with the 
pool and billiard parlor in the minds 
of the public, which meant strictly 

(Continued on page 10) 

















JIMMY WALKER’S SHORTS 


Jimmy Walker may do a series of 
shorts for Julius Singer, producer 
formerly with Universal. Ex-mayor 
of New York was to talk over the 
proposition last night 
with Singer. 





a part. 


!and Rose turning into a Cain-and- 


PLENTY OF S.A. 
FOR THE MIDWAY 


Girl Shows and Name Bands 
—Rose and Todd Plus 
Fair’s Own ‘American 
Jubilee’ Revue 








SPACE 95% SET 





The New York World’s Fair mid- 
way, last year as gloomy as a Euro- 
pean minority, is being given a shot 
of glamor for the second trip around, 
chiefly via a plentitude of new girl 
show setups. There will be many 
times more femmes in amusement 
zone shows this year than last, plus 
plenty of production values. 

It’s paradoxical that the midway 
concessionaires will spend more 
money this year than the opening 
season both for talent and physical 
setups, but that’s explainable by the 
n.g. draw of the midway in 1939 due 
to its bleak outlook from the very 
beginning. This season’s plans will 
make it fully a Great White Way, as 
it’s being ballyhooed. 

Billy Rose’s Aquacade and Bar- 
bary Coast, the Fair’s own ‘Ameri- 
can Jubilee’ (with a cast of 300), 
Mike Todd’s ‘Streets of Paris,’ ‘Old 
New Orleans’ and ‘Opry House,’ plus 
some other concessions that'll use 
girls, will give the N.Y. Fair far 
more s.a, this year than last. These 
spots also are going on the nut heav- 
ily for costuming and scenery. Todd 
will also go in for name dance bands 
at the Dancing Campus (nee Merrie 
England). 

In ’39 the midway business was 
virtually concentrated at two spots, 
Rose’s Aquacade and Todd’s ‘Hot 
Mikado’; this year the attractions 
will be more varied, with the former 
Alphonse-and-Gaston act of Todd 


Abel routine because of the keen 
(Continued on page 47) 


Commerce Dept. Awards | 
Ebsens Dance Patent 





Washington, April 9. | 
An ‘honorary patent’ was awarded | 








Bea Lille to Make 











London, April 9. 
Beatrice Lillie is to make her first | 
appearance in a British film. Eng- | 
lish comedienne, however, has been | 
in a number of Hollywood produc-| 
tions. 
A Robert T. Kane production, it’s | 
called ‘Mademoiselle from Piccadilly.’ 


Myron Selznick 
Charges 20th Is 
Jamming His Bi 


Los Angeles, April 9. 
Old dispute between Myron Selz- 
nick and 20th-Fox moved into Su- 
perior Court, where the agency filed 
a suit asking an injunction to pre- 
vent the studio from interfering 
with its business. Listed as de- 








Darryl F. Zanuck and Lew Schrei- 
ber, who are accused of inducing 
those under contract to the studio 
to break their contracts with the 
agency. 

Complaint asserts that 20th-Fox 
officials announced through the press 

(Continue@ on page 44) 


2 Vaudeville Acts 








Ad Lib in Theatre 
Fire, Averting Panic 





Atlanta, April 9. 
A serious panic was narrowly 


Her Ist British Pic 


fendants are Joseph M. Schenck, | 


Ohio River Showboat, 1940 Version, 
Will Pay Guesters $1,000 a Week 


| Pt. Pleasant, W. Va., April, 9. 

Capt. Billy Bryant, veteran show- 
| boat operator, has succumbed to the 
| radio influence and is planning a 
|guester policy this season. He'll 
| pay up to $1,000 a week for names 

to appear on his showboat. Idea is 
for them to go into. the cast for oc- 
casional shows or to do an act in 
connection with the regular play. 
Players may be from Hollywood, 
legit, vaudeville or radio, but they 
must be strong names. 

Currently tied up at this Ohio 
River town and readying his craft 
for the summer, Bryant will prob- 
ably cover a limited route this sum- 
mer. Intention is to go downstream 
only as far as Cincinnati. Showman 
in recent years has increasingly gone 
in for extended runs at various 
stops, with a sizable repertory of 
plays and change of bill nightly. 
| Season opens about the middle of 

May and extends through Labor 
Day. 

George M. Cohan has given Bry- 
| ant the right to use any of the shows 
| he authored. 
| 


‘Phonograph Discs Are 
Back in Wooiworth’s 
After Seven Years Out 


Woolworth chain has resumed the 
sale of phonograph records. It’s 
| added the Decca product on an 
experimental basis, with the discs to 
| sell at 35e. The Decca releases have 
| been placed with stores in several 
| stragetic spots and if the arrange- 
ment works out, more counters will 
be added. Tieup involves plenty of 











| merchandising, which includes win- 


dow displays and the grinding of 
records over a store loudspeaker. 
Phonograph records have been out 
(Continued on page 35) 


ROBT. E. LEE BUILDUP 





AS HERO BY DUPONT 


Robert E. Lee will be heroized on 


averted by performers Thursday (4) 
at the Roxy here when fire broke 
out backstage during the vaudeville i 

| DuPont's ‘Cavalcade of America’ on 


; ; ae Ww i: f, ee og : 
performance an wynn . =e | April 23 in a special broadcast over 
who was on the stage at the time, NBC from the 5,000-seat auditorium 








(Tuesday) ; Commerce Department 


today (9) by 


the United States | and Jean Carroll and Buddy Howe, ' 


at Richmond, Va. This occurs dur- 


Patent Law Sesquicentennial Com-;| mixed comedy team, held the audi- | ing Confederate memorial week and 


mittee to the dance team of Vilma | ence for 25 minutes from running for 
and Buddy Ebsen. Novel promotion | 
stunt included introduction of a new |} : ; 
dance—the ‘Kokee Kokee’—before , until the house had emptied quietly. 
representatives of the committee, | 
Commerce Department, Patent Bu-| switchboard wire during the second 
reau officials and their guests by the} show of the day. Smoke billowed 
brother-and-sister team now appear- , out from the wings while Miss Wynn 
ing at Loew's Capitol here. was working, whereupon Carroll and 

Announcement of the patent—first; Howe rushed out on the stage to 
of its kind—was made by the staid, quiet the crowd. By the time the 
committee, | firemen arrived the smoke was s9 
which did not aitempt to outline the dense the performers hardly could 


the doors, singing and telling gags 


Series would be tabbed ‘Jimmy | new dance beyond saying that ‘it is' be seen. 
Walker’s Family Album’ and Betty | described by the Ebsens as an ultras | 
Compton (Mrs. Walker) would have | modern dance reflecting the indus-!as result of the fire, reopening for 


House was closed for three hours 


trial age and the spirit of the 1940’s.’| the last show that night. 


Fire broke out due to a faulty. 


75 years after Lee’s surrender. Du- 
Pont previously did a Lincoln stanza 
in Chicago. ; 

For the Virginia jaunt, B.B.D.&O. 
will ship several actors from New 
York and supplement them with 
members of the Richmond Theatre 
Guild whose southern accents will be 
the mccoy. Don Vorhees will baton 
_an all-local orch for the musical sup- 
port. 

Story material will be extracted 
from a Pulitzer prize biography of 
| Lee by Dr. Douglas Freeman, a Vir- 
ginian. 

Walter Hampden was chosen yes- 
terday (Tuesday) for the role of Lee. 
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Rinoling Circus Runs Overlong in NY. 
Debut, but Better Than Last Year's 


By JACK PULASKI | 
First night Friday (5) of the 26- | 


day date in Madison Square Gar- 
den of the Ringlings, Barnum & 
Bailey circus earned additional 
billing of ‘on too long,’ but, when 
snapped up and cut, this season's 
big top should have a much better 
performance than last year’s show. 
There is a welter of new turns, 
mostly imported. — 

It was the longest show in six 
years and exited at 12:45 am., a 
span of four hours and five minutes. 
Outfit could not get possession of 
the Garden until early Thursday 
morning, Performers and crew did 
not put on the finishing touches un- 


1il early in the evening of the pre- | 
miere, so time out for a snack held 


ihe start until 20 minutes to nine. 
There could be no dress rehearsal, 
iherefore no opportunity to get a 
Jine on the running time of a num- 
ber of turns that wore out their 
welcome. John Ringling North and 
his brother, Henry (Buddy), the 
young men who operate the Ring- 
ling show, were inclined to allow 
ihe performers a free hand. It was 


a rather dressy first night and one of | 


the best attended. Many in evening 


clothes walked and missed several | 


thrills that came after midnight. 

Show is easier to watch than 
heretofore because of a profusion of 
solo or feature acts. 
average customer has been dizzy 
irying to lamp all that goes on and 
that has been one of the lures of 
the circus. Impression provided by 
the foreign performers was that they 
were well chosen. 

Very Colorful 


In color, the Ringling show has | 


never been more attractively 
diessed, that going from the open- 


ing spectacle, ‘The Return of Marco | 


Folo. The gay tones of the cos- 
jumes and the various trappings 
registered distinctly with the first- 
nighters. Spec was designed by Max 
Weldy, foreign designer. Six bands 
sre used during the procession, 
which lasts about 10 minutes. Spe- 


Formerly the | 





{ 
| 


Fleeting Flame 





Chicago, April 9. 

An elderly lady drove up in 
her car recently at McVickers 
theatre and explained she was 
the granddaughter of the man 
who had built the theatre and, as 
a matter of sentiment, she would 
like to just look around, 

‘Was your grandfather a Bala- 
ban or a Katz?’ asked the young 
moderne, who came when the 
usher pushed a buzzer. 





‘Mrs. Roosevelt Will 
Donate Her Radio 
| Income to Quakers 














Philadelphia, April 9. 

The American Friends (Quakers) 
Service Committee, with headquar- 
| ters here, will receive the proceeds 
for the broadcasts aired by Mrs. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt over NBC net- 
work starting April 30. 

The program will be aired twice 
weekly and is bankrolled by Sweet- 
heart Soap. The Friends Commit- 
tee has been the recipient of most of 
Mrs. Roosevelt's radio and literary 
earnings. It has devoted itself 
largely recently with aiding civilian 
victims of European conflicts. 


MRS. EVERETT CROSBY 
WAXING FOR DECCA 











| Another in the family, Florence 
|George (Mrs. Everett Crosby), has 
{become a Decca recording artist. 
| Both east on a holiday, Miss George 
idid some waxing of ballads for the 
|company in New York. 


Colbert, War Reporter 


Hollywood, April 9. 
Claudette Colbert's next starrer at 
Paramount is ‘Arise My Love,’ a tale 
of a woman war correspondent in 
Spain. 
Shooting starts early in June with 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr., producing. 


JOLSON, KEELER, 
RAYE IN ‘HATS 


A switch in the book and partial 
change in management switches Al 
Jolson, Ruby Keeler, Martha Raye 
and others lined up for ‘On The 
Line’ into ‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ 
which had been announced by Alex 
A. Aarons and George Hale. ‘Hats’ 
has a book by Guy Bolton, Eddie 
Davis and Matt Brooks, with songs 
by E. Y. Harburg and Burton Lane. 
Jolson and Lee Shubert will have the 
major interest in the show, with 
Aarons also having a piece. 

Sid Silvers and Jack Yellen were 
to have supplied the material .for 
Jolson, but. it was stated that the book 
was not ready. As there are a num- 
ber of commitments to actors for a 
definite opening date in Detroit, fur- 
ther delay was ruled out. Known, 
; (Continued on page 41) 


Catholic Actors Guild 
Benefit Grosses $12,500 


Catholic Actors Guild grossed 
around $12,500 on its 26th annual 
benefit entertainment and ball Fri- 
day night (5) at the Commodore 
Hotel, N. Y. Revenue from the pro- 
gram amounted to about $10,000 of 

















the total. In previous years a ban- 
quet always was part of the event. 

Masters of ceremonies included | 
George M. Cohan, the organization's 
president; Thomas’ B. Mitchell, 
George Jessel, Alan Dinehart, Lyle } 
Talbot, Benny Baker, Hal Skelton 
and Father Flanagan, of Boys Town. | 








Meantime Jack Kapp, Decca prez, | 
| rushed west to personally supervise | 
| Bing Crosby’s recording of the new | 
|tunes from ‘If I Had My Way’ (U). | 
| Bob Crosby’s band also waxes for 


Pic Politicos 


|___ continued from page 1. 











Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





There's Still Snake-Oil in the Circus 


Upstairs in the Garden, the Circus is studiously abreast of the times It 
makes with the latest thing. A p.a. system distributes the gentlest sy lable 
of the ringmaster’s literate announcements, faultlessly pronounced. Artis- 
tic lighting edits the acts, underlines only the punch. Good taste controls 
the costumes, inhibits tinsel, orders the whole show. Roustabouts are ac- 
coutred for a John Murray Anderson production, sky-blue overalls, red 
berets, red stars on their chests. The band’s uniforms fit. The opening 
spectacle, “The Return of Marco Polo,’ parades confident in the results of 
its scholarly research. The manner is chic, contemporary, aware, re- 
strained. 


Artists dreamed a circus in ‘Jumbo; the Ringling Bros. have made it 
come true. Upstairs in the Garden, it’s a circus with modern science the 
atrical art, and no place for nostalgia, However, downstairs in the Garden, 
they’re selling snake oil still. i ’ 

For downstairs in the Garden, there's Gargantua the Great, and by the 
side of his cage, there's a fellow talking confidentially, , 


If he doesn't say, ‘Step a little closer, boys,’ it’s because he’s doped it 
out so that he doesn’t have to. He just pitches his voice low, so they've 
got to shove close to hear it. He keeps it down, too, because he'd rather 
Gargantua didn’t hear what he’s saying. Gargantua’s locked in an air- 
conditioned cage with double panes of glass, but just the same this fellow 
isn’t taking any chances. He wouldn't want to hurt Gargantua’s feelings 
letting him know he's discussing his private life. Besides, it wouldn't be 
good for Gargantua to listen to some of the things he tells about. Gargan- 
tua’s not old enough, he isn’t ready for the facts of life. 


Gargantua wouldn't understand the things that happen when a gorilla 
mates with a lady; so why worry him, this fellow says it never works out 
anyway. The offspring, this fellow says, dies the moment it’s born. And 
apparently this fellow knows what he’s talking about. He uses scientific 
terms. He says embryo and period of gestation over and over again. Any- 
body can tell he’s observed countless numbers of cases of gorrillas mating 
with human beings; from his familiarity with the facts about such unions, 
they happen all the time.. 


Every once in a while, this fellow looks quickly over his shoulder at 
Gargantua, who luckily hasn't heard a thing, otherwise he wouldn't be so 
engrossed in his rubber tire; then, reassured, this fellow continues quietly 
with his lecture. It’s most instructive, but in case anyone should want to 
pursue further his study, of gorilla habits, this fellow’s got a pile of books 
at his side that the students can buy for 10c, one dime. Well, this fellow’s 
introduction to his particular branch of zoology is so interesting, he doesn't 
have to do much prodding. It’s fine to see the thirst for knowledge spring 
up all over his audience; as soon as he’s slaked it, he leaves for the other 
side of the cage, where his next class is assembled waiting. 

Gargantua himself cooperates with the professor quite sensitively. (Any- 
way, he was cooperating opening night.) When the professor's talking 
about humdrum things, such as diet and exercise, Gargantua acts the 
showoff and becomes an entertaining little cuss; when this fellow explains 
various manifestations of the more fundamental urge, Gargantua retires to 
a corner of his cage and broods. He’s too regular to steal this fellow’s big 


| scenes, it seems. He can’t help the black looks the rest of the freaks give 


him, waiting for his overflow. He can't help being Gargantua. They ought 
to be grateful, the rest of the freaks, for the draw he sometimes shares 
with them. What have they got to offer that’s so extraordinary? A leopard- 
spotted man, Siamese twins, fire-eaters, a fat girl, a lady who dresses in 
snakes—come right down to it, they're nothing but people. And what are 
people, the professor says, why they're nothing but Gargantua’s cousins, 





a res 





cial costuming extends throughout | 

















the show, lending the idea that the 
cost was high. 
dolled up, their work clothes being 
pale blue denim, with white shirts 
and scarlet caps. Quite a change 
fiom the drab clothes of last season. 

Alfred Court, French animal train- 
€: with a great rep, is first feature 
emong the imports. His turn is 

(Continued on page 47) 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Myron C. Fagen. 
Henry Fonda, 
Ray Milland. 
Mr. & Mrs. George Murphy. 
Floyd B. Odlum. 
Bjjl Orr. 

Joe Pasternak. 
Tyrone Power. 
Gene Raymond. 
John Roche. 
Milton Shubert. 
Edwin Weisl. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Richard Alden. 
Bernard Brown. 
Rex Cole. 

Ted Curtis. 

Harry Edington. 
Leila Ernst. 

Felix Feist. 

Lee Garmes. 

Bij] Goetz. 

G. V. Gontard. 
Mitchell Hamilburg, 
E. H. Hansen. 
William J. Heineman. 
Eob Hussey. 

Arthur Jacobson. 
John Joseph. 
Clarence Budington Kelland. 
John Livadary. 
Bernard Luber. 

J. R. McDonough. 
K. F. Morgan. 

Tom Moulton. 
Elmer Raguse., 

Jack Runyon. 

Lou Ruppel. 

Loren Ryder. 
Joseph M. Schenck. 
William A. Scully. 
Douglas Shearer. 
Herbert Silverberg. 
Clifford W. Smith. 
Rosalie Stewart. 
James Street. 

Ward Wheelock. 
Jock Whitney. 

Billy Wilder. 

Darryl F. Zanuck. 


Even the crew is_ 


the same company. All are brothers. | ticket. Outstanding pair are Frank | 
Another Mrs. Crosby, Bing’s Dixie | Scully on the liberal Democratic | 
i Lee, previously did some waxings for | ticket headed by Lieut.-Gov. Ellis | 


A Problem in Oomph Harnessing 


The title ‘It All Came True’ tells it. It promises, and delivers, great 


| Decca, and repeats on occasion, more | Patterson, and Melvyn Douglas on/| 80bs of drool. It plays fair. For this reason alone it should be respected. 


or less as a lark, although they’re | the 


| commercially exploited. 


DIS-‘CONTENTED’ | 


Don Bestor Deprived of Own, Self- 
Authored Theme Song 











| 


| Don Bestor, whose band is —— 
picked up from the Rustic Cabin, 
Englewood Heights, N. J., by NBC, 
| had to dig up another theme song | 
| Monday night (8) because his old | 
themer, ‘I’m Contented,’ was being | 
used by the makers of Contented 
Milk on the same network. Curious 
|angle about the ban is that Bestor 
| himself wrote ‘I’m Contented,’ of 
| which Leo Feist, Inc., is the pub- 
lisher. 
| Bestor’s new theme song is another 
of his own composition, ‘I’m Not 
| Forgetting,’ which he had placed 
|; some time ago with Shapiro, Bern- 
| stein & Co, 





jall the dough.’ 


McAdoo-Olson _ ticket, 
which McAdoo has withdrawn. 

VarietY mugg emeritus Scully has 
asked actor Douglas to move over ' 
and join his side, or even take the | 
mugg’s place, arguing that ‘our side | 
has all the integrity and yours has |} 
Mugg added as a}! 
clincher, ‘My throat has worn out | 
getting a fragment of the New Deal | 
in California, so I'd like to make a/| 
deal with you. Ill write your} 
speeches in return for which you | 
must deliver mine.’ 

Garner ticket, hoping to squash 
mugg’s leadership which is based on | 
his polling 15,000 votes two years 
ago, has moved Frances (no rela-! 
| tion) Scully, NBC praiser, into the | 
| picture in the hope of adding to the | 
confusion. 

Mugg argues there is no split in 
Democratic ranks. ‘As far as Holly- 
wood is concerned,’ he explained, ‘I 
healed it with an axe.’ 


from | 








| Its said that only a comie can play | 
| tragedy. Charles T. (‘Pop’) Cam- | 
|eron, whose Four Camerons were! 
lone of vaudeville’s topflight laugh | 
acts, breathed life into these words | 
last week when he and his wife | 
| jointly committed suicide in a rented 
|} automobile near Boynton, Fla. He | 
was around 67; she, known to friends | 
‘for years only as ‘Mom,’ was! 
around 58. | 

Their suicide by carbon monoxide | 
‘gas was the culmination of a series 
| of reverses, financial and physical, 
; that dated back nearly four years. 
| First major blow was the complete | 
| destruction by fire of their elaborate | 
| home on their own Woods Island, in 
|the Thousand Islands near Clayton, | 
iN. Y. Around $45,000 in cash and’ 
;"Mom’s’ jewelry were in a strong 
box hidden in the house, but this | 
was empty when found. The theory | 
i then was that the Camerons, who | 
‘Continued on page 37) ' 





| Pop’ and Mom’ Cameron Suicide | 


| freezes it; her beautiful pear-shaped tones only make it answer back with 


In Fla. After Series of Reverses 








SAILINGS 


April 6 (Alexandria to New York), 
Fairid Simaika (Exochorda). 

April 6 (New York to Genea), 
Richard de Rochemont, Frederick W. 
Lange, Lewis Buddy, Jr., Mrs. Jo- 
seph Friedman (Washington). 

April 6 (New York to Bermuda), 
Everett Morris, Dwight Deere Wi- 
man (President Roosevelt). 

April 6 (New York to Genoa), 
Vincent Sheean, Diana Forbes- 
Robertson (Vulcania). 

April 5 «(New York to Argentina), | 
Artie McGovern, Maria Sermolino 
(Argentina). 

April 5 ‘New York to Chile), Gil- 
bert Miller (Santa Elena). 

April 2 (Genoa to New York), Jack 
Forrester (Manhattan). 


ARRIVALS 
Frank Braucher, Marguerite Spi- 
ridovitch, Leon Kurzer. 











| orate the situation. 
| graphs the models in color, picks pretty ones and gives them billing, takes 


| Maybe they’re just stunned because the approach is new, the Reds. 


| Or Why George Black Gave Freddie | demur, 


j act, Freddie Morgan asked for $25 


Drool abhorers can have no kick coming. If it snagged them unawares, 
let them kick themselves. 

It used to be Damon Runyon, instead of Louis Bromfield, who wrote the 
‘It All Came True’ story. Mr. Runyon used to be the boy who pitted bad 
‘uns against good ‘uns, and used to watch the bad ’uns turn good, and 
never the other way around. Mr. Runyon used to mine the heart of gold 
way down deep in the quartz exterior. And now after all these years he 
finds himself with. a disciple. In recollection Mr. Runyon used to be 
swifter about it, or maybe he was the first. At any rate it seems now 
that he hewed to a straighter story line; still, his were just story ideas, 
and never a great big sprawling novel to hack into that certain shape. 

Whatever the cause, even for its kind, ‘It All Came True’ is all jagged 
around the edges. It trusts to luck that somebody will be bright enough 
to understand the past relationships and situations it hurries over. It just 
doesn’t know how to explain them and that’s that. All right, sc it isn't 
adroit. 

So neither is Ann Sheridan. But she, at least, is direct. She's positive. 
About what, she doesn’t know: but she’s positive. Dynamic, she is. Make 
an impression right away. Show them you've got personality, vitality, 
energy, show them. Miss Sheridan dues. She's got something; something 
lunges out from the screen. One day someone will teach her how to har- 
ness it, and she'll find she’s really got something there. 

New-Style Fashion Film Spieling 

Every time the fashion clip raises its pretty head and dainty voice in 
the newsreels, something violent overcomes the audience. It growls irri- 
tation or hoots derision or moans resignation or (sometimes) sighs wanting 
that. It just can’t take the fashion clip lying down. The mellifluous com- 
mentator, instead of soothing the audience with her honeyed words, some- 
how drives it wild. Her friendly wanting to be one with the mob only 


gutturals. No matter how hard she tries, they just don’t get along. 

It's possible that the audience really loves beauty and so doesn't like 
the clothes, or wants to see a lovely face made up and lighted for the 
screen the way the feature picture does it. Or it’s been taught that ladies 
who talk like the commentator are usually members of women’s clubs 
who have delusions of film censorship. Or are mothers-in-law. Or vil- 
lainous English heiresses. Or Joan Crawford in the old days. 

Whatever it is, Fox Movietone has decided to do something to ameli- 
It’s trying something. It watches the makeup, photo- 


the clips out of the newsreels and makes them stand alone as shorts, and 
turns over to Ilka Chase the dangerous chore of prattling about whats 
going on. Miss Chase beats them to the gun by finding what's going on 
just as funny as they do. So far there have been no riots. Maybe Miss 
Chase has discovered the right approach. Maybe it’s too soon to tell. 








’ | more than their usual salary, to 
SENTIMENT’S REWARD | which Black acquiesced without 
despite protestations from 


Val Parnell, the General Theatres 
Corp.’s booker, 

Getting over the surprise, Morgan 
was told by Black that he (Black) 
would never forget his act as it was 
the first he ever booked for GTC on 
his initial trip to America in 1929. 

Act was then Morgan and Stone 
and was caught by Black in Brovk- 
Bn, Ns. X- 


Morgan the $25 Raise 
London, March 26. 

There is still a little sentiment left 
in show biz. 

Among those auditioning for parts 
in George Black’s touring company 
of ‘Black Velvet,’ were Morgan and 
Hadley. When Black okayed the 
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A-YEAR NYU COURSE IN PIX 


No Technique Needed for Pic Acting, 
Says Welles; Sounds Theatre's Doom 


vv 








Pasadena, April 9. 
Orson Welles, who has yet to make 
his first picture, last week told an 
auditorium-full of teachers and as- 


sorted big shots of this millionaire 
purg what it takes to become a suc- 
cess on the screen. ‘Movie acting 
doesn’t require any technique,’ 
preached the Great One. It’s very 
little more than thinking. A good 
film actor should be honest (he 
didn’t elaborate there) and possess 
a hot personality.’ 

Shuttling over to the theatre he 
bemoaned the demise of the drama. 
‘Legit theatres are hard to hear in, 
unpleasant to look at and no longer 
a gala affair,’ he evaluated. ‘As an 
actor, I hope, but as an audience I 
see very little reason for the theatre 
to continue. It isn’t worth the 
money. An opening night wouldn't 
have the meaning it does if the thea- 
tre were really alive. The real fas- 
cination of the living theatre is that 
an actor may drop dead or shuffle 
off the stage muttering ‘aw, nuts.’ 
He defined John Barymore as a 

(Continued on page 18) 


Twice as Horrible 





‘Johnny Got His Gun,’ the hor- 
ror piece, will be repeated by 
Arch Oboler on his next NBC 
series, but as an hour instead of 
a half hour. 


Benny-Allen Pic 
Being Set, Mark 
Sandrich In N.Y. 


Mark Sandrich, Paramount pro- 
ducer and director, who’ll handle 


reins on the Jack Benny-Fred Allen 
film this summer, trained into New 
York from the Coast on Sunday (7) 
to work on the picture with Allen. 
He was accompanied by scripters 
Zion Myers and Ernest Pagano. 

Benny is expected east next week 
to do two of his Sunday broadcasts 
from New York, and will sit in on 
the scripting during that time. Sand- 
rich and his writers will return to 
the Coast following the opening of 
‘Buck Benny Rides Again’ at the 
Paramount, N. Y., next week. Sand- 
rich also directed and produced 
‘Buck.’ 

Arthur Jacobson, Par’s chief tal- 
ent-digger, planed in from the Coast 
on Monday (8) ‘in search of three 
more William Holdens’ to fill out 
the studio’s roster of male leads. 














Frank Showmanship 
And Freak Ballyhoo 
Win Him Mayoralty 





Milwaukee, April 9. 

Showmanship unprecedented in 
local politics has swept Carl F. Zeid- 
ler, 32, on his first venture into an 
‘elective contest into office as mayor 
of ‘the beer capital of America.’ 
When votes were counted in last ’ — 
Tuesday’s election in the 12th largest | Holden, who debuted in Columbia's 
city in the nation, the youthful can- | ‘Golden Boy’ last year, Just com- 
didate had a margin of 12,115 ballots | Pleted work in Par’s ‘Those Were the 
‘over the veteran Socialist cam-| Days.’ Jacobson will look over tal- 
paigner, Daniel W. Hoan, mayor for | e"t lined up by Boris Kaplan, chief 
the last 24 years, and one of the| of the eastern talent office, and see 
best knonw executives of any city in | ll current Broadway shows, as well 
the United States. Zeidler polled | 4S some college and little theatre 
111,960 votes, Hoan, 99,845. plays in the east. He'll return to the 


Zeidler quit his job as assistant Coast in about three weeks. 
city attorney Jan. 1 and announced Third Par man from the Coast is 
he would run for mayor. He plunged Ray Milland, who arrived Monday 
into a series of meetings, each of (8) for an appearance on the Kate 
which gave voters a new thrill, | Smith broadcast. He'll return Sun- 


Glamour girls, hostesses, feminine | 44 (14). 


fre sng wen fowets | AVE CEL INICK WOULD 
FILM LIFE OF CHRIST 


ladies, all kinds of props and sound 
effects to drive home his arguments, 
Life of Christ will be filmed by 
David O. Selznick, the producer de- 


spotlights to center attention upon 
himself at the right moment and any 

clared in New York this week. He 
said he has no thought now of mak- 


number of other devices were uti- 
Foli >t ing i lease, but it 
oes ergere Giris ing it for 1940-41 release, but 1 











lized to make people talk about 
Zeidler. 
might appear on¢his schedule the | 
following year. He became so in- 
Must Return to Europe terested in the idea, he revealed, 
that he was about to purchase Sho- 











FIRST TIME: ALL 
PHASES OF FILMS 


Complete Academic Review 
of Technique, Arts, Mer- 
chandizing — Bachelor of 
Science in Motion Pictures 
Is the Ultimate Degree 








‘RADIO TOO 





‘B.S.M.P.’ will take its place with 
other alphabetical designations in 
the film industry, if present plans of 
New York University are carried 
out. Dean Maxwell McConn of NYU 
has been confabbing in the past few 
weeks with execs in various branches 
of the industry on establishment of 
a full four-year course in all phases 
of celluloidia. It would lead to the 
degree of Bachelor of Science in Mo- 
tion Pictures. 

Like many other universities, NYU 
already gives several courses in 
films, but this would be the first 





Beery’s 31 Years in Pix 





Hollywood, April 9. 

Thirty-one years in pictures 
and still a star, Wallace Beery 
celebrated his 55th birthday and 
his 13th consecutive year as a 
topflight actor at Metro. 

His boss, Louis B. Mayer, pre- 
sented him with a sword as a 
lieutenant commander in the 
U. S. Naval Reserves. 


WB's Idea With 
Indie Units Is 
A Miniature UA 














complete four-year curriculum end- 
ing in a degree. It would include 
such subjects as camera and lighting 
techniques, set-building and design- 
ing, personnel management, sales- 
manship, labor problems, motion pic- 
ture accounting and financing, pub- 
licity and advertising, newsreel, 
shorts, color photography, costuming 


(Continued on pagé"4) 





Gene Raymond Has 
Been Busy Writing 
Songs on the Side 





Gene Raymond is not a guy to put 
all his future hens in one container. 
Player revealed that trait last week 
when signed by RKO to a three- 


picture pact. He hasn’t been wasting 
time since Paramount passed his op- 
tion after he appeared in ‘Stolen 
Heaven’ for the studio in 1938. He’s 
been using the empty days, he stated, 
in studying musical harmony and 
theory under Hollywood teacher 
Jean Howard. 

Result of the effort will be known 
in a couple weeks when G. Schirmer, 
Inc., gives him an answer on two 
songs he brought into New York to 
place with the publishers. Numbers 
are not of the pop type, but serious 
stuff for trained concert voices. 





Warner Bros., now negotiating 
with three indie producers for their 
output next season and seeking as 
many more top-bracket, self-financ- 
ing picture makers as it can get, is 
understood planning a unique method 
of selling this product. It will add 
a separate sales force to its regular 
department to dispose of the inde- 
pendent reelage entirely apart from 
its own home-grown film. 

WB last week added its second 
indie, Jesse L. Lasky, who’ll turn 
out ‘Life of Sergeant York’ for its 
release. Lasky deal was originally 
being talked with RKO, but it is 
understood WB offer was better. 
Warners also has Frank Capra- 
Robert Riskin’s indie-made ‘Life of 
John Doe.’ 

Idea of WB is the setting up of its 


own little counterpart to United 
Artists. Inasmuch as quantity of 
product by indie producers is in- 


creasing so much next season, and 
the trend appears to be continuing 
in that direction, WB idea is that it 
might as well profit by distributing 
it through its already-established 
physical setup as anyone else. 


METRO’S OSBORNE PIC 
CALLS BILL ORR WEST 


William Orr, assistant to J. Rob- 
ert Rubin, v.p.-general counsel of 
Metro, left yesterday afternoon 








One’s tabbed ‘I Would Slumber’ and | (Tues.) by train to confer on the 


the other ‘Release.’ 
thored words and music. 


Schirmer, in January, published a | 
previous effort by the pic player, | 


‘Let Me Always Sing,’ written for 
his wife, Jeanette MacDonald, who 
has used it extensively on concert 
tours. She has also included it, with 
Raymond accompanying her on the 





lem Asch’s best-selling fictionaliza- 
tion of Christ’s life, ‘The Nazarene,’ 
of ‘A Night at the Folies Bergere’ | several months ago. He skipped it, | 
will be deported to their homes in|he said, when several _ Catholic | 
France and England as a result of | Papers published editorials indicating | 
the folding of the show here Satur- | Opposition to the book following re- | 
day night (6). Some of the girls ap- | ports he would buy screen rights. | 
peared at the office of immigration| Some Jewish protest also devel- | 
Officials tcarfully pleading against |oped after he had already given up 
being shipped back because cf war | the idea, he stated. As a result, when | 
danger, but they were turned down. | he makes the biography of Jesus it | 
The showgirls were brought here, Will be from an original script. 


ight months 0 iffor 
Paches ane wae oa ‘un 4008 Pic Work Trims ‘Romeo’ 
Run of Oliver-Leigh 





Philadelphia, April 9. 
About a dozen members of the cast 





bonds for each of them. Their stay 
here was for the duration of the 
show. Some of the principals and 
chorines were rehired by Fischer for 
the new edition of the ‘Folies,’ which Hollywood, April 9. 
he will present at the Frisco Fair. | Picture commitments at Metro, | 
where both are under contract, will 
/require return to studio of Vivien 


Runyon West in May | Leigh and Laurence Olivier at con- 
lusion of 15 or 16-week run with 


le 

On M-G ‘Turp’ Encore their play, ‘Romeo and Juliet’ in New 
Hollywood, April 9. | York. Opus opened for single week | 

Damon Runyon and Metro are at the Geary, San Francisco, last | 
talking another Joe and Ethel Turp | night (8), jumping direct to Chicago | 
Picture, to be produced in summer. | fc: two and a half weeks, and then 

; Writer, currently recovering from’ into New York for run. 

illness in Florida, is due here in May| Shakespearean opus, as presented 
for conferences with Edgar Selwyn, by Leigh-Olivier, is in 22 scenes, with | 
Who produced the first Turp film. {10 sets and a revolving stage. } 











piano, in an album of records made 
for Victor. 

Less successful was his effort at 
writing popular stuff. Irving Berlin, 


Inc., three years ago, published his | 


‘Will You?’. He received a first 


| check for $149 in royaltics on sheet 


music, he revealed, and a short time 
later got a demand for $49 back. 
Berlin said all the music had been 
returned by the dealers. 

Raymond was in New York about 


| two weeks, planing back to the Coast | 
| Friday (5) night. 
| his finished compositions, seek a pos- 


He came to bring 


sible Broadway legiter, and negotiate 
for a radio show. Instead of the lat- 
ter two, he got the RKO contract, 


'with the first of the three pix he'll | 
|make within a year being ‘Cross- | 


Country Romance.’ Player has ap- | 
peared in about a dozen starts on | 
the RKO lot. First was ‘Flying 
Down to Rio.’ A. and S. Lyons set | 
the new deal. 





Errol’s 6 for RKO 


Hollywood, April 9. 
Leon Errol inked a new deal with | 
RKO calling for six pictures a year. 
First is ‘$1,000 Marriage,’ to be di- | 
rected by Les Goodwins. 


Raymond au- | 


Coast in connection with ‘Osborne 
of Sing Sing,’ which Metro shortly 
places in production. 

John W. Considine, Jr., who will 
produce, asked Orr to come out in 
an advisory capacity in view of the 
fact Orr was State Superintendent of 
Prisons in New York when the late 


Thomas M. Osborne was warden at} 


Sing Sing. 





Shimmy for Billy Rose 
Gilda Gray will recall the shimmy | 
along with Eddie Leonard, Prof. | 
Lamberti, Wini Shaw and Blanche 
Ring, among others, as part of the 
new show being set by Billy Rose 
for his Diamond Horseshoe, N. Y., | 
nitery. Motif covers the ‘Wilson | 
Mizner era’ of 25 years ago, unlike 
the present show, which is in the 
Gay 90's mood. 

Present Horseshoe show shifts in- 
tact out to N. Y. World’s Fair into | 
Rose’s new Barbary Coast spot to)! 
make room for the above lineup. 





Ist Ice In H’ wood 


Hollywood, April 9. 
Ambassador’s Coctanut Grove will | 
be the first night spot here to go for 
an ice show. 
Dance floor is being frapped April 
30 for the William Morris booked 
troupe from the N, Y. St. Regis hotel, 
with Joe Reichman’s orchestra. i 








Ginsberg Shakes Up Par Personnel: 
Thompson, Leahy in Van of Exodus 


Hollywood, April 9. 


Shakeup at Paramount, instituted 
by Henry Ginsberg, new general 
manager in charge of studio opera- 
tions under Y. Frank Freeman, re- 
sulted in the departure of Fred 
Leahy, production control manager, 
and Harlan Thompson, producer. 
Leahy’s duties were taken over by 
Keith Glennan, former manager of 
backlot activities and now studio 
manager. Their work had over- 
— and caused unavoidable con- 
ict. 


Thompson's last picture was ‘The 
Road to Singapore.’ He had two pic- 
tures on his tentative schedule, ex- 
pecting a contract renewal, but nego- 
tiations were broken off. 

Other changes and eliminations in 
several departments are expected 
this week, along with a downward 
revision of the production schedule, 
Retrenchment is made imperative by 
the stoppage of foreign coin, due to 
war regulations. 

Appointment of Ginsberg does not 
conflict with George: Bagnall’s func- 
tions as executive general manager 
of the plant. ; 


Kate Smith Series Has 
Benny, Robson, Zorina 


Among Names Lined Up 


Jack Benny, coming east for the 
preem of his ‘Buck Benny Rides 
Again’ picture, will guest on the 
Kate Smith program April 26. On 
the same stanza Miss Smith will play 
one of the leading parts in a drae- 
matic sketch, Bernard Schoenfeld’s 
‘Johnny Appleseed,’ done first on the 
‘Pursuit of Happiness’ series several 
weeks ago. She'll do the part Walter 
Huston played. 

No decision has been reached 
about whether the Kate Smith show 
will go to the Coast for broadcasts 
during May. If the trip is made 
there will be three programs from 
Hollywood, beginning May 17, the 
first to plug the forthcoming 20th 
Century-Fox picture ‘Life of Lillian 
Russell.’ Pictures to be adapted for 
the other two Coast broadcasts 


(Continued on page 21) 
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Lou Diamond's Tragic Death at 47 


Points Warning 





The tragedy of Louis S. (Lou) Dia- | 
mond, 47-year-old Paramount execu- 
tive, who died with his dancing shoes 
on while on a social-business eve- 
ning, is being emphasized in New 
York show biz circles as warning 
signal to similar workers. The idea 
of having to make the noctural 
rounds and trying to be in one’s 
office the following morning to 
attend to normal business-execu- 
tive duties, caused plenty of the boys 
to take stock of themselves. Dia- 
mond’s keeling over shortly after 
Friday (5) midnight, at the Orrin 
Tucker band’s premiere at the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria hotel (N. Y.), was & 
grave shock. 

The Paramount Pictures Corp. of- 
ficial physician stated that Diamond's 
alleged heart failure reflected on 
him, because only recently the M.D. 
examined and okayed him for addi- 
tional insurance. In his prime, ap- 
parently fit, Diamond’s untimely 
death pointed up the need to equal- 
ize nocturnal business-pleasure hours 
with sufficient recuperative sleep 
and rest. 


Diamond was unique in show biz 
through his multiple activities as the 
Paramount film shorts’ supervisor, 
plus presidency of Paramount's two 
music publishing subsidiaries, Fa- 
mous Music and Paramount Music 
Corps. 

As a music man he didn’t rely sole- 
ly on Sid Kornheiser and his pro- 
fessional aides; Diamond himself 
went out and made the plugs. Asa 





film exec in the Par homeoffice he 
tried to maintain normal 
hours by beimg at his desk at 10 in 
the morning. 


and his wife, band booker Bill Fred- 
erick, Helen Charleston and others, 
Diamond was hosting a large music 
publisher's table at the Waldorf 
opening. He danced with Mrs. Tuck- 
er, senior and junior; Miss Charles- 
ten and others, all evening, from 


about 8 p.m. Dancing with him was | 


both a personal pleasure and regard- 
ed by Diamond as one means to 
keep fit. He had just finished a fox- 
trot to ‘Isle of May’ (one of his pub- 
lications) with Miss Charleston 


«vaudeville songstress), when he ex- | 


pressed himself ill, asked for a drink, 
and keeled over at 12:10 a. m. He 
died instantly. 

Most of the Famous and Paramount 
Music staff meantime had left the 
Waldorf’s Empire Room preem to 
double with Jimmy Dorsey’s opening 
at the Hotel Pennsylvania, but the 
grapevine summoned almost all of 
the Tin Pan Alley contingent at the 
Pennsy back to the Waldorf, but too 
late. 

Estranged from his wife, Celia, for 
some six or seven vears, Diamond 
was frequently seen in company of 
Helen Charleston. He has two sons, 
Paul and Dick, and three married 
sisters. Dick Diamond, 
mother, came on from the Coast to 
make funeral arrangements for ser- 
vices yesterday (Tuesday) at River- 
side Memorial, N. Y. 

Barney Balaban, president of 
Paramount, greatly shocked by Dia- 
mond’s death, commented that it 
mcent a big loss to the company. 
Difiicult to replace, ne decision will 
be mede as to a successor imme- 

(Continued on page 34) 





U Slate Reelected 


Universal Pictures Co. Ine.. 


sions held last Thursday (4), re- 
elected all present officers in each 
company _ respectively. 


routine business. 
The slate renamed for Universal 


Pictures included J. Cheever Cow- | 


business | 


| 


With Mrs. Orrin Tucker, the maes- | © : 
iro’s mother, songwriter Leo Robin i territory. 


with his 


and | 
Universal Corp., zt first annual ses- | while inspecting the Arion and died | Overtime, ete. 


to Show Biz Execs 


Zukor’s Far East Hegira | 


Next Fall; So. Africa Too: 


As chairman of the board of Para- 
mount carrying out general execu- 
tive functions at the home office, | 
Adolph Zukor may visit the Far 
East and South Africa in the fall. 
He is remaining in New York dur- 
ing the summer. 

The founder of Par recently re- 
turned from an_ executive trip 
through Central and South America. 


~_— 


Silverstone, Wanger 
On MPPDA Board; UA 


Not Quitting Hays Org 


Threatened withdrawal of United 
Artists from the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers and Distributors Assn. was 
smoothed over, with the company re- 
maining in the Hays ranks, as result 
of action taken at the adjourned ses- 
sion of the annual meeting of the as- 
sociation last Wednesday (3). Mau- 
rice Silverstone, president of UA, was 
elected a director for the coming 
year and Walter Wanger, a producer 
in the United Artists setup, also was 
named, thus increasing the Hays 
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Hollywood Anthology 


By BILL HALLIGAN 








Hollywood, April 9. 

This is the town your jack built. 

Where Rochester makes a straight 
man out of Jack Benny. 

This is the town of oil wells— 
H. G. and Orson. 

Where the car-hopper of today is 
the Hedda Hopper of tomorrow. 

Where four bells is not the time 
at sea but Jim ie Fidler. ; 

Where they call a spade a spade 
when it's in the hands of Hamlet's 
second gravedigger. 

Palm Springs—and hope springs 
eternal. 

‘Drums Along the Mohawk,’ ‘Ge- 
ronimo, ‘Alleghany Uprising’—and 


, Ann Sheridan 40 miles away. 


Where everybody has a book— 
‘Shirley Temple, Her Life and 
Times’. 

Where you can wake up a pauper 


-and go to bed a millionaire. 


The town of the Great Big No and 
a million little Yeses. 

Where Santa Anita is no relation 
to Santa Claus. 

The town of Sir Cedric Hard- 
wicke, Donald Duck, Charlie Mc- 
Carthy and Aldous Huxley. 

Footprints in the sands of Sid 
Grauman, 

This is the town that’s 100%—20% 
for calling for your laundry, 10% 
for your ever-loving agent, 13% for 
the Hollywood irack mutuels, 2% 
for Social Security (of thee I sing), 
55% failures—figures don't lie. 

Brother can you spare a dime? 








board membership from 16 to 17. 

Meeting Jast week was held be- 
cause several directors were out of 
the city on the annual MPPDA meet- 
ing date, March 25. United Artists 
had given notice about six months 
ago of intention to leave the Hays 
organization when alleging that a 
member company affiliate was not 
giving it fair treatment in the Chi- 
The formal notice 
would have made the withdrawal ef- 
fective last month. 


| Besides Silverstone and Wanger, | 


M-GMAKES GOOD 
10%, PROFIT 
ON ‘GONE’ 





other directors elected were Barney | 


Balaban, Nate J. Blumberg, Jack 
Cohn, Cecil B. deMille, E. W. Ham- 
mons, E. B. Hatrick, Will H. Hays, 
F. L. Herron, Sidney R. Kent, Sol 
Lesser, Hal E. Roach, George J. 
Schaefer, Nicholas M. Schenck, Al- 
bert Warner and Harry M. Warner. 

As per custom, the board of direc- 
; tors met immediately after being set 
for the coming year and named Hays 
|; president of the association and 
chairman of the board for the 19th 
consecutive year. 

Foreign situation occupied the at- 
| tention of the annual session Jast 
| week, with members being informed 
lof developments in Great Britain, 
| France and Australia by Hays and 
| Frederick L. Herron, latter being 





! . . 
| foreign chief as well as treasurer of | 


| the MPPDA. 
| Survey of latest developments in 
the foreign field, including the lat- 


| est data on Great Britain’s quota and | 


| foreign money setup and Australia’s 
| frozen money situation, came before 
|, the brief meeting of Hays office di- 
| rectors last Monday (8). This was 
an adjourned session from the pre- 
vious week. Directors likely will 
meet again early next week. 


MIKE MAYEN STRICKEN 








Minneapolis. April 9. 

Michael G. Mayen, 46, 
Twin City theatre man and district 
manager in charge of Minnesota 
i'Amus. Co. (Paramount) suburban 
houses in Minneapolis and St. Paul 
since 1927, suffered a heart attack 


| soon afterwards. 


Mayen started his theatre career 


/ managed houses in Duluth and St. 
| Paul. A widow survives. 


ON INSPECTION TOUR 


veteran | 


| In some instances, although there 
,haven’t been many, Metro has been 
forced to make up the difference on 
profit for ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
, where contracts called for a guar- 


| antee to the theatre that there would 
‘be a net return of 10%. Where such 
| cases have existed, the rental of 70% 
'to Metro is thus reduced in accord- 
lance with the 10% assurance to the 
exhibitor, 


Asked concerning reports from 
Canada that a number of engage- 
ments failed to hit the 10% profit 
' mark, requiring Metro to make it up, 
| William F. Rodgers, Metro. sales 
| head, declared that cases may have 
occurred above the border but that, 
so far as he knew, business to the 
theatres so far played up there had 
| been good, with Toronto particularly 
| big on an extended engagement. 
| According to Rodgers, the vast ma- 
| jority of contracts did not include 
j the provision calling for a 10% 
| profit guarantee. In exhibitor cir- 
cles it has been claimed that many 
| accounts did not want the guarantee 
| of 10% net on the ‘Gone’ picture be- 
cause they would have to expose 
_ their overhead to Metro. 
Rodgers stated that he had not 
‘heard exhibs did not favor the 10% 
| guarantee of a net return because of 
the overhead feature, his belief be- 
ing that in most cases rather than 
go into the details of this, calling for 
negotiations, they felt certain the 
profit would be 10% in any event. 
| Cases where the net has _ not 
reached 10% or over have occurred 
on first weeks of engagements, 
largely because of heavy overhead, 
| added expense for extra help, union 
Where there has been 
an extended engagement, the final 
| week in some instances has fallen 


Meetings | at the age of 15 as an usher. Later under 10% because of a sudden drop. 
held in N. Y., otherwise took up only | before joining Minnesota Amus. he | Th 


e Metro contracts guaranteed the 
'10% profit for each week rather than 


\ (Continued on page 16) 
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Other News Pertaining to Pictures 


ee 








Roosevelt's Globe and Sam Bronston’s. 
New Indie Unit Talking Merger 


Boles, Langford, Robeson 
In Coast ‘Show Boat’ 





Hollywood, Apri} 9. 
Negotiations are under way for the 
merger of James Roosevelt's Globe 


Los Angeles, April 9. | Productions and Samuel Bronston 
‘Show Boat,’ with John Boles and | Productions, with combo releasing 
Frances Langford singing the lead through United Artists. Globe, re. 


cently organized, has a UA producing 
deal but has made no pictures as yet, 
Bronston’s company was formed only 
a few weeks ago with the Schwab 
family (steel) money behind it ang 
he has been seeking a release dea). 


roles, opens the third season of the 
Los Angeles Civic Light Opera as- 
sociation May 13, under direction of 
Edwin Lester, 

Production is one of the most 
expensive ever staged in local light 





opera. Supporting cast includes} Although Bronston initiated the 
Guy Kibbee, Paul Robeson and | Giscussions, Roosevelt is undersiood 
peel . agreeable as it would relieve h'm of 


'the double responsibility of making 
|UA pictures and narrow gauge films 
ifor slot machines. He entered into 
lthe latter activity with the Mills 


C. J. Ryan’s Resignation ‘the latter activity ‘with the Mi 
May Speed LaGuardia’s _ ix the UA pact. ” 


| Insistence by Roosevelt that both 
Pet N y Film Prod Yen his name and Globe be retained in 
, er 0 ‘the new setup is believed now to 
—_—— be the only wrinkle to be ironed 
out. If deal jells, Rooseveli would 
look after the business end and 
Bronston, onetime European  pro- 
ducer, would handle actual produc- 
tion, 

Henry Henigson, general manager 
for Roosevelt's film enterprises. is 
looking after the 16 mm. nickel-in- 
the-slot production. Roosevelt's ac- 
'tivity in regard to the automatie 
projectors will be limited te film 
production. He has withdrawn his 
share of the financing of machine dis- 
tribution. 





Sudden resignation Friday (5) of 
Clendenin J. Ryan, Jr., aide to Mayor 
LaGuardia in the drive to bring film 
production to New York, is expected 
in informed quarters to speed up 
the campaign, if anything. It has been 
indicated that the mayor will name 
in his stead a man familiar with and 
well-known to the film industry. 

In any case, the drive will not 
cease but continue under the direc- 
tion of Herman Levin, who was 
Ryan's assistant in the Department 
of Commerce in charge of the film 
campaign. Levin is generally cred- 
ited by labor, financial and dis- 


the department, with whatever gaine REPORT WARNERS-SAX 
iwo deals reached since the start of REQOPENING B’KLYN LOT 


hizzoner’s drive, those of Nat Ross 














and Ben Hecht with Biograph ; as 

Studios and Columbia, took place | Sam Sax will reopen the Vitaphone 
while Ryan was vacationing in| (Warner Bros.) studio, Brooklyn, in 
Florida. about six weeks, resuming produc- 





Department of Commere head, heir tion of shorts at the plant, accord- 
‘to the Thomas Fortune Ryan mil- | ing to reports, Warners is reporied 
ilions, resigned after a tiff with an| backing Sax. 
jaide to the mayor while LaGuardia Latter is understood to be on the 
| was out of town. Battle resulted | Coast at present, following his re- 
| from the dismissal, while Ryan was! cent resignation from WB after hav- 
laway, of one of his assistants in| ing transferred to London where the 
| bringing new business, other than| war interfered with operations. 
| films, to New York. Ryan, who has; No confirmation of plans to re- 
;served the mayor in various capaci-| gyme shorts-making in the east 
| ties since the latter took office in| could be obtained yesterday ‘Tues.), 
| 1934, was credited with paying part! virtually all Warner executives be- 
of the expenses of the commerce de-' jng out of town. 
partment out of his own pocket. 
Deal currently closest to com-'! 
| pletion of a number pending for | 
eastern production is that of John} 
| Butler, former production manager | 
|for Paramount. He is understood to | 
have arranged financing and have| 
ja Story, but no distribution as yet. | 
| Ben Hecht, all set otherwise, is still 
| trying to get a male lead for his pro- | 


| duction, 
Political upheaval abroad since 


PASTERNAK HAS PLANS the book was bought as a best-seller 
| FOR FRANCISCA GAAL ‘Ses ar se nce ie 





H’ wood Switch on Sheean 


Hollywood, Apri) §. 
After four weeks shooting, Walier 
Wanger's’ production of Vincent 
Sheean’s ‘Personal History’ has 
emerged as a totally differeni story 
with the title ‘Foreign Correspond- 
ent.’ 





vised scripting. 








Joe Pasternak, Universal producer, 
planed to the Coast from New York 
| last night (Tuesday ), following a 10- 
day stay in the east, during which 
he signed Francisca Gaal to a one- 
| picture deal with options and hopped 
|down to Washington to gander the 
| locale ror a future Deanna Durbin 
| picture. 

Miss Gaal appeared in seven pic- 
tures made by Pasternak in Budapest 
| before he came to this country. In 


NYU Pix Course 


Continued from page 3.4 








and any other courses recommended 
by industry execs, as well as the 
standard writing, acting and direct- 
ing. Backgrounding the technical 
subjects will be plenty of broad, cal- 
tural courses, according to Dean Mc- 
|Conn. These will include English 
} fact, next Durbin picture which he and American literature, soc.ciegy, 
| is producing, ‘Spring Parade,’ is a | psychology, history, politics and 
remake of one he did with Miss | government, languages and fine arts. 


| Gaal abroad, and she will probably | NYU is currently teaching ‘The 
| be in it. Her last film, ‘Girl Down- |Cinema as a Literary Ari #na 
| stairs,’ made by Metro last season, | ‘Screen Writing,’ presided cve) by 


Robert Gessner, author of ‘Massacre 
(WB) and numerous books. Gessner 
has been pushing the idea cf the 
motion picture curriculum and hat 
laid out the courses. 


| was also a remake of a Pasternak | 
| European picture in which Miss Gaal 
appeared, ‘Katharine the Last.’ 
Pasternak declared the Hungarian 
actress never achieved outstanding 
success in America, although a fine 





|; actress, because parts were never 
properly tailored to her by Para- 
mount and Metro, for whom she 
worked. He said he has an idea in 
'mind to remedy that. 

Four days spent by the producer 
in Washington last week, he assert- 
ed, was to get a first-hand look at the 
locale of a story of Washington social 
life in which Miss Durbin will ap- 
pear following ‘Spring Parade.’ 

Reports that he was here for con- 
tract revision were labeled ‘pure 
bunk’ by the producer. He said his 
original contract was made in 1936, 
revised upward in 1938 and has until 
1943 to run. Same thing applies to 
Henry Koster, his director, he de- 
clared. 








| do more plays written by Canadien 


Urges Schools Train Radio Actors 
Regina, Sask., April $. 

Inclusion of dramatic training IP 
the high school curri@ium «# & 
means of raising the cultural level 
of Canada, was advocated by Rupert 
Lucas, supervisor of drama fo! the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporetion, 
Toronto, who was in Regina te ae)u- 
dicate the Saskatchewan) Dreaie 
Festival. 

He believed that the Jittle theatré€ 
movement could be of great benefit 
to radio drama, which required seme 
means of developing both actors #nd 
playwrights. He said he would jike 
to see little theatre dramatic g:cup* 


and based on the Canadian scene. 
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BRANTON’S BOOSTERISM 





Look Mag, Like Time, Producing 


Features as Well as Shorts 





a ee cae 


Look mag, copping a leaf from 
Time, will have feature pix released 
under its tag as well es the shorts 
with which it has been experiment- 
ing for some months. First full- 
length film to bear its banner will 
be ‘Lights Out in Europe,’ docu- 
mentary made by Herbert Kline, to 


pe released by Mayer & Burstyn. 
Other features will follow at nine- 
month intervals, while shorts will be 
released every six weeks, 

Look setup differs considerably 
from that of March of Time inas- 
much as the mag will have some 
editorial voice in the production of 
both the shorts and features, but no 
financial interest. Films are actually 
being handled by the American Pic- 
tures Corp. and their full logotype 
will be Look-Ampix Productions. 
Ampix will produce some of the 
reelage itself, but acquire most of 
the features from indies such as 
Kline. 

Major release is being negotiated 
for future features. The two shorts 
which have already been produced 


been distributed experimentally by 
Paramount, and it is expected that 
that company will Handle the entire 
output although several other dis- 
tribs are also interested. 

Prez and g.m. of Ampix is Barrett 
King, Chicago investment broker. 
He’s been in film financing for sev- 
eral years but this is his first active 
interest in production. Company has 
opened production offices on the 
RKO Pathe lot in Culver City. 

Outfit’s full-lengthers will all be 
documentary in nature and known 
as ‘Living History.’ Briefies will in- 
clude a filmization of some of the 
standard features of Look in addi- 
tion to popular trends on the Ameri- 
can scene. 


RKO TAKES NO ACTION 
ON NEW PFD. DIVIDEND 


RKO directors took no action on 
the payment of dividend on the new 


preferred shares, due to be paid 
May 1, when they met last week. 
Although the divvy requirement was 
earned in this quarter by the con- 
aolidated company, the board de- 
cided to adopt a conservative policy 
for the present because of uncer- 
tainties resulting from the European 
war and delayed making any dis- 
tribution. 

Both the common and preferred 
issues of the reorganized company 
will be listed on the New York stock 
exchange as soon as final approval 
is given by the Securities & Ex- 
change Commission. 


Schenck, Zanuck, Goetz 











East on U.S. Tax Quiz’ 





Hollywood, April 9. 
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DISNEY STOCK SLOW 


$25 Preferred Shares Not Being 
Gobbled Up 








Walt Disney preferred stock, of- 
fered to the public at $25 per share 
early last week, is not going over 
well, according to latest reports in 
Wall Street. Generally when a new 
issue is listed, it is gobbled up by 
the public or is in such demand that 
the price goes up. 

In trading yesterday (Tuesday) the 
shares still could be bought for $25 
in Over-the-Counter Market where 
it is being traded now. 


GRIFFITH ADDS 
DICKINSON'S 
4) HOUSES 


Lincoln, April 9. 

H. J. Griffith, Oklahoma circuit 
head, has bought 40 theatres in 28 
Missouri, Nebraska and Kansas 
towns, formerly called the Dickinson 
chain. Had made a stock invest- 
ment in the circuit a year ago, but 
Griffith became complete owner this 
weekend. 

Financial details not disclosed but 
property understood worth $1,500,000. 











Texas Atty.-Genl.’s Huddles 


Austin Texas, April 9. 

Circuit heads of the leading four 
Texas organizations spent a day last 
week here as they met with Attorney 
General Gerald Mann. Conference 
was an outgrowth of the recent in- 
vestigation by the Attorney-General 
of the files and books at various ex- 
changes and offices of the four 
groups. 

Upon receiving several calls from 
the heads of the organization asking 
for a decision in the findings of the 
investigators, Mann invited the heads 
of the Interstate, R. E. Griffith 
Theatres, Robb Rowley-United, Jef- 
ferson Amus. Co. and heads of major 
distributors to talk things over here. 
No major executives were here in 
attendance. although they were 
represented by George Wright, 
Dallas attorney. 

Among the theatre men present at 
the luncheon and conference were 
Karl Hobilitzelle and John Moroney 
of Interstate, Harold Robb, Ed 
Rowley and C. V. Jones of R&R, 
while Julius Gordon represented 
Jefferson. L. M. Rice, an attorney, 
represented the Griffith group. Also 
in attendance were R. E. Griffith, W. 
G. Underwood and Lloyd Rust of 
Republic. . 

The outcome of the conference is 
still a question. There has been no 
indication whether the Attorney 
General plans any legal action and 





Joseph M. Schenck, chairman of 
the 20th-Fox board; Darryl Zanuck, 
Production head, and William Goetz, 
V-D., Plane out Saturday (13) for 
Chicago and New York. They are 
scheduled to appeas in New York 
in regard to the inquiry the U.S. De- 
partment of Justice is making into 


what it will be based upon. 





| 
‘O’Donnell on the Coast 


Aligning Dallas Array 
Dallas, April 9. 
With town planning to go western 


— 


in a big way to show visiting moguls 
its impression of the good old wild 
and wooly, Variety Club here is still 


tax payments growing out of the 
20th-Fox merger. 


In Chicago, on Sunday (14) they 
will attend the company’s annual 
sales convention, at which Zanuck 


is skedded to make the keynote ad- 
dress. 


Werker Chucks ‘Pago’ 


Hollywood, April 9. 
Alfred Werker stepped out of the 








director job on ‘South of Pago Pago’ | 


after an argument with Edward 

Small over the handling of the story. 

Picture had been in work a week. 
New director is Alfred E. Green. 


setting the stage for the April 18-20 
national Variety Club convention, 
R. J. O'Donnell now on the Coast, 
dickering for guest stars, so far has 
Ken Murray as m.c., Ricardo Cortez, 
Dorothy Lamour, Ann_ Sheridan, 
James Cagney, Edward G. Robinson, 
Ray Milland, Roy Rogers, Tex Ritter, 
Alan Jones, Brian Donlevy, Bill 
Frawley and possibly George Raft 
' and Kenny Baker. 

Also due are execs Y. Frank Free- 
man, Cliff Lewis and Barney Bala- 
| ban of Par, Jack Warner and Bryan 
' Foy of WB, Darryl Zanuck of 20th- 
| Fox, Sam Katz and maybe Louis B. 
Maver of Metro. ‘ 








‘NO SUCH THING 
AS ABAD PIC 


General Manager of Tri- 
States Steams Up His Man- 
agers to Go Out and Sell 
"Em — Decries Increasing 
Attitude to Expect Ready- 
Made Boxoffice Films 








EXHIBS MUST CO-OP 





Des Moines, April 9. 


+ 


Selznick Sees Varied Admission 


Scales as Films’ 


Sole Salvation; 


Admits Costs Must Keep Mounting 





Rubbing It In 





Unhappy b.o. of ‘Abe Lincoln 
in Illinois’ has the story going 
the rounds of a meeting at a 
race track of Max Gordon, pro- 
ducer of the picture, and Charles 
P. Skouras, of Fox-affiliated 
theatres. 

‘Mox,’ Skouras shouted con- 
fidentally, half way across the 





Tri-States Theatre Corp. has a 
new slogan: ‘There is no such thing 
as a bad picture.’ 

Returning from Hollywood re- 
cently, G. Ralph Branton, general 
manager, held a meeting of district 
and house managers at which time 
he impressed upon them that, as ex- 


hibitors, they must start all over 
again to sell pictures if they want 
the industry to survive. 


He said the exhibitors themselves 
have had a big part in the present 
situation by their demands on pro- 
ducers for stars, and that this, plus 
production costs and the curtailment 
of European revenue, means. the in- 
dustry in order to survive must 
have the cooperation of exhibitors in 
putting pictures over. 


Branton warned that unless there 
is more enthusiasm and a greater 
effort on the part of exhibitors this 
new change cannot be dealt with, 
and that the result would mean at 
least a 50% curtailment of revenue. 
He charged it was an indictment of 
the exhibition end of the business 
when such pictures as the ‘Blue 
Bird’ (20th) and others of that kind 
could not be sold to the public. He 
said, ‘Every picture shown at our 
boxoffice is worth the admission 
prices asked. We have slipped into 
the habit of expecting the pictures 
to be made for us, depending upon 
personalities for our income at the 
box office. With the present over- 
head it would be impossible for the | 
industry to continue under these | 
circumstances.’ He reminded the | 
exhibitors that it is their obligation 
to sell any picture and he asked that 
they start emphasizing ‘theatre en- 
tertainment.’ 


The managers meeting adopted a 
resolution to carry out a definite 
campaign in the interest of the in- 
dustry and to this end -the three 
district managers, Evert Cummings 
of the Omaha territory, Joe Kinsky 
of the tri-cities, and Art Stolte of 
this territory, will hold a conference 
in Des Moines two days out of every 
week for the purpose of drafting a 
manual form for managers. Included 
will be 15 to 20 exploitation pro- 
grams from which each town on the 
circuit is to take six campaigns, 


or six of their own, and do them 
within one year from the date of the 
meeting. If there are two theatres 
in the town on the circuit, each 


The thought behind this is that | 
there will be a continued activity 
in each town which will tie around 
the entire campaign wherein the 
exhibitors will not depend upon box- | 
office pictures, but their activities 
will correlate new stars, good stories, 
and therefore start selling the in- 
dustry all over again. 


MacMurray’s WB Pic 


Hollywood, April 9. 

Fred MacMurray moves over to 
Warners June 10 to head the cast in 
‘One Sunday Afternoon.’ Move is 
the second half of a swap in which 
Pat O’Brien was loaned to Para- 
mount last fall for ‘The Night of 
Nights.’ 











Patricia Morison moved into the 


either those offered in the manual, | 


track, ‘they don’t want Lincoln.’ 








TO UPPING 
PRICES 


Columbus, April 9. 

P. J. Wood, setretary of the Ohio 
ITO, takes exception with statement 
of Barney Balaban, recently quoted 
in Variety, that prices at the box- 
office should fluctuate according to 
product quality. According to Wood, 
two obstacles stand in the way: fed- 
eral tax exemption too low to per- 
mit increases without paying high 
penalties in taxes, and quality of 
pictures would require a reduction 
in more cases than where increases 
would be permissible. 

While admitting prices might be 
boosted at intervals by first runs, 
Wood contended the nabes were 
forced by precedent to maintain 
standard prices. If more revenue is 
desired, Wood suggested a general 
permanent increase at the boxoffice 
—after the federal tax exemption 
matter is settled. 


WILL ROGERS DRIVE 














This year’s Will Rogers National 
Theatre week will be from April 25 
| to May 1, later than anticipated so 
' that services of Bette Davis, Judy 
| Garland and Kay Kyser could be 
| utilized for the making of a short, 
{ 
| ‘If I Forget You,’ which will be 
| screened in the country’s picture 
| houses in connection with the drive. 
Warner Bros., 20th-Fox and Metro | 
| are the studios donating their equip- 
ment for the making of the short, 
| details of which were worked out by | 
| Harold Rodner of WB’s h. o., now | 
back from Hollywood. Irving Caesar 
wrote the song to be used, entitled | 


house is to do no less than three. | ‘If I Forget You,’ and National Screen 


will distribute the briefie gratis. | 





Six Directors Dropped At _ 
20th in 6-Mo. Turnover 


| 
| 
| 





CITES HURDLES 


} need them. 
| Bergman are 


> 


Unique idea on the much-mooted 
question of upped admission prices 
was advanced by David O. Selznick 
last week. ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
producer declared that exhibs and 
public must be educated to a whole 
variety of admission fees to each 
house, the price varying with the 
quality of the film. 

It’s .preposterous,’ Selznick as- 
serted, ‘for a theatre to charge the 
same admission for a $75,000 quickie 
as it does for a $1,000,000 production. 
|; Some adjustment must be made in 
light of our loss of foreign income. 
We must get much more income 
from domestic sources and I am cone 
vinced we haven't plumbed the pos- 
sibilities in this country yet. Varied 
admission prices might do the trick.’ 

Selznick arrived in New York 
from the Coast last Friday (5) and 
said he will remain three weeks to a 
month confabbing with United 
Artists on foreign release of ‘Re- 
becca’ and Metro on _ distribution 
abroad of ‘Gone.’ He will also make 
a deal before he leaves, he said, for 
release of shorts he will make fea- 
turing Bob Benchley. This will prob- 
ably be through UA. Pact was made 
with Benchley some months ago and 
Selznick explained last week that 
he was not in any sense becoming a 
shorts producer but merely doing 
these because of personal friendship, 

Following his New York stay, 
Selznick said he will return to the 
Coast and start three months of 
vacationing, perhaps in South Amere 
ica. During his vacatior he will be- 
gin work on the script of ‘Joan of 
Are,’ his next film. This will be 
budgeted, he said, at $1,500,000 and 
will be whatever footage is neces- 
sary, although it is highly unlikely 
to run the three hours and 40 min- 
utes of ‘Gone.’ It will star Ingrid 
Bergman. He’ll do one other for 
UA next season, Selznick said, stare 
ring Vivien Leigh, but the story has 
not been selected. 

Staying UA 

Although thoroughly satisfied with 
the Metro deal on ‘Gone,’ Selznick 
declared it very unlikely that he'll 
release any future pix through any 
company but UA. ‘Gone’ deal re- 





FROM APRIL 25-MAY 1 Gavte throusn giving the ‘aim “to 


Metro. 

During his vacation, Selznick said, 
| his Coast staff will likewise take 
| time off, but the New York produc- 
| tion reps would continue to search 
| for story material. As for players 
| under contract to him, Miss Leigh, 
Miss Bergman, Joan Fontaine, Hat- 
tie McDaniel and director Alfred 
Hitchcock, they will all be kept on 
continuous loanout when he doesn’t 
Miss Leigh and Miss 
both currently in 
legiters and Hitchcock is directing a 
film for Walter Wanger. His next 
job will probably be James Roose- 
velt’s ‘Bat.’ 

Selznick declared that it is well- 
established in the industry that big- 
ger and more expensive pictures are 
needed to tap the great untouched 
portion of the American market. but 
in the process of making these more 
costly pictures many producers are 
going to go broke. He said costs 
can Only -be expected to continue 
their rise. The tilt is not, as gen- 
erally supposed, the result of star 
salaries, which amount to only 


| about 15% of total budget, but wages 
| to craft union workers, he explained. 
| These employes are entitled to what 


Holiywood, April 9. 
Heavy turnover in the director di- 


vision at 20th-Fox over a period of 
six months was climaxed by the sign- | 
ing of Fritz Lang a:i Shepard | 
Traube as pilots on the Westwood | 
lot. During the last half-year six di- | 
rectors, Roy Del Ruth, Alfred Wer- | 
ker, Sidney Lanfield, William Seiter, | 
Alfred E. Green and Herbert I. Leeds | 
were dropped from the contract list. 
In addition to the two newcomers, 
the directorial roster consists of 
Henry King, John Ford, Gregory 





| femme lead opposite MacMurray in 
| ‘Rangers of Fortune.’ which rolled 


Ratoff, Irving Cummings, Walter 
Lang, Otto Brower, Alan Dwan, H. 


| yesterday (Mon.) at Paramount. Sam | Bruce Humberstone, Norman Foster 


| Wood is directing. 


'and Ricardo Cortez. j 


they are getting, he declared, the 
solution for Hollywood being greater 
income, 


Scribs ‘Most Underpaid’ 

Another place where costs are go- 
ing to skyrocket, he predicted, is 
among writers. He termed the 
scribs ‘the most underestimated and 
underpaid group in Hollywood.’ 

Making observations on a wide 
number of other subjects pertaining 
to the industry, Selznick said: 

‘Five years from now all pictures 
will be in color. Color gives the 
producer ‘another fool.’ Only thing 
now holding it back is cost and that 

(Continued on page 12) 
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AS THE MAY 1 TRIAL DATE APPROACHES, 
‘CONSENT DECREE’ POSSIBILITY FADES 





8 Co-defending Majors Can’t Reach Any Accord— 
UA, Col and U Are Non-Theatre Owners—Pix 


Execs Meantime Say a Trial of U.S. Interference 


| 





in Biz Is Inevitable 





Settlement of the U. S. Govern- 
ment’s anti-trust suit against major 
film companies by consent decree is 
still a possibility before the formal 


taking of testimony starts on May 1. 
However, as each day passes without 
general agreement among the film 
companies on 2@ basis of settlement, 
the hope of terminating the action 
by such decree becomes increasingly 
uncertain. 

Industry executives, who should 
be in a position to know, declare 
some preliminary conversations have 
taken place between film _leaders 
and the Department of Justice. The 
present hitch is within the industry, 
and the inability of all the eight 
defendant companies to subscribe to 
a common program of settlement. 

Of the eight, five are charged with 
certain acts as result of their own- 
ership in theatre circuits. These are 
the affiliated companies, Loew’s, 
Paramount, RKO Radio, 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox and Warner Bros. The 
other three companies are Colum- 
bia, Universal and United Artists. 

Suggestion that the case might be 
settled by consent is not of recent 
origination. Certain industry forces 
have been in favor of working out 
with the Government the best pos- 
sible deal under the circumstances 
ever since the suit was initiated in 
July, 1938. Despite repeated denials 
by Thurman Arnold, head of the 
anti-trust division of the attorney. 
general’s office, that the U. S. was 
even interested in any settlement 
before trial, the statement is re- 
peated on good authority that a con- 


> 
+> 


Podell Bows Out 





When the anti-trust trial be- 
gins before Judge H. W. God- 
dard May 1, the Government's 
chief of staff will be Paul D. Wil- 
liams. David L, Podell, promi- 
nent New York attorney who for 
a time was engaged in prepara- 
tion of the prosecution and men- 
tioned for the spot of trial 
lawyer, has withdrawn from any 
participation in the proceedings. 
He left for California several 
weeks ago, and, according to in- 
formation supplied by his office, 
he is not expected to return to 
New York until the end of May. 

There was never any formal 
announcement by Thurman Arn- 
old, in charge of anti-trust divi- 
sion, as to Podell’s status in the 
case. 


Metro’s ‘Tortilla’ 1st 
Held by Par; Glazer 
Made Both Pic Deals 


Purchase of John Steinbeck’s 
novel, ‘Tortilla Flats,’ by Metro on 
Monday (8) was from Benjamin 
Glazer, who had bought it from 
Paramount when he left that lot as 
a producer about two years ago. 
One of Steinbeck’s earlier books, it 
was bought by Par for filmization 
four y .rs ago, before the author 
achieved distinction with ‘Mice and 
Men’ and ‘Grapes of Wrath.’ Par 














sent decree would be approved by 
Government prosecutors, provided 
the terms and conditions met the 
requirements. 

Willing to Try Self-Regulation 


Status of negotiations at the mo- 
ment is declared to be as follows: 
that four of the ‘affiliated com- 
panics,’ with Paramount dissenting 
from certain essentials, are willing to 
attempt a regulatory program of in- 


dustry operations, under a plan of! 


supervision which, at some future 
date, will be confirmed by Congres- 
sional legislation. Such a scheme, 
in the light of a trial date of May 1 
next, seems fantastic to some ob- 
servers who appreciate the difficul- 
ties and months of conferences and 
negotiations necessary to complete 
any elaborate plan. 

None of the three ‘unaffiliated 
companies’ (Columbia, Universal and 
United Artists) has expressed the 
slightest desire to become a party 
to any consent decree settlement, 
according to report. It is the con- 
tention of counsel and executives of 
these companies that the Govern- 
ment cannot make out a conspiracy 
or restraint of trade case against 
them under the provisions of the 
present complaint. 

The stumbling block, of course, is 
divorcement of theatres from the 
producing and distributing units of 
the ‘affiliated companies’. None of 
the majors has assented to divorce- 
ment as a condition of the consent 
decree, but all are said to be willing 
to work out with Justice Dept. at- 
torneys a code of fair business prac- 
tices which will meet with depart- 
mental approval. 

This much towards an amicable 
settlement with the Government was 
developed last summer by the ma- 
jor companies, and many groups of 
independent theatre operators under 
the direction of William F. Rodgers, 
general sales manager of Metro. 
After months of conferences, the final 
draft, when submitted to Arnold, 
was tossed back to the industry as 
wholly at variance with prosecution 
plans. Arnold emphasized his dis- 
approval of the code by stating that 
the instrument itself, if used as a 
basis of industry trade practice, com- 
prised a prima facie violation of the 
anti-trust laws. 

Date of May 1 becomes more and 
more potent in these pre-trial skir- 
mishes both within the industry, and 
between the industry and the De- 
partment of Justice. A consent de- 
cree entered by the court prior to 
the taking of testimony would re- 


lieve the defendant companies from | 


any liability for damages under the 
(Continued on page 16) 


at that time paid only $5,000 for 
screen rights. 


Dealing with the floating popula- 
tion of Mexico, and even more dif- 





OZARK STATE ALSO 
WANTS FILM BUILDUP 


Memphis, April 9. 
If ‘Kentucky,’ ‘Maryland’ and 
‘Arizona’ can do it, so can Arkansas. 
At least that’s what Governor Carl 
Bailey thinks and he’s out to sell 
Hollywood on the notion of an 
Arkansas cavalcade. 
The governor already has M. C. 
(Blackie) Blackman, the state’s pub- 
licity director, contacting film moguls 
about the matter and Blackman re- 
ports Columbia is decidely inter- 
ested. 
Seems Wesley Ruggles is looking 
for something to produce after 
‘Arizona’ and he thinks ‘Arkansas’ 
might be near enough. 


Zoning Biacks Out New 
$80,000 Coast De Luxer 


Inglewood, Cal., April 9. 

Film zoning set up for this com- 
munity, adjoinmg Los Angeles, is so 
complex that South Side’s new $80,- 
000 deluxe theatre, the Fifth Avenue, 
completed shortly before Christmas, 
is forced to remain dark for lack of 
suitable product. 

Only service available is fifth run 
at 15c, by which time prints vsually 
are so worn that projection is a 
problem. All efforts of theatre to 
line up product have been with- 
out avail and, unless NRA zoning is 
changed, house will have to remain 
shuttered for long time to come, 














ANDREWS 3 MAY GO M-G 

Hollywood, April 9. 
Andrews Sisters, being considered 
for a film by Universal, were nixed 
after studio officials gandered tests 
made in the east last week. They 
were to go into a film with Deanna 
Durbin. 





ficult to acceptably film than Stein- 
beck’s later works, Par gave up after 
several scripts turned out blah. 
Among writers called in was Jack 
Kirkland, inasmuch as the story in 
some respects resembles his ‘To- 
bacco Road.’ Par had made the pur- 
chase at Glazer’s request and when 
he left he took the property with 
him, paying the studio $3,000 for it. 

Metro’s deal with Glazer is a com- 
bination for the novel and Glazer’s 
| services as screenwriter on it. Spen- 
| cer Tracy, it is understood, will be 
studio’s probable choice as_ lead. 
| Glazer was negotiating with Harry 
| Edington for sale of the novel last 
October while the present RKO 
| head was producting independently 
for Universal. 

Metro will be the third studio to 
produce a Steinbeck, United Artists 
;and 20th-Fox having done the pre- 
|vious two. 


M. A. Lightman, Jr., To 
| Manage Memphis Orph 




















Memphis, April 9. 

| M. A. Lightman, Jr., 25-year-old 
| son of the former MPTOA president, 
' gets nis first real taste of executive 
| exhibition 10 days hence when he 
becomes manager of the Orpheum, 
largest local showhouse recently ac- 
quired by the elder Lightman’s cir- 
| cuit in partnership with Paramount. 

A Vanderbilt graduate, young 
Lightman has been with father’s of- 
fice about four years, also handling 
theatres at Jackson, Tenn., Hope and 
Helena, Ark., at brief intervals. 

Orpheum is undergoing general 
renovation and will be renamed the 
New Malco. Lightman is taking 
Paramount, Columbia and Univer- 
, Sal product there with him from the 
| Palace, which he is kicking back to 
| Loew’s after five years of operation. 
He leaves RKO and his split of 20th- 
Fox with Palace for Loew’s. 

First attraction at Orpheum will 
be Deanna Durbin’s ‘It’s a Date,’ 
April 19. City last vaude strong- 
hold, no stage shows are being 
booked at present. Maybe later, 
says Lightman. 

Fred Ford, manager of the Malco 
Palace the past five years, is leaving 
the Lightman organization to join 
| RKO as exploiteer for Memphis and 
; New Orleans exchange. Shift ef- 

fective this week. 











Meantime Metro is registering in- 
terest in the trio. 





Is This Purity? 


Detroit, April 9. 

A week after the Detroit po- 
lice banned ‘Strange Cargo’ and 
‘Primrose Path’ here, this is 
what the burlesque houses were 
running as screen entertainment: 

‘Reefer Madness, Scourge of 
the Devil,’ at the Columbia. 

‘Girls of the Underworld’ 
(adults only), at the Avenue, 
sub-billed, ‘Dollars exchanged 
for virtue. Exposing the ‘call 
girl’ racket.’ 

The other burley house was 
featuring ‘See the Winner of the 
Royal Tease Contest.’ One of 
the niteries, Club Frontenac, was 
advertising an ‘Artistic Male 
Revue.’ 


Here’s What Happens 
From Unspooiing Too - 
Many Mesa Mustanzers 

















Detroit, April 9. 

Maybe it was watching too many 
westerns unreel from his camera, but 
something set Herman Lawson, pro- 
jectionist here, to Wild West shoot- 
ing which landed him in the jug. 
He was arrested after cuiting locse 
at 3 am. April 5, with everything 
fireable to be found in his house, in- 
cluding two deer rifles, which set 
his apartment neighbors to scurrying 
as bullets plowed through their 
walls. 

Claiming that he is an amnesia 
case and doesn’t know what happened 
Lawson is contradicted by his wife, 
who says she has beer complaining 
of the constant screen fare he un- 
reels. Anyway, he sent 50 bullets 
plowing through the walls of his 
apartment house, with his neighbors 


fleeing. 
Police said he shot out an alarm 
clock, lighting fixtures, targets 


drawn on the wall and finally a 
child’s teddy bear. They finally got 
him after the dwelling had been 
emptied of tenants who objected to 
bullets whining over their heads, 
fortunately, and took him down for 
inspection in Receiving Hospital’s 
psychopathic ward. He was released 
to face a charge of disturbing the 
peace. 





Sidelights on an Amazing Career: 


Some Anecdota Anent Adolph Zukor 





By JOHN C, FLINN 


Adolph Zukor’s bid for film fame 
will not rest on his record as a wit- 
ness in the Government’s anti-trust 
suit against the eight major film 
companies. Not that he was unwill- 
ing to answer all the questions put to 
him by Bob Wright, of Thurman Ar- 
nold’s staff of prosecutors in the 
N. Y. Federal court pre-trial testi- 
mony last Friday (5), as detailed in 
the story herewith (page 6 and 16). 
On the contrary, Zukor was clear and 
concise in his responses, and showed a 
remarkable memory for dates and 
| facts over a stretch of 35 years. He 
recalled business conversations and 
transactions which took place in 
1919-20, as if they had happened last 
month. But when the examination 
was finished, suitable no doubt for 
legal purposes, it was a simple q. and 
a. routine scenario, with the dra- 
matic highlights omitted. 

While sketching his career in show 
business from the time he was a part- 
ner with William A. Brady in some 
nickelodeon ventures to his. present 
status as chairman of the board of 
directors of Paramount, Zukor omit- 
ted mention of a dozen or more 
incidents which, if related, might 
have brightened an _ otherwise 
lustreless session. He never referred, 
for instance, to the three days and 
three nights he experienced in 1916 
when the old Famous Players studio, 
/at 213 West 26th street, N.Y., was 
burned to the ground, 

Films Untouched by Fire 

The building was gutted, but fire- 

men uncovered a steel safe which 





was half buried in the smoking ruins. 
In the safe was the secret whether 
Zukor was a bankrupt at the very 
| Start of his career, or whether half a 
|dozen completed film negatives had 
_come through the fire unharmed. In 
the group of employes and associ- 
, ates that waited three days until the 
| Safe had cooled sufficiently to be 
; opened, only Frank Meyer, the stu- 
|} dio manager, believed the film was 





intact. The underwriters held out 
no promise, and less encouragement. 
When the steel door was finally pried 
loose, the negatives were discovered 
to be unscathed. The films included 
two Mary Pickford productions, ‘The 
Foundling’ and ‘Poor Little Pepina’; 


MICH. MAY AID 
OHIO’S CENSOR 
REPEAL 


Columbus, April 9, 

It is thought in political circles 
that the Michigan (Detroit) action 
in rejecting ‘Strange Cargo’ and 
‘Primrose Path’ will greatly increase 
the chances for a censorship repeal 
measure passing in the Ohio legisla. 
ture next session. Both pictures 
condemned in Michigan as ‘obscene 
and indecent,’ were approved in 
toto by the Ohio board of censors, 
‘Cargo’ received the praises of the 
local clergy, who called it a ‘must 
on your theatre list.’ 

Contention has always been in 





litical, retained because of the 
raised in the state capital now ig, 
‘Is it true that such a wide chasm 
between the morals of two states 
exists as indicated by the censoring 
activities?’ 





Miss. Has Censor Yen 
Memphis, April 9. 

The censorship bug has hit 
Mississippi. 

All these years the state has rocked 
along without censors. Now it's got 
the yen. 

Introduced in the Mississippi legis- 
lature at Jackson last week was a 
measure Calling for a state advisory 
censor board of three to be named 
by the governor with unlimited 
power to whittle motion pictures. 

Author of the bill is the Rev, 
Charles Granville Hamilton, Epis- 
copal minister and legislator from 
Monroe County. Clergyman at the 
|same time also dropped in the hop- 
/per a statute prohibiting smoking 
and drinking at state supported 


Ohio that censorship is strictly po. © 


monies involved. Question being : 











schools and colleges. 
Censor item bears names of gig 
fellow legislators. 


PAR’S 14 NETCO HOUSES 
TO OPERATE OUT OF H.0. 


The Netco group of theatres in the 
Paramount setup will be operated 
from New York starting May 1. 
George Walsh, president and gene 
eral manager of Netco, who has been 
handling the houses from headquare 
ters of the circuit at Poughkeepsie, 
moves into the Par h.o. 

The 14 theatres in the Netco-Par 
chain are all located between N. Y. 
and Albany excepting for one at 
Glens Falls, making it easy for Walsh 
to go into the field whenever that 
may become necessary. He has fre- 
quently come into N.Y. on matters 
affecting the houses. 

Eugene Levy, with whom Par is 
pooled at Newburgh, N. Y., where 
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a Marie Doro picture entitled. ‘The 
White Pearl,’ ‘The Mummy and the)! 
Humming Bird,’ with Charles’ 
Cherry, and ‘The Masqueraders,’ | 
starring Hazel Dawn, of ‘Pink Lady’ 
fame. 

In the court record also there is 
no mention of New Year's Eve, 1919, 
when Zukor, then in California, was 
informed by three of his top rank- 
ing production talent that they were 
withdrawing from his organization 
to start their own producing units 
and distributing company. They 
were Douglas Fairbanks, whom 
Zukor had taken over from Triangle 
two years previously and had cata- 


four houses are operated, will con- 
tinue to make headquarters at that 
point, coming into the Par h.o. from 
time to time, as in the past. 


ante SO BM IS 





Mites Tha comin 


MORE VU SUITS 

Los Angel*s, April 9. 
Damage suits totaling $160,000 over 
the Universal picture, ‘I Stole a Mil- 
lion,’ were transferred from Superior 

to the Federal court. ; 
Actions were brought by Mrs. Dil- 
lie Parkes and Mrs. Jean G. Janof- 
sky, widow and daughter of Roy 
Gardner, one-time bandit. They 
claim the picture invaded their pri- 





pulted to fame and fortune through 
the Artcraft company; Mary Pick- 
ford, onetime Biograph Girl, whose 
rise in films was synonomous with 
Zukor’s own early motion picture 
successes; and D. W. Griffith, peer of 
film directors. These three, and 
Charles Chaplin, joined forces and 
organized United Artists, which was 
headed by two former Zukor lieu- 
tenants, Hiram Abrams and B. P. 
Schulberg. 


There is no record on the trial] min- 
utes of what Zukor told his erstwhile 
artists and their lawyers on that oc- 
casion. And no mention of the fact 
that his sound advice and counsel to 
them made so deep an impression 
that, after he left the conference, 
they voted unanimously to offer him 
the presidency of their company. 
And there is no record anywhere of 
what Zukor said to himself when 
he received the proffer while pac- 


vacy. 


— | 





Studio Contracts 








Hollywood, April 8. 


Metro handed player ticket to Dan 
Dailey, Jr. 

Warners lifted Wally 
writer option. 

Ann Rutherford drew a new pact 
at Metro. 

Republic asked court approval of 
a minor contract with Wela Davis. 

Paramount handed player contraet 
to Leila Ernst. 

George Tobias inked actor pact at 
Warners. 

Metro lifted player options © 
Douglas MacPhail and Dan Dailey, 
Jr. 

Maximillian Fabian drew new § 


Klein's 








ing the floor of a room in the old 
Hotel Alexandra. 
In the all-day session on Friday 
(5) while Zukor was under ques- | 
(Continued on page 12) | 


cameraman ticket at Metro. 4 
Arnold Gillispie was handed neW © 

Metro pact as unit art director. 
Warners hoisted its option on Rob- 

ert Foulk, dialog director. 
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UNFREEZING 





Par-Singer-Benz Pool May Solve 





Minnesota, Mpls., Product Problem 


Minneapolis, April 9. 

The Minnesota Amus. Co. (Para- 
mount Northwest circuit) will not be 
sold to anybody—it’s not for sale— 
says John J. Friedl, the chain’s gen- 
eral manager, in reply to local re- 
ports that it is about to be taken 
over by the Benz interests which 
have an option on the 4,000-seat 
Minnesota theatre here, and which 
threatened an appeal to the Govern- 
ment or litigation to force the 
servicing of that house with major 
screen product. 

Friedl, however, admits that there 
have been ‘discussions’ between 
counsel representing his circuit and 
the Benz Bros. and also between the 
principals on each side. While he 
will not reveal the nature of such 
‘discussions’ it is understood in local 
film circles that they have had to do 
with the possibility of the Benzes 
entering the Paramount-Mort H. 
Singer downtown pool with their 
Palace and Minnesota theatres. The 
Par-Singer pool now has practically 
all the major screen product sewed 
up. 
The Benzes recently operated the 
Minnesota theatre for the owners 
during a 25-week period with a 
vaudfilm policy. They attributed 
their unprofitable efforts to lack of 
major screen product. After the 
house closed they took an option on 
the theatre with the understanding 
that they’d exercise it if they could 
buy major films. After approxi- 
mately two months, however, they 
atill have been unable to make a 
deal. 

Charges have been made by the 
Benzes against Par and major dis- 
tributors alleging a conspiracy to 
deprive them of product for the 
Minnesota theatre. Their 2,000-seat 
lower loop Palace theatre also is 
closed because most of the major 
distributors have refused to service 
it for a subsequent-run double-fea- 
ture dime policy, and Benzes claim 
that Par’s influence also is respon- 
sible for this condition. 

Suit Threat 

Rosenberg, Stein & Rosenberg, 
Chicago film attorneys, have been re- 
tained by the Benzes and there have 
been threats of a request to the Gov- 
ernment for an investigation of the 
alleged conspiracy, or, in lieu there- 
of, a court suit. The lawyers brought 
about the current ‘discussions’ with 
the idea of effecting a ‘peaceful’ set- 
tlement of the present differences. If 
the Benzes are taken into the Par- 
Singer loop pool, the Minnesota and 
Palace could get pictures and re- 
open. 

Whether recourse will be had to 
the Government or courts will de- 
pend upon an agreement being 
reached on a pool deal for servicing 
of the Minnesota and Palace, it is 
understood. As yet, however, noth- 
ing tangible has come out of the 
‘discussions,’ according to Friedl. 

Friedl has made no bones of the 


fact that Minnesota Amus. Co. (Par) | 


would be willing to dispose of all of 
its Minneapolis and St. Paul first-run 
houses, excepting the Gopher here, 
under proper terms, and this has 
Biven rise to the belief here that 
there ig a possibility, at least, of the 
Benzes acquiring all the theatres, in- 
Stead of going into a pool. If such a 
deal were made, Par would still re- 
tain all its Twin City neighborhood 
houses and out-of-town situations, 
Fried) has made clear. 

Par’s lease on the 2,300-seat State, 
its ace house here, expires in 1942 
and the circuit, at present, is not dis- 
Posed to consider a renewal, the rea- 
aon being that the extremely high 
rentals makes profitable operation 
difficult. While the circuit is a money 
maker, the profits accrue from the 
Suburban houses and situations out- 


Side of the Twin Cities, it is under- 
Stood, 


Whalen’s Diplomat Tale 


Hollywood, April 9. 
Tim Whalen gets the director job 
on “My Official Wife,’ Edward 
Small’s production of an Ernest 
Vadja yarn dealing with the adven- 
‘ures of an American diplomat in 
urope. 


Shooting starts in July. 





M.P. Eds Sign Ed Small 


Hollywood, April 9. 


Society of Motion Picture Film 
Editors negotiated a contract with 
Edward Small giving editors on call 
$165 weekly, lift editors $110, record- 
ing editors $77, assistant editors $1.21 
an hour. New scale represents 10% 
increase. 


Discussions started on a demand 
to tilt the editors on call from $150 
to $165. 


L. J. Ludwig Out 
As Co-operator Of 
Par N.W. Theatres 


Effective Monday (15) the north- 
western theatres of Paramount will 
be in sole charge of John J. Friedl, 
with L. J. Ludwig, co-operator of 
the houses with Friedl, stepping out. 
Ludwig is going into the screen ad- 
vertising business, setting up a com- 
pany of his own and, in all probabil- 
ity, will handle any screen ad work 
for Paramount in the northwest. 

Seriously injured in an automobile 
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FOREIGN COIN 





0% FROM ENG.; 





Brightest Film News for U.S. 
Distributors Since the War 
Began — 75% From Brit- 
ain in October—Down Un- 
der Still Maneuvering 





QUESTION ON EXCHANGE 





With reports from Australia that 
its frozen coin arrangement likely 
would be as liberal as that of Eng- 
land, and advices from London that 
the present agreement allowing 50% 
of net profit out of Great Britain 
would be changed to permit 75% at 
the expiration date of the original 
agreement next October, a more 
lenient attitude towards unfreezing 
film rental money of American dis- 
tributors looms. It is likely to occur 
before the end of this year. Both 
England and Australia constitute im- 
portant foreign revenue-producing 
markets for U. S. companies, hence 
this modification prospect is _ re- 
garded as the most cheerful note to 
come from the foreign market since 
the European war started. 

While too early to definitely as- 
certain the full effect of prospective 





AN IN. AUSSI 


Majors to Get Scribs’ Closed 
Shop Demands; Republic Strike 
Brief; Coast Labor Problems 





Bing, Bob, Dotty Again 


Hollywood, April 9. 

Bing Crosby, Bob Hope and Dor- 
othy Lamour repeat as a trio in 
‘Blue Lagoon’ at Paramount as a re- 
sult of their work in ‘The Road to 
Singapore.’ 

Shooting starts when Crosby fin- 
ishes ‘Ghost Music’ and Miss Lamour 
completes her job in ‘Moon Over 
Burma.’ 


Twin City Indies 
Adamant Against 
%,; Balk Disney 


Minneapolis, April 9. 
Although RKO here has come 
idown from 50 to 30% up to control 

















shifts, they are viewed in foreign! figures for ‘Pinocchio,’ Twin City in- 
film departments of home offices as| dependents continue to insist they'll 
encouraging. Also it is not known) >uy it flat or not at all. Previously, 
whether the altered coin agreement | E. Goldhammer, RKO district 
in London would be based on U. §S.| Manager here, had announced there 
currency, as at present, or on the| positively will be no flat deals. ; 

British monetary system. If the lat- | In spots outside of the Twin Cities, 
ter, the shift would not be such an. RKO has been demanding and get- 


accident several months ago, Lud- 
wig still is convalescing and must 
undergo another operation shortly. 
Because of his health, including 
heart trouble, he has decided to en- 
ter a less strenuous business. 

Minnesota Amusement group of 
Par houses, numbering 93, is under 
direct home office supervision. The 
northwest has been the only terri- 
tory outside of New England with 
co-operators. Marty Mullin and Sam 
Pinanski share operating powers in 
New England, being under a man- 
agement deal. 

Originally with Balaban & Katz, 
Ludwig came into the Par h.o. as 
general auditor about 10 years ago, 
succeeding Fred Metzler, who is now 
treasurer of the 20th-Fox studio on 
the Coast. Subsequently Ludwig 
took over the northwestern division 
under h.o. operation, he and Friedl 
shortly thereafter operating the chain 
together from Minneapolis. 


PENNER IN ‘SYRACUSE’ 
AS RITZES BOW OUT 


Hollywood. April 9. 
Joe Penner, Alan Mowbray and 
Charles Butterworth moved into the 
cast 
at Universal to 








did not approve the script. 
Penner’s deal gives the studio an 
option for two additional pictures. 





Up the Hill at Last 


Hollywood, April 9. 


erset Maugham’s novel, makes a de- 
layed start May 15, with George 
Brent and Olivia de Havilland in the 
top roles at Warners. 

Originally set for the same pair, 
shooting was deferred because Brent 
was busy in ‘Episode’ and Miss de 
| Havilland was on the suspended list. 





KENNY’S RUNNING MATE 

Hollywood, April 9. 
Kenny Washington, UCLA football 
star, finally found a running mate for 
‘his film debut, ‘Gridiron Craft,’ 
, Femme lead is Jeni Le Gon, signed 
‘for the picture by Million Dollar 
| Productions. 
| All-Negro 

| this week 

O'Donnell. 





film goes 


‘House on the Hill,’ based on Som- | 


| 


improvement, due to the exchange. 





15% Coin Export Looks OK in Oct. 


London, April 9. 
Present agreement between Amer- 
ican distributing organizations and 
the government permitting 50% 


inal wartime money pact next Oc- 
tober. 

In its place, it is understood, per- 
mission will be granted to withdraw | 
75% of the takings. | 





Aussie Filmers Co-op | 
Sydney, April 9. | 
Exhibitors Film Council, 

by Charles Munro and Sam Snider, | 
have offered to cooperate with! 
American distributors in the appeal | 
to the government to prevent prod-| 
uct restriction and also permit a rea- 
sonable working basis in the money 
freezing proposal now under consid- 
eration in Australia. Distributors so 





|far have rejected the offer prefer- 


ring to handle the coin situation solo. | 

Local industry leaders here en- 
vision the united front of exhibitors 
and distributors as the only effective 


| way of preventing drastic rulings in 


of ‘The Boys From Syracuse’ | 
replace the Ritz} American distribs have 
Bros. who moved out because they | time 


| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


i 
i 


| 


the offing, including a possible ad- 
vancing of the freezing to 60% in- 
stead of 50% or less which the 
for some 
accepted resignedly as_ the 
amount to be foreign. 

Politico tipoff here is that distrib- 
utors are using wrong tactics in ap-| 
parently bucking the government's 
plan to freeze coin. Exhibitors are 
huddling with Sir Ernest Fisk, eco- 
nomic adviser to the government 
and head of Amalgamated Wireless, ; 
to prevent any product restrictions. 





(Ed. note: American companies so. 
far have been merely supplying data, 
to the Australian government show- |, 
ing the amount of business done re- | 
cently in Aussie territory but pre-| 
senting a united front rather than a 
haphazard collection of figures. They 
pursued the same policy in making | 
logical representations to Great 
Britain on the matter of coin freez- 
ing.) 





Lange’s French Viewpoint 





into work | out 
on a story by Joseph | 


While expressing fear that the ter- 
rific taxation program against U. S. 
'companies, currently being mapped 
by belligerent nations, may 
| spread to other European countries 


(Continued on page 12) 


lon record against all 
|deals and although Paramount orig- 
| inally asked a split for ‘Gulliver’s 


withdrawal of net earnings from dis- | srevers 


tribution in this country will be al-| 
tered at the expiration of the orig- | 





land the State supreme 
| recessed 


'headed by ‘Lucky Pardners,’ which 
,co-stars Ronald.Colman and Ginger 
, Rogers. 


ting 50%, same as for ‘Snow White.’ 
Fact that film hasn’t done so hot 
| downtown here is strengthening in- 
dependents’ determination. They’re 
percentage 


it finally sold it to Twin 


City independents flat. 


WILLIE BIOFF CLOSER 
TO SERVING SENTENCE, 


Chicago, April 9. 








Willie Bioff, of the International; membership and a close working. 
headed | Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- alliance with the Authors League of 


ployees, stepped closer to a sojourn | 
in the Bridewell when the Illinois | 
Supreme Court rejected a plea for | 
a writ of supersedeas which would | 
have kept Bioff from serving his six- | 
month term for pandering until that | 
body could review the case in the 
June session. | 

Immediately following the rejec- | 
tion of this petition, Bioff’s attorney, 


| Abe Marovitz, filed another plea in 


which he questioned the statutes un- 
der which Bioff had been convicted 
for pandering 18 years ago. This is 
the sentence for which Bioff served 
only six days of a six-month term, 
and which the Illinois authorities 
are now readying to enforce. 

It so happens that today (Tuesday ) 
is primary election day in Illinois 
court has 
until tomorrow, at which 
time the new plea may be consid- 
ered. If this is also rejected, indi- 
cations are that Bioff will have to 
go to the Bridewell to begin serving 
out his time until at least the June 
session of the Supreme Court. 

Meanwhile  Bioff continues in 
touch with the Coast studio union 
situation by telephone and has been 
directing Hollywood labor activities 
by long distance. 


3 to Start at RKO 


Hollywood, April 9. 
Three features go before the cam- | 
eras at RKO next Monday (15), | 








Other starters are ‘Have It Your 
Own Way’ with Maureen O’Hara and 
Lucille Ball, and ‘Millionaires in | 
Prison,’ with Patric Knowles and | 
Linda Hayes. 





Hollywood, April 9. 
Screen Writers Guild is debating 
the advisability of seeking a closed 
shop for scriveners in the major stu- 
dios. When negotiations are re- 


opened with the producers there is 
a strong probability that the SWG 
will demand 100% Guild shop. The 
producers wouid be permitted to hire 
outside writers, but after a proba- 
tionary period the writer would be 
required to affiliate with the Guild 
if he desired to remain in the indus- 
try. This is similar to basic agree- 
ment under which the several Guilds 
and unions now operate. 

Contending that conditions have 
changed materially since negotiations 
were broken off with the producers, 
the SWG executive board has ore 
dered a canvass of the meme 
bership to ascertain their dee 
sires with reference to contract de- 
mands. A general membership meet- 
ing will be called this week to give 
each scrivener an opportunity to air 
his views orally at a parley with ex- 
ecutive board members. 

; While the SWG has filed an excep- 
tion to the intermediate report of the 
National Labor Relations Board, in 
which the Producers are charged 
with unfair labor practice, this is 
considered merely a legal move to 
protect the interests of writers. The 
SWG leaders take a realistic attitude 
toward the situation. They admit 
it is only a question of time until 
negotiations between the two grouns 
are resumed, regardless of any action 
by the NLRB. At the present time 
it appears largely a question of 
which side will make the first move. 
It is generally believed that unof- 
ficial talks will start when M. B. 
Silberberg, Producer attorney, ree 
turns from Sun Valley, where he has 
been vacationing for two weeks. Be- 
fore leaving. Silberberg expressed 
confidence that amicable agreement 
would be reached with the writers. 

If the closed shop move is made, 
the SWG also will attempt to grab 
control of the sale of picture material 
to the studios. This could be han- 
dled through adoption of rules for 





America and other groups. 
Probe Terrorism Reports 
The Screen Actors Guild board of 
directors is making its own investi- 
gation of reports that film extras 
have been beaten and otherwise ter- 
rorized by hoodlums and self-ap- 
pointed goon squads operating in the 
extra ranks. Announcement of the 
inquiry was made after the Produc- 
ers Association appointed a commit- 
tee with full power to reorganize 
Central Casting Corp. In addition, 
State, Federal and County authorities 
are investigating the situation. 
The Producers committze is ex- 
pected to start its work of reorgan- 


izing Central Casting this week. Te- 
norts persist that a new general man- 
ager will be named, but several top 
producers are known to be insisting 


that Campbell MacCulloch, present 
vice-president and general manager, 
be retained. They point out that 
MacCulloch was in no way involved 
in the SAG report of job-buying by 
extras and was given a clean bill of 
health by the Guild investigators. 
They contend that if reports, that 
money and gifts were given to Cen- 
tral employes are true MacCulloch 
could not be held responsible, since 
the transactions would have had to 
be made outside Central and that 
they would have had no way of un- 
covering them. 


Rep. Strike Short-Lived 


Strike of sound technicians at Re- 
public last Friday (5) was called off 
after the men had been idle one 
hour. Harold V. Smith, business rep- 
resentative of Sound Technicians 
Local 695, ordered the men back to 
work after a long-distance telephone 
conversation with Willie Bioff, who 
is in Chicago fighting to escape serv- 
ing a six-month sentence for pander- 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Mohawk Confirmed As Successful 





Bidder for Assets of Grand Nat! 





Mohawk Pictures Corp. was con- 
firmed as successful bidder for the 
assets of Grand National, when ref- 
eree Peter B. Olney, Jr., in N. Y. 
Federal court Monday (8) rejected 
a move on the part of Gustave Dele- 
mos to reopen the bidding. Delemos 
based his application on several 
grounds, all rejected by the referee. 
Delemos was the next highesi bid- 
der previously, having offered $29,- 
500 for the assets. He offered on 
this occasion to raise the bid to 
$37,500. 

Mohawk’s winning bid was $17,500, 
plus 30% of the gross up to $100,000, 
and 50% of the gross thereafter. Jo- 
seph Dannenberg, representing the 
trustee, told the court the gross was 
expected to reach $150,000, bringing 
in an additional $50,000-$55,000 to the 
estate. There will be little, if any- 
thing, for the priority creditors, Dan- 
nenberg told the court. Now there 
is $116,664 in the trustee’s possession, 
with claims of $50,000 by the Na- 
tional City Bank and Arcadia Pic- 
tures against this amount, plus an 
additional $20,000 by the Chase Bank. 
Also there is $44,713 in liabilities in- 
curred by the trustee since Jan. 5. 
Added to this is $9,386 in liabilities 
by the trustee personally, and an 
additional $3,000 expected. This 
leaves an indebtedness of $57,000 
against $46,664 in assets, or not 
enough to pay the administration ex- 
penses, let alone the $54,000 in prior- 
ity claims. 

In attempting to reopen the bids, 
Delemos had submitted an affidavit 
of Earle Hammons, former president 
of the company, as well as that of 
a member of the creditors’ commit- 
tee. The referee said the only 
grounds he would consider would be 
fraud, and he was satisfied there was 
no. fraud or misrepresentation in- 
volved. 


Move to Oust 2 Educat’l 
Trustees, Elect Fromberg 


Attempts to force James A. David- 
son, trustee of Educational Pictures, 
Inc., and William Stephen Brown, 
trustee of Educational Film Corp. 
of America, from their respective of- 
fices, and elect Harry G. From- 
berg, trustee of Grand National, in 
their place, will be argued today 
(Wed.) before Federal Judge Sam- 
uel Mandelbaum. 

Fromberg made the application 
himself, to remove Davidson, on the 
grounds that referee John E. Joyce 
in appointing Davidson did so over 
a vote of the majority of creditors 
who voted for him (Fromberg) as 
trustee, that ERPI’s-claim of $250,- 
000 was disallowed for the pur- 
pose of voting, when it would 
have been voted for him, and that 
Davidson, a former employee of GN, 
would not render impartial opinions. 


The move to oust Brown was made | 


by De Luxe Laboratories, who also 


wanied Fromberg. The lab was not 
allowed by Joyce to vote its $2,600 
claim for Fromberg, since the ref- 


eree decided the claim was a se- 
cured claim. 

The Davidson question had been 
thrashed out before the referee, and 
the appointed trustee had proved to 
Joyce’s satisfaction that he hardly 
knew Earle Hammons, and had left 
GN because of a dispute with Ed- 
ward Alperson, then the president, 
long before Hammons entered the 
picture. 

Brown was appointed by the ref- 
eree after no claims were allowed 
for the purpose of voting. 

An adjourned first meeting of 
creditors of Educational Film Corp. 
of America was held Friday (5), at 
which time Hammons was _inter- 
rogated on the business conduct of 
the bankrupt, and generally on as- 
sets. The next hearing was set for 
April 22, and Educational Film 
Corp. had its hearing adjourned to 
April 19. 





RKO Census Takeoff 


Hollywood, April 9. 
RKO is leading in the race to cash 
in on the national census, with a 
two-reeler, ‘Sunk by the Census,’ 
featuring Edgar Kennedy, 
Harry d’Arcy directs. 





SHEARER-TAYLOR’S ‘ESCAPE’ 


Hollywood, April 9. 
Norma Shearer and Robert Taylor 
will be co-starred by Metro in film- 
ization of Ethel Vance’s best-selling 
hovel, ‘Escape’. 
Lawrence Weingarten will pro- 
duce and Mervyn Leroy direct. 


Par Newsreel-B.&K. Sued 
On ‘Rights of Privacy’ 


Chicago, April 9. 

Courts here last week refused an 
injunction to restrain Paramount and 
Balaban & Katz theatres from show- 
ing a newsreel shot of Sheldon Be- 
laffsky, 12-year-old, who is suffering 
from a rare disease. 

This application for injunction fol- 
lowed the filing of a suit for $25,000 
by boy’s parents against newsreel 
firm and circuit, charging that his 
privacy was invaded and life en- 
dangered by photogs who took pic- 
tures without consent of parents. 


PAR INSURES 
‘BISCUIT 
POOCHES 


Using dogs as a gag in connection 
with the Albany, Ga., premiere of 
‘The Biscuit Eater’ tomorrow night 
(Thurs.), Paramount is taking no 
chances that the pooches may bite 
anyone or cause property damage. 
Henry Anderson, in charge of Par’s 
insurance department, has arranged 
a policy to cover as much as $1,00,- 
000 in liability protection. The pol- 
icy is written in behalf of Paramount 
and Adolph Gortatowsky, independ- 
ent operator of the Albany in Al- 
bany. 











Pedigreed hunting dogs, around 
which the picture is built, are being 
brought to Albany from various 
cities, and will be taken into the the- 
atre for the preem. 
| The program for tomorrow 
| (Thurs.), with Gov. E. D. Rivers, of 
Georgia a special guest, will include 
a huge street parade in which all 
local city, civic and social organiza- 
tions will participate, with Station 
WSB, of Atlanta, broadcasting the 
event. 

In addition to a New York group, 


of exhibitors from the south, coming 
| in from Hollywood will be Billy Lee, 
| who is starred in ‘Biscuit Eater,’ plus 
others including Jean Cagney, Wil- 
liam Henry, Joe E. Brown, Walter 
Brennan, Evelyn Keyes and John 
Howard. Jack Moss, producer of 
the film for Par; Stuart Heisler, who 
directed, and Y. Frank Freeman, Jr., 
associate producer on the picture, 
will also be in Albany for the preem. 

‘Biscuit Eater’ was produced en- 
tirely in and around Albany, with 
considerable local talent used. A 
total of 50 prints of the film have 
been shipped into Georgia and it will 
play its first engagements within the 
state’s limits. 


20TH STARTS OFF ON 








Hollywood, April 9. 

20th-Fox swung into its 1940-41 
stride yesterday (Mon.) with two 
| features, ‘The Brat,’ starring Jane 
Withers, and Elsa Maxwell’s ‘Pub- 
lic Deb No. 1.’ 

Otto Brower is directing ‘Brat’ and 
Gregory Ratoff is piloting ‘Deb.’ 





German Film Publicity 
For U. S. Puzzles Pix Eds 


Memphis, April 9. 
Sudden rush of publicity from 
German studios has newspaper film 
editors puzzled. 


With war conditions making ex- 
hibition of Nazi flickers in these 
parts impossible, and Hitler stars 
completely unknown to readers, 
scribes can’t figure why. 


Stuff comes neatly packaged in 
manila envelopes, unsealed and ap- 
parently untampered by Allied 
censors. Each envelope contains a 
coupla stories on some new Nazi 
screamie and art on the starring 
actress. All in excellent English, 

Scribblers think mebbe it’s meant 


to show Germans aren’t worried 
about war. 








mostly newspapermen, and a flock 


NEW SEASON PRODUCT 


Ben Crisler Now First 
Stringer on N.Y. Times 


Ben R. Crisler has been upped by 
the New York Times to first-string 
film critic following departure of 
Frank S. Nugent for the Coast last 
Thursday (4). Crisler was Nugent’s 
assistant. 

Nugent's departure to start work 
at 20th-Fox on a year’s writing deal 
was delayed by a six-year-old libel 
suit in which the critic was to 
testify. It was finally dropped by 
the plaintiff last week without a 
settlement. 


REP. TAKES PIC PLAYERS 
ON ‘COMMAND’ JUNKET 


Lawrence, Kans., April 9. 

Republic took the trend to location 
premiers and brought a sizeable slice 
of Hollywood and the entertainment 
industry to this little college town 
;in eastern Kansas Thursday (4). Oc- 
‘easion was the world triple-preem of 
the company’s higher budget effort, 
‘Dark Command,’ based on the story 
of William Quantreil, the Civil War 
character who sacks and burns Law- 
rence as the climax of the film. 

John Wayne, Walter Pidgeon, Roy 
Rogers, Gabby Hayes, of the cast, 
and Gene Autry, June Storey, Ona 
Munson and Wendy Barrie, who 
came along for the ride, were shown 
to the populace in the parade, the 
evening pageant in South park, and 
in p.a’s at the Granada, Dickinson 
and Varsity theatres, but were more 
or less secluded from the milling 
throng between these events. Claire 
Trevor, the femme star, and Raoul 
Walsh, director, were prevented from 
scheduled showing by illness and a 
picture assignment, respectively. 

Bill Saal, with Sammy Abarbanell 
and Mary Mariani as henchmen, had 
his force in operation two weeks 
in advance on the handling. Herb 
Yates and James Grainger, of the 
exec end, were on hand with a flood 
of exchange franchise holders and 
beiter part of K. C. film row execs. 














‘More Drive-In Theatres 
Going Up in Texas 





San Antonio, April 9. 

The Texas Drive-In Theatres Co. 
of Corpus Christi, according to C. A. 
Richter, plans to establish two drive- 
ins, One in Houston and the other 
here. The company is composed of 
Nick and Pete Katsaris, Leon New- 
man, F. D. Smith and Richter. 

Their first theatre was opened in 
Corpus over a year ago and the com- 
pany has secured rights for the state 
|of Texas to build this type of house 
|and that the construction of the new 
houses will be started within the 
next 60 days as funds and ample 
financing have been provided for. 

W. G. Underwood and Claude 
Ezell, of Republic, have purchased 
the rights to build drive-ins in this 
state with the exception of Corpus 
Christi and El Paso. Rights were 
secured from. the Park-In Theatres 
Corp. of New Jersey. 








N.O.’s Drive-In 
New Orleans, April 9. 
Construction of an open-air, drive- 
in here will begin Thursday (11). 
Modern Theatres, Inc., building on 
Canal boulevard. 





NEW INDIE SETUP 


Idaho, Utah, Nevada, Wyoming, Ore. 
Theatre Group 








| A group of exhibitor officials of 
| four of the largest independent cir- 
cuits served out of the Salt Lake 
City exchanges have formed Thea- 
tres Security Corp., which has im- 
portant bearing on the operation of 
about 35 theatres, and may acquire 
additional houses as well as engage 
in affiliated lines of business, 

Company was set up at a meeting 
held during the past week at Black- 
foot, Idaho, the state in which it will 
be incorporated for transaction of 
business in Idaho, Utah, Nevada, 
Wyoming and Oregon in which the 
indies operate. 

Authorized capitalization is $500,- 
000 divided in shares of $100 par 
value each. The independents in- 
volved are C. E. Huish of Salt Lake, 
president; I. H. Harris of Burley, Id., 
vice-president; Claude Hawk of Salt 
Lake City, secretary; Paul De Mor- 
daunt, Blackfoot, treasurer. These, 
together with Hugh Brennen of Rex- 
burg, Id., C. C. Voeller of Buhl, Id., 
L. C. Denton of Caliente, Nev., and 
V. A. Gilhool, Salt Lake, make up 
the board of directors. 








Philly AFM Sees Face-Save Move 
For Geo. Browne in Weber's Reversal 





Maurice McKenzie Off 
For His Indiana Farm 


Maurice McKenzie checked out of 
New York yesterday (Tues.) for 
Crown Point, Ind., to settle on a 
small farm he purchased there re- 
cently. He will specialize in raising 
flowers, being a horticulture en- 
thusiast. 

One of the principal reasons for 
McKenzie’s retirement from. the 
Hays office, where he has been 
executive assistant to Will H. Hays 
since inception of the MPPDA. is 
a heart condition though not re- 
garded as particularly serious. Crown 
Point, Ind., is his home town. 

McKenzie’s spot presently is being 
filled by Francis L. Harmon, who 
also serves as eastern head of the 
Production Code Administration 
division of the MPPDA. 


PERMANENT UA 
STAFF OF 15 
EXPLOITERS 


United Artists is confabbing with 
its producers on adding about 15 men 
as a permanent exploitation field 
staff. Plan is to have the exploiteers 
at work as soon as unanimous ap- 
proval of the producers is obtained, 
expected to be early June. Men are 
now being selected. David O. Selz- 
nick parleyed with Murray Silver- 








stone, UA chief, on his participation | hire the musicians dropped because 


| of failure to agree on terms of @ 
UA in the past has kept no staff | 


yesterday (Tuesday). 


on a permanent payroll basis, putting 
On men as needed, according to the 
number of pictures to be worked on 
at any given time. Staff has been 
expanded in this manner to as high 
as 55. Cost of the permanent nu- 
cleus will entail the sharing of the 
added expense between UA and the 
individual producers. 


FOX’S STORAGE PLANT 
FIRE CAUSES 826 SUIT! 


Suit for $82,348 was 
Atherton Productions, Inc., Peck’s 
Bad Boy Corp., Serial Producing 
Corp. and Principal Pictures Corp. 
against 20th Century-Fox and De 
Luxe Laboratories, Inc. in N. Y. 
Federal court Thursday (4), seek- 


ing damages for the destruction by 
fire of prints left in the defendants’ 








filed by 





possession. Fire at Fox's storage 
plant in Little Ferry, N. J., occurred | 
July 9, 1937. 


Atherton seeks $42.864 for de-| 


struction of negatives, lavenders and | '©, have 
dupes of ‘Dude Ranger,’ ‘When a! affairs. 


Man’s a Man,’ ‘Cowboy Millionaire,’ | 
‘Hard Rock Harrigan,’ ‘Thunder 
Mountain,’ ‘Whispering Smith’ and | 
‘O’Malley of the Mounted.’ 

Peck’s Bad Boy Corp, seeks $29,- 
700 for the destruction of ‘Peck’s 
Bad Boy,; Serial Production Corp., 
$4,768 for the destruction of ‘Tarzan | 
the Fearless,’ and Principal Pictures | 
Corp., $5,014 for the destruction of | 
‘Six Conflicts of Nature,’ ‘The Re-| 
turn of Chandu,’ ‘Jaws of Justice’: 
and ‘Ferocious Pal.’ 








Brandts Take Over New 


9 
B’way House From Con. 
Originally taking over the New 
Yorker on the site of the old George 
M. Cohan theatre, and shortly to be 
opened, Consolidated Amusement 
Enterprises, indie N. Y. operators, 
have turned the lease over to the 
Brandt Bros. under a deal consum- 
mated a few days ago. The lease is 
for 21 years and calls for an annual 
rental from the Brandts of $52,000 a 
year. New York Life is the basic 

lessor. 
Theatre will seat 600, all on one 
floor, and should be ready for open- 
ing in about four weeks. According 





to William Brandt, the policy has not | 


yet been set, but it may be news- 
reels, 


Brat’ 
Sons.’ 





Philadelphia, Apri) 9. 
Members of the Philly local of the 
American Federation of Musiciang 
are puzzled and plenty burned at 
the treatment they received at the 
hands of Joseph N. Weber, national 


AFM prexy, who rescinded his road 
call to members of Internationa] Al. 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
last week without any explanation. 

The call was set to bring out 
projectionists, stagehands, managers, 
etc., of all local Stanley-Warner 
houses in a sympathy strike in be- 
half of the musicians who have been 
at odds with Warners since Dec, 1, 
But three days before the walkout 
was skedded, Weber telephoned from 
Los Angeles and called the whole 
thing off. 

Leaders of the dissident rank-and- 
file: of AFM, who once threatened 
secession, claim that Weber let them 
down in order to save the skin of 
George E. Browne, who is running 
for reelection of IATSE. A strike 
by Philly members, of whom more 
than 80% are Warner employees, 
— hurt Browne’s chances, they 
said. 

Other observers declare that 
Weber’s action was taken to save the 
face of the AFM, inasmuch as IATSE 
members had declared they would 
defy the road call and refuse to 
walk out on the grounds that the 
Musicians Union itself was allowing 
its members to play at S-W houses 
elsewhere in the country. 

Last week members of Local 77 at 
a general meeting registered a vote 
of confidence in the Philly offices but 
demanded that the national body live 
up to its promise to aid in ironing 
out the Philly situash. 

Meanwhile the local was continue 
ing its ‘music appreciation’ campaign 
to enlist public support in the 
union’s fight to force Warners to ree 


new contract. 





Local 143’s Autonomy 
St. Louis, April 9. 

The long drawn out battle of 
IATSE, Local No. 143, for local au- 
tonomy, a battle which was punctu- 
ated by the ouster of John P. Nick 
and Clyde A. Weston, extensive Jiti- 
gation, damage suits, fisticuffs and 
mass picketing at Fanchon & Marco 
and St. Louis Amusement Co. houses, 
resulted victoriously for Local No. 
143 early Thursday (4) when George 
E. Browne, prez of IATSE, restored 
local independence. The victory be- 
came even more sweeping several 
hours after Browne’s action when 
Joseph A. Padway, general counsel 
for AFL, announced that Nick's 
resignation as first v.p. of IATSE, 
submitted in writing to Browne two 
weeks ago, had been accepted. Pad- 
way said Nick gave ill health as the 
reason for stepping down from the 
post. 

Browne’s restoration of local au- 
tonomy to Local No. 143 enabled that 
body for the first time since 1935, 
when Nick moved into the picture 
as No. 1 man at Browne’s direction, 
complete charge of its own 
Browne, who was enjoined 
by Circuit Judge Ernest F. Oakley, 
along with Nick and Weston, from 
interfering with the affairs of Local 
No. 143, but was never served with 
a summons, slipped into town un- 
heralded last week and began hud- 
dles with-execs of Local No. 143. In 
the presence of 105 members of the 
Local who had met for the purpose 
of electing officers he declared that 
the restoration of local autonomy for 
Local No. 143 would be ratified at the 
next meeting of the international 


| board of which he is a member and 


from which Nick resigned. Browne 
also pledged the membership his co- 
operation and good will and voiced 
the hope that the Local would again 
become one of the best labor organ- 
izations in the country. Nick was 
absent at the meeting and his name 
was not mentioned. 





Shirley’s New Lenser 


Hollywood, April 9. 

Artie Miller, who photographed 
every Shirley Temple picture, has 
been shifted over to ‘Brigham 
Young’ at 20th-Fox, with Edward 
Cronjager as lenser of ‘The Young 
People.’ 

Other camera assignments on the 
Westwood lot are Leon Shamroy on 
‘Four Sons,’ George Barnes on ‘The 
and Ernest Palmer on ‘Four 








; 
4 


er 


hat 
— 


SNS RS eee See 








Mea. tr ths aman ae 


AS ee ale Oe 


eG ianalhe ote if 


29 MPS SOpUERSS TE 


Aare Ra nae annem =e 


ao © ww 


5 rh HS 


wm See t DO ee OO SG ot Ph See 


emi 


r4 


le 
n 
e 
ir 


—— " 
ee re ee oe) ene ead - 


Gere 


ue, 


REE cena Mi a 





fi 








OB MB CUT ic arent Be 


ae ee eee 


eee a eae 


Fitorde Ra eaten 


mate 


Wednesday, April 10, 1940 


VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


9 





Rebecca Smash $23,000 in Chi; 
‘Husbands -Wayne King Neat 396, 
Ehrlich’ N. G. $6,500, ‘Gone’ Fades 


Chicago, April 9. 
(Best Exploitation: UA) 

David Selznick went through town 
last week on his way east, but he 
missed the terrific opening of ‘Re- 
becca. Special ‘preview’ Friday 
evening (5), was backed by some 
great exploitation, which included a 
tieup with the Hearst Herald-Ameri- 
can which gave ’em an entire special 
front page spread in return for 
handouts in all loop Balaban & 
Katz theatres. Chicago society at- 
tended and the picture got away to 

flying start which will zoom the 
bited Artists to a brilliant mark 
currently. Holdouts are the order 
of the day, and the nighttimes are 
dynamite for the adult trade. : 

B.O. action is generally good, with 
the Chicago getting a goodly take on 
‘Too Many Husbands’ and Wayne 
King’s orch. State-Lake is out in 
front with a unit, ‘Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin.’ ‘ 

Holding over are the Palace, with 
its double feature headed by ‘Pinoc- 
chio’ :n third and final session; the 
Roosevelt with second week of “Take 
This Woman,’ and the Garrick, 
which drew ‘Tom_ Edison’ for a 
third loop gallop. Disappointing in 
the Apollo is ‘Dr Ehrlich’s Magic 
Bullet.’ 

‘Gone With the Wind’ is in the 
final stages at both the Woods and 
Oriental and another two or three 
weeks figure to see the close of a 
sensational run. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apolle (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Dr Ehrlich’ (WB). Indicates just 
fairish gallop unless reviews perk 
the classier trade. Looks like $6,500, 
calm. Last week, ‘Mice Men’ (UA), 
concluded a two-weeker which 
sagged in finale to $4,700, so-so. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75) 
—Husbands’ (Col) and Wayne King 
orch on stage. Flicker is getting the 

lay and adding up to bright $39,- 

00. Last week, Orrin Tucker orch 
with Bonnie Baker on stage, plus 
‘Seventeen’ (Par), wowed ’em for 


$53,300. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75- 
—Edison’ (M-G). Moved here after 
so-so fortnight in United Artists and 
taking $3,500, mild. Last week. 
‘Singapore’ (Par), managed ‘$5,200, 
perky, for third loop stanza. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 75-$1.10- 

150)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (11th wk). 

ow indicates that it will be off by 
May 15. Currently looks for $26,- 
000, brilliant figure in view of length 
of the run, while last week was good 
at $28,700. Capacity is $52,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 


—‘Pinocchio’ (RKO) and ‘Coura- 
geous Christian’ (RKO) (3rd-final 
wk). Disney item given strong play 


by RKO office here. Turned in fine 
$11,000 last week and looking for 
good $8,900 for final session. Double 
feature headed by ‘It’s a Date’ (U) 
starts tomorrow (Wed.). 

Roosevelt B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75) —Take Woman’ (M-G) (2nd wk). 
Has not done much and will scram 


quickly, getting maybe $5,000 cur- 
rently after managing fair $9,500 


last week. a 

State-Lake. (B&K) (2,700; 25-40) 
—Intelligence’ (WB) and ‘Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin’ unit on stage. Plenty 
of emphasis on stage show will mean 
good $17,000 this week. Last week, 
‘Honorable’ (WB) and Little Jack 
Little band, oke $16,100. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,- 
700; 35-55-65-75)—‘Rebecca’ (UA). 
Sharp money picture will skyrocket 
take to $23,000, jam-up gross. Last 
week, ‘Edison’ (M-G), wound up a 





mild fortnight to $7,100. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; $1.10- 
$1.50)—Gone’ (M-G) (11th wk). | 
Union ticket men here now on week- | 
to-week notice and indicates that | 
flicker will be out in two or three | 
weeks. Sagging sharply on mati- 
nees, and currently looks for $8,000, | 
With last week garnering $9,800. 
Capacity $19,000 


Rooney-‘Secret’ Tops 
Providence With 17G 


; Providence, April 9. 

Young Edison’ is the rage here- 
abouts, giving Loew’s State an upper- 
bracket take. ‘Pinocchio’ in third 
week at RKO Albee still going 
Strong. ‘Blue Bird,’ at Majestic, 
looks like disappointment. ‘Take 
This Woman’ attracting nice biz in 
Switch to Carlton. 


Estimates for This Week 
cp tlbee (RKO) (2,300; 25-35-50)— 
Pinocchio’ (RKO) and ‘Millionaire 
Playboy’ (RKO) (3d wk). Making 
strong bid for good $6,000 after $7,500 
second week. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
30)—*Take Woman’ (M-G) and ‘Man 
Montreal’ (U) (2d run). Apparently 
still plenty coin left for this one, | 
With week headed for neat $4,000. | 
Last week, ‘Virginia City’ (WB) (2d | 





run), nice $3,200. 
(2,000; 25-35-40)— 


wf a¥’s (Indie) 
Zanzibar’ (U) and vaude. Nice 





+ 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Viva Cisco Kid’ | 


(20th) and vaude, strong $7,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Blue Bird’ (20th) and ‘Free, Blonde’ 
(20th). Very slow, with take down 
around fair $6.000. Last week, “Take 
Woman’ (M-G) and ‘Man Montreal’ 
(U), strong $9,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Young Edison’ (M-G) and ‘Secret 
Four’ (Mono). Rooney pic knockout 
$17,000. Last week, ‘Rebecca’ (UA) 
and ‘Little Orvie’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Hot $11,500. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Women Without Names’ (Par) and 
‘Outside Limit’ (Col). So-so $5,500. 
Last week, ‘Singapore’ (Par) and 
‘Range War’ (Par) (2d wk), sturdy 


? 





ROONEY - EBSENS 


BIG $22,000 
IN WASH. 


Washington, April 9. 

Only two new shows this week 
finds an average total take split 
profitably between all spots. ‘Young 
Tom Edison,’ plus Vilma and Buddy 
Ebsen, p.a., has Capitol solidly out 
in front. Other newcomer, ‘It All 
Came True,’ with all-girl revue, is 
second. 

Disappointment of season is ‘Pinoe- 
chio’ at Keith’s, which winds. up 
Thursday (12) with three good weeks 


as against seven for ‘Snow White’ in 
same house. ‘Grapes of Wrath,’ pure- 
ly on strength of critics’ hammering 
and interest in book, is being 
stretched into unexpectedly satisfac- 
tory second week. 


Estimates for This Week 





Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 


—‘Edison’ (M-G) and vaude. Mickey 
Rooney, plus Vilma and Buddy Eb- 


sen, p.a., leading town easily with | 


big $22,000. Last week ‘House Bay’ 


(UA) and vaude, slid sharply to! 
weak $13,500. 
Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 


‘Northwest Passage’ (M-G) (2d run), 


Back downtown after two nice stane | 


zas at Palace, and will see good $5,- 


500. Last week  (75-$1.10-$1.65), | 
‘Gone’ (M-G), concluded two-week 
repeat mainsteam showing with 
$7,500. 


Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘All True’ (WB) and vaude. Ann 
Sheridan ballyhoo and nice buildup 


of all-girl revue getting okay $17,500. | 
and | 


Last week ‘Singapore’ (Par) 
Fred Roper’s Midgets, big $21,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 
‘Pinocchio’ (RKO) (8d wk). Holding 
to profitable $8,000, Last week nicé 
$11,000. 


Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—'Virginia | 


City’ (WB) (2d run), Back down- 
town after big week at Earle and 
shooting at smart $6,500. Last week 
‘Sidewalks London’ (Par), big $7,000, 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 35-55)— 
‘Grapes’ (20th) (2d wk). Holding to 


satisfactory $8,000. Last week, aver- , 


age $15,500. 


‘VIRGINIA C.’-‘BLONDIE,” 





$22,000, TOP B’KLYN 





Brooklyn, April 9. 

Town's most attractive spot this 
week is Fabian Fox, displaying ‘Vir- 
ginia City’ and ‘Blondie on Budget,’ 
with RKO Albee and Fabian Para- 
mount running it a close second. 
Albee is showing ‘Grapes of Wrath’ 
and ‘Free, Blonde and 21,’ while 


Paramount has ‘Road to Singapore’ | 


and ‘Five Little Peppers at Home.’ 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (3,274; 25-35-50) — ‘Grapes’ 
(20th) and ‘Free. Blonde’ (20th). 
Nifty $19,500. Last week, Pinocchio’ 
(RKO) (2d wk), okay $15,000. 

Fox (4,089; 25-35-50) — ‘Virginia 
City’ (WB) and ‘Blondie Budget’ 
(Col). Strong $22,000. Last week, 
‘Castle Hudson’ (WB) and ‘Cheers 
Irish’ (WB) .(2d wk), good $16,500. 

Met (3,618; 25-35-50) — ‘Northwest 
Passage’ (M-G) and ‘Double Alibi’ 
(U) (2d wk). Nice $16,500. Last 
week, swell $22.000. 

Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50)—‘Sin- 
gapore’ (Par) and ‘Five Peppers’ 
(Col). Dandy $19,000. Last week, 
‘Husbands’ (Col) and ‘Carter’s’ (Par) 
(2d wk), good $13,500 for five days. 

Strand (2.870; 25-35-40) — ‘Wolf 


New York’ (Rep) and ‘Konga’ (Col). | 


Satisfactory $5,000. Last’ week, 
‘Honeymoon Deferred’ (U) and ‘Mad 
Empress’ (WB), nice $5,000. 


35-55) — | 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 

Week of Apri 11 

Astor — ‘Gone With the Wind’! 
(M-G) (17th wk). 

Capitol—‘Dr. Kildare’s Strange | 
| Case’ (M-G). j 
| Criterion—‘And One Was Beauti- ; 
‘ful’ (M-G) (10). 
| (Reviewed in Variety, April 3) 
Globe—‘King of the Lumberjacks’ | 





Bway Overboard With Holdovers, 
But Biz OK: ‘Rebecca’ $100,000 2d, 
Primrose’ 326 3d; True’-Duchin 306 


(000, high up in the smash division, 


| (WB) (13). . . (Best Exploitation: Criterion) 
— Hall—‘Rebecca’ (UA) (3d All the ‘A’ first runs in downtown! Goes third week, with ‘My Son’ 
WK), 


New York are holdovers with the 
exception of the Strand which 
opened ‘It All Came True’ and Eddy 
(Reviewed in Vartery, March 8) | Duchin Friday (5), This new show 
Rialto—‘House of the Seven Gables’. is not doing an exciting business but 
(U) (13). | may top a fairly good $30,000. Stays 
(Reviewed in Variety, March 13) a second week. 
Rivoli—'It's a Date (U) (4th wk). An all-day downpour Monday (8) 
ee Alig gg A — a" aa | pelted the boxoffices badly, reducing 
on an. linea ’' the totals for the week. On the 
Week of April 18 weekend business stood up well, ex- 
Aster — ‘Gone With the Wind’; cepting that Saturday was much 
better than Sunday (7), with balmy 


(M-G) (18th wk). 
Capitel — ‘Forty Little Mothers’! weather on the latter day creating 


Palace—‘Shooting High’ (20th). 
Paramount— ‘Dr, Cyclops’ (Par) 
(10). 








| Cyclops’ on the screen and Mitchell 
Ayres, Lupe Velez and Red Skelton 
in person. Skelton is a holdover 
from the prior show which went 
four weeks. He is in for a week, 
with an option for a second. New 
pictures move into both the Capitol 
and Roxy this week, ‘Kildare’s 
Strange Case’ opening at former to- 
morrow (Thurs.), ‘Johnny Apollo’ at 
the Roxy Friday (12). 


(Reviewed in Variety, Feb. 7) 

Music Hall—‘My Son, My Son’ 
(UA). 

(Reviewed in Variety, March 13) 

Paramount — ‘Dr. Cyclops’ (Par) 
(2d wk). 

Rivoli— ‘French Without Tears’ 
(Par) (20). 
| Roxy—‘Johnny Apollo’ (20th) (2d 





| wk). , , ‘Rebecca’ continues powerfully at 
Strand — ‘Till We Meet Again’ the Music Hall and will go a third 
(WB) (19). week. Currently, on second, it will 
get $100,000 following a first week’s 





take of $113,000, exceptionally big. 


‘MELODY’ SWEET Cried etek at bedhead $8000 eit 
$41,000 IN TWO 
HUB SPOTS 


Boston, April 9. 

‘Grapes of Wrath’ and ‘Broadway 
| Melody’ are both whamming in sock 
| grosses this week as the town 
leaders. ‘Pinocchio’ won a _ third 
; week holdover and is garnering a 
| pleasing gross. 
Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 25-30-40)— 
‘Lone Wolf’ (Col) (2d run) and |} 
‘Boots Saddles’ (Rep) (reissue), dual, 
with vaude, four days; and ‘Lost 
Front’ (Standard) and ‘Bad Boy’ 
| (Mono), dual, three days. Van Alex- 
ander and his orchestra played on 
stage Sunday (7) only, in addition | machine in the lobby to attract in- 
to pix and vaude. Aiming at me-| terest, Laufer arranged for a dis- 
idium $8,000. Last week, ‘Midnight | Play of replicas of 32 of the world’s 
‘Limited’ (Mono) and ‘Little Orvie’| most famous diamonds. The man- 
(RKO), with vaude, four days; and | agement installed a burglar alarm 
‘Missing Evidence’ (U) and ‘Death | System in case of attempted theft. 
Goes North’ (Warwick), double, |4 lot of windows in jewelry stores 
‘three days, pale $7,000. | were obtained, the Jewelers Assn. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332: 25-35-40- cooperated with the theatre on the 
55)—‘Singapore’ (Par) and ‘Women |¢ampaign, and circulars were mailed 
Names’ (Par) (both 2d run). Okay |t® around 2,000 persons in the jewel 
‘for about $7,000. Last week, ‘Cheers | trade. . 
| Irish’ (WB) and ‘Double Alibi’ (U), | Estimates for This Week 
/dual, flopped to $3,200. Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- —Gone’ (M-G) (17th week). 
, 35-40-55) — ‘Pinocchio’ (RKO) 
iwk) and ‘Courageous Christian’ | 900, still nice profit. As of yester- 
(RKO) (ist wk). Nice $15,000, or | day (Tues.), the advance: sale was 
| better, with fourth week doubtful. | $25,000. - 
Last week, with ‘Ma’ (U), smacko | Capitol - (4,520; i . 
, $21,000. $1.25) — ‘Broadway Melody’ (M-G) 
_" Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- | (2d-final week). Dropping on hold- 
40-55 )—Grapes’ 
!er’s Daughter’ 


also hold over. 
Roxy looks about $32,000 on the 
third stanza of ‘Primrose Path,’ 


which has been a fine money-maker 
here, but ‘Broadway Melody,’ wind- 
ing up a fortnight at the Cap tonight 
(Wed.) will check out mildly at 
under $20,000 the final seven days. 

‘Road to Singapore’ and Tommy 
Dorsey washed up a highly profit- 
able four weeks’ run at the Par last 
night (Tues.), concluding week be- 
ing $27,000, the third $39,000. 

State has ‘Shop Around the 
Corner’ (2d run) on its projection 
machines and Count Basie on the 
stage. Business is pretty brisk, ap- 
pearing $22,000 or over. 

With most of the Broadway thea- 
tres on holdovers there wasn’t much 
exploitation activity this week, al- 
though the Criterion, where Phil 
Laufer is in charge of publicity-ad- 
vertising, did a nice little job on 
‘Adventure in Diamonds.’ Picture 
wound up its week last night (Tues.) 
at $9,000, nice takings for this small- 
seater. 

In addition to a synthetic diamond 











(Par). Reaping big 


(M-G). the difference. 
| Criterion— ‘Parole Fixer’ (Par) New bill will be brought in today | 
! (17): 


| 


(UA) set to follow. 
_ Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Isle Des- 
tiny’ (RKO). Doing fairly well, 
around $6,500. ‘Zanzibar’ (U) and 
Louis-Paycheck fight films 8 days, 
good $9,000. 

Rivoli (2,092: 40-55-75-85-99 )-——‘It's 
Date’ (U) (3d week). Riding to 
around $18,000, 0.k. and goes a fourth 
week. ‘French Without Tears’ (Par) 
follows. Second week for Durbin 
picture nearly $25,000. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Prim- 
rose Path’ (RKO) and stage show 
(3d-final week). Concluding stanza 
will be about $32,000, very good. 
Last week (2d) $40,000, while first 
was $47,000 for nice profit. ‘Johnny 
Apollo’ (20th) opens Friday (12). 

State (3,450; 35-55-75) -—- ‘Shop 


(Wed.) at the Paramount with ‘Dr.| Around Corner’ (M-G) and Count 


Basie. Wheels are turning at pretty 
good rate of speed, with $22,000 or 
over likely, good. Last week, sec- 
ond for ‘House Across Bay’ (UA) 
and George Jessel, $21,000, fine. 
Strand (2,767; 25-50-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘All Came True’ (WB) and Eddy 
Duchin. Not big at the b.o. but may 
hurdle $30,000, oke, and holds. Last 
week, second ‘Virginia City’ (WB) 
and George Olsen, $34,500, good. 


TRUE'-SULLIVAN 
OK $17,500, PITT 


Pittsburgh, April 9. 
(Best Exploitation: Stanley) 

Business is holding up satisfac- 
torily in. most situations, with only 
one weakie in the entire list this 
week. That’s the Alvin, where 
‘Slightly Honorable,’ despite swell 
notices, can’t get going and will 
come out after six slim days. Else- 
where, however, there are no com- 
plaints. ‘Rebecca,’ on h.o. at War- 
ner from Penn, is giving that house 
its biggest session in more than a 
year, while at Stanley, Ed Sullivan 
unit is bolstering ‘It All Came True’ 
nicely and should wind up with the 
best of the columnist-unit grosses 
(this is third of them) here this 
season. 

Stanley had a natural for exploi- 
tation in Sullivan, through his news- 
paper column here and theatre’s ra- 
dio tieups. Result was that two of 
them kept plugging show constantly 
while Press, Sullivan’s Pittsburgh 
outlet, threw out the glad hand and 
kept it there all week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Slightly Honorable’ (UA). Most 











critics went overboard for this little 
surprise item, but public refused to 
bite. As result, film will be yanked 
tonight (9) after six days to skimpy 
$3,200, with ‘Too Many Husbands’ 
(Col) coming in ahead of schedule. 


Last | Last week, second of ‘It’s Date’ (U) 
(3d | week (16th) gross slightly over $16,-| 4 bit disappointing at $6,200 after 


swell getaway. 
Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700: 25-40) 
—Swiss Family’ (RKO). Adventure 


25-40-55-75-$1.10- | film is well liked and should clock 


better than $5,300 in first full week. 
Stays an extra three days, with 


‘ ‘Farm. over to less than $20,000, but with} house going to a Saturday opening 
(20th) and ‘Farm $32,000 obtained on the first week, a} temporarily. 


Last week, ‘Blue Bird’ 


: : - |fair amount of black is shown on the! (20th), only $4,000, new first-run 
Vistieia City’ CHR) = a 14 days. ‘Dr. Kildare’s Strange Case’ | low for one of Shirley Temple’s 
Vance’ (WB), dual, $21,000. (M-G) opens tomorrow (Thurs. ). | starrers here. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- Criterion (1,662: 25-40-55)—“Ad- | = Penn (Loew's-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
55)—'B’way Melody’ "(M-G) and. Venture in Diamonds’ (Par). Ended | 50)—‘Sin sapore’ (Par). Will account 
‘Blondie Budget’ (Col). Socko $23,- | !ts week last night (Tues.) at $9,000, | for good $14,250. Last week, ‘Re- 
000 pace with holdover possible considerably over average for house. | becca’ (UA), a sensation at $21,000. 
Last week. ‘Rebecca’ (UA » and) 4nd One Was Beautiful’ (M-G) | Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50) — ‘Vir- 
‘Outside Limit’ (Col) (2d wk), very | Opens today (Wed.). Last week, | ginia City’ (WB). Landed here after 
s00d $18.000 i j * |third for ‘Earl - Chicago’ (M-G), | Playing — = Hide ote _—, 
2 $18, ; — $9.000. very good. | sively, but western obviously playec 
O55 Sings pore (Per) and Globe (1,700: 25-35-55)—Outside | out. Only around $2,500 looked for, 

| B0~o : ee qi Limit’ (Col). ‘ailing to | 1.S.n. sast week. inocchio ¢ , 
| ‘Women Names’ (Par) (both 2d run). a Mile onenias — ' mts .> | h.o, from Stanley, very satisfactor 
| Look strong for about $9,000. Last do much, only about $5, ; FB y 
|week, ‘Cheers. Irish’ (WB) and |Last week. second for ‘Human | at $3800. “ere 

‘Double Alibi’ (U), dual, $4,500, poor, | Monster’ (Mono), $4,800, weak. | ee tea! Tae ees eee 

Seollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) |, Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—“Grapes | (Is Date 1M). Switthed to Sena- 
ie ) aLG a Mar, | Wrath’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Free, | tor after fortnight at Alvin and do- 

ake Woman ) ‘| Blonde. 21’ (20th) (st run), dualed, |ing better than expected. Should be - 
Dakota (M-G) (both 3d run). pretty close to $3,000 here, enough 


|Top picture accounting for probable 


Around $5,000 promised. Last week, | $9,000 in spite of long run at Rivoli 


|*Castle Hudson’ (WB) and ‘Seven- ‘p; or 

’ : ae | nearby. Last week Pinocchio 
| $5000 (Par) (both 2d run), dual, (RKO) (24 run) and ‘Courageous 
| State (Loew) (3.600; 25-35-40-55)— | Dr, Christian’ (RKO) (ist run), 
|‘B'way Melody’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie | °°,” 
} Meee pte : | Paramount (3,664: 25-35-55-88-99) 
| Budget (Col). Headed for big $18,- | —‘Cyclops’ (Par) and. stage show, 


000. Last week, ‘Rebecca’ (UA) and 
|‘Outside Limit’ (Col) (24 wk), dual, 
dandy $13,500. 


vias 


| consisting of Mitchell Ayres, Lupe 
Velez and h.o, from prior show of 
‘Red Skelton, open this morning 
: , (Wed). ‘Road to Singapore’ (Par) 

and Tommy Dorsey-Skelton went 

Neufeld Shoves Off | four weeks for a high take; fourth 
Hollywood. April 9. week $27,000, third $39,000. Total 

| ‘Sons of the Finest.’ first picture | take on the 28-day engagement $174,- 


by Sigmund Neufeld Productions,}900 
| rolls tomorrow (Wed.) at Interna- Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 


| en.24.00.¢1 ER). _! agit 
| tional studios, Sherman Scott PM pe sien age AP ov Pte Me 
| recting. ; eae ‘in spectacular fashion for fancy 

Film will be distributed by Pro- | $199,000 this week (2d) after coming 





| ducers Releasing Corp. {through the first seven days to $113,- 


to give it another week at least, 
Last week. fifth of ‘Grapes’ (20th), 
down to $1.800. 

Stanley (WB) (3.800: 25-40-60) — 
‘All Came True’ (WB) and Ed Sulli- 
van unit. Got away slowly but ex- 
cellent notices, especially for the 
Stage, turned the tide and looks like 
an okay week all around at $17.500, 


Ziving Sullivan nice edge over 
Zrosses his columnar confreres, 


Louella Parsons and Jimmie Fidler, 
did here before him. Last week, 
‘Broadway Melody’ (M-G), on its 
Own without a stage show, a little 
better than $11.000. 

Warner (WB) (2.000; 25-35-50) — 
‘Rebecca’ (UA). Moveover from 
Penn and showing amazing pull still. 
Headed for nearly $11,000, which is 
phenomenal here for moveover. Last 
week, ‘Virginia City’ (WB), also on 
h.o. from Penn, good $6,400. 
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Heavy Bally Ups ‘Va. City’ to $9,000 
In Mpls.; Tnvisible Man’ Dual $2,000 








Minneapolis, April 9. 

Season's first spring-like weather 
isn’t doing sickly boxoffices any 
good. Grosses continue to hang 
around the lower levels and the cry- 
ing towel is much in evidence. 

With holdovers at both the 
Century, Orpheum and World, and 


the inconsequential ‘Congo Maisie’ 
occupying the Gopher screen, ‘Vir- 
ginia City,’ heavily plugged State 
offering, is hogging fans’ attention 
currently. It looks set for respectable 
takings, but will not do any sky- 
rocketing. 

‘Road to Smgapore,’ greatly helped 
by Bob Hope's local popularity, re- 
mains at the Century for a_ third 
downtown week. After two highly 
profitable weeks, however, it’s be- 
ginning to slip substantially. 

First stanza returns hardly war- 
ranted the ‘Pinocchio’ holdover, but 
the deal called for a fortnight mini- 
mum, and, accordingly, it stays. At 
that it will do moderately well. 
Thanks to the Vivien Leigh-Charles 
Laughton pulling power here, ‘Side- 
walks of London’ is spelling pros- 
perity for the World. The other 
sure-seater, the Esquire, has had 
swell publicity breaks for ‘Birth of 
a Nation’ and the returns are sweet. 
A court action is pending to halt the 
mayor from revoking the theatre’s 
license for exhibiting the film. 

Flesh-and-blood apparently is al- 
most entirely out until next fall. The 


v 


(U) and ‘Honeymoon Deferred’ (U), 
fair $4,000. 
Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Rebecca’ (UA) (3d wk). Pacing 
still good $4,500, after handsome 
$6,000 last week. ; 
Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘Conflit’ (3d wk). Good 
$1,200 in sight, after good $1,400 last 
week. 
St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 
34)—‘Trois Valses’ and ‘Moulin dans 
le Soleil.’ Likely $4,500, fair. Last 
week, poor $3,500 on ‘Vive la Nation 
and ‘Marinella.’ 


LOMBARDO FINE 
$16,500 IN 
INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, April 9. 
(Best Exploitation: Lyric) 
With three of. the pic houses in 
the downtown sector holding over 
previous runs, Lyric has things all 
its own way with Guy Lombardo’s 
orch on stage and ‘Free, Blonde and 
21” It’s the first appearance for 








! 
| 





10-25-40) — ‘Chickadee’ (U). Billed 
in robust style and doing pretty 
good, $3,700. Last week, ‘Strange 
Cargo’ (M-G), carted the house into 
profit, $3,900. 

Varsity <(Noble-Federer) (1,017; 
10-20-25)—‘Danger Wheels’ (U) and 
‘Convicted Woman’ (Col). So-so, 
$1,700. Last week, ‘Village Barn’ 
(Rep) and ‘Sabotage’ (Rep), slim 
$1,800. e 





GINGER LURES 


$7,800 IN K. C. 


Kansas City, April 9. 

Film attractions are good all 
around and _ business is_ healthy. 
‘Young Tom Edison,’ at Midland, is 
the leader and doing a good job. 

New Linda Darnell film, ‘Star 
Dust,’ at Esquire and Uptown, is re- 
ceiving nice attention after a pre- 
view at the Plaza, and ‘Primrose 
Path,’ at Orpheum is also bringing 
no frowns. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 1,200; 10-25-40)—‘Star 
Dust’ (20th). Had sneak preview 
day before opening in suburban 
Plaza. Likely to see $7,700 combo 
for the week, nice. Last week, ‘Blue 
Bird’ (20th), solo in the Uptown and 
dualled at Esquire with ‘Showdown’ 
(Par), played only Saturday through 
Wednesday for low $5,000. . 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-25-40) 
—‘Edison’ (M-G) and ‘Men Souls’ 
(Col). Rooney name magnet here, 
adding up to strong $11,500. Last 
week, ‘Strange Cargo’ (M-G) and 
‘Ghost Home’ (M-G), $9,800, not bad. 








outdoor bowling alleys in the mid- 
west; this to include not only regular 
wooden floor bowling, but also lawn 
bowling which will be ballyhooed as 
a swank importation from England, 





Bowling Law for Juves 
Regina, Sask., April 9. 

Increased juvenile trade at local 
theatres is expected with the recent 
passing of amendments to the li- 
censing by-law which forbids chil- 
dren under 14 to play or enter a 
bowling alley unless accompanied by 
a parent or guardian, and that those 
between 14 and 16 may bowl before 
6 p.m. Those between 16 and 18 
may bow] up to 9 p.m., but not later. 


REBECCA’ SOCK 
$18,000 IN 
DETROIT 


Detroit, April 9. 
With the town really warming up 
to spring and some good bills 
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Durbin’s ‘Date’ Snappy $21,600 
InPhilly; Honorable’ Good $5,500 


Philadelphia, April 9. 

Balmy weather over the weekend 
and pictures of romance are attract- 
ing the eye of film fans. Latest to 
crash the charmed circle of the 
heavy-sugar class is Deanna Durbin’s 
‘It’s a Date.’ Also keeping up terriffic 
pace is ‘Rebecca,’ getting a heavy 
play in second turn at downtown 
Boyd. Others packing a wallop this 
trip are ‘Virginia City’ and ‘Slightly 
Honorable.’ 

In the weakie class is the bow-in 
of ‘Sidewalks of London,’ ‘House of 
Seven Gables’ and ‘Blue Bird.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Sidewalks London’ (Par). Bad news 
at the b.o. with sickly $8.500. Much 
better however than the near-low 
mark of $7,000 set by ‘Blue Bird’ 
(20th) last week. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600: 32-42-57) 
—Tom Edison’ (M-G) (2d run), 
Nothing to brag about with $3,000, 
Last week, “Take Woman’ (M-G), 
slight improvement with $3,400. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Rebecca’ (UA) (2d wk.). Plenty of 
zip to ‘Becky,’ with socko $21,000 
for round No. 2. Curtain raiser was 
elegant $28,300. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 75-$1.14)— 
‘Gone’ (M-G) (12th wk.)—Starting 
to slacken slightly, with $17,500 for 


Orphe hasn’t stage shows set j Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- , ; , 12th lap. Last week’s gate neat 
pot errs Hicseh's Gasety it a seemeree sa 8 local stage in more | Moy Gingapore’ (Par) (8d wk), | round, picture grosses will continue | $19 800, 
its brief spring stock burlesque sea-| Indiana is only other major house | May be cut off at six days. Good |to do better than average here. Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-42-57-68)— 


son Thursday (11). The Lyceum, 
legit roadshow house, however, has 
several May bookings. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Invisible Man Returns’ (U) and 
‘Marines Fly High’ (RKO). Good 
combination will go six days. Good 
$2,000 indicated. Last week, ‘Chan 


with first-runs, doing neatly with 
‘Primrose Path’ and ‘Saint's Double 
Trouble.’ 

Lyric, plugging Guy Lombardo ap- 
pearance, garnered extra space in 
newspaper with phonograph record 
ads, and art and reader space do- 
nated by sheets themselves. Also 
worked Lombardo into several radio 





$4,300. Second week, strong $6,700, 
and opening week big $10,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
—‘Primrose Path’ (RKO) and ‘Dan- 
ger Wheels’ (U). Ginger Rogers 
name the draw here and doing 
nicely at $7,800. Last week, ‘Pinoc- 
chio’ (RKO) and ‘Courageous Chris- 
tian’ (RKO), second week, good 


Holdovers here largely, but ‘Re- 
becca’ has started to pack them in at 
the Michigan, which gives theatre 
three walloping weeks in a row. 
Having settled down as a single, 
‘Gone With the Wind’ is going be- 
yond 11th week in town at the Wil- 


‘It’s Date’ (U). Hitting pay dirt with 
hefty $21,600. Last week, likewise 
bullish with $12,500 for second trip 
for ‘Singapore’ (Par). 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57-68) 
—‘Seven Gables’ (U). Conversion of 
this house into first-run for this film 
proving failure with $3,900. Last 
week, ‘Strange Cargo’ (M-G) heavy 


: , 4 : : ~ ie-in | $9.000. son. ‘ , 4,300 for second k of gs - 
Tae ene, Bo aTaNNY Gu |B a eeyacce | ower dottee) 210; 10.b.—| "Alter, clearing, Gone’, attr 10| Stent-run showing, ek StU 
and ‘Double Alibi’ (WB), moderate Estimates for This Week ‘Ma’ (U) with Coleman Clark head- | weeks. the United Artists brought in| Keith’s (WB) (1,970: 32-42-57-68)— 
$1 600 . Apollo (Katz-Dolle) ad 100; 25-30- ing stage bill. Combo in the usual Northwest Passage, which is going ‘Blue Bird’ (20th) (2a Poth Still 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- | 40)—‘Virginia City’ (WB) and ‘Philo | house groove at $6200. Last week, ie Sa : lightweight stuff. Sour $3,300 after 
35-40) — ‘Singapore’ (Par). Good| Vance’ (WB). After week's layoff, El Rancho Grande ep) wi Estimates for the Week moveover from Aldine. Last week. 


$4,500. Last week, fine $6.000, big, 
after very good initial $10,800 session 


playing for second week and doing | 
profitable $4,000. Last week, “Pinoc- | 


vaude, normal $6,000. 





Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Chickadee’ (U) (2d run) and ‘Men 


‘House Across Bay’ (UA) not much 
better with $3,700 for second run. 


at State. : chio’? (RKO) and ‘Ma’ (U), second Without’ (Col), Former moved over Stanley (WB) (2,916: 32-42-57-68) 
Esquire (Gillman) (290; 25-40)— | week, okay $4,000. ‘| Bowling B. O after only fair week at Fox and bill) ‘virginia City’ (WB) (3d wk.) 
‘Birth of Nation’ (Indie) (reissue).| Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- | oO UU & e e will probably get poor $4,000. Last | still going hell-bent for leather with 


Critics gave this a lot of attention. 
Looks like big $1,500. Last week, 
‘Chickadee’ (2d wk) (U) $970, fair. 


40)—‘Singapore’ (Par) and ‘Women | 
Names’ (Par). Moved over for sec- | 
ond week from Indiana. Fair $5,000. | 








.Continued from page 1 








a stag play and that only for the 


week, ‘Rancho Grande’ (Rep) and 


*|‘Abe Lincoln’ (RKO) (2d run) just 


fair $5,000. 


of third 
tomorrow 


big $8,000 for four days 
canto. Will be pulled 
(Wednesday) for opening of ‘Pinoc- 


Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25)— |Last week, ‘Seventeen’ (Par) and : ._| Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5.000; 30-40- io’ 
‘Congo Maisie’ (M-G). Lukewarm|‘Farmer’s Daughter’ (Par), okay | lower class and lower income brack 55)— Too Many Husbands’ (Col) and chio’ (RKO). _ 7 
reception, but Ann Sothern, Minne- | $6,000. jets. The femmes were safe for pic- | ‘yi. “Cisco Kid’ (20th) Expecta- | « Stanton (WB) (1,457; 32-42-57)— 
apolis girl, in favor here, which| Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3.100-25-30- | tures. . Slightly Honorable’ (UA). Marquee 


should help it to nice $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Swiss Family’ (RKO), $4,200. 
Gocd. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2.800; 25- 
35-40 )—‘Pinocchio’ (RKO) (2d wk). 


40)—‘Primrose Path’ (RKO) and! 
‘Saint’s Double’ (RKO). One of two, 
first-runs in town and profiting with | 
neat $10,000. Last week, ‘Singapore’ | 





But in the past three years bowling 
his caught on sharply, with the news- 
papers giving the game great space 
on their sports pages despite the fact 


tions not so good with a so-so $14,500 
indicated. Last week, ‘Chickadee’ 
(U) and ‘Free, Blonde’ (20th) just 
fair $15,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 


Far under expectations, but takings Ge too ‘Women Names’ (Par), | that, like baseball, it means prac- eh ela (UA) “ 
aren't hay by any means, although | Yoew's (Loew's) (2,400; 25-30-40) | tically no revenue for the dailies. | 70,909" ‘Tract week, ‘Viewinia City? 
less than half of what ‘Snow White’ Mw (ars) and “F hes. y 


did in this spot. May do light $4,000. 
Last week, fair $8,000, compared to 
‘Snow White's’ $18,000 initial canto 


—‘Rebecca’ (UA) and Men Souls’ 
(Col) (2nd wk). -Okay $7,000. Last | 
week, pleasing $10,500. | 





Femmes are unquestionably the 
factor that has made bowling the 
fast growing sport and industry in 








(WB) and ‘Farmer’s Daughter’ (Par) 
smash $19,500. 
Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 


names building this whodunit to 
profitable $5,500. Last week, ‘Chick- 
adee’ (U), heavy $5,800 for second 
ride, 


MY SON NICE 





in same house Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— | the amusement line today. The | 000; 30-40-55)—‘Virginia City’ (WB) 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35-40) | Free, Blonde’ (20th) and Guy Lom- | women have made the bowling busi- | and ‘Farmer’s Daughter’ (Par). Pair 
—Virginia City’ (WB).’ Heavily bardo orch. A winner and the | ness a daytime money-maker as well | moved over after big week at Michi- 9 ‘ 
plugged and critics have gone to house knows it, scheduling five|.. an evening game. With a 12-|8an; healthy $9,000 indicated. Last 


town for it. Only newcomer of con- 
sequence in the loop, too, and having 
things pretty much its own way. En 


shows a day to pile up neat profit 
with $16,500. Last week, ‘Shooting 
High’ (20th) and vaude headed by 





{hour working potential instead of 


| three or four hours only in the 


week, ‘Singapore’ (Par) and ‘Swiss 
Family’ (RKO), also moved intact 
| from Michigan, got big $9,000. 





Buffalo, April §%. 
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route to good $9,000. Last week, Edgar Kennedy, red $6,500. | evening, the bowling places have| United Artists (United Detroit) (Best Exploitation: Buffalo) 
‘Young Edison’ (M-G), $6,800, mild —_ ie a to —_— = = (2,000; 30-40-55)—‘Northwest Pas- cats elie aediliies amma “ote | 
( 100: 25-35)— i i ° epauletted doormen, usherettes and | sage’ (M-G) (2d week). After big| .™ on = i 
Uptown (Par) (1.100; 25-35)—|Spring Hurts Lincoln; sk Sk aad Sedecaitions ‘Wile 


‘Northwest’ (M-G). First neighbor- 


| deluxe service and atmosphere gen- 


$15,000 for first week, should do good 


hood showing. Climbing toward big ‘Chick’ Nice $3 700 erally. $11,000. . week. 
$2,800 for eight days. Last week, Lincoln, Avnir, |, Gone are the oldtime smelly|, Wilson (2,000: 75-$1.10-$1.65)—| It’s a Date’ at Lafayette, is rid- 
Remember Night’ (Par), $2,000 in > ny | bowling alleys hidden behind a pool Gone’ (M-G). Word of its close at 


six days, okay. 

World (Steffes) (350: 25-35-40-55) 
— ‘Sidewalks London’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Carriage trade going for Vivien 
Leigh and Charles Laughton. Pic- 
ture only fairly well received, how- 
ever. Heading for good $2,000 after 
very big $2,800 first week. 


‘Pinecchio,’ $10,000, 
Big Montreal Winner 








Swing in the weather to balmy 
temperatures swept amusement- 
seekers out of town on the week- 
end and to drives in the country for 
night relaxation, with obvious ef- 
fect on the b.o.’s. 

However, the town is around 
average, with ‘My Little Chickadee’ 
doing best among the new ones and 
‘Dr. Ehrlich’ tagging close behind. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15)—‘Rhythm Rio Grande’ 
(Mono) and ‘Behind Prison Gates’ 
(Col), split with ‘Murder Yukon’ 
(Crit) and ‘Wolf Call’ (Mono). So- 


|parlor. Today, the bowling inter- 
| ests are building deluxe theatre-like 
| establishments, with investments on 
; property and building running as 
| high as $300,000. Bowling establish- 
| ments costing $100,000 are common. 
Bowling’s Own Showmanship 

| Bowling has made great progress 
| through the stunt of ‘leagues,’ which 
| brings in all types of business estab- 
lishments for intra- and inter-office 
| competition. It has been worked 
| smartly and shrewdly by the bowl- 
'ing operators, and the stunt has 


first-run UA swelled scheduled final 
week to $16,000 and with $14,000 in- 
dicated this week probably will 
stretch out for another stanza. 


'S.E.C. Discloses Little 
Stock Trading in Feb. 


Washington, April 9. 
Desultory February trading in pic- 
ture stocks is reflected in the Securi- 








ing to tall take, and ‘Primrose Path’ 
is showing top fan lure at the Cen- 
tury. ‘My Son, My Son’ is under 
recent marks for the Buffalo, but 
maintaining very good take. 

Neat pressure on ‘Perfect Son’ 
contest, backed by personal appear- 
a:.ce of Henry Hull, gives the Buffalo 
the week’s exploitation palm. Art 
and reading matter on contest in tie- 
up with Courier-Express got further 
heavy shove-off through Hull's plug- 
ging of picture via luncheons and 
radio. 

Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-50)— 


2 so $800. Last week, ‘Oklahoma R ties & Exchange Commission’s |. ’ atte am Bae 

on cas Montreal, April 9. | Frontier’ (U) and ‘Mr. Wong’ booked up bowling alleys for months | monthly summary of transactions re- bone at $14,008 _ ae 
at iwi, wn we sa (Mono), split with ‘Saga Death, in advance. In some 60 bowling | leased last week. Biggest transac- (UA), tugger, $17,500 fae 
&, i ’ ‘ : ’ : . . : ‘ ’ ’ ’ ’ y- 

town currently at sure $10,000. and Valley’ (Rep) and ‘Married Cop’ | alleys in key sections of Chicago to-/tion listed was purchase of 500| Great Lake (Shea) (3,000; 30-50)— 


maybe better. Balance are so-so. 
Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 75-$1.13) 
—‘Gone’ (M-G). Starts today (Tues- 
day). Advance sales good. 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Strange Cargo’ (M-G). Good enough 
$6,500 in sight. Last week, ‘It’s Date’ 
(U), poor $4,000. 


giatettie il 1 See Pi ae pd py — srelenty ST oe a members of some office or firm team. | up with 31,321 shares still in the till. | fair. i 
‘Farmer’s Daughter’ (Par). Outlook | three extra days left in it. Maybe New bowling alleys are going up| Preston Davies, New York director Lafayette (Hayman) (3.300; 25-35) : 


poor $4,500. Last week, ‘Singapore’ 
(Par) and ‘Seventeen’ (Par), good 


(Rep), ditto. 

Liberty (Noble-Federer) (903; 10- 
25-40) ‘Dr. Ehrlich’ (WB). House 
did a waiting act to let this pic get 
gabbed about. Getting $2,600, not 
bad here. Last week, second for 
‘Too Many Husbands’ (Col), light 
$1,600, after $2,600 first. 

Lincoln (Paramount-Cooper) 
(1,503; 10-25-40 )—‘Dodge City’ (WB) 


$2,000, very good, for short week. 
Nebraska (Paramount-Cooper ) 


day, for instance, it is impossible to 
get into a bowling alley between the 
hours of 5 p.m. and midnight. These 
alleys are all booked solid, in ad- 
vance, for league games run by the 
employees in factories, offices, and 
other business establishments. These 
people have regular ‘bowling nights’ 
each week when they roll the balls as 


right along, but evidently the satura- 
tion point has not yet been reached, 


shares of Pathe Film Corp. common 
stock by Kenneth M. Young, New 
York officer and director of the 
company, who reported it as his only 
common holdings at the end of Feb- 


| ruary. 


Jack Cokn unloaded 300 shares of 
Columbia Pix common during same 
period, but the Columbia v. p. wound 


of Universal Pictures Co., dropped 
50 shares of 8% cumulative preferred 


‘Virginia City’ (WB) (2d wk) and 
‘Free, Blonde’ (20th). Second canto 
should see around stout $9,000. Last 
week nifty $12,600. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35 )—‘Singa- 
pore) (Par) (2d run) and ‘Parole 
Fixer’ (Par). On move-over will 
probably see okay $7,500. Last week 
‘Northwest Passage’ (M-G) (2d run) 
and ‘Women Names’ (Par), £7,500, 


—‘It’s Date’ (U). Should better $12.- 
000 a honey. Last week ‘Husbands 


‘ ‘ sr : : : : : —* (Col) (2d wk) and ‘Convicted Wom- 

Wirt (OP) (epee: 94nen) ty unk Gaus, Chea’ ats. | nee” i tar ean in his company's papers, retaining an’ (Col), second week, $7,500, satis: 
; = —. a ae F ar : s sh Ss. actory. 

‘Pinocchio’ (RKO). Big $10,000 in San Gat & Gattis cines boon Bo into the field, with the operators} Listed as beneficial owner of more | 20th Century (Dipson-Basi]) (3,000: 

mg aan png! “Northwest burg’s queen of the B’s. Maybe ah ye se some way to combat the natu- | than 10% of stock issued by Loew’s a age (RKO) and 

: Se , € m a a ‘ ari ° : v inchy 

Passage’ (M-G), disappointing $5,000. | $2,000, | slow. Last week, ‘Seven |Ta! decrease due to summertime pres- | Boston Theatres, Loew's, Inc., of New | Tate ay write panei 810,000. 


Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Castle Hudson’ (WB) and ‘Private 
Detective’ (WB). Pointing to so-so 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Invisible Man’ 


Gables’ (U) and ‘Black Friday’ (U), 
got a bit of biz from the horror 
crowd, but not very fancy $2,100. 





sure, this decrease having come an- 
nually in spite of costly and effective 
air-conditioning and cooling plants. 





Stuart (Paramount-Cooper) (1,884; 


Latest wrinkle this summer will be 


York added seven shares of common 





stock of the Boston subsid to bring 
its February holdings to 100,314 
shares, 





Last week ‘Abe Lincoln’ (RKO) and 
‘Little Orvie’ (RKO), got crue] brush- 
off in eight-day session for just ove: 
dismal $5,000. 
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VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 





Durbin, Fine $15,000, Leads Frisco; ~ 
True Fair 156, 


{ 
San Francisco, April 9. 

Shirley Temple’s ‘Blue Bird,’ at} 
Warfield, is taking a dive toward a| 
record low gross for the child star | 
this week, while Deanna Durbin’s | 
‘It’s a Date’ is in the lead at the | 
Orpheum. Temple’s n.g. draw is a) 
sad surprise to the management. j 
United Artists is holding ‘Rebecca’ | 
for a second week, with attendance | 
practically unabated and hitting, 
close to first week's take. | 
Estimates for This Week | 


Fox (5,000; 30-40) —- ‘All Came} 


True’ (WB) and ‘Shooting High’ 
(20th). Probably will go to $15,000, 
fair. Last week, ‘Virginia City’ 
(WB) and ‘Free, Blonde’ (20th), 





closed to $11,000, fair for second, 
week. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) ! 
—Pinocchio’ (RKO) (3d wk). Will, 
likely hit $12,000. Last week, $15,500. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-40)— 
‘It's Date’ (U) and ‘Call Messenger’ 
(U>. Fast right from the jump and 
probably will pull fine $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Husbands’ (Col) and ‘Blondie 
ee (Col), second week, $8,500, 
air, 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-40) 
—Singapore’ (Par) and ‘Women 
Names’ (Par) (3d wk). Keeping up 
nice pace, probably $12,000. Last 
week, $12,500. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 30-40) 
—Virginia City’ (WB) and ‘Free, 
Blonde’ (20th). Average $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Young Edison’ (M-G) and 
‘Ghost Home’ (M-G), a little under 
$5,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-75)—‘Rebecca’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Going very strong, with final figure 
probably close to big $13,000. First 
week got $14,500, plenty good for 
this house. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 30-40) — | 
‘Blue Bird’ (20th). Very disappoint- | 
ing. starting off first day at under 
$1,000 and probably around $8,500 on 
week. Last week, ‘Castle Hudson’ | 
(WB) and ‘Money Burn’ (Rep), dis- | 
appointed at $9,000. | 








Marcus Unit-Tears’ 


Big $13,500, Denver 


Denver, April 9. 
(Best Exploitation: Denham) 

With an A. B. Marcus stage show 
backing it up and doing most of the 
drawing, ‘French Without Tears’ is 
topping the town. 

Prices were boosted to a 50c top| 
and standouts were the rule. Or- 
pheum and Denver double bills also 
turning in fine money. 

Denham’s_ spotting seven-column ; 
art and a dandy feature story in the 
sport section of the News on the 
opening of the golf season, with the 
art being supplied by some of the 
Marcus stage show beauties posing 
on local links, is best exploitation of 
week. Papers also lent a hand in 
carrying the stage show over into 
the second week with interviews. 
This is first time in Denver such a 
ote gpideciiagy stage show has been 
eld over. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)—‘Vir- 
inia City’ (WB) and ‘Chump at Ox- 
ord’ (UA). After a week at the 
Denver. here for nice $4,500. Last 








week, ‘Bluebird’ (20th) and ‘Blondie 
Budget’ (Col) okay $3,500 after week | 
at Denver. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) | 
—Pinocchio? (RKO). After two| 
weeks at Orpheum, and ‘Courageous | 
Dr. Christian’ (RKO), after a week | 
at the Orpheum. Fair $2,500. Last | 
week, ‘Northwest’ (M-G) and ‘Mar- | 
Tried and Love’ (RKO) (2d week), | 
here after a week at the Orpheum, | 
were nice at $3,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 30-40- | 

50)—‘French Without Tears’ (Par), | 
plus Marcus’ stage show. Big, with 
Stage show holding over: $13,500. 
Last week, ‘Adventure in Diamonds’ 
(Par), Jimmie Lunceford band on 
Stage, fine $7,200. 
Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Too Many Husbands’ (Col) and 
Chan Panama’ (20th). Nifty $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Virginia City’ (WB) and 
Chump at Oxford’ (UA), $10,500. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2.600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Strange Cargo’ (M-G) and ‘Henry 
Goes Arizona’ (M-G). Neat $11,300. 
Last week, ‘Pinocchio’ (RKO) (2nd 
week), and ‘Escape to Paradise’ 
(RKO), okay $7,400. 


_vratamount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
Castle Hudson’ (WB) and ‘Return 
Dr. X’ (WB). Satisfactory $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Congo Maisie’ (M-G) 
and ‘Bad Angel’ (M-G), good $4,500. 
F Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Shoot- 
ing High’ (20th) and ‘Son Navy’ 
(Mono). Fair $1,750. Last week. 
Ehrlich’ (WB), after a week at each | 
the Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Honey- | 
moon Deferred’ (U), good at $2,200. 





‘Rebecca, 2d, 136 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week........... $1,635,400 
(Based on 24 cities, 168 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
Pet. 
Total Gross Same Week 
BAG BOR oo. ceccves $1,537,500 
(Based on 24 cities, 147 theatres) 


‘MILLION B.C. 
GOOD $10,000 
IN L'VILLE 


Louisville, April 9. 

(Best Exploitation: Loew’s State) 

World premiere of ‘1,000,000 B. C.’ 
finally hit town, with Victor Mature, 
featured and local boy, on _ the 
ground couple days in advance to as- 
sist in the bally. Plenty of expoita- 
tion gags, stunts, and tieups, lots of 
newspaper stories and art, and a 
Hollywood opening, with all the fix- 
in’s, searchlights, and the rest. Take 
plenty voluminous, with Rialto across 
the street also doing big biz with 
Deanna Durbin’s ‘It’s a Date.’ 

Brown and Mary Anderson hold- 
ing their films for third week, and so 
won't stack up opposish to the two 
deluxers. Strand has an average 
dual anti should rate medium biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,000: 15-30-40)—‘Singapore’ (Par) 
and ‘Women Names’ (Par) (3d wk). 

















Pacing for good $2,000. Last week, 
same pic, fine $3,000. 
Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 


‘Remember Night’ (Par) and ‘Victor 
Herbert’ (Par). Average $1,400. Last 
week, ‘Married Wife’ (20th) and 
‘Destry’ (Par), potent $1,700. 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,100; 15- 
30-40 )—‘1.000,000 B. C.” (UA) and 
‘Blondie Budget’ (Col). Plenty big 
doings in town in the way of ex- 
ploitation, with reps from Hal Roach 
studios and United Artists in several 
days in advance to beat the drums. 
P.a. of Victor Mature, local boy, was 
signal for a buildup, and opening of 
pic was put on in nice style. Cur- 
rently pointing for good $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Rebecca’ (UA) and ‘Outside 


Limit’ (Col), wound up with oke 
$8.000. 
Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000: 


15-30-40)—‘Virginia City’ (WB) (3d 


wk). Still bringing in some nice re- 
turns. $3,000. Last week, alright 
$3,400. 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40 )—‘It’s Date’ (U) and ‘Half Sin- 
ner’ (U}. Neck and neck with strong 
opposish across the street. Deanna 
Durbin will cop fine $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Pinocchio’ (RKO), fine $9,500. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 
30-40 )—‘Shooting High’ (20th) and 
‘Free, Blonde’ (20th). Gene Autry 
and Jane Withers both pulling some 
family trade. Aiming at mild $2,700. 
Last week, ‘Farmer’s Daughter’ 
(Par) and ‘Seventeen’ (Par), great 
$4,500. 


ANN SHERIDAN $7,000, 
B.0. OOMPH IN MEMPHIS 


Memphis, April 9. 

Looks like WB tagged a prophetic 
label on the first Ann Sheridan star- 
ring opus, ‘It All Came True.’ 
never had much for this town, but 
she’s got it now, apparently. Busi- 
ness is plenty good, though wise- 
acres are pointing out that opposi- 
tion has little hot to offer. 

‘Rebecca’ is holding to swell sec- 
ond week at Loew's, while the Malco 
Palace had ‘Charlie McCarthy, De- 
tective’ for four frail days ending 
vesterday (Mon). With the Orpheum 
shuttered, that left Sheridan with the 
first-run field pretty much to her- 
self. 

Strand has revived ‘Birth of a Na- 
tion’ for a three-day stay and is de- 
lighted at the response. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,600; 10-30-40) 
—‘Rebecca’ (UA) (2d wk). Selznick 
opus had a phenomenal first week 
and is doing nifty second stanza on 
rave notices and public reaction. 
Should get around $4.500 this week. 





Last week, same _ picture, $9,200, 
socko. 

Warner (Warner) (2.300; 10-30-40) 
—All True’ (WB). Circusy-selling 


plus indifferent opposition all driv- 
ing this one to swell $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Virginia City’ (WB) (2d wk), 


$3.900, very good. 

Malco Palace (Lightman) (2,200; 
10-30-40)—‘Charlie McCarthy’ (U) 
(four days only). Bergen dummy not 
so hot on own; lucky to pull $2,000 in 


She | 





four days. ‘Farmer’s Daughter’ (Par) 
opens today (Tuesday). Last week, 


‘Pinocchio’ (RKO), $5,800, disap- 
pointing. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-20- 
30)—Birth of Nation’ (Griffith), 


three days; ‘Double Alibi’ (Col), two 
days; ‘Bullet Code’ (RKO), two days. 
Should get neat $2,500. Last week, 
‘Invisible Man’ (U), ‘Saint’s Double’ 
(RKO), ‘Blondie’s Budget’ (Col), 
same three-way split, $1,800, okay. 


‘SINGAPORE’ BIG 
$14,000 IN CLEVE. 





Cleveland, April 9. 

With ‘Gone’ out of the way, after 
nabbing around $230,000 during 10- 
week stay at Stillman, key houses 
are getting back into the groove 
again. 

Extra 9 a.m. matinee was added to 
Hipp’s first-day sked for ‘Pinocchio,’ 
which justified it by doing biggest 


‘| Saturday biz it has had this winter. 


‘Road to Singapore’ is getting a 
stronger play at State on night side, 
and ‘Rebecca,’ moved over to Still- 
man for third shot, is still a juicy 
lollypop. ‘Virginia City,’ only other 
current h.o., making plenty of hay 
at Allen on third stanza. 


Estimates for This Week 
Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
35)—‘Framed’ (U) and ‘Chickadee’ 
(U) (2d run). Smart $2,800 for full 
frame. Last week, ‘Men Souls’ and 
‘Granny Gun’ (WB), three days, mild 
$800. 


Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Virginia City’ (WB). Shift-over dis- 
playing good staying powers in third 
week; $4,000 almost certain. Last 
week, ‘Seven Gables’ (U), miserable 
$2,500. 

Hipp (WB) (3.700: 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Pinocchio’ (RKO). Excellent week- 
end biz; if evenings improve a bit 
should make $15,000. Last week, 
‘Virginia City’ (WB), surprisingly 
fine $10,500 on second round. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) 
—Three Cheers Irish’ (WB) and 
vaude, headed by Horace Heidt’s 
orch. Latter hypoing trade with 
phone-book and lucky-number prize 
stunts from stage. Looks like bright 
$17,000 indicated. Last week, ‘Man 
Dakota’ (M-G) and Jimmy Fidler’s 
Hollywood unit, $15,000, okay. 


State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—Singapore’ (Par). Just the right 
sort of light-hearted musical for this 
time, and three-starred marquee is 
worth satisfactory $14,000. Last 
week (2d), ‘Rebecca’ (UA), phenom- 
enal with $14,000 as first h.o. the 
house has had in nearly six years. 

Stillman (Loew’s (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Rebecca’ (UA). Moveover a 
sizzler at $6,000. Last week, ‘Gone’ 
(M-G), on tenth week, garnered $12,- 
000, grand, at $1.50 top. Total gross 
for run approximated $230,000 and 
it’s understood that it will be moved 
into Loew’s nabe Park and Granada 
at advanced prices later this month. 


GINGER, $12,000, 
NIFTY IN CINCY 





Cincinnati, April 9. 

Cinema center’s combined b.o. is | 
a shade under last week. 
Date’ is the chief tugger currently | 





Plus Vaude Nice 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross | 
EE boo b54500004 $291,500 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week | 
EMGE TORE. occ cccccees $344,000 
(Based on 12 theatres) | 











OK $13,000 
IN BALTO 


: Baltimore, April 9. 
Biz is holding a steady gait here, 
with ‘Road of Singapore,’ at Stanley, 
and ‘Too Many Husbands,’ at combo 





Style. 

Most of ‘Husbands’ play is noc- 
turnal and adult. Second stanza of 
‘Rebecca,’ at Loew’s Century, holding 
remarkably well and pointing to a 
figure in close proximity to last 
week’s opening smash. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 15- 
25-40)—‘Rebecca’ (UA) (2d wk.). 
Maintaining healthy pace to $10.000, 
after mopping up in bullish style 
with $13,900 on opening sesh. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) 
15-25-35-40-55-66)—‘Husbands’ (Col) 
plus vaude. Getting steady night- 
time play to okay $13,000. Last week. 
second of ‘Pinocchio’ (RKO) plus 
vaude, mild $10,800 after fairish in- 
augural round at $14,700. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406: 15- 
25-35-40) ‘Seventeen’ (U). Mild go- 
ing at possible $5,500. Last week, 
second of ‘It’s Date’ (U), nice $7,800 
to big opening $12,400. 

New (Mechanic) (1,558: 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Cheers for Irish’ (WB). Not 
getting anywhere at n.g. $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Star Dust’ (20th), fair $4,600. 

Stanley (WB) (3,250; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Singapore’ (Par). Hitting it up 
in bullish fashion and _ indicates 
strong $14,000. Last week, second of 
‘Virginia City’ (WB), piled on very 
steady $9,600 after opening $15,800. 


SEATTLE OOMPHS 
SHERIDAN TO $5,800 


Seattle, April 9. 
(Best Exploitation: Palomar) 
Top new fare this week consists of 
‘It All Came True’ at Palomar, ‘Star | 
Dust’ at Fifth, and ‘Viva Cisco Kid’ | 
at Orpheum. Otherwise, holdovers 
and moveovers, which are getting | 
major coin, 


(2,205; 

















‘Pinocchio’ stays second stanza at | 83-$1.10-$1.65 —‘Gone’ 
getting heavy kiddie} wk). 


Paramount, 


trade, spring vacation helping there. | 
‘Virginia’ City’ completed two big 


‘It’s a] weeks at Palomar and is at Roosevelt | With $10,700. 


for third. ‘Rebecca’ got along nicely 


| five-day 


‘HUBBIES -VAUDE «::. 


Hipp, leading the doings in pleasing | 


Dull Tinge to L. A. Trade, ‘Cyclops’ 


$17,300, ‘Vigil N. 6. 


$13,000, ‘Becky’ Stout $7,500, 2d 


Los Angeles, April 9. 

Only fair biz in town currently, 
with no records likely to be broken 
in the weekly change houses. Of 
the newcomers, ‘Dr. Cyclops,’ at Par- 
amount, will register top solo gross, 
while ‘Star Dust,’ at State-Chinese, is 
headed for biggest combined take, 
but still not good. 

‘Virginia City’ is being held for 
third week at Warners 
Downtown and Hollywood. Of the 
run holdovers, ‘Gone’ continues 
j although showing signs of 
slipping, and ‘Rebecca’ continues to 
hang up new attendance records at 
‘the Four Star. ‘Gone’ goes out of 
| the United Artists April 16 after 16 
| weeks and five days, but remains at 


| Carthay Circle indefinitely. 


| Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,518; 83- 
| $1.10-$1.65) — ‘Gone’ (M-G) (15th 
i wk). Record grosser dropping to 
; around $9,000, but should be good 
| here for six to eight weeks more. 
| Last week. just trifle below $10,000. 


| Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
_30-40-55-65)—‘Star Dust’ (20th) and 
| ‘Slightly Honorable’ (UA), dual. 
Just fair $8,500. Last week, ‘House 
| Across Bav’ (UA) and ‘Earl Chi- 
‘cago’ (M-G), $9,700, good. 
Downtown (WB) (1.800; 30-40-55- 
| §5)—‘Virginia City’ (WB) (3d, final 
wk). Five-day third week brought 
, additional $5,500 after second week 
a with slightly better than $10,- 
} le 


| Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-40- 
| 55)—‘Rebecca’ (UA) (2d wk). After 
| breaking all house records with ter- 
| rific $8,600, all garnered at regular 
; admission, started second week by 
hanging up another record for best 
first day of a second stanza. Should 
have no trouble reaching $7,500 on 
the week. 


Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55) 
—‘Virginia City’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Held for five-day third week, ending 
: (8) with .around $4,500 in the till. 
Second week around $9,800, big. 

Orpheum (B’way) (2,280; 30-40-55) 
—‘Parole Fixer’ (Par) and ‘Village 
Barn Dance’ (Rep), dual, and vaude. 
Biz weak at $7,500. Last week, 
‘Emergency Squad’ (Par) and ‘Laugh 
| Off (U), bout $8,000 as indicated. 
; Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
| ‘Vigil Night’ (RKO) and ‘Ma’ (U), 
'dual. Won’t better weak $7,000. Last 
/ week, holdover ‘Husbands’ (Col) 


| and ‘5 Peppers’ (Col), fair $7,500. 


Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
—‘Dr. Cyclops’ (Par) and _ stage 
show. Started strong and should hit 
easy $17,500. Will h.o. Last week, 
third stanza ‘Singapore’ (Par) and 
vaude, okay $12,000. 


RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-40-55)— 
‘Vigil Night’ (RKO) and ‘Ma’ (U), 
dual. Poor at $6,000. Last week, 


‘Husbands’ (Col), holdover, and ‘Be- 
ware Spooks’ (Col), satisfactory 
$7,500. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,414; 30-40- 
55-65 )—‘Star Dust’ (20th) and ‘Slight- 
ly Honorable’ (UA), dual. Not big, 
but okay $10,000. Last week, ‘House 
Across Bay’ (UA) and ‘Earl Chicago” 


| (M-G), nice $12,200. 


United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
(M-G) (15th 
Starting to get near danger 
point, with around $9,500 in sight 
for current stanza, Last week ended 
Closes here April 16. 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-40-55) 


with an excellent Albee mark. Close} second week and stays at Liberty. |—‘House Across Bay’ (UA) and ‘Earl 


behind is ‘Primrose Path’ at the Pal- | ‘Singapore’ showed plenty at Or-| Chicago’ 


ace. ‘Adventure in Diamonds,’ only | 
other fresh release, is down under |} 
at Keith’s. 

‘Singapore,’ which racked up the | 
theatre’s biggest 1940 take last week 
at the Palace, has been switched to 
the Capitol and is holding up well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—‘It’s | 
Date’ (U). Excellent $14,000. Last 
week, ‘Pinocchio’ (RKO) (2d wk.), 
mild $8,000. 

Capitol (RKO) 
‘Singapore’ (Par). Transferred from 
Palace for second week. Biz $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Virginia City’ (WB) (2d 
run), okay $4,800. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Granny Gun’ (WB) and ‘Zanzibar’ 
(U), split with ‘Sante Fe Marshal’ | 
(Par) and ‘Invisible Killer’ (BFR). ! 
Normal $2,200. Same last week on 
‘Goose Step’ (BFR) and ‘Young Feel’ | 
(20th), split with ‘Telegraph Trail’ | 
(WB) and ‘Philo Vance’ (WB). 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)—) 
‘Adventure Diamonds’ (Par). Sorry | 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Sidewalks Lon-| 
don’ (Par), fair $4,200. | 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—‘Pin- | 
occhio’ (RKO). Moveover after) 
fortnight at Albee. Dull $3,500. Last | 
week, ‘Seventeen’ (Par), limp $3,-| 


(2,000; 35-42)— 


800. 

Palace (RKO) (2.600; 35-42)—_ 
‘Primrose Path’ (RKO). Ginger} 
Rogers getting neat $12,000. Last} 


week, ‘Singapore’ (Par), best local | 
mark for 1940 at $16,000. | 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 35-42)—‘Dr. | 
Ehrlich’ (WB) (2d wk.). N. 3. g. $3,- 
000. Last week (ist), fair $6,000. | 


pheum and now carries on at Music ; 
Box. ‘Cargo’ gets extended run at 


| Blue Mouse. 


Palomar had top exploitation idea 
for Ann Sheridan, in ‘It All Came 
True,’ Jack Sampson putting on a 
revue at the Press club just prior to 


| opening, at which all Fourth Estate 


folks were invited. The top gag was 
a long-distance phone conversation 
with Miss Sheridan, who was in Hol- 
lywood, Charles Comfort, drama ed 
of Daily Star, talked at this end, and 
Miss Sheridan at the other, for eight 
minutes. The public address system 
carried it over the entire room. Star 


| got art and dandy’ ‘press notice, while 


word-of-mouth from the scribes fig- 
ured to add gravy. 
Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-37-42) — ‘Strange Carygo’| 
(M-G) and ‘Free, Blonde’ (20th) (3d | 
week). Hot release from Fifth, an- 
ticipating big $3,000° Last week. | 
‘Young Edison’ (M-G) and ‘Chan in 
Panama’ (20th) (3d week), $2,100, 
good. 

Coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32) —‘Old N. Y.” (20th) and 
‘Mice and Men’ (UA) (2d run). Ex-! 
pected $3,500, fine. Last week, ‘Shop | 
Corner’ (M-G) and ‘Congo Maisie’ 
(M-G), clicked, $3,000. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) | 
(2,349; 27-37-42)—‘Star Dust’ (20th) | 
and ‘Women Without Names’ (Par). | 
Indicated $5,000, fair. Last week, | 
‘Strange Cargo’ (M-G) and ‘Free, | 
Blonde’ (20th), $4,700, very fair. } 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-32-42 )— 


and ‘Oh, Johnny’ (U). 





(M-G). Around $5,000 on 
moveover. Last week, ‘Strange 
Cargo” (M-G) and ‘Young Feel’ 
(20th), second week, very good 
$4.400. 

‘Rebecca’ (UA) (3d week). Nifty 
$5.000. Last week, $6,100. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-37-42) — ‘Singapore’ (Par) 


Extended run 
from Orpheum, expecting big $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Blue Bird’ (20th) (2d 
week ), $1,900, fair. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 27-37-42)—‘Viva Cisco Kid” 
(20th) and ‘Adventure in Diamonds” 
(Par). Anticipating good $5,100. 
Last week, ‘Singapore’ (Par) and 
‘Oh. Johnny’ (U), $5,600. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-32- 


| 42)—Came True’ (WB), plus vaude. 


Eyeing okay $5,800. Last week, ‘Vir- 
ginia City’ (WB), no vaude (2d 
week), $5,200. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,039: 27-37-42 )—‘Pinocchio’ (RKO) 
and ‘Little Orvie’ (RKO) (2d week). 


Paced for hefty $6,000. Last week, 
excellent $10,400. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32- 
42)—‘Virginia City’ (WB). Release 
from Palomar, $2,500. Last week 
(21-32), ‘Chickadee’ (U) and ‘Mar- 
ried and Love’ (RKO) (2d run), 


52.300, good. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
32)—‘Light Failed’ (Par) and ‘Secret 
Kildare’ (M-G) (2d run). Expecting 
$1,900, fair. Last week, ‘Everything 
Happens’ (20th) and. ‘Balalaika’ 
(M-G), $2,200, good. 
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Yank Distribs Slate Sales Drives 
Abroad to Combat B. 0. Blackout 








That foreign business, even if | 
dented for multiple reasons, still is 
a vital concern of major American 
pictures companies was indicated 
this week, with virtually every 
major distributor planning foreign 
sales confabs. 

20th-Fox probably will ‘ead off the 
sales meeings, its parley being set for 
Paris, the latter part of May. There 
also will be regional meetings in 
London and possibly Brussels. W. J. 
Hutchinson, foreign sales chief, will 
preside. 

Paramount also is holding similar 
foreign sales huddles in Paris and 
London, with John W. Hicks, Jr., its 
foreign chief, in charge. 

Metro’s foreign convention dates 
have not yet been set. Warner Bros. 
will hold regionals, largely in Eu- 
rope. No Latin-American confabs 
are planned because Joe Hummel, 
foreign sales chief, only recently re- 
durned from a three-month tour of 
Central and South America. 

RKO likely will arrange several 
small conclaves, with a chance that 
foreign managers may be called in 
io N.Y. for these sessions. Univer- 
sal will outline its plans for foreign 
sales huddles in about a week, but 
does not contemplate deviating much 
from the arrangements of previous 
years. Warner Bros. and Columbia 
are not decided on the foreign con- 
ventions because both their foreign 
chiefs this week were absent from 
N. Y. Both likely will hold regionals 
in one or more European cities. 

Hutchinson plans visiting Eu- 
rope next month to make first-hand 
appraisal of the British and French 
situation. He is the second major 
company foreign chief to plan visit- 
ing Europe this spring, John W. 


+ 


which opened Friday (5) at the 
Dramatization of her novel ;merous 


Film Product Needs Hit 


New Zealand Showmen 
Wellington, N. Z., March 20. 

Apart from film product worries, 

New Zealand showmen are becoming 

alarmed at the shortage of imported 


carbons, electric photo-cells and 
other apparatus essential to the 
maintenance of their biz. 

Any further downbeat in stocks 
may lead to the government being 
forced to lift the ban on these im- 
ports in order to prevent many ex- 
hibs being compelled to close the- 
atres. 


REBECCA’ CLICK’ 
AS PLAY IN 
LONDON 


London, April 9. 
Topping the new openings in the 
West End during the past week is 
Daphne DuMaurier’s ‘Rebecca,” | 














Queens. 
was generally praised by the press, | 
and it looks set for a successful run. 


‘Without the Prince.’ an amusing 
comedy entry at the Whitehall last 





Hicks, Jr., Paramount executive, 
leaving shortly. Hutchinson goes to | 
Cuba for the Central American con- | 
vention, April 25. Returning to| 
N.Y., he plans shoving. off for Paris | 
May 15. 


Long Fight Nears End 
As Music Men, Exhibs 
In Aussie Look to Pact 


Sydney, March 20. 

Looks like peace at last between 
exhibs and the Australian Perform- 
ing Rights Assn. Following huddles 
between Jack Woodbridge, public re- 
lations exec of APRA, and Film Ex- 
hibs’ Council, headed by Sam 
Snider, announcement was made that 
there was every possibility of a long- 








| opening Wednesday (3) at Wynd- 


night (8), was well received. ‘Good 
Men Sleep at Home,’ which came 
into the Shaftesbury lest Tuesday 
(2), was applauded far in excess of 
its farcical worth. Play doesn’t 
seem likely to stay long. ‘Jeannie,’ 





| hams, is a light-waisted cinderella 
| story. 
to exceptionally good acting, and 
| probably will succeed. 

| ‘House in the Square, a Thurs- 
‘day (4) opening at St. Martin’s, 
| proved to be a pleasing comedy. It 
was well received, with criticisms 
good but not enthusiastic. 


$1,600,000 BEING SPENT 
FOR MEXICO THEATRES 








Mexico City, April 9. 


| Was 
‘about various transactions which 


It was warmly received due | 


|a competitor, or fellow defendant. 





| campaign. 


|Phillips, of the Paramount legal 


| intently. 





ZLukor 


Continued from page 6. 














tioning, the Government's attorney 
seeking bits of information 


might fit into the general pattern 
of the U.S. complaint against Para- 
mount and the other film companies, 


accused of illegal acts of conspiracy 
and restraint of trade over a long 
period of years. How successful the 
exploration along these lines, it was 
impossible for the lay observer to 
ascertain. Every time the examina- 
tion promised some spark of human 
interest, it veered off in the direction 
of stock control, real estate transac- 
tions and provisions in distribution 
contracts. If the attorneys had 
stayed with one of these leads, hav- 
ing to do with an early Marcus Loew 
consolidation called the Automatic 
Vaudeville Co., they would have 
brought to light some fascinating 
early financial history of show busi- 
ness. 
Automatic Vaudeville Co. 


The Automatic company, at one 
time, served as a holding corpora- 
tion of sundry Loew and Morris 
Kohn ventures. The stock, which 
was privately held by a small group, 
touched Mt. Everest heights. None 
of this apparently had any bearing 
on anti-trust, but Automatic Vaude- 
ville Co. was one of those bonanzas 
that happen occasionally in the birth 
of a great industry. 


There is charming’ informality 
about the procedure of these pre- 
trial examinations under the new 
code of Federal court rules. The 
idea is to save a lot of time by 
building a factual record from nu- 
witnesses without the at- 
tendant expense of maintaining the 
huge court staff. The Zukor ques- 
tioning took place in an idle court- 
room on the sixth floor of the U. S. 
courthouse in Foley Sq., N. Y. The 
cast principals sit at ease around 
a very beautiful mahogany table, 
usually reserved for counsel. The 
examination is done in a conversa- 
tional manner. Also seated at the 
table are lawyers from the different 
downtown legal firms which are 
watching the interests of other com- 
pany defendants. 


Everything moves smoothly until 
a witness makes some reference to 


Zukor mentioned that in 1925 Wil- 
liam Fox started a_ theatre-buying 

i A youth at the far end 
of the table jumped to his feet and 
asked that the question and answer 
be repeated. This was done and the 
young man sat down again, Louis 
staff, sat with Zukor and listened 
It is all very serious. It 
is also slightly bewildering. Much 
of it is water under the bridge. 


When Zukor reached that portion 


term contract being signed to op-| . : : ; , ‘ 
erate from July next at terms fa- | Cinema construction continues to;of his autobiographical account 
vorable to both parties. boom here despite financial jitters; which touched on the building of 

For a long span exhibs fought | that have become more acute in|the Paramount bldg. in the center 
APRA on copyright fees covering Mexico of late, what with this being of New York theatrical district which 
music spotted in all pic houses, and| €? Presidential election year, and | was dedicated as a monument to 
major loops battled continuously uncertainty regarding the peso, ytd besa ee Seeeees wee oe 


with APRA on alleged high copy-|#t the record peacetime high of six 
right slugs. Pressure was applied at | Pet, dollar. : 
one time for governmental interfer- | Four cinemas, seating from 4,000 
ence against the ‘methods’ adopted by | t© 5,500 each, and to cost in all around 
APRA with Aussie showmen. $600,000, are now under construction. 
They are to be finished between the 
jlate fall and early winter. 
| have been approved for building 10 
other cinemas, to represent a com- 
bined investment of close to $1,000,- 
| 000. Work on these is scheduled to 
is already being overcome by the) begin in the late summer. Two of 
single negative process.’ these houses are to be built by 
Double-features could be elimi-| William Oscar Jenkins, reputed to 
nated if affiliated circuit heads took; be the wealthiest 





Selznick 


Continued from page 5 

















house can’t be expected to lead in| veteran Mexican’ exhibitors, has 
such a movement. However. elimi-| established a circuit of six new cine- 
nation of the duals would raise the Mas in the province. 
problem of increased unemployment | 
in Hollywood which must be taken! 
into consideration. 
There will be many fewer pictures | 
by major companies in future years 
because producers have found they 
can make as much with one good A 
as with 20 B’s. This decrease will be 
compensated for by the strong trend 
toward indie production, although 
the total will still be below present 
levels. tribut free of cost. 
Neely bill will be a boon for indie| First of series is 
producers except for its ‘synopsis’ | March Again.’ 
clause. Latter will encourage the 
making of bad pictures because 
every revision of the script which Paris, March 26. 
the bill prohibits is done only to| That French authorities have 
improve the final film. | finally awakened to the importance 
Propaganda pictures and pictures; of motion pictures as an important 
with a social message, such as ‘The propaganda vehicle is borne out by 
Grapes of Wrath,’ should be clearly| the sudden surge of French doc- 
Jabeled by the producers for what/umentary pictures bearing on the 
they are. Mission of the screen is, war. 
primarily entertainment and mis- | Many have already been finished, 
leading the public as to the nature of| or are being rushed to completion, 
a film may wreak permanent} while others are planned for early 
damage. production, 





Aussie Propaganda Pix 





Sydney, March 20. 
Local Movietone News has been 
commissioned by federal government 
to make a series of one-reel propa- 
ganda pix under the direction of 
Harry Guiness. 20th-Fox will dis- 


‘The Anzacs 





Gallic Propaganda Hypo 





Plans | 


American in| 
the initiative. Small exhib with one; Mexico, who, in cooperation with 


directed for a quarter of a century, 
| he seemed to hesitate a moment in 
reflection. 


Because there is a story about that 
event which has seldon been told. 
It starts back to the time when 
Zukor, an immigrant boy of 14, ar- 
rived in New York, seeking his for- 
tune in a new land. He was alone, 
except for a married couple from 
| his home town in Hungary who had 








| preceded him here by several years. 
| It was arranged that he would stay 
with them. 

The older woman was kind to the | 
homesick boy. She encouraged him, | 
, helped him learn English and filled 
|a mother’s job. As the years passed, | 
| however, they lost touch. Zukor | 
went to Chicago and lived there for | 
some years, 

On the afternoon when Para- 
mount’s new suites of offices were 
opened, a woman called at Zukor’s 
office. She was his old friend who 
had watched his career from a dis- 
tance. He excused himself from the 
program of speeches and formalities, 
and spent the rest of the day and 
evening with her family. When the 
Paramount theatre opened the fol- 
lowing day, his benefactress oc- 
cupied the center box in the mez- 
zanine, 


Zukor’s career is full of things 
like that. 


And, of course, there was the time 
when he walked aboard ship at 
Cherbourg, through the French cus- 
toms, with nearly 5,000 feet of Gaby 
Deslys (film) wrapped around his 
body and hidden by clothes. He had 
just made the picture with the mu- 
sichall dancer and war time regula- 
tions would have impounded the 








film indefinitely. 


U.S. Film Interests Seen Favored 
By New Reynaud Gov't in France 





German Protest Results 


In E. African ‘Lion’ Ban 


Cape Town, March 9. 

Due to protest by German Consul 
at Lourenco Marques, Portuguese 
East Africa, ‘Lion Has Wings’ has 
been banned there. British propa- 
ganda pic was screened to a capacity 
house Feb. 29, getting big ovation, 
and house was sold out for following 
night, but police then stepped in. 

Pic has pulled big business where- 
ever shown, 





MEX DEFERS 10 


SOVIET, BANS 
‘NINOTCHKA’ 


Mexico City, April 9. 

The Confederation of Mexican 
Workers, Mexico’s most powerful 
labor organization, has banned Greta 
Garbo’s ‘Ninotchka,’ (M-G) even 
after it had been okayed by the 
municipal and federal censors. The 
Confederation, which controls all pic 
workers, considered that the film 
slights Russia and her doctrines. 
This ruling went into effect despite 
the fact that Mexico has not had any 
diplomatic relations with Moscow 
since 1929, and that President 
Lazaro Cardenas declared in a re- 
cent speech that Mexico is not com- 
munistic because that doctrine can- 
not be accepted by Mexicans. 

The Confederation is soon to lifi 
the ban it imposed some time ago 
on the Italian-made 
canus’ on the ground that it is fascist 
propaganda. This ban, it is under- 
stood, was largely because the Con- 
federation no like the Berlin-Rome 
attitude toward Moscow. But as 
this attitude is believed to have been 
changed, the ban is to be removed. 

Indication that the Confederation 
is easing up its opposition to German 
pix is the exhibition here of some 
Ufa newsreels. 


RKO REALIGNS IN FAR 
EAST; SPIERMAN SET 


Resignation of Norman M. Durant, 
manager for India, and establish- 
ment of a new branch office in Sin- 
gapore last week, brought a com- 
plete realignment by RKO in the Far 
East. Richard D. Spierman, for- 
merly manager in Japan, becomes 
India manager in Durant’s old spot. 
Charles Julian, of the RKO force 
in Japan, becomes manager in Tokyo. 
Appointments made by Leon Britton, 
Far East division manager. 

With the expiration of the contract 
with Pavilion, Ltd., which formerly 
covered the Straits Settlement, RKO 
has opened its own branch at Singa- 
pore to handle product for this ter- 
ritory. 














Foreign Coin 


Continued from page 7% 











in a short time, Fred W. Lange, | 


Paramount's managing director for 
continental Europe, is comparatively 


optimistic regarding the threat of | 


heavy American coin freezing in 
France. Lange summarized his ideas 
about distribution and business gen- 
erally in France prior to shoving off 
last Saturday (6) for Europe. He 
had been in New York for about a 
month for homeoffice confabs with 
John W. Hicks, foreign chief, and 
others. 

Lange was extremely dubious 
about whether the French govern- 
ment would freeze much distributor 
rental money, if any. He explained 


that the distributing setup in France | 


was entirely different from that in 
Great Britain, strongest foreign 
market for American companies. Not 
only is the return on a U. S. pro- 
duction small, but the dubbing, 
among other expenses, further di- 
minishes the net. - Thusly, the re- 
turn on a feature is so small that 
there’s doubt as to whether it would 
be considered worthwhile by the 
French government to freeze any 
part of the residue. 


‘Scipio Afri- | 





Paris, March 28, 

The new government, headed by 
62-year-old Paul Reynaud, the ‘little 
giant,’ which received a very hostile 
reception in its maiden appearance 
before the Chamber of Deputies on 
Friday (22), is considered generally 
favorable to American film interests 
here, although the new Ministry of 
Information is rated as ‘doubtful.’ 

Heading the ministry is the Re- 
publican Socialist Ludovic Frossard, 
with Socialist Andre Fevrier as une 
dersecretary. Jean Giraudoux, who 
was head of the Bureau of Informa- 
tion before it was transformed into a 
ministry, has been retained as head 
of a consultative committee for prop- 
aganda. Louis Deschizeau is chief of 
the technical committee which com- 
prises about 20 members chosen from 
photographers and radio employees 
professionally engaged in propagan- 
da. Julian Cain is secretary gene 
eral of the information services, 
grouping all other services. 

Deplat Resigns 

Martinaud Deplat, former head of 
press and censorship, has resigned, 
followed by his collaborators, Mile. 
Huguet and Henry Prete. Henry 
Torres, recently appointed cinema 
division head, will undoubtedly be 
retained. 

Although Giraudoux is_ rated 
‘friendly,’ Frossard, Torres and Des- 
chizeaux are termed by a represen- 
tative American distributor as ‘theo- 
rists liable to adopt any fresh scheme 
or recommendation, presented by 
people who have their own axes to 
grind—usually against American 
| film interests.’ 

Encourage Home Industries 

Reynaud, as a former finance min- 
ister, is likely to approve any meas- 
ures giving encouragement to a home 
industry and reducing to an absolute 
minimum the amount of French cur- 
rency going abroad. On the other 
hand, as foreign minister, he may 
adopt a very cautious policy and 
| avoid any measures which are likely 
|to antagonize any of the large de- 
| mocracies. 

A personality in the new govern- 
ment friendly to the film trade is 
Louis Rollin, Minister of Commerce 
'and Seine deputy. At the start of the 
i war, both American and French film 
| interests appealed to him to bring 

back some normalcy to the local in- 

‘dustry. More than any other man 
| he is responsible for the few conces- 
| sions the industry has received, such 
as later closing hours, larger audi- 
| ences, more city lighting and Jater 
| subway running. 


Film Alliance in Deal 
' To Distrib 50 British 
Pictures in the U. S. 


Nat Wachsberger, v.p. of Film Al- 
liance, returned to New York from 
Europe last week with contracts for 
25 completed features from indepen- 
dent British producers and pacts for 
as many more pictures to be pro- 
duced in the next 12 months in 
London. He expects to have ‘Let 
George Do It,’ an anti-Nazi comedy, 
ready for distribution in U. S. short- 
ly, with other features, completed 
during the last two years, already 
being readied for showing in this 
| country. 

The producers and directors short- 
ly will be brought over to handle 
the first of six contemplated FA 
films. It is planned for Film Alli- 
ance’s producing unit to make sev- 
eral French stories in English. If 
conditions are favorable, some of the 
| production will be moved to N. Y. 


Mexico’s Prod. Lull 


Mexico City, April §%. 

Unless something extraordinary 
happens in the way of more coin, 
Mexican pix production promises to 
set a new ‘ow this year. 

If things keep on the way they 
have been going, only 20 features 
will be made in 1940. This would 
be about half the normal quota. 


























REYES’ PAR HUDDLE 


Alvaro Reyes, Para:..:ount’s Colom- 
; bia manager, is in New York for 
| huddles with John W. Hicks, Jr., for- 
eign sales chief. 

| It is the first trip Reyes has made 
to the U. S. since joining Par 10 


| 
| years ago. 
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“Right up there with ‘Dark 
Victory’ “- that’s how the boys 
in Pittsburgh, Memphis, Akron, 
Milwaukee and New York rate 

it! it all came true for them! 
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Jeffrey Lynn - Humphrey Bogart 
ZASU PITTS e UNA O’CONNOR e JESSIE 
BUSLEY e JOHN LITEL « Directed by LEWIS SEILER 


Screen Play by Michael Fessier and Lawrence Kimble 
A Warner Bros.-First National Picture 
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IT ALL CAME TRUE 


(WITH SONGS) 


Warner Bros. 
production, Stars Ann Sheridan; features 
Jeffrey Lynn, Humphrey Bogart. Directed by 
Lewis Seiler, Screenplay by Michael Fes- 
sier and Lawrence Kimble, from novel by 
Leuis Bromfield; songs, Kim Gannon, 


Mann, Stephen Weiss, James Cavanaugh, 
John Redmond, Nat Simon; dialog director, | 
Robert Foulk; camera, Ernest flaller: 
editor, Thomas Richards; asst. director, 
liuss Suunders; dances, Dave Gould. At 
Strand, N. Y., week April 5, '40. 0 Running 
time: 95 MINS. Me . 
Sarah June Rvan...cccccceesss ann Sheridan 
Tommy Taylor... .cccreeeeseeece Jeffrey Lyon 
Chips Maguire....ccces »»-Humphrey Bogore 
Miss Flint....-c.e0. 000 eens seeenes “asu Pitts 
Maggie Ryan....e- eecccccces Una O'Conner 
Mrs, Taylor.....cecce saveececcenene Buaicy 
Bie. THREE osccne ccc te oceesers John Litel 
Rene Salmomn....cccceees eee Grant Mitchell 
The Great Boldini.........-- Felix Lressart 
Henri Pepi de Bordeaux..... Charles Judels 
Mr. Van Diver..cccccecssees Brandon Tynan 
Mr. Pendergast....- ee eee Howard Hickman 
Monks. ...cscsseccees héaneee sHerbert Visran , 
Tommy Reilly. 


The LElderbloom Chorus. 
Bender and Daum. 5 
White and Stanley. 

The Lady KinNers’ Quartet. 





Warner Bros. was apparently at: 


the crossroads with this film. The 
decision was whether to have a good 
comedy or oomph—so it turned out 
to be oomph with a lot of silliness, 
only a little of the good comedy and 
a ‘B’ film that might have been a 
superb ‘A.’ : a 

The audience reaction opening 
night (5) at the Strand, on Broad- 
way, was this picture’s most obvious 
criticism. At times it roared, but 


i i just as perceptibly | ior 
other times it was j P 4 ‘ture background with the intimate 


release of Mark Hellinge: 


Paul | 


| THE BISCUIT EATER 


Hollywood, April 6. 
Paramount release of Jack Moss produc- 


tion Directed by Stuart Heisler, Screen- 


play by Stuart Anthony and Lillie Ilay- 
| ward, based on story by James Street; 
/enmera, Leo Tover: editer, Everett Doug- 
Ins: asst. director, Hal Walker; dialog di- 
lrector, William Russell. Previewed at 
| Westwood Village April 5, °40. Running 
time, 82 MINS, 
Tamniea MCNG@bl. .cccccescescscccces Billy Lee 
Text ree tae . .. Cordell Hiekman | 
Harve McNeil... cccssoecesserss Richard Lane | 
Mr. AmeP...cccccccvecccers Lester Matthews 
Mrs. MeNeil..cccocccscteces Helene Millard 
MOVING: «6:5. 6:cseavbaneeaeeaeeesit Snowflake 


and Promise, the Dog | 





With a more suitable selling title, | 


‘The Biscuit Eater’ could easily 
emerge as one of the surprise pro- 
‘gram grossers of the season. Rich 
in human interest and elemental 
heart appeal in unfolding the in- 
timate tale of a boy’s love for his 
dog, picture will provide most re- 
freshing entertainment for all types 
iof audiences. It will catch attention 
‘from all those who love youngsters 
and animals, and will gain b.o. mo- 
mentum through favorable word of 
mouth. 

Minus lure in title and cast top- 
pers, ‘The Biscuit Eater’ will need 
intensive exploitation to get over as 
headliner in the key duals. But it’s 
crackerjack support that will take 
attention from plenty of the top- 
flight features that it will underline. 
In the family and juvenile houses, 
picture is a natural. 

Jack Moss, making his debut as a 
producer, plows a new field for pic- 





ah eee 


bored by inanities in the story and 
acting. In making a major conces- 
sion to the romantic interest be- 
tween Ann Sheridan, the film’s star, 
and Jeffrey Lynn, rather than the 
comedy of Humphrey Bogart’s gang- 
ster character, WB  anasthetized 
much of the b.o. possibilities and 
most of the entertainment. 

In those few moments when come- 
dy is permitted to rear its delightful 
noggin, the picture is as exuberantly | 
funny as was Damon Runyon’s ‘A 
Slight Case of Murder.’ Lew Seiler’s 
direction and the Michael Fessier- | 
Lawrence Kimble screen play hit 
high peaks in these portions, which 
makes all the more incongruous the 
predominant pure (and poor) corn. 

Story revolves around gangster 
Humphrey Bogart using the board- 
ing house operated by Una O’Con- 
nor and Jessie Busley as a hideout. 


-and humanly interesting story of a 
youngster down in Georgia who ac- 
quires a cast-off hunting dog, and 
goes through many adversities until 
he gets the canine in line for first 
prize in the field trials. Faced with 
winning the trophy against his 
father’s prize entry, the boy deliber- 
/ately sacrifices everything to save 
his father’s job. 

The story is directly told, with | 
accent on typical boyish antics in 
| retaining his own personal possession 
in the dog which had been discarded 
as a poor hunting specimen. Title is 
colloquial to Georgia, descriptive of 
i hunting dogs that concentrate on eat- 
{ing rather than taking training as 
| bird dogs. 

Little Billy Lee turns in a smart 
'performance as the youngster who 
; perseveres in training his pet de- 


The two women, respectively, are ,SPite parental objections. Oldsters 
the mothers of Miss Sheridan and, Will easily recognize their own 
Lynn, the former a fresh showgirl youthful maneuvers to _ retain 


|possession of a dog and protect it 
beget Sey =e — Cor- 

Ims Boga ff on the two | dell Hickman, little colored young- 
aay Guuee a & Sore wreck’ who | Ster from Coast legit company of 
must remain in his room, which is | ‘The Mikado in Swing,’ teams most 
where and how most of the comedy | 42ly with Billy Lee as his aide and 
comes in when the old girls try to Sidekick. | Paramount might well 
mother the ‘invalid.’ Bogart, how- | Consider teaming the two as new 
ever, falls for Miss Sheridan, who | tWist to the Tom Sawyer-Huck Finn 
recognizes him as Chips Maguire;'@uo0 for possible series of plain kid 
nays off the tax money on the board- | features. Richard Lane is Billy’s 
ing house to prevent foreclosure; | father; Lester Matthews the owner 
converts it into the Roaring ‘90's |°f the kennels; and Snowflake the 
nitery (with Jeffrey Lynn and Ann | hired hand. Helene Millard is briefly 


Sheridan as the star act), and then | S¢e" as the mother. 


‘ Nearly as prominent as the boy- 
proves he has a heart of gold by not y : 
framing Lynn when the cops collar | 49g story unfolded is the background 


and the latter an embryo composer 
who had fallen into Bogart’s clutches. 


Miniature Reviews 





‘It All Came True’ (WB). Ann 
Sheridan starrer a missed oppor- 
tunity. Will please in nabes. 

‘The Biscuit Eater’ (Par). Hu- 
man interest tale of a boy and 
his dog. Strong programer will 
need exploitation. 

‘The Dark Command’ (Rep.). 
Claire Trevor, John Wayne and 
Walter Pidgeon in top action 
western heading for good biz. 

‘Saturday’s Children’ (WB). 
Fair programmer, with John 
Garfield topping cast. 

‘Isle of Destiny’ (RKO). Minor 
dual about gun-runners in the 
South Seas. j 

‘Curtain Call’ (RKO). Fairly 
amusing farce for’ support in 
subsequents and family houses. 

‘Sen of the Navy’ (Mono). Good 
program supporter for the sub- 
sequent and family houses. 

‘Free, Blonde and 21’ (20th). 
Fairish low-budgeter for the 
duals. 

‘Hidden Menace’ (All). British 
meller, with Otto Kruger and 
Gertrude Michael (‘of U.S.), 
should do all right as a dualer. 

‘L’Homme Qui Cherche La 
Verite’ (French). Excellent farce 
starring Raimu. Satisfactory for 
French and American audiences. 


_ emnssecintin 











unfolded in front of spectacular rid- 
ing and settings of early Kansas. Un- 
like Warners’ ‘Dodge City,’ released 
a year ago, this one concentrates on 
the law-abiding citizens of the settle- 
ment and the sympathies for the 
north and south, prior to and during 
the Civil War. But when the towns- 
folk are targets of a rough band of 
marauding guerillas, both factions 
weld to meet the common enemy. 

John Wayne is a. two-fisted cow- 
hand up from Texas, who is elected 
town marshal and later leads the 
vigilantes against the outlaw band. 
Claire Trevor is the daughter of the 
town banker, Porter Hall, while 
Walter Pidgeon is the scholarly 
teacher who develops into the ruth- 
less leader of the guerillas. Roy 
Rogers is the girl’s young brother, 
and George Hayes provides most of 
the comedy as the wandering dentist 
and pal of Wayne. Marjorie Main is 
prominent in support as Pidgeon’s 
mother. 

Wayne is vigorous in battle and 
love as the Texan who woes and 
finally wins the hand of the artisto- 
cratic Dixie belle, Miss Trevor. The 
latter is most acceptable in her por- 
trayal, while Pidgeon carries his 
highlighted role in capable fashion. 
Supporting cast is neatly set up. 

Script is crisply written to provide 
fast tempo for the story’s unfolding. 
Raoul Walsh’s direction exhances the 
dramatic and spectacular features of 
the story, climaxing with the his- 
torical raid and burning of Law- 





sar : ‘ itts. who | Of training and performances of the 
adh Be Bctgendnent Sgeaar My = | thoroughbred bird dogs. Interwoven, 
the establishment. Latter, inci-| Without detracting from the main 
dentally, is also a cuffo home for an/PUrPOse, are many splendid se- 
old vaudeville magician (Felix Bres- 


Tynan) and a poet (Grant Mitchell). ‘the hunt for quail. 


Which makes it obvious that the , : ‘ ; 
/ x Z An Arkwright pointer, registered 
story has as many angles as a Hol |as Tiverton Invader, is used as the 


lywood agent. The idea of the : ; : 

boarding house guests doing a week- | dog, py aren the the a. Much 
ly variety show for their own amaze- | trail a i en Ath fe apparent in his 
ment is in itself more than fictional Soom hn or Phony lal appearance be- 
license; turning the place into a S tae Camera. 
swank nitery, with an _ elaborate 
show in a parlor larger than the 
main hall of ‘Rebecca’s’ Manderley, 
is outright presumption that all peo- 
ple who attend motion pictures also 
smoke opium. 

Ann Sheridan, as a femme loaded 
with s.a. and Ann Sheridan, as a 
dramatic actress, are two things dis- 
tinctly apart. She fits the first, but 
the second is beyond her present 
capabilities. She holds attention 
when displaying her chassis, as for 
instance when fitting a corset, but is 
enly fairish at best when speaking 
lines. Lynn is quite wooden oppo- 
‘ite her, looking bad in comparison 
to his work in some previous pix. 

Some of the dialog is peppery. | 
Outstanding samples are when Ann | 
Sheridan’s mother comments ‘When 
“ou went to work this time, I thought 
you were made!’ The girl retorts: 
‘So did he (producer).’ In the course 
of this same discussion the mother | 
infers that her daughter’s morals | 
aren’t too pure, but Miss Sheridan 
replies: ‘Technically, I’m a good girl.’ 


| paced, and takes advantage of every 


| appeal of boy’s love for a discarded 
dog. Script by Stuart Anthony and 


| pactly executed, while Leo Tover 
secures some excellent 
shots of the bird dogs in action. 


i inserted in the picture. Hence its 
‘world premiere’ in that town this 
week. Walt. 


Hollywood, April 5. 

Republic release of Sol G, Siegel pro- 
| duction, Stars Claire Trevor, Jen Wayne, 
Walter Pidgeon. Directed by Raoul Walsh. 
Screenplay by Grover Jones, Lionel Houser 
and F, Hugh Herbert; adaptation, Jan For- 
tune, based on novel by W. R. 
cumera, Jack Marta; editor, 
gun; asst, director, Kenneth Holines. Pre- 
viewed in Projection Room, April 4, ‘40. 
Running tine, 91 MINS, 





rahe Mary MeCwud . 0400860500004 Claire Trevor 
Two original tunes, plus some) hob Seton........cec. bs caawas John Wayne 
oldies, are in the film, Miss Sheridan William Contrell........... Walter Pidgeon 
singing ‘Gaucho Serenade.’ with Meri a 1OUG. oeoee 4 eoccces is ce tee 
4 1 GTUNCH, 0.00000 eor ‘Gi ayes 
none-too-graceful rhumba terpsing. Angus McCloud. coece i pipet os "Portes Hall 
and ‘Angel in Disguise,’ a promising Mrs. Cantrell...... eeeeesess-Marjovie Main 
new number. Yesteryear hits are tate ee se eeeeeocee eevee W where hg Scene 
H 5 pre . USNVOP. . cc eeee seeeeeeeee es SOSEDN SAWVETr 
delivered by an oldtir quartet and i Mra. Hale. cccccese Pocccees Helen MacKellar 
waiters chorus during the nitery Li eee eee eooees 3. Farrell MacDonald 
scene, which also includes Bressart’s Hile......... penn epenoeened Trevor Bardette 
comedy magic routine. = , 
Acting standout is Bogart, who The Dark Command’ is a _ lusty 


shows a fine flair for deadpan come- and actionful western running to the 
aly. Miss O’Connor, Miss Busley and spectacular in its exposition of 
Bressart are close runners-up, but pioneer days in Kansas back in the 
Miss Pitts’ role is too patterned to ‘60s. It’s the highest budgeter for 
previous performances. Mitchell's Republic to date, running in neigh- 
»art is sappy, with Tynan’s doubly borhood of $700,000 in negative cost 
: In the family and action houses, it’s 
a natural to roll up good grosses. 

Picture is a super-western with 
historical background to lend partial 
authenticity to its romantic content. 


oO. 

Mark Hellinger gave the film ex- 
pensive production, but the b.o.s will 
‘.0urn a missed opportunity with 
1yis Louis Bromfield story which was 


| 
| quences showing the work of the'| 


| 


* : . | bird dogs in the field, and outstand- | 
sart), Shakespearian actor (Brandon ing shots of them coming to point in | 


| Stuart Heisler’s direction is well- | 


| Opportunity to accentuate the heart ' 


Lillie Hayward is neatly and com- 
pictorial 
‘The Biscuit Eater’ was produced | 


|almost entirely on location outside | 
of Albany, Ga., with few interiors 


,THE DARK COMMAND, 


Burnett; | 
William More | 


rence, Kas., by the guerilla outlaws. 


Sol C. Siegel’s assignment for the7 


most ambitious undertaking by Re- 
public is big league on production 
values, Walt. 


|  Saturday’s Children 


Hollywood, April 9. 


{| Warner Bros. release- of Hal B. Wallis 
| (Henry Blanke) production, Stars John 
Garfield and Anne Shirley; features Claude 
} Rains, Roscoe Karns, Lee Patrick, Dennie 
| Moore. Directed by Vincent Sherman, 
} Screenplay by Julius J.) and Vhilip G, 
| Epstein, based on Pulitzer prize play by 
Maxwell Anderson; dialog director, Irving 
Rapper; camera, James Wong Howe: edi- 


tor, Owen Marks. At WB.Hollywood, April 
8, ‘40. Running time, 97 MINS. 


PUTO. TROGNOE 5 6i6.6.6.0%0 Se eawe EAR John Garfield 
Pe IEON olcananbiaceeaaces.e Claude Rains 
Bo SS” eee Aaa Lee Patrick 
EROCOIG BUM ss: ccbceeesseeess George Tobias 
ORY BEMOOUE 0560660 pe0000%-0%8 Anne Shirley 
ey ett) HOMIE. «ko cide bso cidcie.a'oes Roscoe Karns 
WOrtrude BEG. cccéccccscacs .Dennie Moore 
DETER. TARGUS 6 o.cctdoccicwcevin Elizabeth Risdon 


DERs IUOEWIOM 6s 6.6 06 si000s 00: Perton Churchill 


‘Saturday’s Children,” Warners’ 
latest remake of Maxwell Anderson’s 
play of the ‘20s. still is good as 
human drama with comedy side- 
|lights to provide an okay pro- 
gramer that will hit nominal biz 
in regular houses generally. 

Basic plot varies from Anderson's 
original play, but still retains es- 
sential ingredients of youthful ro- 
|mance and young couple’s tour 
through financial straits and marital 
difficulties which send them to verge 
of separation. It’s elemental drama 
easily understood by masses, high- 
lighted by some nifty punchy dialog 
and philosophies on responsibilities 
of marriage in the big city: Young 
folks above adolescence will be 
' amused along with their elders. 

John Garfield delivers impress- 
ively as a slow-thinking youth who 
devises impractical inventions, is 
tricked into marriage and then be- 
| wildered by struggles. along with 
marital obligations or,inadequate sal- 
; ary. Part is more along pattern of his 
| Stage roles, and welcome relief from 
previous gangster and tough guy 
film characterization. Anne Shirley 
is excellent as the romantic girl 
jand wife, handling her assignment 
| in top fashion. This is the role 
originally assigned Jane Bryant, who 


|} reneged and retired when married, 








| was responsible for contract suspen- 


comer being replaced by Miss Shir- 
ley after an unsatisfactory two reels 
were shot. 

Claude Rains is strong in the sup- 
port as girl's plodding and sympa- 
thetically understanding father, 
while Roscoe Karns is ok as the 
henpecked husband of aggressive 
and talkative Lee Patrick. Dennie 
Moore provides broad comedy as 
dumbell stenographer. 

Story tells romance of Garfield 
and Miss Shirley, with latter forc- 
ing the marriage proposal on eve 
of his departure for a big opportun- 
ity in the Philippines. Couple soon 
find the marital struggle tough when 
she loses her job and his income is 
inadequate. Finances develop inti- 
mate and unimportant quarrels 
which slowly grow, until he gets a 
bid again for the Philippine trip, but 
by this time she’s baby-expecting. 
Rains steps in here to attempt a 
deliberate accident for compensa- 
tion to hold pair together, with 
everybody happy when Garfield 
finally learns of the baby situation. 

Script by the Epstein brothers de- 
velops story at a fast pace, tightly 
packed to eliminate slow spots. Aid- 
ing is the deft direction by Vincent 
Sherman. Walt. 


ISLE OF DESTINY 


(One Song) 
(COLOR) 


RKO release of Franklyn Warner produc- 


tion. Features William Gargan, WAllace 
Ford, Directed by Klmer Clifton, Screen- 
play, Arthur Hoerl, M, Contes Webster, 


Robert Lively, from original story by Allan 
Vaughn Elston; sone, Irving Bibo and 
Eddie Cherkose; camera, Kadward Linden; 
musical director, Constantin Bakleinikoff: 






editors, John. Rawlins, Robert Crandall. At 

Rialto, N. Y., week April 6, °40; dual. | 
Running time, 8% MINS, 

‘Stripes’ Thornton.......... William Gargan 

‘Milly’ Barnes....... erccerecs Wallace Ford 

ViPGiMid. AMSrOR, crcecceccesesecd June Lang 

POs 6 00.60406 006% ree, eee Gilbert Roland 

‘Doc’ Spriggs .. Etienne Girardot 

) ee eer ee - Katherine deMille 


.-.- Grant Richards 


Eh SEIMOR» 6.64:0:606.0.00:00 5400485 Tom Dugan 
ees AMUPMDM 455 608608 cabeeen Harry Woods 
RE a ae fire eee Ted Osborne 





Moderately diverting Class B 
melodrama about a young heiress 
aviator, a gun-running ring and the 
good old U. S. Marines in the South 
Seas. It’s light on marquee names, 
but may get by as the filler in dual 
bills. Cosmocclor process is of neg- 
ligible value to the production. 

Yarn deals with a beauteous young 
thing flying her amphibian plane 
around the world to demonstrate a 
new carburetor for an earnest in- 
ventor. In a complicated plot to 
inveigle the naval patrol away from 
a certain island where his gun-run- 
ning activities center, the sleek vil- 
lain kidnaps the girl. It takes the 
remaining half of the picture to un- 
ravel this knavery and place the 
heroine in the arms of a stalwart 
marine. 

All this is loosely scripted, so that 
the film runs about 20 minutes too 
long ,without seizing the possibilities 
for either suspense or comedy. Never 
becomes quite believable. Color 
photography adds interest to a few 
scenes, but because of its technical 
flaws occasionally distracts from the 
story. 

William Gargan and Wallace Ford 
are the traditional buck privates of 
all service pictures, going through 
the usual horseplay and _ finally 
thwarting the culprits. Gilbert 
Roland is a baleful villain and 
Etienne Girardot his 
plice. Katherine deMille is a sultry 
native wench who pinctures the 


just as he’s about to fly out on her. 
Film marked Girardot’s finale, vet 
actor having recently died. 

As the rich aviatrix, June Lang 
remains a_ picture of daintiness. 
Whether she’s flying through a 
tropical storm, staggerine through a 
jungle swamp or just lolling around 
the officers’ quarters looking the 
picture of languorous, glamorous de- 
sirability, her hair is always just so. 
her makeup is ever a 


Howard J. Green; cumera, 
editor, Harry Marker. 
ander, Glendale, 
time, 64 MINS. 


Helen Middleton 


Russell Metiy; 
; Previewed at Alex- 
April 3, °40. Running 





EOMOIG AVOIY 66. 660 0ecs ese: \lan Mowbriy 
Charlotte Morley......0...... Helen Vinson 
Jeff Crandall........ » Douald MacBride 
eID y's 6.0.4 6.845596 54:5.40-6 v.08 John Archer 
PR MINE 6G )05.0:56'6 08.06.0064 6's.0-0 Leona Maricle 
IE  PEAIONO 66.6 6.6. 5:5:5000.66.0.5% Krank Faylen 
MUTI C5 5:5, 5.016 68%. 06 K4 4-08 ‘Tom Kennedy 
Leslie Barrivale........0...... talph Forbes 
BAR.. BRIOUIOLON so 6020866000500 I. M. Kerrigan 
Mrs, Middleton............. Ann Shoemaker 
Fred Middleton........cccese. Tommy Kelly 


This is an unpretentious program- 
mer of moderate budget rating that 


runs, 
fort for Howard Benedict, former 
publicity head of RKO studios, and 
the initial film directing try of 


ducer-director of Lux radio shows 





for several years. He rated as one 








. calibre. 


| subsequent and family houses. 


daffy accom- | 
| boy, 
| Parker) on the way. 
arch plotter with a poisoned dart | 
|has the advantage of speedy direc- 


marvel of | 


Barbara Read | 


will get by acceptably as a dual | 
filler in the subsequent and family | 
Picture is first production ef- | 


Frank Woodruff. who acted as pro- | 


nique in wading through long pas- 
sages of dialog. There are a num- 
ber of punchy, laugh lines, but at 
times these are spaced too far apart 
with the obvious dull spots in be- 
tween. Crossfire between Alan 
Mowbray and Donald MacBride 
carries major responsibility of keep- 
ing the picture alive, and pair add 
many mugging and double-take bits 


| to their snappy lines. 


Story is long on the farce side, 
d with more movement and film 


;}action inserted in the script might 
/ have emerged as a program surprise, 
'MacBride and Mowbray, long as- 
| sociated as producer and director of 
| plays, find their lone star, Helen 
| Vinson, swinging to other manage- 


ment after one more play. MacBride 
comes up with plan to hand the star 
the worst script he can find, which 
happens to be an amateurish effort 
by rbara Read, rural playwright. 
Miss Vinson gets enthusiastic over 
the piece, with MacBride and Mow- 
bray then attempting to unsell her. 
With things tangled for the pair, 
Miss Read forbids any rewrite or 
script changes. But it eventually 
unwinds, for the play proves a 
smash hit to keep everybody happy. 

Mowbray and MacBride turn in 
fine performances as the producer- 
director pair, as do Miss Vinson and 
Miss Read. John Archer is okay as 
romantic interest for Miss Read, 


'while Frank Faylen is the breezy 


press agent. 
Woodruff, in direction, displays 
snatches of fine timing in dialog de- 


‘livery and punchy gags, which ma- 


terially assists in keeping things go- 
ing despite the over-dialoged script. 
Production values are adequate for 
a moderate budgeter, with Russell 
Metty’s camera work of standard 
Walt. 


SON OF THE NAVY 


Hollywood, April 2. 
Monogram release of Grant Withers pro- 
duction. Features Jean Parker, James 
Dunn, Martin Spellman. Directed by Wil- 
liam Nigh, Screenplay by Marion Orth 





and Joseph West, from original by True 
Roardman and Grover Jones; camera, 
Harry Neumann: editor, Russell Schoen- 
garth, Previewed in studio Projection 
Room April 1, 40. Running time, 71 MINS. 
MIAIOME s 0c cseredoccvcccceseseses James Dunn 
oO, BRUNE s4 6:6:465 be bie:bies 40104 Jean Parker 
OMIM. ..00565:06 eoeeceees- Martin Spellman 
CUPIRIR MOORS. .scccecesesses William Rovle 
Cuptain Parker....cecs.e6..5elmer Jackson 
ot, See eecccesess Dave O'Brien 
i Mra. Baker....sce cccccccecs. Sarah Padden 
Brad Wheeler..... eooeee Craig Reynolds 





eee eT Tey T TTT Charles King 
on OR reer ee Gene Morgun 





Here is a moderate budget pro- 
grammer that hits satisfactory level 
of entertainment as supporter in the 
It’s 
one of the better Monogram releases 
of the current season. 

Picture brings back James Dunn 
to the screen after a long absence. 
Despite budget requirements and re- 
stricted shooting schedule, player 
demonstrates he still retains his for- 
mer pep and_ personality, which 


|should give him a new start as a 


name on the minor programs. 

Story is neatly packaged, with suf- 
ficient dash of romance injected into 
situation where a navy non-commis- 
sioned officer is unwittingly adopted 
as a father by a runaway orphan. 


| Kia’s determination to get a father, 
| regardless, 


provides many embar- 
rassing moments for Dunn. until 
things finally level off to point where 
Dunn not only legally adopts the 
but picks up a wife (Jean 


Closely knit story, on the whole, 


tion by William Nigh. Dialog and 
situations are broadly etched for 
general appeal, and hit that mark. 
Original story is from radio Silver 
Theatre playlet authored by True 
Boardman and Grover Jones. 





FREE, BLONDE AND 21 


-Oth-Fox production and release. Fea- 


‘i B Ke P tures Lynn Bari, Mary Beth Hughes, Joun 
neatness, and she nev er for an ine) pyayis. Henry Wilcoxon, Robert Lowery, 
stant _forsakes, her air of fragile Alan Baxter. Directed by Ricardo Cortez. 
feminine loveliness. It may not be | Stery and adaptation, Frances Hyland; 
believable, it may not eve 7 a , | photography, George Barnes: editor, Neur- 

lati Sey sin ven bear pat inun Colbert. At Palace, N.¥., dus!, week 
relation to real life; but not even | April 4, '40. Running time, 67 MINS. 

the most envious Newport deb can Psa ay Lynn Bart 

say it ain’t wonderful. Hobe. DNNIR ak kokdenanusbemnaind Mary Beth Hughes 

en et SR ere: Joan Duvis 

Dr, MOPOOITT i.0sacceeedenee Henry Wilcoxen 

CURTAIN CALL Dr, ne Greig.wcccseess Robert Lowery 

PICUON 500006640605. 6000s pence’ Alan Baxter 

Holly wood, April 4. ORO + 6.5:4000400608% «- Katharine Aldridge 

RKO release of Howard Benedict pro- | AMY+++++eeeeeeeeeeeeeecences Helen Kricson 

duction. Features Barbara Read, Alan | TUS. seeeees Oe eeceeececeerees Chick Chandler 

Mowbray, Helen Vinson, Donald MacBride, | Vicki... see. ROS CeeSt eee et VENT Joan Vulerie 

John Archer. Directed by Frank Woodruff, | Marsorie. see... te ececeeccenseees Elise Knox 

Sereenplay by Dalton Trumbo; story by , Linda eoeee- Dorothy Dearing 







Mr. Crane Herbert Rawlinson 
MECN, CORE. 605399:06460064066404 Kay Linaker 
, Inspector Saunders.........Thomas Jackson 
(UMOGIONRNE LARGO. 6566600000566 Richard Lane 





A ‘B’ programmer that is strictly 
for the double bills but may be con- 


| Sidered to deserve more than being 


hooked to a major top-bracketer such 
as at this theatre, where it’s with 
‘Grapes of Wrath.’ That may have 


| been due at this house, however, be- 


cause the top picture was pushed 
eight weeks at the nearby Rivoli on 
a first-run. Elsewhere ‘Free, Blonde 
and 21’ doesn’t need a ‘Grapes’ to get 


by. 


Cast is made up of a group of 
capable players but none has what it 
takes to drag ’em from very far. Com- 


| pany includes Lynn Bari, Mary Beth 
: Hughes, 


Joan Davis, Henry Wil- 
coxon, Robert Lowery and lessers, 
all performing their roles - satis- 
factorily even if their opportunities 
to stand out are not bright. 


— 
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rot properly adapted for the screen. 


Story structure is basically run-of-|sion of Olivia de Havilland by 
Scho. 


: : of top radio directors in the field. : i is in ¢ about 
ithe-mill cowboy-girl-heavy triangle | Warners on refusal to assume it, and | ea 


Story is fairly amusing, despite! (Continued on page 18) 
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BEERY 


Star of M-G-M’s 


dramatic thriller 





promotion triumph in 
Los Angeles this week! 







Greater than M-G-M's 
world-famed “Trackless 
Train’! Greater than 
M-G-M's sensational Trav- 
elling Motion Picture 
Studio! M-G-M once 
more electrifies the indus- 
try with another nationwide 
showmanship scoop! 


is on its 
way across 
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- America! 
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Lampros, Capital theatre, Farrell, 


See Curb to Any Further Theatre sixcos2 wuts 8. Bo 


Expansion Regardless of U.S. Suit : 


Regardless of a consent decree in 
the government suit against the 
major film companies. a fear within 
chain theatre circles is that efforts 
may be made to restrict further ex- 
pansion. Agreement not to build 
more houses would no doubt be a 
primary condition of any settlement 
of the anti-trust action, except that 
possibly a major would be permitted 
to tear down one theatre and build 
in another section of town in the 
event of shifting population centers. 

Meantime, it is also possible that 
should the majors defeat the Gov- 
ernment suit, there would not be 
any special tendency toward in- 
creasing the number of theatres that 
are now on the books of five major 
companies, though other distributors 
might want to step into the exhibi- 


| Triangle theatre, Pittsburgh; Thomas 
|'A. Gilbert, New Oakland theatre, 
Pittsburgh; Charles Morse, Boston; 
A. Batastini, Alpine theatre, 
Punxstawney, Pa.; M. E. Ouslander, 
‘Pinebrook theatre, Scranton, and 
Harry Stahl, NuLuna theatre, Sha- 
»makes it desirable that even more. jon, Pa. 
‘theatres be acquired or built. 
Because of the hue and cry con- 
cerning divorcement, one high thea- 
tre executive expresses the view 
that the majors which operate chains 
have become a natural target for 
|legislators and others, with the re- 
‘sult anything might be expected in 
the future. Restrictions of the | 
majors would not work a particular 
hardship aside from the fact thst, if 
| new territories open up, the pro-| 


summoned 
All those mentioned above are out- 
side a 100-mile radius of N. Y. City, 
and under section 13 of the Clayton 
act musi be subpoenaed by a judge's 
order. Some 100 more are in the 
same category. 





Landis vs. WB Maneuvers 
Philadelphia, April 9. 
Judge William H. Kirkpatrick of 


|ducer-distributors would not be per-. the U. S. district court on Thursday | 


‘mitted to extend their exhibition) (4) appointed David Bachman as a 
‘operations to such communities OF | epecial master to supervise the exam- 


| towns. _ ._ | ination of books, contracts and rec- 
| If the U. S. suit should fail it is | ords of the Stanley-Warner circuit 
also not improbable that further and 11 major distributing companies 


, Approximately 100 others will be | 


within the next week. ! near Joe: 


efforts toward divorcement would be 


'reinitiated through state legislatures, | 


tion field. Contrary to this possi-; That movement began about three 
bility or likelihood, some distributor years ago in earnest, only to go into | 
spokesmen are inclined to feel that) what appears a state of dormancy | 
the proper rental return to pictures, | pending the result of the Govern- | 
in ratio to higher production costs, ,ment fight to achieve the same thing. | 





Trial Date Approaches | 


Continued from page 6 | 














numerous private suits now pending 10c films, through an association | 
against the defendants. If settlement| with Marcus Loew, until June 1, | 
is delayed until after the start of | 1912, when he organized the Famous | 
testimony, the liabilities will remain. | Players Film Co. Practically all 
It should be stated that certain at-! films of this era were one-rec!srs, 
tornels dissent from this opinion and four making up the hour's program. 


hold that a decree. whenever en-| In mos: houses which exhibited 
tered, would accomplish relief, if vaudeville, they were shown in 
the court so designated. , between shows. to inform the pa- 


trons that the show was over, Zukor 
remarked slyly. 

He traced the evolution of Para- 
mount and early theatre acquisitions 
until sound, in 1928, which ‘caused 
drop any discussion about settle- a revolution in the industry,’ Zukor | 
ment, consent decree or regulation declared. Costs continued to mount, 
under Government act. Sooner or, but film rentals and receipts have in- 
later, this official declares, the film | creased correspondingly. Zukor ad- 
industry will have to face the issue mitted that a producer could not get 
that confronts other American in- | his negative cost back if he makes an 
dustries, to what lengths the Gov-; ‘A’ picture and is unable to exhibit 
ernment will extend its powers into it in first-run metropolitan theatres. 
business operations. The major part of a film’s 

It will be in the courts, not in’ comes from a first-run, he 
the legislative chambers, that the! cluded. 
issues will be eventually settled, he! The hearings were postponed to 
says. With two years’ preparation! today (Wed.). when William Suss- 


An industry executive declares 
that as the deadline for the start of 
the trial grows closer there is} 
mounting conviction within the in- 
dustry that the major companies will 


! 
{ 


rental | 
con- 


for trial, he contends that the ma- 


jor companies are in good tactical Kent, 


position to hasten the trial, and the 
inevitable appeals. 


man, William Kupper and Sidney R. | 


20th-Fox executives, will 
testify. 


Abe Montague on Stand 


to determine which of the documents 
should be allowed into the record 
of the case brought by the Landis 
theatre, Vineland (N. J.) indie. 

The Court's action came as a re- 
sult of petitions by attorneys for the 
defendants that the ducus tecum 
subpoenas were too far-reaching and 
would force them to expose data 
that would be harmful to the con- 
duct of their business. 

The hearing skedded for last Mon- 
day was postponed again until May 
8 pending the completion of the 


examination of the defendant's 
books. 
All examiniations' before trial 


scheduled for this week were post- 
poned Monday (8) at the request of 
20th-Fox. 
Kupper and Sidney R. Kent, sched- 
uled for today (Wednesday), will be 
examined next Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday. 


How Ramish Caused 
Trial to ‘Be Advanced 


The first two defendanis in 
anti-trust action to be cleared in the 
suit will be Adolph Ramish, direc- 
tor of Universal from 1936-1939, and 
Charles R. Rogers, v.p. and a direc- 
tor from 1936-1938. On Friday (12), 
the U: S. will ask a dismissal of the 
action 
grounds that they are no longer af- 
filiated with any corporate defend- 
, ants. 

Charles D. Prutzman, 
counsel and a director of Universal 
since 1939, will be named as a de- | 
fendant in place of Rogers. 


general 


William Sussman, William | 


the | 


against these men on the | 


Even Tony Pastor Used Giveaways, 
Lefty Discovers in Show Biz Books 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Coolacres, Cal., April 9. 





Well, I've been reading where ‘Gone with the Wind,’ ‘Pinocchio’ and 
‘Grapes of Wrath’ are doing big business all over the country. I guess by 
the time those pictures reach our town they will be a good memory course 
| for my customers, I ran an Old Favorite suggestion contest last week: 
| you know, the customers write down on slips of paper what old picture 
' they would like me to run again. It’s a great idea; it makes the customer 
feel that he is getting the old pictures because he asks for them. Well, one 
guy wrote down ‘Gone with the Wind.’ He has never seen it, bu’ ha read 
/so much about it that he figures it’s an old favorite of his. Another guy 
| asked for the Joe Louis picture....I found out he meant ‘Dark Victory.’ 





| There sure are plenty screwball customers in the business, which Agyzie 
sez we should be thankful for or else very few people would go to picture 
shows. 

Read in your letter about you seeing the John Barrymore sho v and the 
| publicity he’s getting with his ad libbing, and what a grea‘ business he is 
| doing. Well, Barrymore proves that people nowadays are more interested 
‘in the characters of the cast than the cast of characters. It would be a 
| great thing for the picture business i they could find some way to get the 

people in the pictures to ad lib different lines every show. In fact, what 
some pictures need are all new lines, 

Aggie gave me a coupla books for Christmas which I haven't had a 
chance to read until now. I find with the business we're doing I can read 
a half a dozen chapters between customers. They are books about old 
show business, and it sure has some interesting things in it, like this: 

‘Edear Allen Poe's father was an actor. With his wife he made first 
New York appearance at Vauxhall Garden Theatre, on Fourth «venue 
opposite Cooper Institute, on July 18, 1806.’ 

First ‘Doubling’ 

And here is where the first ‘doubling’ idea started: 

‘Chatham Theatre was reopened 1860 as the National Concert Saloon, 
|; with waiter girls. Boxes 12c, pit 6c. Then Mr. Beane opened it as a 
saloon concert. in 1861; he called it the National Music Hall. George Lea 

assumed management. He was at this time also managing the Melodeon 
on Broadway, and Hooley’s Theatre in Brooklyn. He used to commence 
the star part of the performance at the Melodeon at 8:30; then take the 
‘actors in carriages to the Chatham, and at 9:45 would start with them in 
' carriages to Brooklyn. He did this for a month. The Chatham was torn 
down in 1862. Cowperthwait, the great furniture house, occupied « por- 
tion of the old building. 

| ‘The first play written by an American played in this country was the 
tragedy, ‘Gustavus Vasa,’ by Benjamin Colman. It was performed at Cam- 
' bridge, Mass., in 1690, the actors being the students of Harvard, which had 
been founded 54 years before.’ 

These .nd hundreds of other interesting items of show business are in 
these books. I even read where Tony Pastor, in order to get women to 
i come to his Bowery theatre, gave out door prizes of hams and dress pat- 
terns, showing you that even though they didn’t have bad pictures in those 
| days they must have had something just as good. When you have to give 
people something to make ’em come to the theatre, then something is 
screwy, but as Aggie sez, if people weren't screwy there wouldn't be any 
| show business. 

Well, I'll have to stop for now. I have to take the shine outta my blue 
suit. Give a nod in the direction of the mob for me and Aggie sez. 

Your pal, 





Lefty. 
P.S.—R. H. Burnside sez, ‘The mind should outlast youth.’ 





¢ 





Scribs’ Demands 


Abe Montague, general sales man- 


Zukor’s "18 Interview ‘ager of Columbia, was examined be- 
‘fore trial Thursday (4) by Wright. 


4 . 9 

In Variety Dug Up Montague declared that, unlike most 

In an atmosphere tense with sup-/|0f the other sales executives ex- 
pressed excitement Adolph Zukor,' amined so far, he devotes himself 
chairman of the board of Paramount ;: Mostly to the larger accounts. He 
Pictures. Inc.. and one of the also declared that quite a few ac- 
founders of the film industry, was | Counts are not oked in N.Y., as is 
examined before trial Friday (5) in | the case with other companies, but 
the N. Y. Federal court. Zukor.!in the field. Since 1936 Celumbia 
along wiih Variery, held the center | has been selling one picture a year 
of the siage from the moment he separately. The practice started 
entered the room. with ‘Lost Horizon,’ and has been 

In the middle of the morning discovered to be profitable. 

session, Robert L. Wright, assistant About 30-33% of Columbia's cus- 
to the attorney general, who is tomers buy the entire season's prod- 
handling the examinations before uct. The rest are sold «1 a selective 
trial, referred to an interview given basis with the average about 29 pic- 
Variery, Oct. 25, 1918, in which | tures td an account out of a season's 
Zukor had declared that in order | program. 
for producers and exhibitors to ex- | the exhibitor select at the time he 
ist harmoniously, it is necessary for | enters his contract,’ declared Mon- 
one to be the wholesaler, and the tague. ‘None of our accounts fall into 
other the retailer, with our office and plead with us to sell 


‘At no time do we make | 


{ 
Ramish played an important part 


in the suit, as it was his answer to 
the charges, a denial, and a request 
for a dismissal, that joined the is- 
sue a year ago, and placed the case 
on the court trial calendar several 
months before it might ordinarily 
have done so. 





‘Gone’ Profit’ 


Continued from page 4 





on the whole engagement, which the- 
'atre operators declare was a genuine 
| break for them. One operator de- 
clared he played ‘Gone’ in one small- 
er situation for two weeks and that 
| the first it was very big, while the 
| second fell under 10% in profit. 

‘Gone’s’ engagements to date num- 
ber around 1,500 but there are still 
quite a lot of first runs that haven't 
been supplied the picture. 


ducer not to own theatres. 


Asked if this was his contention 
had 
chanced, Zukor replied, ‘Conditions 
have changed. My convictions have 
not changed. but condittons and cir- 
I felt when 
I mace that statement that exhibi- 
tors shculd remain as rctailers, and 


today. and if his conviction 


cumstances have altered. 


prcocucers es wholesalers. Under ex- 
isiing conditions today, I do not be- 
Jicve ii possible. The producer- 
exhibitor combinations and the neg- 
ative cost today make it 
tive for the producer to have a per- 
manent outlet for his product, and 
I see no other manner in which 
this may be done. Productions must 
have an assured outlet, and broad 
publicity back of them, in order to 
insure their negative cost. Fran- 
chises have not proven very satis- 


- factory, as the best you can get is | 


to sell pictures from year to year. 
Producers do not compete with their 
own customers today. I do not think 
thet affiliated theatres affect com- 
petition differertly, than if anyone 
else owned or controlled the the- 
atres. A producer as a result has 
an assured outlet for his product, 
and the exhibit»or an assured source 
of supply.’ 

The hearing was begun by Zukor 
tracing his ascent in the film world 


from 1906, as an exhibitor of 5 and 


the pro- 


impera- 





them,’ he also declared with a twin- 
kle in his eye. 

At the conclusion of the question- 
ing of the 36 key cities, Montague 
named 31 cities which he asserted 
are just as important to Columbia as 
the ones named. These are small : 
towns in which Columbia sells inde- 
pendents first runs. The _ reasons 

| Montague admitted are that the in- 

a aera pire ed 20 oa photoplay be impounded, were filed 
ond use ware of them. Leuls Pond. | against the Ritz theatre several 
lich, representing the soles manager, Week aK0 by Ann R. Davis, as 

| refused to allow him to testify as to Lawrence Davis, author of the book, 


'whether in his belief producers ; ; ; 
| ; ect | ‘Authentic History of the Ku Klux 
should own theatres, and also as to | Klan—1865-1877." 


| whether he had discussed the ad- 


Dismiss ‘Gene’ Suit 
Birmingham, April 9. 

The suit charging authors of the 
book and motion picture ‘Gone With 
the Wind’ with copyright infringe- 
ment was dismissed by Federal 
Judge T. A. Murphree April 5 after 
a hearing in chambers. 

The proceedings, seeking damages 
and asking that all copies of the 


visability of Columbia's acquiring 
theatres. 


Dept. of Justice Lists 


| Supplemental bills accompanied | 


| 


by copies of the Davis book and! 


script of the photoplay were filed in | 
the case. It was after a review of 





Continued from page 7 NEELY HAS NEW 
ing. Bioff is said to have stated the | 

| International Alliance of Theatrical 

| Stage Employes would take over the > 


negotiations and make a deal for the 
i technicians. He is understood to 
have been peeved that he was not 
consulted before the strike was or- | Washington, April &. 
| dered. | Neely pulled a new one out of the 
The walkout at 12:30 p. m. after | bag today (Tuesday) by supplement- 
studio executives refused to sign a/ing his anti-blockbooking campaign 
Sage contract calling for a reduction | with a new bill which he introduced 
in hours from a 54-hour week to 42) in the Senate. It would ‘prohibit 
|hours, with a higher rate of pay for| film producers from owning. con- 
|the 42-hour week than is now re-/| trolling, operating or investing in 
|ceived for 54 hours. Smith denied | motion picture theatres.’ 
| that Bioff had ordered the men back| Senator Neely states that this. if 
| to work, stating latter merely sug- | effected, would create the ‘necessary 
gested they return to jobs and that | form’ in the picture business. 
[bert Yates, chairman of the bosrd at| 118 Pet anti-block bill may be 
Jee : | in the House the week of 


; a | reached 
Republic and head of Consolidated | April 29, which is the tentative date 
‘mentioned. However, if the indus- 


Film Laboratories. 
Most of the men had returned to | try brings on its flock of witnesses it 
;means that action again will be 


work by 1:30, with the remainder 
drifting in shortly before 2 o'clock. | stalled as during the last session 
Early adjournment, being a Presi- 


Because the walkout came during the 

noon hour there was no interference ; 

with production schedules. While | dential year, plus _— wees meee 
the strike was in progress, Smith an- | 28S 0n a railroad bill also figure to 
nounced that new deals calling for a | postpone matters. 
reduction in hours and a substantial | 
wage increase for 


a signed with Gold Seet Pre- i SET STARTING DATES 
uction, Pyramid Productions, Ro- 
FOR 7 WB BIGGIES 


‘land Reed Productions and Techni- 

;color Process Department. About | 

strike at Republic. Hollywood, April 9. 

| ; Starting dates for seven high- 


MULES ON MARCH |budgeters were announced by War- 


ners, leading off April 15 with ‘Epi- 
Borax Team Starts Long Trek for 











| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








40 technicians were affected by the 





sode’ and ‘They Drive By Night.’ 
Others are ‘Honeymoon for Three.’ 


these that Judge Murphree found 
no evidence of infringement. 

The defendants were allowed cost 
of litigation amounting to $1,000. 


PAR’S TEXAS RANGER PIC 
Austin, April 9. 


14 of Its Key Witnesses 


The Department of Justice Thurs- 
day (4) secured an order from Fed- 
eral Judge Samuel Mandelbaum to! 
issue subpoenas to 14 witnesses who | 
will be called on by the Govern-| 
ment to testify at the trial of the; Texas Ranger Pete Crawford has 
action. , been given a leave of absence to 
| Those to be subpoenaed are Wil- | act as technical advisor for a picture 
‘liam W. Hodkinson, Carlsbad, Cal.;| depicting the life of a modern 
| Richard Rowland, Las Palmas, Los! ranger. 

Angeles; T. L. Tally, Los Angeles:| Picture will be produced by Para- 
I E. Chadwick, Hollywood; Chris! mount studios. 








—— Tem April 29; ‘This Man Reuier,’ May 6: 


\‘City for Conquest,” May 20: ‘No 
| Time for Comedy,’ May 27: and ‘The 
Sentence,’ June 3. 





Hollywood, April 9. 

| Metro's ballyhoo-on-the-hoof for 
|‘2€ Mule Team’ shoved off on a cross- | 
country tour with 20 mules towing 
an ancient borax wagon. Outfit is 
slated to stop in key cities on the 
‘way to New York, where it will wind | 
up as an exhibit at the World's Fair. | 

Understood the Pacific Borax Co. 
'is cooperating with the film com- 
pany to the extent of $200,000. Tour 
will be hooked up with outfit'’s air- , 
'show, ‘Death Valley Days.’ } Director is Jacques Tourneur. 





NICK AT IT AGAIN 
Hollywood, April §. 
‘Nick Carter in Panama’ hit the 
starting line at Metro yesterday 
(Mon.) with Walter Pidgeon in the 
name role and Florence Rice oppo- 
site, 
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New York , 


Kansas City 
San Francisco 
Philadelphia 


Minneapolis 
Chicago 


Hartford 
Milwaukee 


Detroit 


Los Angeles 





- Get set for extended 








—4 WEEKS at New York 
Paramount 


—3 WEEKS at Newman 
—3 WEEKS at Paramount 
—2 WEEKS at Fox 


—MOVED from 1 week at State 
to 2 weeks at Century 


—2 WEEKS at Chicago and 
moved to Garrick 


—2 WEEKS at Allyn Theatre 


—2 WEEKS at Palace, moved 
to Strand Theatre 


—MOVED from 1 week at 
Michigan to Palm State 


—3 WEEKS at Paramount 
Theatre 








St. Louis” 


San Diego 


Providence 


Atlantic City 


Worcester 

Newark 

Washington, 
D. Cc. 


Seattle 


Oakland 


playing time when 


BETES ROMO NE 






—2 WEEKS at Ambassador, 
moved to Missouri Theatre 


—MOVED from Fox to 
Orpheum Theatre 


—2 WEEKS at Strand Theatre 


—CARRIED OVER from lL week 
at Stanley to Virginia 


—2 WEEKS at Capitol Theatre 


—3 WEEKS at Paramount 
Theatre 


—MOVED from Earle Theatre 
to Metropolitan 


—2 WEEKS at Orpheum, 
moved to Music Box 


—3 WEEKS at Paramount 
Theatre 


en oD oo Ay 








Omaha 
Des Moines 


Portland 
Indianapolis 


Paterson 
New Haven 


Boston 
Buffalo 
Louisville 


Memphis 





... THE HOLDOVER HIT 
OF THE YEAR!!! 


—2 WEEKS at Omaha Theatre 


—MOVED from Des Moines 
Theatre to Roosevelt 


—2 WEEKS at Paramount 
Theatre 


—MOVED from Indiana 
Theatre to Circle Theatre 


—2 WEEKS at U. S. Theatre 
—2 WEEKS at Paramount 


—MOVED from Metropolitan 
to Paramount and Fenway 


—MOVED from Buffalo 
to the Hippodrome 


—MOVED from Rialto to 
Brown Theatre 


—MOVED fro:ia Malco to 
Strand Theatre 


Fe BO" Oy any WS A 
PARAMOUNT SPRING / 





““i'm out to shoot holes 
in those ‘Road to 
Singapore’ records!” 

—Jack (in the Bucks) Benny 
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Burnett Succeeds Kurtzman At 


Penn, Pitt.; Manpower Switches 








Pittsburgh, April 9. 

Martin C. Burnett, of Loew’s, Day- 
ton, O., named manager of Penn here 
to succeed Charles Kurtzman, ele- 
vated last week to division manager- 
ship in Boston and Canadian area. 
Kurtzman leaves in couple of days 
to take over new post, sticking 
around only to get Burnett acquainted 
locally. Sam Gilman transferred 
from Loew house in Harrisburg to 
wxeplace Burnett in Dayton. William 
Elder, Bijou, New Haven, succeeds 
jn Harrisburg. 

A theatre service agency to spe- 
cialize in booking complete shows 
for indie exhibs has just been or- 

anized here by Jack Judd, who left 
National Screen Service few weeks 
ago after representing that outfit in 
this territory for 12 years. 

Charles Aiken, one-time Repub- 
lic salesman here, reentered the 
field with Crown Pictures, recently 
launched by Max Shulgold, GN ex- 
change here until the bustup. Aiken 
will represent Crown in the West 
Virginia territory. ; 

Mrs. George W. Moody, widow of 
veteran exhibitor, has assumed her 
late husband’s interests as partner 
with C. W. Dickinson in the opera- 
tion of the Plaza, Bison and Strand 
theatres in Brownsville, Pa. L. Lloyd 
Baker, Mrs. Moody’s nephew, quit 
Corning Glass Co. in Charleroi to 
represent ‘iis aunt. 

Edward H. Goldberg, a local ex- 
hibitor for 20 years, retiring, having 
disposed of his Brushton to a new 
indie group composed of David M. 
Green, who owns Beacon in Squirrel 
Hill, and the three brothers, Herman, 
A. J. and Henry Littlestone. 

Advertising Accessories, Inc., new 
NSS subsid, just acquired local in- 
dependent Display Co., poster rental 
firm which has been in existence 
here since 1910. David Rosenfeld, 
manager of Independent, arranged 
deal in New York with NSS. 








Raymond Takes Hold 


Cleveland, April 9. 
Harry E. Long, division manager of 
Loew’s Ohio theatres for last six 
ears, resigned last week, giving ill 
ealth as the reason. Charles Ray- 
mond, former general manager of 
Metro British theatres, arrived Wed- 
nesday (3) to take over his post. 
Long, who said he will continue to 
live in Cleveland, was eastern divi- 
sien manager for Loew’s in charge 
ef Baltimore, Washington and vicin- 
ity before coming here. Prior to that 
he managed houses in Louisville and 





Syracuse and was head of Universal 
houses in Denver. 

Raymond arrived from London, 
where he supervised Empire and 
other M-G stands, only three weeks 
ago with two children and wife, for- 
mer singer known as Virginia Fu- 
trelle. Entered show biz as an actor 
and lecturer in days of Famous 
Players-Lasky, Paramount and Gold- 
wyn, and managed Loew spots in 








Philly, St. Louis, Baltimore, Buffalo, 
Soman City and Rochester, In 1932 | 
he opened M-G theatre in Johannes- | 
burg, South Africa. | 


Polling Neb.-Iowa Exhibs 

Lincoln, Neb., April 9. 

Regina Molseed, RKO booker in| 
Omaha, circularizing the whole Ne- 
braska territory, getting business 
locations and ownership as of April 
15, to compile a directory of exhibs 
for 1940. She’s doing the same for 


Iowa. 

Joe Scott, 20th-Fox exchange man- 
ager for Nebraska territory, running 
races with Eddie Cantor. Third girl | 
in_a row. ; 

Nelson-Miller & Co., exhibs at | 
North Loup, Neb., shuttered the 
Strand indef. 

Joe Jenny, Malmo, Neb., showman, 
has a cut on everything in the town. 
He owns the village barber shop, 
tavern, restaurant, is the town coun- 
cilman, and his wife is postmistress. 

Philip March, who has a string of 
houses in Iowa, South Dakota, and 
Nebraska, remodelling most of them. 
His Pix, LeMars, Ia., is done and 
opened, while work on the March is 
still going on at Vermillion, S. D., 
and the Gay, at Wayne, Neb. His 
Coyote, Vermillion, S. D., being 
jumped from 250 seats to 1,500. 

Bids for work on the Liberty were 
let here this week by the Nebraska 
Theatres, Inc., and the Liberty will 
be boosted in seating capacity from 
900 to 1,100. Howard Federer, gen- 
eral manager, says plenty of new 
equipment will also go into the 





|place. Liberty is town’s oldest thea- | 
| tre, built in 1892. 





Olson Ouster Fails 
Milwaukee, April 9. 

Oscar E. Olson, business agent and 
secretary of the Motion Picture Pro- 
jectionists’ union, Local 164, for the 
past 10 years, was recently elected 
Chief Barker of the Variety Club. 
When the union’s annual election of 
officers was held Wednesday night 
(3) an effort was made to oust him 
on the ground that he had become 
too closely associated with theatre 
and film exchange heads for the 
good of the men who pay him his 
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New York Theatres 
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GONE WITH 
THE WIND 


While. this engagement is limited, 
G WT W will not be shown except at 
advanced prices. . . at least until 1941. 


ASTOR ==.: 


ALL SEATS RESERVED 
Twice Daily 2:15, 8:15 p. m. 















HELD OVER 


"IT’S A DATE" 
with DEANNA DURBIN 


UNITED Broadway 
ARTISTS RIVOLI at 49th St. 
Deors Open 9:30 A.M. MIONITE SHOWS 














PARAMOUNT .’:: 


“Dr LUPE VELEZ 
© 


RED SKELTON 
Cyclops” 


MITCHELL 
AYRES ORC, 

Midnite Screen Shows 
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Starts Thursday 
Dr. Kildare’s 
New Adventures 
“Dr. Kildare’s Strange Case” 
Lew Lionel 

AYRES € BARRYMORE 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


Gist Street 


Broadway 














2nd WEEK|! 
LOUIS BROMFIELD'S 


“IT ALL CAME TRUE” 
Starring ANN SHERIDAN 


A Warner Bros, Success 


In Person: EDDY DUCHIN 
STRAND biway ana ti st 





Starts Thur., Apr. 11 


Spencer Tracy 
Last Times Wed. Hedy Lamarr 
“| TAKE THIS 
WOMAN” 


“SHOP AROUND 
THE CORNER” 
In Person 
COUNT BASIE 
and Orch. 
Others 


In Person 
The De Marces 
Salici Puppets 

Others 











cy’ MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


"REBECCA® 





salary and that he was deveting more 
time to club affairs than he was to 
union business. Projected ouster 
failed, however, and Olson went back 
into office by a 2-to-1 vote. Other 
officers: Elmer Klase, Walter Behr, 
George Wittman and August Mom- 
mer. 





Edwards’ Final 4 Keys 
Sol Edwards, distribution head for 
Franklyn Warner’s Fine Arts Pic- 
tures, setting the final four fran- 
chises this week to give the outfit 
29 exchanges. That will complete 


‘the setup. 


New branches are in _ Atlanta, 
Charlotte, New Orleans and Mem- 
phis. 





Hamrick Back 
Seattle, April 9. 

John Hamrick back in town, after 
three months at Palm Springs. 

Latest expansion of Jensen-von 
Herberg is acquisition of Renton the- 
atre, at Renton, nearby dorp, where 
Fey Bros. have Fey’s Roxy. J-vH 
have 10-year lease, will spend $20,- 
000 to remodel, and open during 
June under new name for house, 





Caldwell Brown’s Will 
Zanesville, O., April 9. 
The will ef Caldwell H. Brown, 
neral manager and treasurer of 


| Zanesville Theatres, Inc., here, be- 


queaths his estate to his wife, 
Frances F. Brown. The decument, 
executed March 24, 1936, names the 
widow and the First Trust & Sav- 
ings bank co-executors. 





Fred ‘Ford’s New Berth 
Memphis, April 9. 

Fred Ford, manager of the Malco, 
Memphis, under M. A. Lightman- 
Paramount operation, but now back 
in the hands of the Loew circuit, has 
joined RKO as an exploitation di- 
rector. 

He will cover the Memphis and 
New Orleans exchange territories in 
his new post. 





Youngstown Showmen’s Club 
Youngstown, O., April 9. 
Meeting will be held April 14 to 


_organize a Youngstown unit of the 


Showmen’s Club. Duke Dukenbrod, 
former manager of Cole Bros. circus, 
wil] be toastmaster. John R. Elliott, 
former manager of the Palace, is 
temporary chairman of the Youngs- 
town unit, which is sponsored by the 
Canton Showmen’s Club. 





Wilby-Kincey’s New Oone 
Spartanburg, S. C., April 9. 

Wilby-Kincey closed Criterion, 
one of chain’s four local houses, and 
will build new theatre this summer. 
Suvern Allien promoted to manager 
of Strand. Dave Garvin transferred 
to Forsythe, Winston-Salem, N. C., 
as manager. 

West Point Mfg. Co. has begun 
construction of theatre fo> employes 
at its Riverview, Ala., plant. 


N. C., chartered to operate theatres. 
Worth Stewart of Dunn, N. C.,, 
purchased the Lyric, Lillington, N.C. 
Castle, Wake Forest, N. C., razed 
by $7,500 fire, will be rebuilt. 
George Parr, owner of Imperial, 
Lancaster, S. C., plans to construct a 
second house this spring seating 800. 





Elections Hurt Sask. B.O. 
Regina, Sask., April 9. 

Small-town theatre _ business 
slumped just prior to the recent fed- 
eral elections, when political meet- 
ings got most of the crowds. Some 
theatres benefited when they were 
able to rent their houses to the cam- 
paigners for meetings, usually at 
times that did not interfere with 
show dates. 

_ Unique, Rosetown, reduces admis- 
sions for the first three days of each 
week to bolster business. 

C. E. Bickle will replace his Bickle 
theatre, Courtnay, B. C., with a new 
house this spring. 





Cohan-Ringling 


|____s Continuea from page 1 








ting up an independent production 
unit in which Cohan could have a 
part. Story would be a cavalcade of 
— woven around the player’s 
ife. 

Great deal of Interest is being 
shown by film companies in the biog- 
raphy of John Ringling, circus found- 
er, to be published in Cosmopolitan 
mag in three parts during the sum- 
mer, 

To be issued in book form later, 
it was written by Earl Wilson in 
collaboration with Ringling’s former 
secretary. 





Prov. Fetes for Cohan 
Providence, April 9. 

George M. Cohan departs this 
morning for here, where his 
‘Return of The Vagabond’ opens 
Friday (12). Star will be met at 
the station by William H. Vander- 
bilt, governor of Rhode Island, and 
a series of affairs are scheduled in 
Cohan’s honor. Play satirizes dram- 
atists from Ibsen to Saroyan, al- 
though it is supposed to be a sequel 
to ‘The Tavern.’ 

Cohan wrote, produced and will 
act in ‘Vagabond,’ which goes to 
Boston Monday (15). Broadway 








Spectacular Stage Productions 











| berth is to be decided on thereafter. 


Stoneville Theatre Co., Stoneville,’ 





FREE, BLONDE AND 21 


a woman’s hotel in New York which 
houses among its collection of lovelies 
a gold-digging little lady who ulti- 
mately gets herself badly involved in 
a gangster murder. The story mixes 
the elements of comedy with melo- 
drama, starting out very definitely as 
the former and ending on the more 
somber note, 

Plot embodies a number of situa- 
tions and actions on the part of its 
characters that border on the un- 
reasonable and implausible. On oc- 
casion a noticeable strain exists in 
the playing and direction, while also, 
at times the dialog appears forced 
and unnatural. 

Ricardo Cortez, who directed, 
didn’t have so much to work with. 
Photography is up to standard except 
that some of the montage shots are 











lacking in effectiveness. George 
Barnes heads the camera crew on the 
picture. 


Miss Bari and Henry Wilcoxon are 
paired for top romantic interest, 
while Mary Beth Hughes and Robert 
Lowery are another combo, Miss 
Hughes is so wholly unsympathetic 
that one feels sorry for Lowery being 
such a dupe. Miss Davis, as a 
chambermaid, draws some _ pretty 
good laughs but it’s not a major as- 
signment for this capable comedi- 
enne. Alan Baxter plays a suave 
holdup man. Char. 


THE HIDDEN MENACE 


(BRITISH-MADE) 


Ailiance Films release of Associated Brit- 





ish production. Features Otto Kruger, 
Gertrude Michael. Directed by Albert De 
Courville. Stery and adaptation, Elizabeth 
Meehan; editor, T.ionel Tomlinson; photog- 
raphy, Claude Friese-Greene. At Central, 
N.Y., week April 3, 40; dual. Running time, 
56 MINS, 

UUINL OG 4.545 6.066000 0 NES GES 88 Otte Kruger 
MEE. Kb6ecbesicepeoedene Gertruve Michael 
RINE ss :0'4.6b:064.65:600090N04005 044 John Clements 
NN «60s 445850554040064005 65 Patrick Barr 
Ds ¢ gGaKaeuseesee deeb esas Rarbara Blair 
oo nr ern Gene Sheldon 
94:0 05.06.00.00 00k 8ea5s4e John ‘Turnbull 


In ‘Hidden Menace’ the tight little 
isle of England has sent the Ameri- 
can market a romantic melodrama 
that ought to coast along fairly well 
as a double feature entry. It will 
incur no audience wrath, though also 
not having so much for the b.o. out- 
side of any curiosity the title may 
arouse. 

The background of the story com- 
mingles the old love triangle from a 
different slant with that of vaude- 
ville performers, backstage action, 
wire-walking, magicians, dancers, etc. 
Results, which include good romantic 
interest and suspense, are sufficient- 
ly satisfactory to overcome the weak- 
er points, taking in the dance rou- 
tines and other performances that 
are a part of the action. Gertrude 
Michael is cast as a dancer, and ap- 
parently uses a double, as also occurs 
in the high-wire routine laid out for 
John Clements. 

Locale is Vienna and about 90% of 
the action takes place in and around 
a variety theatre, but there are a 
flock of English accents around for a 
place like Vienna, including the the- 
atre manager, hotel keeper, etc. 

Title is derived from the efforts of 
a jealous suitor to do away with 
rivals through his use of a light ma- 
chine which he, as a magician, uses 
in his own act. It seems the evil 
machine will throw lights on a tight 
wire, for instance, that distorts the 
vision of anyone within its focus and 
makes several wires appear where 
there is only one. 

Along somewhat interesting lines, 
the story pits Otto Kruger, a love- 
mad magician, against Clements, who 
is doing a rope-walking act on the 
same bill. Both are in love with the 
dancer (Miss Michael). Originally 
Patrick Barr is the famed Truxa of 
the high-wire, in love with Miss 
Michael. He loses his nerve from 


|| what Kruger has done ot him, and 


makes a deal with a lesser-known to 
impersonate him, carrying out exist- 
ing contracts. Subsequently _ this 
lesser-known (Clements) falls in love 
with Miss Michael, and incurs fresh 
murder-inspiring jealousies. 


ers’ (Korda), carries out his assign- 
ment effectively, while Kruger is on 
the job at all times as the heavy. 
Miss Michael, who photographs 
blonde at times, brunet at others, is 
a romantic lead who is a bit on the 
glamour side. Both Miss Michael 
and Kruger are Hollywood-trained. 
Gene Sheldon is the nearest ap- 
proach to comedy, but in trying to 
be a bit like Edward Everett Horton, 
whom he resembles rather vaguely, 
he makes quite a mess of it. Char. 


L’Homme Qui Cherche La 


Verite 


(‘The Man Who Seeks the Truth’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 


Paris, March 25. 

C.C.F.C. release of Gibe production. stars 
Raimu; features Jacqueline Delubac, Jean 
Mercanton, Alerme, Gabrielle Dvorziat, 
Tramel, Jean Merecanton, Yvette Lebon, 
Suzanne Dehelly. Directed by Alexandre 
Esway. Scenario and dialog, Pierre Wolff; 
cameraman, Armenise. At Marivaux, Paris. 
Running time, 84 MINS, 











Raimu, Alexandre Esway, Pierre 
Wolff and a competent cast of sup- 


Film ‘Deotéwe 


Continued from page 14 ___ 


— 











| porting actors have successfully co]- 
| laborated to make the first pic begun 
‘and completed since the outbreak of 
|hostilities a fast-moving, highly 
amusing farce. It should go over bi 
with French audiences both in the 
capital and the sticks, where the 
long list of b.o. names should dress 
provincial marquees. It has enough 
a hg to give it American remake 
value, 


It is a triumph of acting, direction 

and subject matter, the type of pict 
now desired by French audiences 
who feel an instinctive need for en- 
tertainment. Raimu’s characterizae 
tion of a rich banker who is sube- 
llimely happy while he lives in 
‘ignorance of the falseness of his 
| mistress, relatives and friends, and 
becomes tragically unhappy when 
shown the light, is another personal 
|triumph. There is probably no other 
|thesp in France who can flit from 
amusing to tragic roles with Raimu’s 
skill and feeling. Here he’s called 
;upon to play both, and he does so 
with such mastery as to further 
stamp him among the best. 


For Director Esway, who has since 
joined the Foreign Legion as an of- 
ficer, it is a vindication against the 
critics who found fault for turning 
over the first pict of the season to a 
foreigner. The Hungarian shows 
more than a superficial understand- 
ing of the French nature and he con- 
veys this understanding to the screen 
with feeling and sincerity. Wolff's 
scenario has a sparkling quality of 
freshness about it while his dialog is 
amusing and above the ordinary. 


Jacqueline Delubac, Guitry’s ex, 
shows some improvement, but still 
has a long road to trod before she 
can be rated with fast company. She 
fails to give much conviction to her 
expression of the nobler emotions, 
and is best as the indifferent, heart- 
less, unfaithful mistress. Jean Mer- 
canton is coming along fast and does 
a thoroughly workmanlike job as 
Raimu’s disappointing protege, who 
is Miss Delubac’s lover. Tramel, 
Alerme, Gabrielle Dorziat, Yvette 
Lebon, Jean Tisier, and Suzy Dehelly 
all contribute to the pict’s excele 
lence. Rave. 


And Drive Us Nuts 


Hollywood, April 9. 
‘They Drive at Night.’ a yarn 
about motor trucking, rolled yestere 
day (Mon.) with George Raft and 
Ann Sheridan in the top spots at 
Warners. 


Raoul Walsh directs. 














Orson Speaks 


Continued from page 3 














‘class A ring-in-the-ear gypsy of the 
theatre,’ Emil Jannings and Spencer 
Tracy were named the greatest film 
actors. 


Welles said the only thing he has 





Clements, who was in ‘Four Feath- | 


found wrong with Hollywood is that 
it’s too respectable. Eyebrows raised 
| and lorgnettes fell when he drew a 
| comparison between ladies of society 
and prosties, giving the latter the 
best of it. ‘The grand dames want 
all the privileges but won't accept 


any of the responsibilities,’ he de- 
| clared. 
Pasadenans paid $1,250 for the 


| Welles lecture. He's booked for @ 
| flock of other dates, with Kanses 
City paying him top fee of $1,500. 





Drama Defended 


Chapel Hill, N. C., Avril 9. 
| Southern Drama Festiv: : at 
jthe University of North Warolina 


| last week, heard various speakers ex- 

press views about the current state 
| of the theatre and wound up by pass- 
| ing a resolution against ‘misrepre- 
sentation’ of touring shows. Feature 
|of the conclave was the final night 
(Saturday) revival of ‘When Witches 
Ride,’ the Carolina Playmakers’ first 
production 21 years ago. Piece was 
authored by Elizabeth Law (Mrs. 
Paul Green). George Denny, head 
of Town Hall, N. Y., and a former 
official of the Playmakers, played 
one of the leads. 


Resolution adopted by the meeting 
declared that ‘we of the nonprofes- 
sional theatre support competent 
and legitimate road shows, but we 
are opposed to misrepresentations’ 
such as unsubstantiated claims that 
the productions have ‘the original 
New York casts or the equivalent 
when such is not true.’ 


Clifford Odets, speaking at a lunch- 
eon session of the Festival, expressed 
faith in the intellectual future of 
America, declaring that the country 
is still in its cultural infancy. Bar- 
rett H. Clark, of the Dramatists Play 
Service, Inc., asserted ‘hat while 
‘much of the criticism of Broadway 
is deserved, any season that pro- 
duces one good play is a worthwhile 
season.’ 
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44 New Houses Built in Michigan 
Past 2 Years; More New Theatres 





Detroit, April 9. 

Theatre building in Michigan is 
booming with 44 houses having been 
built in the state during the past two 
years. 

A recent survey by the Allied 
Theatres showed the state’s total is 
now slightly better than 580 houses. 
Additional seating capacity provided 
by the new houses is 8,675 in De- 
troit and 18,242 throughout other 
places in the state. 

Detroit still has nearly half of 
the state’s approximate seating ca- 
pacity of 400,000. This is not in- 
cluding suburban cities near Detroit 
where there has been major theatre 


‘ pbuilding launched. Big houses are 


going up in nearby towns where, 
under the new boom in private 
housing, many Detroiters are build- 
ing their new homes, 

Paramount has closed a deal to 
take over a theatre now under con- 
struction at Birmingham, Mich., su- 
burb of Detroit. To be known as the 
Bloomfield, it will seat 1,000 and will 
be ready sometime this fall. 

Two weeks ago Par completed ar- 


are —_ 








rangements re-acquiring the Madi- 
son, Detroit, lease on which it had 
given up last year. 





Cullins-Evans’ Nabe 


Memphis, April 9. 

New nabe anounced by Chalmers 
Cullins and Nate Evans, partners 
past three years in operation of first- 
run Orpheum, recently acquired’ by 
M. A. Lightman through purchase 
of outstanding bonds, will be called 
the Idlewild and located in choice 
residential section. A building per- 
mit was granted this week. Con- 
struction starts May 1. 

Cullins and Evans already operate 
the Savoy, Negro theatre in North 
Memphis. 





Texas Still Cnstructing ’Em 
Dallas, April 9. 

More than $325,000 is represented 
in new houses in the Texas area, a 
survey here showed last week. Due 
to start soon is the Airway, nabe, for 
P. G. Cameron, owner of the Peak, 
here, 750-seater. 





FEMME PIC CUSTOMER 
FOS B.0. STICKUP 


Baltimore, April 9. 
Attempt at a stickup of the nabe 
Capitol b.o. here was foiled by 
quick action on the part of a femme 
customer, a checker and _ house 








manager Robert Marhenke. Given 
a note by the holdup man with in-| 
structions to hand over her cash, 
Elizabeth Bloom, the cashier, hesi- | 
tated for a moment causing the 
holdup man to place his arm threat- | 
eningly on his hip pocket. Action’ 
tipped Lottie Taylor, about to buy 4 
ticket herself, into hurrying into the} 
theatre to spread an alarm. James! 
Barr, checker, rushed out to grapple | 
with the stickup man who knocked | 
him down but failed to outrun man- 
ager Marhenke, who grabbed him 
and held on until arrival of police. 

Marhenke is a police magistrate- 
at-large on the side, but did not sit 
in this case. 


{ 





Disney Lands Sonovox 


Hollyweod, April 9. 
Walt Disney closed a four-year 
deal for the exclusive use of Gilbert 
Wright’s recently invented Sonovox 
in animated cartoons. 
Three major plants had been dick- 
ering for the device. 


For Fifth Year, Any Action On 
A New Copyright Bill Stalled 





Washington, April 9. 

There will be no general copy- 
right legislation at the present ses- 
sion of Congress. For the fifth 
successive year, the matter of re- 
vising the 30-year old statute to con- 
form with the Berne convention 
has been put on the shelf. 

Decision to sidestep the whole 
controversy once more was reached 
last week at secret meeting of the 
| Senate Patents Committee, which 
felt there is insufficient time to go 
into the matter bound to result in 
such argument and on which views 
are so conflicting. Meanwhile, the 
legislation still has not even been 
introduced in the House, where in 
the past the greatest delay has de- 
veloped. 

Whether another attempt will be 
made to ratify the treaty taking the 
United States into the International 
Copyright Union remains conject- 
ural, Plans of Senator Elbert Thomas 
| of Utah, manager of the pact, are 
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indefinite, largely because of dis- 
agreement among experts whether 


the agreement would supersede ex- 
isting law. Some authorities feel 
it would be pointless to ratify un- 
less Congress takes action to iron 
out conflicts between the pact and 
the present antiquated = statutes; 
others hold that the treaty would 
automatically alter any inconsistent 
or contradicatory provisions of our 
existing laws. 

The Senate group even discarded 
the idea of a stop-gap bill that would 
remove any such legal doubt. It 
had been suggested that the simplest 
solution would be a resolution or act 
stating merely that the treaty takes 
precedence or some measure bearing 
only on the issues in conflict. But 
this was deemed _ unsatisfactory, 
partly because it would open up the 
whole proposition, bringing demands 
for widening the scope to include 
this and that additional point until 
there would be no possibility of 
stopping short of a complete over- 
hauling of the basic statute. 
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DCAST MUSIC MAY BE PERFORMANCE 
GENT FOR AMP, SESAC AND HISPANO 





SESAC Pays Paul Heinecke $125,000 Annually— 
BMI Seeks Backlog of Numbers—More Radio 


Investment in Music Foreseen 





By BEN BODEC 


Executive heads of Broadcast Mu- 
gic, Inc., have started to direct their 
efforts toward making this organiza- 
tion the licensing agency for all per- 
forming rights groups, except the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers, with which the 
broadcasters do business. Tie con- 
templaied project calls for deals 


with Associated Music Publishers, | 


Inc., and the Society of European | 

tage Authors and Composers. | 
Ralph Peer, whose Southern Music | 
Co. is a member of ASCAP, would; 
also figure in the combination as. 
part owner of the Promotora His- 
pano Americano de Musica, a Mexi- | 
can enterprise, which owns _ the 
rights to hundreds of Latin-Amer- 
ican compositions. 


BMI’s merger idea is still pretty 
mucn in the nebulous stage. M. E. 
Tompkins, the BMI general man- 
ager, formerly headed Associated 
Music Publishers, a catalog which 
collects about $130,000 in performing 
rights a year from the broadcasting 
industry. The AMP is owned by the 
North American Co., public utilities 
combine, which bought it in 1929 
as a musical source for the develop- 
ment of its wired radio project, 
later to be known as Muzak. BMI 
would take over the licensing of this 
catalog on an annual guarantee, say 
of $100,000 a year, and whatever was 
collected above this figure would be 
retained by BMI. Out of the $100,- 
000 the affiliated publishers would 
be paid their stipulated annual guar- 
antees. The BMI might eventually 
assume all such publisher contracts 
and make this AMP catalog the nu- 
cleus of an extensive copyright 
reservoir. 


Where the BMI is expected to find 
its going tougher is in working out 
a deal with Paul Heinecke, the 
virtual one-man owner of SESAC. 
The performing rights income on 
this catalog, which includes the 
M. M. Cole firm, of Chicago, is 
around $250,000 a year. SESAC 
splits its income with its affiliated 
publishers on a basis of 50-50, leav- 


| holder and owner of WCAU, Phila- 


publishing business, just as hap- 
pened in the case of the motion 
picture producing interests. Major 
‘pop musie publishers have for years 
‘held that such a step was inevitable. 
'They have discounted what hap- 
‘pened to NBC 10 years ago and 
/argued that if the broadcasting in- 
|dustry wanted to keep down the 
‘price of its music it would, like the 
‘film industry, have to come into the 
‘field on an investment basis. By 
buying into several major publish- 
ing firms radio would be in a posi- 
tion to have a representative on the 
ASCAP board of directors and be 
able not only to protect its licensing 
interests as has happened in the case 
of the theatre seating tax but get 
some return on what the broadcast- 
ing industry puts into ASCAP and 
the music business as a whole. 


I. D. Levy, a major CBS stock- 





delphia, suggested a couple years 
ago that the broadcasting industry 
float a stock issue of anywhere from 
$10,000,000 to $20,000,000 for the 
purpose of buying into the music 
publishing industry. The networks 
and indie station operators, accord- 
ing to Levy’s plan, would become 
subscribers to this issue and thereby 
be in a position to profit from some- 
thing into which they pay millions 
a year and serve as a chief source 
of exploitation. 





Yokel Showcasing ‘3 
Men On a Horse’ Via 
‘Command Performance’ 





‘Three Men on a Horse’ is being 
readied for radio, a sample being 
dated for WOR’s ‘Command Per- 
formance’ stanza Friday (12). Broad- 
cast is an experiment. Play is be- 
ing rewritten into 28 chapters for 
radio. Alex Yokel, who produced 
the stage show, is handling the radio 
deal. 


Several players who were in the 
original cast at the Playhouse will 





ing Heinecke $125,000 a year for 
himself and his limited overhead. 


The North American Co. bought 


the AMP catalog from Heinecke for | 


a reputed price of $250,000. Heinecke 
a year later went abroad and lined 
up a mass of German, Slavic, etc.. 
publishers for the nucleus of 
SESAC, 


As the planning minds at BMI see 
it, these two catalogs (AMP and 
SESAC) would give the broadcast- 
€rs a broad repertory of classical 
and semi-classical music. The build- 


ing up of a repertoire of popular 


music would be a much slower proc- 
ess, but they are confident that with 
ample time and patience it can be 
done, since it is radio, and the net- 
works in particular, that serve as 
the primary, 
ploitation medium of current popu- 
lar music. 
Buying In 

In the popular music industry the 

maneuvers with the AMP 


the entrance of broadcast 
on an investment basis in the pop 


Stephen Rintoul Seeking 
Station in Commuterland; 





Harold Meyer Arranging 





Bridgeport, April 9. 

Stephen R. Rintoul, of E. Katz 
a@gency and formerly of World 
Broadcasting, has asked for a 250- 
watt 1,370-kilocycler to 
Stamford-Norwalk area, richest com- 
muting section in the state. Harold 
Meyer, formerly of WSUN, St. 
Peiersburg, Fla., who'll manage Rin- 
toul exhaler if Washington approves, 
has already launched good-will cam- 
paign for station. 

FCC also has request from Harold 
Thomas, operator of WATR,. Waiter- 
bury, and WBRK, Pittsfield, both 
Colonial web afiiliates, for 1,420-kce. 
station in Bridgeport, where Shep- 
erd’s WICC ie headauartered. 


if not exclusive, ex-| 


and 
SESAC are construed as presaging 
interests 


serve the' 


go on the air, including Billy Lynn 





SUMMER-APPROACHES 


Kate Smith Off June 13—Internat’l 
Silver Using a Quiz 








International Silver (CBS-Sunday) 
switches over to a quiz show with 
Sigmund Spaéth May 12. The sum- 
mer replacement for the ‘Silver The- 
atre’ is set for 20 weeks. 


Kate Smith show, which is han- 
dled by the same Young & Rubicam 
agency, goes off the same network 
with the June 13 broadcast for 13 
weeks. ‘We, the People,’ also a 
General Foods item, will remain 
through the summer but will switch 
its tag from Sanka Coffee to Grape 
Nuts May 14. 


FRED ALLEN’S 
_ FALL STATUS 
UNDECIDED 


Texaco (CBS) will take an eight 
weeks’ vacation from broadcasting 


starting at the end of June and the 
matter of next season’s program 
won't be decided until May 29. The 
account has talked to Fred Allen 
about coming around to see it in the 
event he decided not to continue 
with Bristol-Myers, but at no time 
has there been a salary quotation. 


In going with Texaco, Allen would 
be in direct competition with his 
present sponsor (Wednesday 9-10 
p.m.). The main fly in Allen’s pres- 
ent ointment is that he has to con- 
tend with the viewpoints of two 
agencies, Young & Rubicam (Sal 
Hepatica) and Pedler & Ryan 
(Ipana), It is very much doubted 
in the trade that after all these 
years Allen and Lee Bristol, his pal 
as well as sponsor, would part on 
such an issue, or that Allen would 
agree to become competition to the 
source of his weekly check for six 
consecutive years. 

It is possible, on the other hand, 
that Allen will be asked by Y&R to 
accept another account from that 
agency’s list, with a new show 
brought in for the Wednesday 9-9:30 
period in behalf of Sal Hepatica and 











| and Teddy Hart. Part of Patsy, 
| which was originated by Sam Le- 
vene, will be handled by Milton 
Berle. 





| 


| 


Bristol-Myers retaining the succeed- 
ing half hour for a second show to 
plug either Vitalis or Ipana. 


Conscience Club for Brats 


Abbott and Costello, of the Kate Smith program, have undertaken to 
make further capital of their catch-phrase, ‘I'm a bad boy,’ by offering 
kids membership buttons to the ‘Abbott and Costello Conscience Club’ 
if they will write a letter confessing they have done the wrong thing 
either at home or at school. They must also promise to improve their 
behavior, 

Makes the first time that a team of radio comics has tried to muscle 
in on Uncle Don's preserves. 


ee 


Hummert Discs Meet Difficulties 


AFRA Complicates Coast Placement—WMCA Nicht 
Experiment Flops, Serials Go Daylight 

















Johnny Ford (Rutherford) 


Kills Self in Louisville 
Louisville, April 9. 


Blackett-Sample-Hummert | struck 
a snag last week when it started to 
place more of the Sterling Products 
business on the Californi: Radio 





John Rutherford, violinist member 
of the Uncle Henry's Mountaineers, 
WHAS hillbilly troupe, was found 
dead in his bed at 11:30 p.m. Satur- 
day with a gunshot wound in his 
head. The body was discovered in 
his hotel room. 

Rutherford was known on the air 
as Johnny Ford, and had been with 
the hillbilly aggregation on the air 
and on personal appearance dates, 
Henry G. Warren, manager of the 
troupe, said Rutherford was sepa- 
rated from his wife. Coroner John 
M. Keaney returned a verdict of 
suicide, 


Warners Cancels Players 
When Ethyl Gas Program 
Belittles Their Prestige 


Hollywood, April 9. 
Failure of B. B. D. & O. producing 








the Ethyl gas ‘Tune Up Time’ pro- 


gram to live up to its original agree- 
ment was given by Warners as the 
reason for cancelling out its guest 
stars, Ann Sheridan and Humphrey 
Bogart, on last Monday’s Ethyl pro- 
gram. Studio said when deal was 
struck it was agreed to spread the 
stars and music from their picture, 
‘It All Came True,’ throughout the 
half hour show. 


Three days before the Ethyl troupe 
landed on the Coast from New York 
the studio was advised that only one 
spot would be given over to the War- 
ners tieup. Deal was immediately 
called off. 

Emcee Tony Martin the week pre- 
vious gave the Warner picture ad- 
junct a heavy bally. 





| 
| 
| 
| 


Supreme Court to Decide If Station 
buyer or Seller May Appeal From F.C.C. 





Washington, April 9. 

Final ruling whether adverse 
F.C.C. decisions in_ station sale 
icases can be appealed and whether 
'a hearing is mandatory has been 
|} asked of the United States Supreme 
Court in connection with the aban- 
|doned idea of Columbia to lease 
KSFO, San Francisco. Deal blew up 
two years ago, with the Commis- 
sion’s finding that it would be con- 
trary to public interest. Case was 
then appealed and the District of 
Columbia Court of Appeals refused 
the Commission’s motion to dismiss 
the challenge. 

In two companion proceedings, the 
; Commish asked the highest tribunal 
to clear up uncertainty and con- 
fusion about the appeals provisions 
of the Communications Act (section 
402b) and about the status of parties 
to a proposed sale or lease. In urg- 
ling a decisive settlement, Chief 
|Counsel William J. Dempsey said a 
heavy administrative burden will be 
imposed on the regulators if the 
lower tribunal is not reversed and 
the joint CBS-KSFO appeal is not 
thrown out. 

Chief question is whether 402B 
authorizes an appeal from an order 
refusing permission to transfer con- 
| trol, but several other points of gen- 
leral concern to the industry are 
| raised. Among them are the Com- 
|! mission’s contention that, if there is 
| any right of appeal, case should be 
carried to a three-judge district 











court, not directly to the D.C. appel- 
late bench, and the argument that 
requests for consent to assign licenses 
or transfer control do not come un- 
der the head of ‘applications.’ 


Placing most emphasis on the 
theory that there will be a consider- 
able load on the regulators if the 
appeal is allowed, Dempsey said sec- 
tion 310—dealing with transfers and 
assignments — says nothing about 
filing applications or granting hear- 
ings. There is an entirely different 
procedure in such matters from the 
course followed in deciding on a pe- 
tition for a license, he maintained. 
The hearing on transfer and sale 
matters is wholly discretionary, un- 
der the F.C.C. lawyers’ reasoning, 
and in the KSFO incident was held 
only because it was the most expe- 
ditious way to get all the informa- 
tion necessary to determine whether 
the transaction was in accordance 
with public interest. 


100 Hearings a Year 


If disappointed parties in such 
matters are entitled to appeal, it will 
be necessary to hold over 100 hear- 
ings annually, according to the brief, 
Dempsey noted that in 1939 there 
were 77 petitions for consent to as- 
sign and 32 for permission to trans- 
fer control; 122 cases of these two 
types were docketed the prior year. 

In maintaining that no appeal 
\should be entertained, the Commish 
insisted that Congress meant to dif- 
| ferentiate between ‘applications for 





licenses’ and requests for consent to 
assign or transfer. Dempsey insisted 
this decision conflicts with the old 
Pote case of which Congress was 
aware when it enacted the 1934 
Communications statute. The differ- 
ence, he remarked, is that if consent 
is refused the prospective seller will 
continue operating his transmitter 
and service will not be interrupted; 
on the other hand if an application 
for license is denied, the public con- 
ceivably may be deprived of needed 
service, 

Another question is whether the 
potential buyer has the right to ask 
for court relief under any circum- 
stances. He cannot be aggrieved, 
Dempsey held, because he has noth- 
ing at stake. The F.C.C. is not com- 
pelled to recognize a third party, he 
pointed out. The seller cannot be 
injured inasmuch as the contract of 
sale is conditional upon F.C.C, ap- 
proval, and the Commish is not obli- 
gated ‘to accept surrender of a 
license when no surrender has been 
tendered.’ 

The confusion is increased because 
in effect a minority opinion has be- 
come the view of the majority, the 
highest tribunal was told. Dempsey 
noted that three members of the ap- 
pellate court have not passed on the 
question, in remarking that Chief 


old Pote decision and was one of the 
majority in the KSFO matter, which 





tion of regulatory siatutes. 


System and the Texas State Net- 
work. The American Federation of 
Radio Actors informed the agency 
that a rebroadcast fee (50°, of the 
basic salaries) would have to be paid 
the talent if the disc versions of 
Sterling serials, now on NBC, were 
placed with the two regionals. 

The campaign on the California 
regional was to consist of five quar- 
ter-hour serials, but on the eve of 
starting date AFRA, acting on the 
protest of westcoast competitive net- 
work, interceded, The CRS started 
the campaign anyway Monday (8), 
substituting -local shows until the 
situation with the union is straight- 
ened out. The same _ happened 
with the Texas State Network. Lat- 
ter’s new contract raised its Sterling 
business from an hour to an hour 
and a half daily. 

Blackett -Sample-Hummert has 
also switched the schedule of the 
Sterling products business on WMCA, 
N. Y., effective Monday (15). The 
night-time series of eight quarter- 
hour serials has been dropped for 
an afternoon schedule. It has been 
found that, aside from the angle of 
cheaper rates, the returns on serial 
shows of this type when run off 
during the day are much greater. 

Only two of the present group of 
Sterling serials on WMCA will be 
retained in the new set-up. They 
are ‘Our Gal Sunday’ and ‘Helen 
Trent,’ both of whose live versions 
are cleared over CBS in the morning. 
The new Sterling strip on WMCA 
will extend from 1:15 to 3:15 p.m. 
‘Easy Aces,’ which cleared over the 
NBC-blue at night, will be added to 
the WMCA schedule and there will 
be an hour and a quarter of re- 
corded music tagged, ‘Sweetest Love 
Songs of the Day.’ The serials 
dropped from WMCA by Sterling 
originate over NBC between three 
and five p.m. 





FERRY-HANLY OKAYS TWO 


Singing Cowboy in Wilmington— 
Disc Jockey in Waterbury 





Ferry-Hanly last week placed two 
shows for J, T, Baker chemical. One 
is a three-a-week 15-minute live se- 
ries starting April 30 over WDEL, 
Wilmington, with Cousin Lee, sing- 
ing cowboy. . Other is participation 
in ‘Spins and Needles,’ recorded se- 
ries along the lines of ‘Make Believe 
Ballroom.’ It starts next Wednesday 
(17) over WBRY, Waterbury. 

Minit citrate is the product. 


Urquhart Leaves KDKA 
For NBC Chicago Job 


Pittsburgh, April 9. 

Charles Urquhart, production chief 
at station KDKA, will leave his post 
here this week-end to handle NBC 
dramatic shows in Chicago. He 
takes over his new post on Monday 
(15). George Heid, one-time WJAS 
announcer-singer but more recently 
head of transcription service locally, 
may get it. 

Also at KDKA, Lynn Morrow, as- 
sistant to W. B. McGill, in charge of 
sales promotion, is out and has been 
replaced by George Zeller, for- 
merly on advertising staff of Screen- 
land mag. 


Albers’ Fur Coat Stunt 


Seattle, April 9. 
Albers Bros. Milling Co. gave a 
$500 fur coat to a Portland woman 
who picked the winning title for the 
cereal packer’s daytime serial, ‘Mine 
to Cherish,’ on an NBC Pacific net- 











Justice Groner dissented from the} 


work. Ten femme runners-up each 
received $200 fur coats. 

The grand prize winner was flown 
to San Francisco, where the program 


is a reversal of former interpreta-' originates, and put on the air as 


part of that day’s episode. 


EER: a> 





ty 


Cas eo tei he i ale RET 


hs pian 





FST pecan 


cn ea a te SAO AA 


ne ee 


Wednesday, April 10, 1940 


VARIETY 


RADIO 21 














In Connection With Daylight Saving 





First of the broadcasting industry’s | 
two annual headaches, the beginning 
and ending of daylight saving time, 
has already begun to make itself 
felt. What's merely a matter of 
pushing the clock ahead or back one 
hour for some broadcasters provides 
a tough chore for other station 
operators. The latter must readjust 
their program schedules so that all 
customers are satisfied. 

Because of the time change NBC 
last week almost lost the westcoast 
extensions of Procter & Gamble’s 
‘Guiding Light’ and ‘Against the 
Storm,’ both of which are cleared 
over the red network. After can- 
celling the Coast links on the two- 
some, P & G decided Friday (5) to 
let themselves stand as is with the 
advent of daylight saving. 

The difference, starting April 28, 
between EDST and PST expands 
trom three to four hours, so that the 
two serials will get to the Coast be- 
tween 7:30 and 8 a.m. Under the 
AFRA contract a rebroadcast of the 
two programs would entail the pay- 
ment of 50% of the basic talent 
salaries. The Pacific region covered 
by the serial represents but 10% of 
the country’s potential sales. 

General Foods is solving its day- 
light saving problem in connection 
with ‘Dr. Malone’ on the NBC-blue 
by shifting the serial to CBS. Its! 
present spot is 11:15-11:30 a.m., east - | 
ern time. Columbia has made the | 
2-2:15 spot available, starting April | 
29, and there will be a rebroadcast | 
which will get the show out to the! 
Coast at noon. The CBS hookups 
will consist of 70 stations. Because 
the 13-week commitment on ‘Malone’ 
doesn’t expire until then, there will 
be a duplicate program in its present 
spot on the blue until May 3. 


DUN & BRADSTREET MAN 
WRITES RADIO POETRY 


Author of tomorrow night’s (Thurs- 
day) Columbia Workshop program 
is A. M. Sullivan, associate editor of 
the Dun & Bradstreet Review and 
president of the Poetry Society of | 
America. Script is a dramatic poem 
galled ‘A Day in Manhattan.’ 

Earl McGill will direct. 

















Shakeup Texaco Coaster | 





Hollywood, April 9. 
Buchanan agency is shaking up 
Coast half of the Texaco show for 
remainder of the season. Murray 
Family comedy spot is being 


2 





JAY O’BRIEN DIES 


Society Man Owned WJNO—Paley 
Suggested He Buy Station 








Palm Beach, April 9. 

J. Jay O’Brien, 56, New York in- 
vestment broker and owner of 
WJNO, West Palm Beach, died at 
his winter home here of a heart at- 
tack April 5. O’Brien, who was a 
CBS stockholder, took over the sta- 
tion at the suggestion of William S. 
Paley, who at the time described it 
not only as a good investment but 
something that O’Brien could per- 
sonally supervise since he spent his 
winters in Florida, 

O’Brien’s widow, the former Mrs. | 
Laura Hylan Hemingway Fleisch- | 





mann, is a major stockholder in | are liable to be opened unless some | 
is no 


Standard Brands, 





RADIO INDUSTRY 
MAY BE VICTIM 


Stevens College Consumer | 
Rally Last Week Held 
Very Significant — Radio’s 
‘Emotionalism’ a Point of | 
Attack — Denatured Copy 
Would Drive Away Spon-' 
sors, It’s Feared 











Increasing belligerence of the ‘con- 
sumer groups’ is putting radio on the 
defensive. 


| 
| 
SPENDING POWER | 
| 
| 


Broadcasting’s arteries | 


steps are taken, but there 
agreement about the best way of 
serving ‘public interest’ and simul- 


vestments. 


GENER AL TIRES veterent safeguarding industry in- 
The problem has become more se- 


REPORTED BUY 
OF WJW 


Akron, O., April 9. 
General Tire & Rubber Co. and 
station WJW here declined comment 
today on a report that the sale of 
the station to William O'Neil, presi- 
dent of General, hinged only on ap- 





proval by the Federal Communica- | 


tions Commission. Purchase price 
has been reported at $80,000. 

The station has been owned by 
local interests for some yef&rs, and 
only last week Mrs, Edythe Fern 
Melrose resigned as manager after 
a year at this post. John N. Thomas, 
who had been bookkeeper at the 
station, was elevated to the manager- 
ship by the board. R. M. Wendel- 
ken, Akron attorney, is president of 
the station. 


It is reported here that if General, 


one of Akron’s large rubber con- 
cerns, gets the station, William 
O’Neil, Jr., son of the tire company’s 
president, will be in charge of the 
station, and Jack Reed, 
newspaperman, will be transferred 
from the tire company to the radio 
staff. 

| First act of the new management 
| is likely to be an application for a 
power increase, followed by ac- 
quisition of a chain contract, prob- 
ably Mutual. 


WJW was to have been a link in 


dropped, guest stars will again be| Elliott Roosevelt's proposed Trans- 


called in and Frances Langford 
warbles two songs 


Only one before. Ken Murray does | 


where she did | 


continental network. 


Meantime, WADC, owned by 
Allen T. Simmons, who arrived 


a monolog in addition to his emcee | home from Florida this week, will 


duties. 

Jack Runyon, Coast radio head for | 
Buchanan, leaves tomorrow (Wed.) | 
for New York to talk over the 
changes with Texaco and agency 
heads. 





Smith Names 
L____sContinued from page i call 








haven't been set and if suitable ones 
aren't available the trip won’t be 
made. However, several 20th-Fox 
names may be used in original dra- | 
matic shows. | 

Guest lineup for three other edi- | 
tions of the show have also been set. | 
April 19 stanza will offer an excerpt 
from ‘Ladies in Retirement,’ with 
Flora Robson and other leads from 
the show at the Henry Miller, N.Y. 
May 3 chapter will bring Vera | 
Zorina and Richard Greene in a | 
briefie from the coming picture, ‘I 
Was an Adventuress.’ 

This Friday’s (12) program will 
have Ray Milland and Ellen Drew 





push plans for a new studio and 
transmitter. Both WADC and WJW 
have filed several protests against a 
roposed new station here of Ber- 
nard Berk. Berk recently received 
the green light from the FCC, but 
new protests demand further hear- 
ings. As soon as Berk gets the final 
‘go’ signal it is said he will line up 
with NBC. 

If General Tire gets WJW and 
| Berk his new station, Akron will 
| have three financially strong stations 
| with strong competition among them. 


WCLE, CLEVELAND 
SEEKS NEW AIR WAVE: 


Cleveland, April 8. | 

WCLE has filed an application 
with the FCC seeking permission to | 
exchange frequencies with sister | 
station WHKC in Columbus, If 
plan works out WCLE will operate | 
on 640 kilocycles and WHKC on | 








in an adaptation from ‘French With- | 610. 
out Tears.’ Also on the same show! Application also seeks increased | 
Nan Rae and Maude Davis, vet| power for both stations to 1,000 | 


vaudeville comedy team that recent- 
ly debuted on the series, will do a| 
repeat appearance, 


watts with WHKC going on full time 
basis and WCLE adding three hours | 


| to present daily operating schedule. | 


rious than a good part of the indus- 
try appreciates. More far-sighted 
observers are frankly worried about 
the eventual consequences, particu- 
larly in view of the flank assault be- 
ing mapped out by the printing trade 
unions (as related exclusively in 
VARIETY ). 


Radio has been placed on the de- 
fensive, along with the advertising 
business in general, because of the 
| New Dealish philosophy about the 
|under-fed, ill-housed, and _ poorly 
| clothed lower classes. The sociolo- 
| gists and crusaders have made more 
| headway than is apparent from the 
| outside by harping steadily on the 





‘necessity of increasing purchasing 
power of the masses. 
| Direct attacks are entirely likely 
|against radio advertising on two 
'grounds. It is ‘emotional’ and it 
| builds up ‘an artificial appetite.’ On 
| the first charge, the industry obvi- 
‘ously is vty, very vulnerable, be- 
cause the ear appeal as far as bally- 
hoo is concerned unquestionably is 
prodominantly to the emotions, not 
to the intelligence mechanism. 
Whole idea is similar to theories 
expounded by Stuart Chase, the 
book-writing economist, who has in- 
/dicted modern business on many oc- 
casions for inspiring the people to 


former | buy things they don’t really want, 


don’t need, or which are of low qual- 


itv. This is the same point of view | 


behind the Wheeler-Lea bill and the 
Federal Trade Commission’s adver- 
tising scrutiny, although the F.T.C. 
and Food-Drug people outwardly are 
most concerned with outright misre- 
presentation and common dishonesty. 

There is no denying that the re- 
formers are determined. As is ob- 
vious from the earmarking of Fed- 
eral funds for such agencies as the 
Agricultural Adjustment Administra- 
tion’s overlooked Consumer’s Divi- 
sion, and some of the Labor Depart- 
ment units. Generally, the Federal 
Government is mostly concerned 
about seeing that products conform 
to specifications, but there also is a 
substantial element that feels Fed- 
eral power should be used to pro- 
mote what they call ‘general wel- 
fare.’ 

If the idea is pushed, it may result 
in grief for radio. Obviously, any 
legislation stipulating that advertis- 
ing statements and claims, whether 
' spoken or printed, should be strictly 
literal would hurt broadcasters im- 
mediately. Not to imply that micro- 
phoned patter is dishonest, but there 
is no question that the method of 
arousing interest in cereals, gaso- , 
lines, and smokes involves putting | 
emphasis on certain asserted bene- | 
fits and soft-pedaling others. 

The industry watchers are con- | 
vinced that advertisers would be un- 
willing to remove elastics from the 
bankroll and the listeners would turn 
a deaf ear if Congress specified that 
announcements could explain mere- 
ly that Zippies breakfast food con- | 


' sists of corn in flaked form, rice that . 


has been blown up, or wheat that 
is shredded. In the event that a 
statute forbade any remarks about 
the muscle-building powers of Zip- 
(Continued on page 24) 


| fining their bulletin broadcasts to an 
|hourly schedule, only breaking in be- | 


| Norway. 


|Typical of the 





ADVERTISING’S FOES BUSY. 


Pacific Coast Largest Web Problem Drastic New York City Copy Censor 


Plan Brings Hasty Organization 
Of Advertising Defense Group 





Makes Good | 


| 





Bernie London has finally got 
wholly and completely out of 
the CBS mailing room in New | 
York headquarters. London has_ | 
been with the network nine | 
years, starting as an office boy. | 
In the interim he has become a_ | 
sports data expert and has | 
worked with various announcers 
and on accounts. But never got | 
enough folding money out of it 
to justify quitting the mailing 
room. 

Now he makes the grade and 
will assist Waite Hoyt’s new 
series for Avalon cigarettes. 


SCOOP USHERS 
IN WAR'S NEW 
TENSION 


| International News Service scored 
jan outstanding radio beat Monday 
| night when at around 11:40 it fur- 
|nished its network and local station 
|clients with a bulletin stating that 
| the Nazi troops had crossed over into 
|Denmark. The event found Trans- 
|radio, United Press and the Asso- 
|ciated Press pocketed. They were 
| left, apparently, hoping that the INS 
flash wasn’t true. It wasn’t until 
about 45 minutes afterwards that 
U. P. and A. P. came through, and 
Transradio was considerably behind 
that. There has been no scoop like 
it since Max Jordan’s (NBC) break 
at Munich (1938). 

| With Monday’s shift to the war to 
| Scandinavia the tense hub-bub of 
last September has broken again 
'around the network news depart- 
ments, NBC and Columbia stayed 

















on the air until 4 a.m. Tuesday in- | 
music with bul-} 


terspersing dance 
|letins and foreign pickups, while 
| WABC, WEAF, WJZ and WOR didn’t 
shut down their transmissions at 
all. Unlike the unrestrained furore 
i'that prevailed last September, the 
|'webs yesterday (Tuesday) were con- 


tween time if the item was excep- | 
tionally hot. 

The New York dailies yesterday | 
morning credited CBS as the origi- 
nal source of information that the 
Nazis had actually landed troops in | 
This item came in a broad- 
cast by Edward Morrow, CBS staff! 
man in London, at 3 a.m. 

Stations and webs are back at) 
crisis tension with full-time watch. 
change overnight, 
Mutual has Raymond Swing doing 
five instead of three analyses weekly 





JOE RIES WILL BE AT 


EXPO AGAIN FOR WLW 





Cincinnati, April 9. 


Joe Ries, 


|adoption of a 
| would penalize ‘any one disseminat- 


Representatives from various ad- 
vertising media, including radio, 
yesterday (Tuesday) lodged a pro- 
test with the New York City De- 
partment of Health against the 
regulation which 


ing deceptive food and drug adver- 
tising.” The protest was made dur- 
ing a hearing held before Dr. Wil- 
liam H. Best, deputy acting health 
commissioner. If adopted the regu- 
lation becomes effective July 1, 1940, 
and subjects any one found guilty of 
violating the measure to a fine of 
$500 or a year in jail, or both. 
Support for the protest was hastily 
mustered last week after the Hearst 
organization had discovered the pro- 
| posed amendment and called the at- 
tention of others in the radio, news- 
paper and magazine trades to it. It 
was found that counsel for the 
| health department strongly favored 
| the regulation since it would be able 
to hold the medium directly respon- 
sible and thereby make it unneces- 
sary to go after the advertiser who 
might be as far away as California. 
It was disclosed by the health de- 
partment that plans had been made 
to set up a department for review- 
ing any advertising on food or drugs 
submitted in advance. Under such 
arrangement the networks would 
have to get approval of their com- 
mercial copy even though its broad- 
casting was to be national in scope. 
Under the applying law the board 
of health has the authority to amend 
its own sanitary code without ap- 
| proval by any other municipal group. 


SOFT DRINK 
AIR. ACCTS. 
BOOM 


With Coca Cola slated to renew its 
| Singin’ Sam transcription series for 
|another 52 weeks, the coming sum- 
|mer will have a record number of 
|softdrinks with national distribution 
lon the air. Pepsi-Cola is using a 
| thrice weekly news program over 
| 112 CBS stations and there’s Crown 
Cola with its Bob Ripley show on 
CBS Friday nights. 

Of the major regional distribs Dr. 
|Pepper leads with half-hour weekly 
program over an extensive southern 
network that originates in Dallas. 


| 
| 
| 











SHUMAN IN N.Y. LOOKING 
FOR KWFC SALES REP 


Howard Shuman is in New York 
to appoint a sales rep for KWFC, 
which goes on the air May 15 at Hot 
Springs, Ark. He has contracted for 
United Press and A.M.P. transcrip- 
tions while in town. 

KWFC is on 1310, and will operate 
250-100 watts under the joint owner- 
| ship of Shuman and Clyde Wilson, 
}a furniture man. Shuman has di- 


WLW educational di- | vested himself of connection with all 


rector, goes to New York next week | other stations to give all his time to 


to warm up as director for the sec- | the new venture. 
ond season of Crosley’s broadcast- 


ing from the World’s Fair. Or- 
ganization will again exhibit models 


!of its electrical appliances and 
midget autos. | 
As in 1939, the Crosley 50,000 | 


watter will pipe a daily ‘This Is 


The Fair’ 15-minute program, with | 


Ries as narrator. 


David Crosier at AMP 


David F. Crosier is the new sales 
manager for the AMP recording 
| studios. He replaces Tom Neely, 
who has gone with the television 
| sales staff at RCA. 








He is now lining 
| up a staff. Jack Wolever will be his 
program director. 

Station will carry Cotton States 
League baseball this summer. 





| ‘Voice’ Back to Mutual 
‘Voice of Experience’ (Dr. M. Sayle 
| Taylor) is tentatively slated to go 
j back on WOR-Mutual about May 1 
for Stanback headache’ powder. 
Show went off the same hookup Jast 
| December after several years on the 
lair for various sponsors. 
| It will again have three 15-min- 
ute shots weekly and Erwin, Wasey 
j will again be the agency. 
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~ Plymouth Deal Covers Theatre-Radio 
Cash Giveaways, Detroit Curious 





Detroit, April 9. 

Plymouth auto dealers Tuesday 
night (9) started sponsorship of De- 
troit’s first theatre-radio quiz show 
from stage of Fox deluxer and over 
WXYZ here. Program, which runs 
30 minutes, will hit ozone every 
Tuesday night for at least 13 weeks. 
With Dick Osgood in charge quiz 
show is handing out $300 in give- 
aways ($150 to theatre patrons, $150 
to radio listeners). 

Both theatre and rac..o execs are 
watching the experiment -vith inter- 
est. Fox, town’s largest theatre with 
5,000 chairs, experiences many ups- 
and-downs at the boxoffice because 
of Class A film shortage. In the past 
vaude has failed to draw ’em in con- 
sistently and since dropping of flesh 
coupla years ago house has run into 
plenty of trouble with double fea- 
tures, often of the Class B variety. 

From the radio side, local quiz 
show hits ozone just as WWJ drops 
Jocal airing of Tums ‘Pot of Gold’ 
show. Detroit News station recently 
gave cancellation notice to NBC-Red 
on Tums program, Manager W. J. 
Scripps declaring that show ‘is not 
in public interest.’ WWJ also no 
longer carries ‘Tyson Tosses Teasers’ 
quiz show for Lakeside Biscuit Co., 
which had originated in station’s 
radio theatre and highlighted Ty 
Tyson, vet sportscaster. 





‘Ballroom’ Option Pickup 


NBC Bread’s spot campaign using 
the ‘Make-Believe Ballroom’ idea 
will likely be renewed for another 
13 weeks, beginning the second week 
in May. Approval of the extension 
is expected from the account by Mc- 
Cann-Erickson within the next two 
days. 

Program, which uses Victor rec- 
ords exclusively, is now on 19 sta- 
tions. 





iceman Lady Broadcaster 
To Brazil for Wedding 


Wichita, Kans., April 9. 

Helen Townsley, owner of radio 
station KVGB, Great Bend, Kans., 
has left for New York to sail for Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil, to marry Alan 
Coogan, with United Press in Brazil. 

Miss Townsley is daughter of Mrs. 
Alice Townsley, owner of Great 
Bend Tribune. 


Tums Giveaway 
May Try New 





Air Method 





Stack-Goble agency, which han- 
dles the Pot ’o Gold program for 
Tums, thinks it has found a way to 
eliminate the telephone angle from 
its winner-picking routine, but it 
wants to make sure that the new 
system will work before junking the 
telephone books. The_ telephone 
angle has stirred up several kick- 
backs and threatened suits. Phone 
answerers aren’t eligible to the coin 
giveaway if the name isn’t the same 
as listed in the book. 

Report went the rounds of the 
trade last week that the U. S. De- 
partment of Justice has, in an opin- 
ion relayed to the Federal Com- 
munications Commission, cleared the 
Pot ’o Gold of all lottery implica- 
tions. Neither NBC nor Stack- 
Goble had been informed of the find- 
ing, nor could it be comfirmed in 
Washington. 








NO LOTTERY FACTOR 
INVOLVED—GOODMAN 


New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

The March 27 Variety carried an 
article on a program produced by 
us, in which it was stated that the 
telephone company officials in Texas 
ruled that our game, in this instance 
sponsored by Pepsi-Cola, came under 
the heading of a lottery. We should 
like to explain the facts. The tele- 
phone company never, at any time, 
stated our game was a lottery. The 
General Counsel said he did not be- 
lieve it was, but indicated that he 
did not know how to interpret the 
term ‘gift enterprises,’ which an ar- 
ticle in the Texas Constitution pro- 
hibits. No penalty, monetary or 
otherwise, was ever written in the 
law, so essentially, it is no law at 
all. 

This program has been on more 
than 60 stations since 1937, and no 
station has ever been called. We 
have had the game before most of 
the radio lawyers in Washington, 
and they have no objection to it. In 
addition, Post Office officials in 
Washington gave us permission to 
use the mails. The program was also 
approved by the attorneys for Pepsi- 
Cola before we started to broadcast 
for them. 

There is no element of chance in 
our program at all. 

Harry S. Goodman. 


ED CASHMAN LEAVES 
CBS AFTER 9 YEARS 


Ed Cashman, director of several 
CBS musical programs, has resigned 
and is dickering for another spot. 
Phil Cohan replaces him on ‘Concert 
in Rhythm’ and Al Rinker takes 
over on ‘Ray Block Presents’ and 
‘Al Bernard’s Merry Minstrel Men.’ 

Before becoming a musical direc- 
tor, Cashman had held posts in va- 
rious departments at CBS. He had 
been there nine years, 




















Top Rating Shows 
in Rural Areas: 


KFBK Broadcasts More of the Twenty 
Top Rating Daytime Serials in Rural 
Areas Between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
than any Other High Powered 
West Coast Station... . 


KFBK 


Sacramento 


Station A 
50,000 Watts 





Ma Perkins 
Guiding Light 
Bachelor’s Children 


Guiding 


Pepper Young 
Stella Dallas 


David Harum 
Mary Marlin 
The O’Neills 
Hilltop House 
Plain Bill 

Big Sister 

Road of Life 
Girl Alone 
Joyce Jordan 
Kitty Kelly 
Aunt Jenny 
John’s Other Wife 
Myrt and Marge 
Vic and Sade 


Vie and 


Ma Perkins 


Road of Life 





Station B 
50,000 Watts 


Station C 
50,000 Watts 





Ma Perkins 
Light 


Women in White (not on coast) 


Pepper Young 


Pepper Young 
Stella Dallas 


Backstage Wife (not on coast) 

David Harum 
Mary Marlin 
The O’Neills 


Mary Marlin 
The O’Neills 


Plain Bill 


Road of Life 
Girl Alone 


John’s Other Wife 


Sade Vic and Sade 


Ma Perkins 


Pepper Young 
Stella Dallas 


Mary Marlin 
The O’Neills 


Big Sister 

Road of Life 

Girl Alone , 
Joyce Jordan 
Kitty Kelly 
Aunt Jenny 
Myrt and Marge 


Vic and Sade 





Hilltop House 








KFBK BROADCASTS MORE HOURS OF STRICTLY RURAL 
TYPE ENTERTAINMENT THAN ANY OTHER HIGH-PDWERED 
STATION IN THE 11 WESTERN STATES. 


Here Are Some of Them: 


THE MADDOX FAMILY AND ROSE 
YODELLIN’ JOHNNIE 

FRANK NICHOLSON 

HAPPY GORDON’S RANGERS 
TONY KOESTER 








JOHNSTONE LOOKS SET 


WOR Official Pretty Sure Te Head 
Democrats’ Radio 








G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone, pub- 
licity and special events director for 
WOR, Newark, has been offered the 
post of radio director in the Demo- 
cratic National Committee, It looks 
set. Only item open between them 
is the matter of salary. It there’s a 
deal Johnstone goes on the payroll 
of the committee May 1. Job would 
require him to shuttle between 
Washington and New York. 

Before joining WOR Johnstone was 
with NBC for over nine years as 
manager of the press department and 
assistant to the president. 


Radio Game 
Has Dailies 








Rochester, N. Y., April 9. 

Wegman’s, local chain food mar- 
kets, goes over the air via WSAY 
with ‘Buried Treasure’ program 
tying in with stores’ newspaper ad- 
vertising. Listeners must have 
copy of ad from the Democrat and 
Chronicle or Times-Union to play 
the game. 

Jingle is aired carrying clue to 
advertised article and first one phon- 
ing in naming and identifying arti- 
cle gets $5 prize. Other prizes are 
$2, $1 and merchandise. Similar 
prizes for jingles based on items 
in ad, 

First time radio program has 
linked completely with newspaper 
ad locally. Recorded music and talk 
fill out 30-minute programs each Fri- 
day at 7 p.m. 


KEN CARPENTER OFF 
NBC AFTER 10 YEARS 


Chicago, April 9. 

Ken Carpenter, formerly sales 
manager for NBC Central division 
here and recently in charge of pres- 
entations for the NBC-Blue, has 
resigned. 

Carpenter had been with NBC for 
about 10 years, and was replaced as 
sales manager of NBC division here 
by Harry Kopf some 18 months ago. 
At first Carpenter continued in 
charge of NBC-Blue sales but lately 
Kopf took over supervision of both 
red and blue with Carpenter de- 
voting time to blue network presen- 
tation material. 











Joe Gentile’s Concert Party 
Detroit, April 9. 

CKLW’s ‘Happy Joe’ Gentile has 
organized a concert party from 
among staff members and is sked- 
ding personal appearances. Gentile 
emcees aided by Toby David, Ralph 
Binge, Wally Townsend, Bill Lewis, 
Bobby L’Heureus and boys from 
studio band. 

Meantime Val Clare and Budd 
Lynch, both of CKLW, are arrang- 
ing a show for the Masonic Temple 
here April 15, when Detroit alumni 


Ad Hook-Up 


WSAL, WFIL GET 
CANADA DRY 
‘PLAQUES 


WSAI, Cincinnati, has won the sil- 
ver plaque, and WFIL, Philadelphia, 
the bronze plaque in the Canada Dry 
contest for station exploitation (Feb, 
15 to March 15 period) in connection 
with the ‘Information, Please’ pro- 
gram. The judging occurred last 
Thursday (4) in the New York offices 
of the J. M. Mathes agency. The 
four judges were William S. Brown, 
of Canada Dry; Sam. Wingfield, of 
Mathes; S. Barrett McCormick, of 
RKO Pictures, and Robert J. Landry, 
of Variety. Silver plaque carries 
$50, the bronze plaque $25, the scrolls 
$15 for the station exec handling the 
promotion. 

The full list of Canada Dry awards 
follows: 

Silver—WSAI, Cincinnati 

Bronze—WFIL, Philadelphia 

| wae? Syracuse 
Scroll{ WABY, Albany 
| CJCA, Edmonton, Alberta 
Certificates 
(and $10 each) 

WHK, Cleveland 

WMPS, Memphis 

WSPD, Toledo 

KTOK, Oklahoma City 

KGKO, Ft. Worth 

KDKA, Pittsburgh 

WAVE, Louisville 

KFSD, San Diego 

CJRC, Winnipeg 

WJIM, Lansing 

Honorable Mentions 

WBAL, Baltimore 

WHAM, Rochester 

WEBR, Buffalo 

KSO, Des Moines 

WMT, Cedar Rapids 

WREN, Lawrence, Kansas 

WNEC, Hartford 

KVOD, Denver 

WAGA, Atlanta 

KIDO, Boise, Idaho 

WIRE, Indianapolis 

CFCF, Montreal 

CFGP, Grande Prairie. Alberta 

CFAC, Calgary, Alberta 








Loughran to Transamerk; 
Gruenberg Megs ‘Storm’ 


Basil Loughran, director of 
‘Against the Storm,’ gives up the as- 
signment this week and goes to 
Transamerican, where he’ll direct 
‘Life of Mary Southern’ and ‘Man I 
Married.’ He’ll be replaced by Axel 
Gruenberg, currently directing ‘Af- 
fairs of Anthony’ out of Chicago. 
Both ‘Storm’ and ‘Anthony’ are 
scripted by Sandra Michael. Gruen- 
berg’s successor on ‘Anthony’ isn’t 
set. 

Oliver Barber, who has been di- 
recting ‘Mary Southern’ and ‘Man I 
Married’ for Transamerican, is slated 
= become script editor for the out- 





Ed Foreman Reps WIND 
Chicago, April 9. 
Ed Foreman has been appointed 
eastern representative for WIND by 
Ralph Atlass. 























More than two hundred million 
dollars is lying in the savings 
banks of Baltimore. Those de- 
positors can draw out their 
money any time they want— 
and they do draw it out when 
they want to buy something 
badly enough. Your advertis- 
ing can turn “reserve” spend- 
ing power into actual sales! 


of Notre Dame University will Appointment becomes. effective 
gather. next week. 
(F ACT §$ AsBouU rT BALTIiem O R &) 


RESERVE spending 
power in Baltimore: 


One-third of the Bank Deposits 
of $669,976,836.00 is in Mutual Savings Banks! 





Make your advertising investment ine 
growing market. Use Baltimore's "first? 
cheice’’ radio station. 


WFBR 


BALTIMORE 
Nationa! Representatives 


EDWARD PETRY & COMPANY 








* ON THE 


NBC RED 


NETWORK *® 
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o0 OVS TRADE 
ON TELEVISION 


Much Puzzlement as to Mo- 
tivations and Objectives as 
Second Hearings in Three 
Months Open in D.C. 








FLY VS. CRAVEN 





Since the Federal Communications 
Commission summarily struck out 
two weeks ago at the Radio Cor- 
poration of America over the latter's 
now-nipped-in-the-bud campaign to 
sell television sets, the trade has 


buzzed with speculations as te the 
motives, the background, the per- 
sonalities of the dramatic develop- 
ment. Both RCA and the FCC have 
spent the intervening time preparing 
for the hearings that began Monday 
(8) in Washington and it was 
freely anticipated that one side or 
the other, and perhaps both, would 
spring some surprises, 

As events crystalized last week, 
the actual issue of the 25,000 tele- 
vision sets RCA had proposed to sell 
the public became a mere detail in 
a struggle of vaster importance. 
Business, as such, and Government 
regulation, as such, were sharply 
focussed. Businessmen were stunned 
by the implications of the FCC’s ac- 
tion. As they viewed the matter this 
was one of the most drastic exten- 
sions of control ever attemped by 
Washington officials. Politicians, too, 
quickly noted that the episode had 
dramatic characteristics that would 
further irritate the Business vs. 
Government situation in an election 
year. It was thought that the epi- 
sode would affect the volume of 
campaign contributions to both 
parties. 


The position of the Columbia 
Broadcasting System in _ television 
politics came in last week for some 
attention. CBS has been stalling for 
three years on television and ap- 
parently proposes to stall until it 
thinks the time is ripe. CBS would 
like to have RCA’s hand forced on 
any further gadgets which RCA en- 
gineers have either perfected. or 
may shortly be expected to perfect. 
With television-by-projection (wall 
reproduction a la home films) 
thought to be the rrobable future 
trend, and with color television an- 
other future possibility, it would 
suit CBS to have all these refine- 
ments incorporated in the very first 
sets put on the market. Then CBS 
could greenlight its own television 
production and enter the fray even- 
steven with RCA-NBC, It’s no 
secret to anybody in the trade that 
this standing by to let RCA carry 
the ball and take, as now, the rap, 
is the cause of considerable bitter- 
ness among RCA-NBC officials. 

RCA’s interrupted campaign to sell 
television sets had been preceded by 
a substantial reduction in former re- 
tail prices and a decision to give an 
immediate cash discount equal to the 
price cut to anybody who had pur- 
chased a set since last April. There 
were also to be other guarantees. 
RCA evidently considered, and busi- 
nessmen generally concurred, that | 
the terms were generous. The FCC 
slap tipped RCA officials back on | 
their heels. 





The Hearings Begin 


Washington, April 9. 

Further hearings on television 
licensing policy got under way Mon- 
day (8), with assurance that the 
FCC is ‘not conducting a trial,’ and 
in the face of indications that the 
Senate may formally ask if the reg- 
ulators possessed the power to sus- 
pend the recently-adopted rules 
solely because a majority did not 
like the receiver-selling campaign 
launched by RCA. Sessions are 
covering much of the same ground, 
with several days of repetitious testi- 
mony apparently inevitable. 

The second quiz in three months 
Opened while controversy still was 
raging about the circumstances in 








which Chairman James L. Fly ob- 


“DONT GET THE PITCHING’ 








tained time to discuss the subject on 
the air Tuesday (2) and in the wake 
of Commissioner T, A. M. Craven's 
assertion that the majority’s course 
is ‘absurd’ and wholly without justi- 
fication. 

Chief accomplishment the first day 
was Fly’s obtaining of an admission 
that RCA does not question the reg- 
ulators’ right to investigate any facts 
relating to the manufacture or sale 
of receivers. While there was an 
unmistakable conflict between the 
Chairman’s views as reflected in his 
radio address six days before and his 
questions at the hearing, Frank 
Wozencraft and Manton Davis, coun- 
sel for RCA, opened the door for an 
unprecedented type of inquiry. Judge 
Davis said RCA is not challenging 
the propriety of the new hearing, so 
that the Commish in effect ma- 
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neuvered the chief defendant into 
the position of giving a green light 
to see what effect sales policy has 
On operations. Fly inquired early 
in the proceeding whether RCA was 
objecting on the grounds of juris- 
diction, and drew a negative response 
from Wozencraft. 


DuMont on Stand 


Aside from this turn of events, 
the other highlight was a statement 
by Alan B. DuMont that since the 
last hearing he has virtually per- 
fected his system so that a single set 
can be used to pick up both 625-line 
pictures and the 441-line views that 
would be pumped out with the sys- 
tem advocated by the Radio Manu- 
facturers’ Association. He claimed 
great progress in recent interlude, 
testifying he is virtually ready to 





| 
go into production with a versatile | 


type of receiver. 

Sets on which he now is working 
can be adjusted at nominal expense | 
to keep pace with improvements, | 
DuMont testified. Alterations to | 
conform with any different stand- | 
ards discovered, at least until Jan. 1, | 
1942, can be made for around $3 a'! 
receiver, since the upper limit of 
625 lines is just inside the present | 
band. Manually-operated switch 
would shift the receiver from the | 
RMA to the DuMont system. 

While Fly assured the participants | 
that the Commish does not even! 
contemplate laying down sales rules, | 
some of the observers were nettled 
by questions shot out by Commis- | 
sioner Fred L. Thompson. Partic- | 
ularly inquiries reflecting fears that | 


| the market may be quickly saturated, ! 





iene 





thus placing an automatic stop on 
further research and freezing the art 
at its present level. 

DuMont received some rather 
rough handling from Wozencraft, 
who trotted out a year-old adver- 
tisement in which he announced that 
television is ‘here.’ The independent 
in effect told the Commish it would 
be in accordance with public inter- 
est to lay down transmission stand- 
ards now, so long as it is his stand- 
ards that are placed in effect. His 
claims provoked sharp questioning 
by the RCA attorney, who also in- 
duced the Commish to accep‘ for the 
record a newspaper editorial con- 
taining some stinging criticism of the 
regulators. 

Deep-seated disagreement within 
the Commish came to light Saturday 

(Continued on page 27) 
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experience and 


SERRY BRANCH is Technical Advisor and 
Assistant to Mr. James D. Shouse, 
Vice-President in charge of Broadcast- 
ing of the Crosley Corp. Branch’s wide 


technical background 


have made his services invaluable in an 
organization where so many technical 
projects are continually under way. 


.oL Mikes and Men 


Today’s time buyer is as much concerned 
about the quality of a station’s signal as 
the space buyer is about the quality of a 
publisher’s printing. Because WLW’s sig- 
nal is as near 100% perfect as it is humanly 
possible to maintain, time buyers will be 
interested in the technical organization 


responsible for this achievement. 


More than 60 highly trained engi- 
neers—each specializing in a cer- 
tain phase of radio transmission— 
are on the WLW staff. Working 
in their own well-equipped research 
laboratory, they are constantly 


NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES: TRANSAMERICAN BROAD- 
CASTING & TELEVISION CORP. — CHICAGO, NEW YORK 





alert to changes and improvements. As a 
result, the WLW engineers have con- 
tributed many advancements to the tech- 
nical art of radio broadcasting. 


Consider WLW’s high technical efficiency 
when planning to advertise to the Middle 
West. 


os 


4.M. McDONALD (right), Assistant Technical Supervisor, discusses with Engineer 





settee 


Howard Leppel a construction drawing of develbpment work on Crosley’s new 


50,000 watt international short wave transmitter, WLWO, created in its entirety 
by WLW engineers,: 
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| Washington Attaches Significance 


To WRTD, Richmond, Hearings; 
Network Angle Seen Lurking 





Washington, April 9. 

Roundabout attempt of the F.C.C. 
to establish the philosophy that gov- 
ernment supervision of chain-affili- 
ate relations is in the public inter- 
est—without bothering to adopt the 
special regulations, authorized in the 
1934 statute—is seen in sudden order 
for further hearing on the applica- 
tion of WRTD, the Richmond Times- 
Dispatch outlet, for a regional fre- 
quency. Matter that may become 
another ‘cause celebre’ is set for re- 
opening May 6. 

With at least a vociferous minority 
antagonistic to networks, the Com- 
mission’s unexpected move looked to 
a good many industry observers like 
an ingenious attack on the right of 
licensees to contract for web pro- 
grams and a plot to stretch the ‘pub- 
lic interest, convenience, and neces- 
sity’ clause to an unprecedented 
point. Most excitement resulted 
from one phrase in the first issue to 
be threshed out. While many other 
questions of importance were listed 
as due for ventilation, the meat of 
the coconut appeared to be: 

‘Whether the license for the sta- 
tion, the frequency authorized to be 
used thereby, or any right granted 
therein has been transferred, as- 
signed or in any manner disposed 
of, directly or indirectly, by the ap- 
plicant to any person without pre- 
viously securing written consent 
therefor from the Commission.’ 

Great significance was attached to 
this part of the notice because of the 
attitude of Chairman James L. Fly 
at a recent argument on WRTD’s 
plea for permission to boost power 
from 100 watts to 1 kw and shift 
from 1500 kc to 590 ke. Although 
the Commish issyed preliminary 
findings that were in effect a tenta- 
tive approval, Fly was_ horrified 
when he found out there was a re- 
mote relationship between the ap- 


| plication and the station’s affiliation 
with NBC Blue. Stress was laid by 
counsel for rival attorneys on the 
newspaper’s promise to render a 
unique local service, with the F.C.C. 
head indicating he felt that the 
Times Dispatch has duped the pub- 
lic and the government by signing 
up with the network. 

Along this tine, the Commish also 
gave as reason for additional 
quizzing the necessity of finding out 
‘whether the character of the pro- 
gram service actually rendered co- 
incides with the proposed program 
service originally represented to the 
| Commission’ and of determining fur- 
| thermore ‘what changes, if any, in 
| program service will be undertaken 
\if the application is granted.’ 
| The Richmond situation has been 
ifull of sharp angles for several 
‘years, while the WRTD request for 
| better facilities has been on the grill 
| for well over two years. Opposition 
\to the added wattage and other 
‘channel came from WRVA and 
WMBG, which have been embroiled 
in the violent fisticuffing over many 
months. At one stage, WMBG own- 
ers protested that WRNL, owned by 
the rival News-Leader, violated 
promises to produce an exceptional 
type of educational and cultural 
service, but the Commish laughed 
that protest out of the docket. 








BOB LYLE WITH LAUX 

St. Louis, April 9. 
France Laux, chief gabber at 
| KMOX, will have Bob Lyle, son of 
| the v.p. of the Cards as his aide in 
the airing of major league baseball 
here. Lyle, who spent five years in 
ragio gabbing in Texas, came to 
KMOX six months ago. 

He replaced Cy Casper who has 
been shifted to his own 10 mins. 
stint on the station’s early a.m. 
‘County Journal’ program. 
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WHERE IT COUNTS 


WHAS 


SELLING A $2,214,269,000 MARKET 


50,000 WATTS B 


ASIC CBS OUTLET 


REPRESENTED NATIONALLY 8y EDWARD PETRY and CO. 


NBC TOURS SALESMEN 


'Many Towns Visited for ‘Breakfast 
Club’ Negotiations 


— 








Chicago, April 9. 

NBC here is putting on a drive 
| to sell local cut-ins for its network 
| ‘Breakfast Club’ show which origi- 
nates in Chicago. Harry Kopf, net- 
work sales chief here, has sent mem- 
| bers of the staff to points east, west 
'and south to aid local NBC stations 
‘in closing deals. 

E. R. Borroff last week was in 
Birmingham, E. M. Hoge in San An- 
tonio and Houston, M. R. Schoen- 
field in Toledo, John McCormick in 
Dayton and Columbus. 

‘Breakfast Club’ sponsorship on 
WCTN, Minneapolis-St. Paul, has al- 





ready set tor Montgomery-Ward, 
which is taking six full hours 
weekly. 





HARRY WILDER, JR. 
DIES IN ACCIDENT 


Palm Beach, Fla., April 9. 
Harry Wilder, Jr., 20, son of the 
| head of WSYR, Syracuse, was killed 
early Monday morning (8) when his 
car crashed intc a parked truck near 
Vero Beach. Young Wilder had 
been living in the latter community 
for the past several months recover- 
ing from z series of internal opera- 
tions. At the time of the accident 
he was driving home from a visit to 
a friend. 

Besides his parents, a sister, Nancy, 
19, survives. Burial will be in 
Syracuse Thursday (11). 





Syracuse, April 9. 

Young Wilder was en route to 
Vero Beach, where he had been stay- 
ing at the home of his grandfather, 
Mark S. Wilder, when the fatal ac- 
cident occurred early in the morning. 

Immediately after the  victim’s 
father was notified, his uncle, Dr. 
Charles B. Miller left for Florida in 
a chartered plane. Death was instan- 
taneous. 





Troy Start Delayed 
Troy, April 9. 

Death of Harry Wilder Jr. Sunday 
in Florida automobile accident has 
caused postponement of start of 
Wilder’s WTRY. 

Starts broadcasting April 18 in- 
stead of tomorrow (11). 


COURT HEARS MOTIONS 


Alonzo Deen Cole vs. Phil Lord 
Gets Prelim Sesh 














Cross motions by Alonzo Deen Cole 
and Phillips H. Lord, Inc., will be 
heard in N.Y. supreme court today 
(Wed.) The defendant corporation 
will seek to bar Cole from present- 
ing evidence at the trial of the suit, 
and Cole will seek to examine the 
books of Lord, Inc. - 

The plaintiff, a writer, actor, and 
producer, is seeking $25,000, claiming 
that he submitted a script entitled 
‘Racketeer & Co.’ or ‘Mr. District 
Attorney,’ or ‘137 Centre Street,’ to 
the defendant who sold it to Lord 
& Thomas. The answer consists of 
a general denial, and a statement 


that Cole was paid-all that was due 
him. 


CBS Production Shifts 


Recent assignments at WABC, New 
York, bring .the following announc- 
ers to CBS shows: 

John Reed King started this week 
on ‘Society -Girl,’ five-a-week day- 
time serial. 














Sinclair Refining foreign news se- 
ries thrice weekly. 

Jackson Wheeler goes on ‘March of 
Games’ and ‘Pursuit of Happiness,’ 
both Sunday airings. 

Warren Sweeney last Sunday (7) 
started on ‘So You Think You Know 


Music,’ which moved forward to 
8:30 p.m. 





Bill Bacher Planes East 


Hollywood, April 9. 

Bill Bacher is flying east today 
(Tuesday) on fall radio deal. 

Also making production tie-up to 
do three operettas on Mutual net- 
work for Col. Robert McCormack of 
WGN, Chicago. - 





Paul Kennedy Honeymooning 
Cincinnati, April 9. 


Cincy Post, was married here Sat- 
urday (6). to Martha Elizabeth 
Combs national publicity director for 
the Kappa Kappa Gamma soriority. 


They are honeymooning in New 
York, 





King and Jack Knell handle the | 


Pau] Kennedy, radio editor of the | 





Adv’tising’s Foes 


Continued from page 21 








pies, the sinus curing capacity of 
Aroma ciggies, and the mile-de- 
vouring qualities of Put-Put gas, the 
industry thinkers see a devastating 
shrinkage of sponsor money. 


Stevens College Rally 


The problem was emphasized last 
week by the Stevens College huddle 
under auspices of the Institute for 
Consumer Education angeled by 
Alfred H. Sloan, the General Motors 
magnate. Further parleys are in 
prospect, with the Better Business 
Bureau scheduling a session to ex- 
change views on fair, misleading, 
and unwise advertising. 


Pending Johnson bill outlawing 
any liquor advertising is symptom- 
atic. While the N.A.B. is on rec- 
ord as disapproving acceptance of 
plugs for hard liquor distillers 
who have been kept away from 
most microphones ever since pro- 
hibition disappeared even when 
the patter is only a mention of the 
sponsor, it is feared that carried to 
a logical conclusion the idea behind 
such legislation would hamstring 
the industry. 


The Stuart Chase concept is re- 
flected by the sociologists who argue 
that people are led to buy things 
they do not need at the sacrifice of 
essentials because advertising of all 
forms sets up a synthetic desire. Also 
by the pedagogs who retreat into a 
cloistered cell and ponder what can 
be done about lifting the general 
American standard of living. The 
‘thinkers’ believe the solution to 
what they regard as a great eco- 
nomic-social problem would be to 
force all advertisers to limit their 
propaganda to bare statements of 
contents or characteristic of the 
product. Blue-noses, of course, don’t 
want certain articles mentioned in 
any way, notably drinks and smokes. 





Order Murine Toned Down 
Washington, April 9. 

High-sounding phrases concerning 
the beneficial effects of ‘Murine’— 
old-time eye-drops which have been 
widely advertised as a cure for eye- 
Strain, irritation and other afflictions 
of the eyes—were condemned last 
week by the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion in a complaint giving the re- 
spondent 20 days in which to answer 
the charges. 

Radio and other advertising in- 
dulged in by the Murine Co., Inc., of 
Chicago, will have to be toned down 
in the future if it is to dodge a cease- 
and-desist order from the FTC. 





‘Ideas’ Camphored for Summer 

‘Adventures in Ideas,’ weekly 60- 
minute scientific lecture series over 
WQXR; New York, goes off efter 
next Sunday night’s (14) broadcast. 
‘Symphony Hall,’ now heard six 
nights a week, will fill the vacancy 
by going on seven nights‘a week. 

Outside chance that ‘Ideas’ may 
return in the fall for a third season. 





KEN BOICE’S 
LETTER TO 
STATIONS 


Ken Boice, the new executive vice- 
president of the projected Transcon- 
tinental Broadcasting System, is 
seeking a new type of contract from 
the stations which originally affili- 
ated themselves with the venture. 
Boice’s circular letter urges the sta- 
tions to give him a quick answer 
because the time is fast approaching 
when ‘the national political cam- 
paign committees will be placing 
considerable political business.’ 


Boice’s proposition to stations stip- 
ulates that Transcontinental must 
have (1) a certain number of free 
hours to help defray line charges, 
(2) a rate on additional hours that 
will give the network a return to 
further cover the cost of lines and 
operating expenses, (3) an option 
on a specified number of hours and 


; (4) and no guarantee as to any fixed 


amount of sponsored or unsponsored 
programs. In this respect, the let- 
ter states: 

‘While we fully realize the im-« 
portance of a strong sustaining pro- 
gram service, and we expect to fur- 
nish satisfactory sustaining service 
after we get rolling, at the start it 
may be impossible to fill all unsold 
time with sustainers, and we cannot 
guarantee it.’ 

Boice also write that he finds that 
it will be impossible either to inter- 
est new capital or to sell network 
business unless the TBS can pur- 
chase time from the stations on this 
basis. 


SAM COOK OF WFBL 
HEADS SYRACUSE ORG. 


Syracuse, April 9. 

Samuel Cook, president of WFBL, 
has been elected president of the 
Syracuse Chamber of Commerce. 
He’s former newspaperman, having 
been sports editor of The Post 
Standard some 30 years ago. 

Later he became graduate manager 
of athletics at Syracuse University 
and held the past for five years. 


Hobo Dean Located 


Buffalo, April 9. 

William Turner, 91, _ self-styled 
‘dean of American hoboes,’ stopped 
into Dunkirk (N. Y.) police station 
to ask a night’s lodging and got a 
spot on ‘We the People’ instead. 
Police said they had been asked to 
watch for Turner since he last 
visited Dunkirk months ago. 

Chief John Warren contacted the 
sponsor. Said he was told the aged 
road knight would be spotted on the 
show two weeks hence. 
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PLINICAL IN ITS 
POMPLETE CHECK 


Commission’s New Question- 
naire for Would-Be Broad- 
casters Is 42 Pages Long 
and Plenty Inquisitive — 
$1,000 to $2,500 Cost of 


Research to Fill in Spaces 








ON PAR WITH SEC 





Washington, April 9. 
The glad days are over, the sad 
days have begun in American broad- 


casting so far as the Washington end 
is concerned. If there was any 
doubt about this the Federal Com- 
munications Commission has drama- 
tized the dawn of the new era with 
the unveiling of its new 42-page 
questionnaire for would-be broad- 
casters. The document is exhaus- 
tively intimate. Like a_ doctor's 
X-ray investigation the FCC pene- 
tration reveals all, including gold 
teeth, incisions and pants buttons. 
Revised blank, which is stirring up 
resentment that will give a_ tre- 
mendous shove to the pending Lo- 
gan-Walter administrative law bill, 
has been termed more difficult to 
fill out than registration papers for 
the Securities & Exchange Commis- 
sion or any petitions to the Interstate 
Commerce Commission. Both of 
these other outfits have been re- 








garded as the most inquisitive gov- 
ernment regulatory bodies, 


Chief concern at the moment is! 


whether every pending application 
must be re-submitted on the new 
form. So far the Commish has not 
decided whether additional data will 
be required from all of those who 
have gone through the initial stages, 
although the Engineering Depart- 
ment is calling for more information 
than was necessary before. 


The cost angle is of great im- 
portance. Lawyers with wide ex- 
perience before government bodies 
estimate it will cost from $1,000 to 
as much as $2,500 to comply with 
the Commission’s demands. That is 
before the papers even are sub- 
mitted. And since the F.C.C, never 
hesitates to shoot the documents 
back whenever initial inspection 
shows they are defective to some de- 
gree, the expense may easily be a 
good deal more. 


The time element also must be 
taken into consideration. Painstak- 
ing investigation and record-search- 
ing becomes unavoidable. In addi- 
tion to the time that ‘must be spent 
by sponsors of the applications, the 
Commish staff naturally will have to 
devote far longer periods to check- 


ing the papers and seeing that they 
contain all the information de- 
manded. 


Most worrisome aspects of the 
new form is series of questions about 
finances, control, and identify of the 
promoters. The commish has delved 
far down the line, calling for dope 
about any relative—there appar- 
ently is no limitation on the degree 
of kinship—and even about former 
associates of the applicant ‘who have 
any interest in or connection with 
this application, the station involved 
therein or with any other radio- 
broadcasting station.” More cynical 
barristers say the language is so 


broad that applicant could be acused 
of perjury if he failed to mention 
that his third cousin is announcer 
for some station hundreds of miles 
distant. How any prospective broad- 
caster is going to know what inter- 
ests some business associate of years 
back now has in a going transmitter 
is beyond the imagination of the in- 
dustry leaders here. Help of the 
F.B.I. would be necessary to check 
every angle touched by such a 
broad interrogatory. 

Commish is not satisfied merely 
with statements about the present 
financial responsibility of applicants. 
It is mandatory now to furnish 
statement showing both the amount 
and the origin of ‘all yearly income’ 
over a period of four years and to 
demonstrate in connection with the 
balance sheet ‘the original source 
of each asset, the length of time 
owned, and, other than cash, the 
basis of value therefor,’ 


Network Relationships 


As outgrowth of the chain mono- 
poly quiz the growing concern about 
relations between affiliates and net- 
works, the Commish demands _ far 
more complete disclosure about the 
prospective operations and the cor- 
porate set-up. Applicants must give 
a full statement concerning any 
‘substantial interest’—meaning 25% 
or more—they now have or ever 
have had ‘in any business or finan- 
cial enterprise.’ The FCC also 
wants to know in full about the 
‘character of any other business en- 
gaged in and the nature and extent 
of the interest or relationship.’ 

In connection with the commit- 
ments or understandings, the Com- 
ish wants specifically to know 
whether the applicant has specified 
that—in event he signs up with a 
web—he will be free to exercise ‘the 
right to determine at all times what 





programs shall in the public interest 


FCC X-RAYS PETITIONERS 


be broadcast.’ All correspondence | 
with webs must be submitted. | 
Whole bale of dope is required | 
in connection with possible litiga- | 
tion. If the applicant is or has been | 
involved in a suit concerning mono- 
poly in the communications field, he 
has to go into great detail about his 
alleged or actual offense. Moral tur- | 
pitude is considered by the FCC to | 
be part of its concern, so that the | 
blank calls for statements if any ap- 
plicant has bcen convicted of aj} 
crime under this head or cf any 
felony, no matter how far removed 
it may be from the business of run- 


must be made about the 10% owners, 

Financing plans furthermore are 
subject to comprehensive FCC scru- 
tiny. The questions are as fare 
reaching as those asked by the Se- 
curities & Exchange Commission, so 
ihat any enterprise likely to peddle 
stock publicly has to duplicate the 
whole job required under the SEC 
laws. He must tell ‘the full pur- 
pose’ if he intends to market any 
securities, explaining how the trans- 


action is to be handled and the re- ~, 


turns and considerations anticipated. 
With the regulators showing live- 
ly interest in rates, accounts, and 





program service, the blank contained 
Nhs: 1 questions about business 

who has been on the receiving end  —— nore —s 

in court will have at least one strike |policies. Despite the statement of 


, . .'the United States Supreme Court 
against him when the Commish gets | inat its powers are extremely lim- 


around to pondering his ability to | ited in this regard, the FCC calls for 
serve public interest, convenience, ‘copies of all contracts or agree- 
or necessity. ‘ments, express or implied, and all 
Similarly about his financial rec- | other legal instruments existing or in 
ord. Historical research will be nec- | contemplation which now or in the 
essary to tell the Commish whether future may affect (1) ownership, (2) 
any parties have been defendants in control, (3) operation or (4) which 


bankruptcy suits, while one question! may grant to any party a right or 


ning a radio. Apparently anybody 


asks if ‘any other suit or proceed- 
ing of any character’ ever was 
brought against the applicant. 

In trying to smoke out hidden 
owners, the Commish is digging 
deeply into parent corporations. 


corporation holds a controlling inter- 
est in the applicant. Details must 
be supplied about ‘the character of 
business,’ the amount of stock out- 
standing, and the financial interest 
of each stockholder with 10% of the 
securities of the holding company. 
The applicant corporation likewise 
must give the FCC far more dope 
about itself than ever required be- 
fore. Besides the customary data 
about the offices and directors, the 
blank calls for statement of stock 
ownership of every individual, if 
there are not more than 100 ground- 





floor occupants; if more, disclosure 


It | 
is not enough to tell that some other | 


!interest in the station.’ Oral cone 
,versations must be described in 
{great detail. This is considered so 
|broad that an applicant who has 
'talked with a network about pos- 
sibly becoming an outlet years in the 
future will have to relate all of the 
| discussion, 

The engineering part of the new 
form is virtually twice as compre- 
hensive as the blanks previously 
used. An expert engineer will be 
imperative, attorneys say, to give the 
information which the regulators 
demand. No lawyer with a smatter- 
|ing of technical knowledge or run- 
of-mine station operator can supply 
the answers. Costly and intricate 
maps must be prepared—the same 
sort of article that would be an exe , 
hibit in a hearing—for submission 
along with the applicant, while 
aerial photographs also are desired. 
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For more information about WBB 








Dincieaiionnel first 


in this ten-million- 


population market. 


‘M, one of the sixteen CBS 50,000 watt stations, inquire of Radio Sales: New York, Detroit, St. Louis, Charlotte, N.C., San Francisco, Los Angeles 


MIDWESTERN KEY STATION OF THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
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Columbus, April 9. 


Program for the Institute for Edu- | 


cation by Radio, sponsored by Ohio 
State University, will be the most 
comprehensive in 11 years of ex- 
istence. It bespeaks the new 1im- 
portance of the subject. Sessions 
will be held April 29-30 and May 1 
at the Deshler Wallick hotel and on 


the university campus. Complete 
program, after revisions, 1S as 
follows: 





Monday Morning 


W elcome—Howard L. Bevis, President, 
Ohiv State University, ‘Are We Victims 








of Propaganda ?’-Breakfast-table discus- | 


sion conducted by Lyman Bryson, a la 
CBS’ ‘People’s Platform.’ 


Award Fourth American Exhibition at | 


Recordings of Educational Radio Pro- 


grams. 


v { Saaieheion | 
] Mon., Tues. Afternoons | 
Clinics and Work-Study Groups 
I 


AGRICULTURE BROADCASTS 


John C. Baker, U. 8S. Department of 
Agriculture, chairman. 








1. Problems of planning and adminls- | 
! 


tration. 


‘Farm Facts Can Be Fun,’ George 8S. 


Round, University of Nebraska. 
‘Highlighting Agriculture,’ Charles 


Worchester, WNAX, Yankton, 8S. D. 

‘What Do Women Want to Hear? And 
How?’ Ruth Van Deman, Bureau of 
Home Economics, U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. 

2. Problems of Technique. 

‘We Throw the Script Away,’ Harwood 
Hull, Alabama Poly. 

‘What is Showmanship?’ 
WLW, Cincinnati. 


Ea Mason, 


‘Toe Teach or Sell,’ 30-minute panel 
discussion. 

W. E. Drips. NBC, Chicago. 

G. O. Oleson, Massachusetts State 
College. 


R. D. Michael, Virginia Poly. 

Milton Bliss, University of Wisconsin. 

Andy Woolfries, lowa Siate College. 

‘Human Interest in Farm Programs,’ 
Charles Stookey. CBS. 

‘How Can the County Agents Use 
Radio,” C. M. Kast, New Albany, Ind. 

‘Improving Broadcasting ‘Technique, 
Ralph Steele. Lousiana State University. 

‘On the Spot Broadcasts,’ Robert J. 
Coleman, Michigan State College. 


I 
SCHOOL BROADCASTS 


Harold W. Director, 


Kent, 


Than. 
Philip H. Cohen, 
U. S. Office of Education. 
Robert S. Emerson, 
sity. 


Phil English, student, University High 


Radio 
Cauncil of Chicago Public Schools, chair- ! 


program executive, 


New York Univer- 
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Ohio State Radio Meetings 
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OF eoose 
IV 


BROADCASTS FOR GENERAL 
EDUCATION 


Herschel W. Niswonger, assistant di- 
| rector, Bureau of Special and Adult 
E.lucation, Ohio State University, chair- 
' nan, 
| William O. Aldridge. WOSU, Columbus, 

Lyman Bryson, Adult Education Board, 


| CBS, 
| J. Harry Cotton, Chicago minister. 
Sherman H. Dryer, radio director, Unt- 
| versity of Chicago. 
| Frank KE. Hill director of 
listening groups, Federal Radio 
tion Committee, New York. 
Leonard Power, Federal Radio Educa- 
| tien Committee, New York. 
Kd Kirby, director of public relations, 
| NAB, 
Thomas D. Rishworth, 
{ director, KTSP, St. Paul. 
| Lavinia 8S. Schwartz, midwestern edu- 
j cational director, CBs, Chicago, 


study 
E.dluca- 


educational 


Julius Seebach, program director, 
; WOR, Newark. 

(. <A. Siepman, Harvard University, 
formerly BBC. 
| Judith Waller, educational director, 
|; NBC central division, Chicago. 


Vv 
| PUBLIC SERVICE B’DCASTING 


Walter G. Preston, assistant to NBC 
Vice-president in charge of programs, 
chairman. . 


VI 

‘CLINIC: MUSIC APPRECIATION 
| BROADCASTS 

H Alion O° Steen, research assoctate, 


, Evulation of Schools Broadcasts, Ohio 


| State University, chairman. 
| VII 
CLINIC: SCIENCE BROADCASTS 


loring Andrews, chairman program 
committee, World Wide Broadcasting 
Foundation, Boston, chairman, 


| Monday Evening | 


(Sections on Special Problems) 

1. Adult Education by Radio. 

Byron Williams, The Town Hall, pre- 

| siding, to present talk written by George 

i V. Denny, president of The Town Hall. 

| 2. Classroom Utilization of Broadcasts. 

Elizabeth Goudy, director of radio, 
| Los Angeles county schools. 

| 3. Dedication and demonstration of 
radio workshop equipment. 











| KE. S. Stauffer, Columbus South High 
| School, presiding. 
4. Joint meeting of the NAB, educa- 


| tlenal director of CBS and NBC. 

Ed Kirby. director of public relations, 
NAB, presiding. 

5. N.A.E.B. (closed meeting). 
| President Harold G. Ingham, 
| ing. 

i 6. National Association of Teachers of 
| Speech (closed meeting). 

| H. Clay Hershbarger, lowa State Uni- 
| versity, presiding. 
| 


presid- 








ae a a a 7. Pre-professional Training of Radio 
liz: : y, i + le 
Los Angeles County Schools. |e om we vieeeecdent 
Harriet H. Hester, educational direc- | seoaatae E. Mason, NBC vice-president, 
tor. WLS, Chicago. \ wee - ? " 
Kenneth (. Ray, Supt. of schools, | 8. School supervision of radio. 
Zanesville, O H. M. Buckley, assistant supt, of 
‘ ; rer m1 Cleveland schools, presiding. 
! * 7 
RESEARCH IN EDUCATIONAL || __Tuesday Morning | 
BROADCASTING Demonstration of the utilization of a 
classroom broadcast, 
H. M. Beville, Jr., Research Manager, Harold Alberty, director University 
NBC, chairman. School, Ohio State University, presiding. 
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Raoul Gatien, department of instruc- 
tivnal research, Detroit Publie Schools, 

William HK. Levenson, supervisor of 
radio activities, WLOK, Cleveland pub- 
lic schools, 

Paul Reed, supervisor of 
radia education, 
lic schools, 

Seerley 
Broadcasts, 


visual and 
Rochester (N. Y.) pub- 


Reid. Evulation of Schools 
Ohio State University. 


Verna Walters, supervisor of  ele- 
mentary education, Zanesville, (O.), 
public schools, 

Blanche Young. assistant director de- 


partment of publications, 


public schools, 


Indianapolis 





' ; i” Me ee _—" 
| Tuesday Evening | 
~~ Banquei, Judith Waller of NBC, pre- 
siding. 

Speaker, James I. 
the FCC, speaking on 
Force.’ 

Kound-table Diseussions 
Writing for Radio, Bernard CC. Schoen- 


Fly, chairman of 
‘Radio as a Social 


feld, chief script writer, radio section, 
Department.of Interior. 
Radio Productions, John S. Carlile, 


University of Alabama, 

Handling Cvontroversial 
Kirby. NAB. 

Radio Workshop, Thomas Rishworth, 
KTSP. 

Educational Script 
Heimlick, WOSU, 

Recording for School Use, 
Haley, assistant to the director 
tion of School Film Libraries. 

Engineering Quiz Section, R. C. Higgy, 
director, WOSU. 

News and Special Events 
A. A. Schechter, director of 
special events, NBC. 

{ 


Issues, Ed 
Exchanges, Friel 


Emilie 
associa- 


Broadcast. 
news and 





a 
Wednesday Morning | 
H. 1. Ewbank, University of Wiscon- 
sin, presiding. , 
1. The Activities of the Federal Radio 
Education Committee. 


Leonard Power, coordinator of re- 
search, FREC. 

2. The Status of Research in Radio 
Education. 


J. Wayne Wrightstone, bureau of ref- 
erence, research and statistics, New York 
City public schools. 

3. Developments in iateraational broad- 
casting. 

Hickock, 


Guy 
NBC, 


Wednesday Afternoon 


manager, international 











General session, Harold B. McCarty, 
director, WHA, University Wisconsin, 
presiding. 

1. Planning and production of the pro- 
grams to be presented. e 

Joseph Ries, educational director, 
WLw. 


2. Demonstration of the production of 
two types of educational broadcasts. 

‘Fortunes Washed Away,’ WLW dra- 
matic staff players. 

‘Music of the Masters,” Cincinnati Col- 
lege of Music orchestra. 

2-A Evaluation of the demonstration. 

Philip H. Cohen, U. S. Office of Kdu- 


cation. 
George Jennings, radio council, Chi- 
cago Public Schools. 


Sherman Lawton, radio and visual edu- 
cation, Stephens College. 

Katharine Matcheit, director 
activities, West Technical High 
Cleveland. 

C. Wilbert 
rector, WOSU. 

Gerhart D. Wiebe, Evaluation of School 
Broadcasts, Ohio State University. 


of radio 
School, 


Pettegrew, production di- 








Sunday: Educational directors of CBS 
affiliates: Sterling Fisher, CBS direc- 
tor of educational programs, host 

Wednesday: Broadcast in studios of 
WHKC of MBC program ‘Trail Blazers;’ 
Larry Roller, MBS, host. 








HEAR IS — THE MAYOR 


Salt Lake City, April 9. 

‘The Mayor Reports,’ a 15-minute 
sustainer, is the first program to be 
put on KDYL as a result of the 
efforts of the KDYL Listeners Panel, 
an advisory group recently formed 
to find out what the public wants 
to hear. Panel is composed of some 
30 listeners made up of ministers, 
truck drivers, engineers, hotel mana- 
gers, clubwomen, school teachers, 
school principals, P.T.A. members 
and housewifes. 

The new program presents Mayor 
Ab Jenkins in discussions of civic 
affairs of current interest, as well as 
a question and answer period, when 
listeners-can get first-hand informa- 
tion on any municipal affairs. 


Music Educators See 
Harm in Kid Programs 








Los Angeles, April 9. 

Most radio programs for children 
are unhealthy from a psychological 
viewpoint and ghastly, blood- 
curdling shows tend to upset them 
emotionally, it was stated at a panel 
discussion during meeting here of 
Music Educators National Confer- 
ence. Judith Waller, of NBC, told 
of how the network was scrupu- 
lously trying to avoid such conse- 
quences in setting up programs for 
youngsters. 
Miss Waller related a meeting with 
Parent-Teachers Association to work 
out a solution but nothing happened 
because critics couldn’t get together 
on what constituted proper children 
shows. She said classical programs 
were tried out but the kids preferred 
‘Orphan Annie.’ 





WNAX Feeds Des Moines 
Des Moines, April 9. 
‘The Sunday Get-Together,’ bowed 
in over KSO-WMT-WNAX Sunday 
(7) for the Miller Cereal Mills. Pro- 
~~ originate at WNAX, Yankton, 





WHAT PUBLIC WANTS TO 


| Additional Meetings || 


The Wonders of Radio 





Detroit, April 9. 

Vivian Pollock’s wedding came 
off without a hitch Saturday (6) 
after C. C, Bradner, WWJ’s vet 
newscaster, had come to rescue 
of Shirley Mae Pollock, one of 
the bridesmaids. 

Bradner appealed to listeners 
of his ‘Bradcast’ last Wednesday 
after Shirley Mae had lost her 
bridesmaid gown while return- 
ing from the alteration shop. 
Helen Wheeler, another Grosse 
Pointer who had picked up box 
where it had fell from Miss Pol- 
lock’s car, heard Bradner’s ap- 
peal and returned gown. Loss of 
dress had created a problem, be- 
cause it had been created by a 
New York shop especially for 
the occasion and it would have 
been impossible to provide a sub- 
Stitute to match other brides- 
maids’ gowns quickly enough. 


UTAH UNIVERSITY HAS 








GEORGIA AIR 
AWARDS A LA 
OHIO 


Atlanta, April 9. 

A new palm for radio activities 
will be established here, the George 
Foster Peabody award. Lambdin 
Kay, former general manager of 
WSB, has prompted the idea and the 
National Association of Broadcasters 
has endorsed it. First awards may 
be made in 1941. Ohio State Uni- 
versity has been making educational 
awards for several years but this 
proposal is expected to be wider in 
scope. 


Several years ago Kay was ap- 
pointed to head a committee for the 
NAB to investigate the possibilities 
of providing national educational 





NEW SERIES ON KSL recognition for public service in 





Salt Lake City, April 9. 


University of Utah begins (11) a 


According to tentative plans, the 
awards would be announced and 
bestowed publicly by the Regents of 


series of educational half-hours over | the University System of Georgia, 


KSL once weekly. Series will be 


under the jurisdiction of the KSL 


production staff. 


Other educational shows on KSL 
are Today’s Children, Tomorrow’s 
Adults, released by the P.T.A. in 
conjunction with the extension di- 
vision of the University of Utah and 
the State Department of Education; 
Up and Down the Scale, a music ap- 
preciation program sponsored by the 
Junior League of Salt Lake City and 
the Department of Public Schools; 
as well as Sunshine Express, a pro- 
gram of educational talks and in- 
terviews planned primarily for 
shut-ins and conducted by a shut-in, 
Allan Hodgson. 


REVISED FORMAT 


The Musical Cruise Becomes 
: Musical Flight 


—_——__—_ 


Cleveland, April 9. 

Marshadl Drugs, operators of 48 
chain stores in greater Cleveland, 
has launched new ‘Melody Cruise’ 
over WCLE. The half hour show 
previously had a long run at WGAR. 

Interstate Agency which is han- 
dling show has changed main theme 
from boats to aviation and is enlist- 
ing the cooperation of major airline 
operating in Cleveland. 

Alun Jenkins, WHK-WCLE chief 
announcer is picked as pilot with 
Evelyn Bowyer of Interstate acting 
as stewardess. Audience will be 
treated to music enroute to destina- 
tion via a push button radio in the 
cabin of giant transport plane set- 
ting. Show plans to use real pilot or 
stewardess from time to time. 

‘Melody Cruise’ is set for 36 weeks 
with daily nine a.m. spot . 


the 


Herschel Williams, daytime radio 
chief for Ruthrauff & Ryan, away 
for several weeks. 





under recommendation of the Ad- 
visory Board set up and maintained 
jointly by the University of Georgia, 
through the Henry W. Grady School 
of Journalism and the National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters. 

The membership of the Advisory 
Board would consist of the chancel- 
lor of the University System of 
Georgia and 11 other’ outstand- 
ing Americans who have demon- 
strated their interest. in public af- 
fairs, and who also by position and 
achievement are prepared to evalu- 
ate the contribution of radio stations 
and networks. 

The board would be self-perpetu- 
ating, subject to the approval of the 
Board of Regents. 

Nominations of candidates for 
awards would be made in writing to 
the Director of the Grady School of 





the University of Georgia. Each 
, nomination, according to the pro- 
| posal, would have to be accom- 


panied by complete and self-evident 
| data pointing out clearly the claim to 
| consideration for one of the awards. 
| Program subjects, program outlines, 
| program transcripts, recordings, let- 
iters, and other pertinent data also 
| would have to be presented as to 
| comprise an exhibit which would be 
a faithful record of the radio stae 
tion’s particular contribution to pub- 
lic service. 





Menser’s Radio Course 





Chicago, April 9. 

Clarence Menser, who has been in 
charge of the Gardner agency here, 
will open a radio school following 
fold of the agency’s local office and 
the Tom Mix show on April 26. 

Menser, former production man- 
ager for NBC will run a four week 
course on lectures and laboratory 
| work with student body of not more 
than 20. 
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Robert Gill, Former Radio 
Spieler, Gets Fellowship 


Pittsburgh, April 9. 
Robert S. Gill, former radio an- 
(6) when the Congressional Record | substitute its judgment for that of mouncer at station WCAE and for 
carried a “ae et Biot alg Re coh eo Rice cage od is the wisest | the last two seasons active in di- 
raven to Senator . scientific achievement and | : —" 
re sternly the course the majority | will be the most effective in securing | ee Hee : rqrndiameraregs 
js following. The Farmer-Laborite | the technical improvements it de- | locally, has just been awarded a 
ston went of the air that night to’ sires. | $1,000 Fellowship by National The- 


Television Hearings 


Continued from page 23 











repeat part of these views to the ‘In this case, the Commsieiie | Come meee seta pa 
public. ; | would have been on more logical | 95 000 covering a saab a three 
Wheeler’s Interest | grounds had it merely made public | ~~’ p = 


' : | years. Gill will go to the Cleveland 
Possibility that the Commish may , the facts concerning obsolescence of | Playhouse for a season to act, as- 


ut on the defensive itself was | television receivers, rather than tak- | otek in rm * 
wd late Monday (8) when Senator | ing action which prevents the public | ness sak ciataites oF Mig Maren 
Burton K. Wheeler, chairman of the’ from exercising its own judgment. pong sg 
Senate Interstate Commerce Com- |The Commission will have performed | = is a graduate of the Carnegie 
mittee, called a meeting to discuss its duty to the public, insofar as | oo drama school and returned 
Senator Lundeen'’s demand for an| Obsolescence of receivers is con- | gh couple af years age to get his 
investigation. Both Fly and Sarnoff cerned, when it has informed the, M. A. in drama, which he received 
have been offered an opportunity to | public of the facts . | last June. He’s one of seven men to 
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Filter Mike Invades Politics 





A WGAR ‘Ghost’ Disguises Voice to Tell Cleveland 
Some Inside Stuff 
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attend the session Wednesday (to- 
day). In offering his resolution a 
week earlier, the Minnesotan re- 
marked that such development as 
television should not be ‘arbitrarily 
retarded by some bureau here in 
Washington.’ 

In starting the hearing off, Chair- 
man Fly repeated some of his broad- 
cast statements, recalling that the 
Commish in its final report ‘warned 
the industry of the retarding effect 
upon future research which would be 
caused by a widespread public in- 
westment in television equipment 
that would lock transmission stand- 
ards down to the levels of current 
development.’ He also said that ‘no 
effort will be made here to determine 
the legal propriety of the promo- 
tional standards of the industry,’ 
adding that nothing is to be taken up 
which was not weighed at the prior 
gabfest. 


Confusion 


In outlining his reasons for ob- 
jecting to further public discussion 
and for suspension of the rules 
Craven accused the Commish Chair- 
man of jumping around and com- 
plained that the majority's action is 
inconsistent and confusing to both 
the industry and the public. He 
agreed it is desirable to keep the 
public informed about the status of 
development and that standardiza- 
tion should be deferred, but termed 
the majority’s fears that the art will 
be frozen ‘absurd’ and ‘unjustified’ 
and said the Commission—by such 
antics—is more liable than the in- 
dustry to retard progress. 


Public reaction to television can- 
not be measured unless sets are sold 
and used, Craven wrote Senator 
Lundeen, while it it within the 
F.C.C.’s power to permit different 
types of transmission. The finan- 
cial burden for some time will be 
on wealthy individuals, the Com- 
mission dissenter noted, so that no 
great damage to innocent purchasers 
is liable to be done if progress makes 
early receivers obsolescent. 

‘In my opinion, the technique of 
television has advanced to the stage 
where an initial public trial is en- 
tirely justified,’ Craven wrote. ‘Such 
a trial would spur television onward, 
not only more rapidly but also more 
effectively than any other method. 

‘I agree with the majority that 
technical improvements are required 
in television and I agree that the 
Commission should not approve 
standards at this time. However, no 
one can foretell accurately how these 
technical improvements will be se- 
cured and what public reaction will 
be. It is already obvious that some 
of the technical methods suggested 
by the Commission in its previous 
report may not be the best. This is 
not surprising, since the Commission 
has had no practical experience in 
technical research for television nor 
is it equipped to undertake such 
problems. 


‘There is no need in the present 
state of development of television 
for a commission in Washington to 
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‘The action of the majority on 
March 22, coming less than a month 
after the encouragement given by 
the entire Commission to television 
receiver sales, is inconsistent and 
creates confusion, resulting in a re- 
tardation of technical development 
as well as delays in creating a new 
industry with added employment.’ 


Little attempt was made in indus- | during the next year over KLO, local 


try circles to conceal the feeling that 
Fly—using the implied power of his 
office—forced NBC into giving him 
time to carry his defensive argument 
to the people. Even though David 
Sarnoff, RCA president, backed up 
the chairman’s statement, the gen- 
eral reaction here was that Fly made 
autocratic use of his position to gain 
an audience. 


Dispute about the way in which 
the chairman’s talk was scheduled by 
NBC did not end with the formal 
statements to the daily press. While 
Fly indicated he was invited by NBC 
to address its listeners, it was stated 
authoritatively that the first move to 
get a booking on the red network 
came from the FCC head. Further- 
more, no matter who took the in- 
itiative, industry figures felt it is a 
dangerous precedent for a regulator 
to ask for commercial time, compell- 
ing a web to break contracts in- 
volving about $10,000 worth of 
revenue. The same attitude was re- 
flected in political circles, even in 
New Deal quarters. 


There was a two-way denial of 
a rather persistent trade report that 
Fly—after vehemently chiding the 
clear-channel operators recently for 
carrying such features—specifically 
requested the spot immediately after 
the ‘Pot o’ Gold’ (Tums) feature in 
order to insure the largest possible 
audience. Spokesman for the chair- 
man said ‘not a word of truth in it,’ 
while NBC likewise said the give- 
away never was mentioned in nego- 
tiations over arrangements for his 
talk. 


Just how Fly happened to ask NBC 
for the opportunity to use its fa- 
cilities is a puzzle, with nobody will- 
ing to give sufficiently complete de- 
tails. Sarnoff’s Saturday (6) com- 
ment was that Fly ‘fully covered’ all 
essential facts in a formal statement 
Thursday (4) was not convincing to 
trade people here, who picked up a 
very much different version. Fly ex- 
plained that the idea of a talk ‘origi- 
nated’ with Mutual and he added that 
he felt ‘as did the RCA officials later 
consulted on the arrangements, that 
if there was to be anything in the 
speech with which the RCA was not 
in entire agreement it would be de- 
sirable to have that speech carried 
over the NBC network to avoid any 
possible implication that any com- 
ment which might be considered ad- 
verse to the interest of RCA was 
taken to the public through the fa- 
cilities of a competing network.’ 

This statement did not explain 
convincingly the fact that Fly first 
wired Lenox Lohr, NBC president, 
asking for the 9-9:30 spot. Nor did 
it jibe with the report that he re- 
quested any 30-minute period be- 
tween 8:30 and 10:30 and finally 
picked the one immediately follow- 
ing ‘Pot o’ Gold.’ 


Understanding locally is that Fly 


decided to go on the air at night 
when he found out WOR could not 
carry the talk if he went ahead with 
original intentions of speaking at a 
luncheon meeting of the New York 
Advertising Club. The time sup- 
posedly was picked by the Mutual 
key station, which had an open spot 
at 9 p.m. 





KSL Staff Realigned 


Salt Lake City, April 9. 
Recent staff changes in the com- 
mercial department of KSL makes 
D. H. Vincent auditor and office 
manager. Lennox Murdoch is now 
commercial manager and Ed. J. 
Broman sales manager. 


Russell Stewart has recently beer 
appointed chief announcer, 


win the NTC Fellowships for 1940-41. 


Ogden’s 2,500 Spots 


Ogden, Utah, April 9. 
Four sponsors have contracted for 
more than 2,500 spot announcements 








NBC blue station. 
are: 


McClanahan’s clothing, of Ogden 
and Salt Lake City, 745 announce- 
ments. 


Dundee clothes, of Ogden and Salt 
Lake City, 1,000 announcements. 

Federal Building and Loan, of 
Ogden and Salt Lake City, 361 an- 
nouncements, 

Ace Photo, of Salt Lake City and 
Ogden, 480 announcements, a re- 
newal for a third year. 


The advertisers 





i 


TRIB ADDS 4th FLOOR 
TO WGN BUILDING 


Chicago, April 9. 

Already housed in the town’s only 
exclusive radio building, WGN is 
proceeding to build a fourth story to 
the present structure on Michigan 
boulevard. Addition will take care 
of newsrooms, more office space and 
music department. Will cost Tri- 
bune some $250,000 and will be: 
ready for occupancy in about six’ 
months. 





This is part of a general campaign 
for the further build-up of station. 





Klauber, Runyon Buying 


Washington, April 9. 
Sizable chunks of CBS Class A 
stock picked up during February by 
vice-presidents Edward Klauber and 
Mefford R. Runyon, the Securities & 
Exchange Commish reported last 
week, 


New York officials went shopping 
on same day, Feb, 16, with Klauber 
investing in 4,015 shares and Run- 
yon picking up 1,090 shares. Hold- 
ings of Klauber at the month’s end 
were 5,835 shares, with the Runyon 








nest-egg comprising 1,937 shares. 


Cleveland, April 9. 
‘The Ghost of City Hall’ has made 
its debut in the first of weekly five- 
minute inside stuff broadcasts via 
WGAR. Sponsored by the Citizens’ 
Civil Service Committee the anony- 


mous ghost disguises his voice by 
means of a filter mike. 


On discovery that Welfare Direc- 
tor Fred W. Ramsey was going to 
introduce an ordinance to raise the 
pay of city relief division workers 
ghost branded action as being use- 
less. Newspapers carried this dis- 
covery a week ago. 


Said ghost to Ramsey: ‘If you 
wanted to give underpaid workers a 
living wage you should have done it 
long ago. You should have done it 
before November, 1938. The ques- 
tion of salary schedule is now before 
City Council and it is going to in- 
crease pay whether you like it or 
not. 


This was closest ghost came to re- 
vealing something everybody didn’t 
know. Political observers believe 
Council would let matter slide unless 
pushed, 


Other ‘inside stuff’ included salary 
figures from finance committee 
budget hearings and a crack or two 
at school board. 


On hearing approach of night 


watchman ghost scrammed until 
next week. 











Ore in a while the most blasé station executives 
are rocked on their heels by a vibrant illustration 
of “the power of their own strength.” 


Case in hand: celebration of the week of March 3rd— 
“WISV Week”, by proclamation of the Washington city 
fathers. Occasion: WJSV’s increase to 50,000 watts. 


WJBSV listeners were invited to visit and take first glimpse 
of the modern new transmitter building...twelve miles 
north of Washington...on Sunday, March 10th. 


They accepted. More than 23,000 WJSV fans jammed 
the roads, spread over the grounds, from dawn to dark! 


ATOR. «« anc 


23,000 people jammed the roads! 


Several thousand got inside; others good-humoredly went 


home, to return another day. 


Of course, our “strength” has long been known to 
advertisers. Most of them spend more dollars and buy 
more hours of time on WJ SV than on any other Washington 
station. And now 50,000 watts carry WJSV’s good words 


farther than ever. 


\ \ J SV ‘s0000 WATTS - CBS - WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Owned and operated by Columbia Broadcasting System. 


Represented by Radio Sales: New York, Chicago, Detroit, 
St. Louis, Charlotte, N.C., Los Angeles, San Francisco. 
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WCPO, Cincy, Raises Issue of FCC 
‘Revocation in Part of Existing 


License by Possible WCOL Grant 





Washington, April 9. 
Complete cold-shoulder was given 


last week to the petition of WCPO, ' 


Scripps-Howard station of Cincin- | 
nati, for a hearing on the application 


of WCOL, Columbus, for a change | 


of trequency and increase of power 
which, assertedly, would damage the 
Cincinnati transmitter. Commish 
quarreled with WCPO on every 
point the station brought up in its 
own behalf. 

Particularly interesting to the in- 
dustry was the refusal of the FCC 


to admit that the grant to WCOL 
constituted a modification of WCPO’s 
license—or ‘a revocation in part’— 
because part of the area which it 
now serves will be curtailed. 
Although admitting that interfer- 
ence to the intermittent service of 


WCPO would result from the as- 


signment change granted WCOL, 
commish declared that this did not 
‘necessarily preclude the establish- 


ment of the proposed station.’ Ar-_ 
gued that one of the requisites to a. 
determination that establishment of 


such a station causing the stated 
interference is not in the public in- 
terest is ‘a showing that 90% of 


the population to which the existing | 


such intermittent 
receive primary 


station renders 
service does not 


service from any other station ren-| 


dering the 
service.” 


Petitioner's 


same general program 


contention that the 


contested grant constituted a ‘modi- | 


fication or revocation in part’ of 
WCPO’'s license was met with the 
charge that the squawk appeared to 
be ‘based upon a claim that the act 
or its license confers upon it a right 


to serve a particular number of lis- | 


1 FCC explained. ‘Consequently, it 
| ean hardly be successfully contend- 
\ the effect of which may be a re- 
striction of petitioner’s service area 
constitutes a modification or partial 
revocation of petitioner's license.’ 


Sobs of WCPO that the new as- 
signment for WCOL would result in 
‘real, substantial and destructive in- 
terference throughout a large por- 
tion of the present average area of 
' WCPO’ and that such destructive 
interference would be = apparent 
throughout more than 500 miles— 
‘with the complete loss of WCPO's 
listening audience in that area’— 
were dismissed as ‘without merit’. 
The Government body also remained 
cold to the Scripps-Howard station's 
contention that a study of interfer- 
ence conditions submitted by WCOL 
was not turned in with the applica- 
tion for new assignment. 


‘The mere fact that it was sub- 
mitted after the application was filed 
is immaterial,’ commish stated. ‘The 
commission may consider it just as 
though such data were filed simul- 
taneously with the application, or 
submitted as a written statement 


} 


| of fact under a request of the com- 


mission made or submitted as a 
written statement of fact under a 
request of the commission made 
pursuant to Section 308 (b) of the 
act.’ 

Complete snubbing given the Cin- 
cinnati transmitter—which loses 
20,800 listeners by WCOL’s change 
from 1210 ke with 100 watts to 1200 
ke with 250 watts—caused consider- 
able head-scratching among individ- 
uals who recalled the old davs of 
‘yardstick decisions’. Decision to 
okay WCOL’s switch-over was made 
without a hearing. 





teners within a specified geograph- , 


ical area.” The act, commish stated, 
is ‘devoid’ of any such suggestion 
and 
‘expressly or impliedly authorizing’ 
service to any particular portion of 

» the listening public. 
‘The petitioner's 
authorizes it to operate transmitting 
equipment on a specified frequency, 
power and hours of operation,’ the 
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licenses contain no provisions | 


TO SMALL TOWN UNITS 


license merely 


KXOK FEEDS BASEBALL 





St. Louis, April 9. 

KXOK, the St. Louis Star-Times 
station, has completed arrangements 
to feed all the home games of the 
Cardinals and Browns to a six-sta- 
tion web in Missouri and Illinois 
| starting Tuesday (16). Stunt, bank- 
| rolled by Hvde Park Breweries, was 
| set by Oscar A. Zahner, head of the 
| local oftice of Ruthrauff & Ryan. It 
| will give the suds maker a blanket 


ed that the grant of an application | 


-with WABC, but latter has 


| coverage for a 200 mile radius of St. | 


| Louis, in a territory where Hyde 
| Park distribution is well established 
and where 18 other stations are 
| earrving sports locally for the same 
sponsor, 

Stations involved in the hookup 
are KFRU, Columbia, Mo.; WTAX, 
Springfield, Mo.; KWOC, Poplar 
Bluff, Mo.; WZOY, Decatur, Iil.; 
KFVS, Cape Girardeau, Mo., in addi- 
tion to KXOK. Gabby Street has 
been penciled for an between-innings 
analyst stint with Alex Buchan and 


Contract includeg 14 nocturnal 
games, first to be played by the big 
leaguers in thig burg. Nite games 
will be exclusive with KXOK. 
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Dhsndhehll 


WINS LARGER AUDIENCES 


in 


the 


INTERMOUNTAIN 
MARKET 


JOHN BLAIR 
& COMPANY 
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Salt Lake City 





Ray Schmidt doing the play-by-play. | 


BRIDGEPORT LOSES 
BASEBALL FOR 1940 


Bridgeport, April 9. | 

WICC is out in the cold, but | 
double, in this season's - big-league | 
aseball deal. Set to take Boston | 
games with special Atlantic and> 
Wheaties Yankee network, John) 
Shepard's Bridgeport-New 





io" 


Haven 
station got the bad news last week 
(4) that American League had de-} 
nied permission because WICC's| 
transmitter: is within 50-mile pro-| 
tection radius of New York clubs. | 

As it happens, WICC transmitter 
is 4844 miles from the Bronx. Prac- 
tically the same thing happened two | 
years ago when late Jacob Ruppert | 
ran N. Y. Yankees and refused to 
allow WICC to broadcast American | 
League sked. WICC listeners at that 
time staged a boycott against Rup- | 
nert’s beer and Yankee owner came 
throuch with permission. 


| 

Last year WICC shared N. Y.! 
Giants and Yankees home games 
exclu- | 
sive on Polo Grounds and Yankee | 
Stadium this summer. Since WICC | 
fans prefer Boston games through | 
many years’ habit, station had wel- | 
comed return to New England hook- | 
up. Last week’s reversal therefore | 
meant a double loss. 

Nearest station carrying Boston 
play-by-plays is Waterbury’s WATR;, 
out of range of most of southwesfern | 
Connecticut. | 


Getting Nowhere, A.F.M. 


} 
| 








Seeks New WPEN Rap 


| 
| 
| 





Philadelphia, April 9. 
Local 77, American Federation of 
Musicians, this week 
firms advertising on WPEN. 
The 
svonsors will be barraged by mail 


from trade unionists urging they go | Of KFSD, has resigned, Heading for 
oft the air until the station signs up | Hollywood. 


with the union. Union officials said | 
they would enlist the aid of all 
bodies affiliated with the Central 
Labor Union, comprising all -AFL |} 
unions. Members of CIO organiza- 
tions will also be asked to join the | 
‘don’t buy’ campaign. | 

AFM officials took this new tack | 
after negotiations through an arbi- 
trator broke down last week. An| 
unfair list of all WPEN sponsors will | 
be posted in headquarters of each | 
union and published in union trade | 
organs, Rex Riccardi, secretary of 
the local said. 

The dispute grows out of WPEN’s | 
refusal to sign a contract calling for | 
a $25.000 annual expenditure for live | 
music demanded by the union. 





UNION IRKED AT WSMB_ | 


A.F.M, 





Local Expects a Fight in 
New Orleans 
New Orleans, April 9. 
The radio musician situation here 
is expected to pop a crisis at any | 
minute. Local 174, American Fed- 
eration of Musicians, has begun 
mustering for a fight. Officials of 
the union declared it will be directed | 
principally at WSMB. considered the | 
principal cause why agreements | 
have not been reached earlier, 
The situation, as it stood over 
week-end: 
WWL is reported willing to renew 


, the same contract that was in effect 


during the past two years, as soon 
as an important negotiator for the 


Station recovers from an illness. 


,and offers one which 
i been flatly rejected by the union and 


| 
| 


| its house organ, ‘WSA-I-Opener.’ It’s 





| 
NBC 
RED 


NETWORK 


graphed clip-sheet and contains per- 
sonal notes and trade 
|about the various programs on the 
| station which sell goods carried on 
| the shelves of druggists and grocers. 
| There’s also a time schedule for each 
| classification. | 


erea, 


WDSU declared it was willing to 
continue under the same terms that 
were in effect during the past two 
years but refuse to put it in writing. | 

WSMB has rejected the agreement | 
has in turn 


which has caused the station to be 
listed as unfair. 
WSMB has already been deprived | 


of night club remote spots at night | 


| through the union’s order, one of | 
| these having gone to KNOE which 


| 
{ 


is seeking high power. 





WSAI Resumes Mailings 
Cincinnati, April 9. 
WSAI has resumed publication of 


| 
| 
mailed to all retail druggists and re- 
tail grocerymen in Cincy’s primary 

Publication ig a smartly mimeo- 


information 





; salesman, has assumed a similar job 


launched aj, 
drive for a labor bovcott against | 
with | 
whom the union has been battling! 
‘since the first of the year. 


| Benton & Bowles, has joined WQXR, 


| Don Macon left the post for KMBC. | 


| to take a similar path. Eddie Weg- 
{man and Eliot Sharfe 


|nouncing staff is Merle Teft, from 
WMBO, Auburn. 


| has joined the WGRC sales force. 





Radio Can't Get 
Too Far Ahead 
Of the Public 


Phildelphia, April 9. 

Samuel R. Rosenbaum, prexy of 
WFIL and chairman of the board of 
the Independent Radio Network 
Affiliates last week slapped back at 
critics of kiddie radio programs, 
Speaking before the Parent-Teachers 
meeting of the Shoemaker Junior 
High School in a_ snooty suburb, 
Rosenbaum accused the women’s 
clubs of knocking the industry with- 
out making any attempt toward con- 
structive criticism. 

He defended the ‘action-type’ pro- 
Akron—Robert L. Bowles, for- | grams stating they were sl 4 te 
merly with WMRO, Aurora, Ill, @5| jlease ‘healthy vigorous youngsters’ 
who like action more than delicacy. 
‘Children’s programs, like all radio 
programs, are made to please the 
majority of its audience,’ Rosenbaum 


Payroll Traffic 


Detroit—Edythe Melrose comes 
here from WJW, Akron, to manage 
WMBC. 











Mansfield, O.—Oscar Ruhl, for- 
merly of Toledo, is the new sports 
announcer at WMAN, Mansfield, O. 








Dayton—New additions at WING, 
Dayton, include Walter Kelin, for- 
merly of the commercial department 
of KRBC, Abilene, Tex., and Al- 
bert Parlin, both to the sales force; 
and Miss Helene Rousch, to the con- 
tinuity and publicity departments. 

Cleveland—Robert Carter, for- | 
merly of WFMJ, Youngstown, has 
joined the announcing staff of WHK- 
WCLE, Cleveland, replacing Guy 
Wallace, resigned. 





at WJW, Akron. 








Troy, N. ¥.—Kay Moser is the new | 
director of women’s programs On| goaojared 
WTRY, new local 1,000-watter. She ‘Radio claims it is fulfilling its 


will also do a daily stanza, Kay) aity to meet the demand and keeps 
Moser's Matinee. ‘the level of material slightly in ad- 
vance of the public taste. If it gets 
too far advanced it will be like a 
general without an army.’ 





New York—John M. Sayre is with 
the WNEW sales department, com- 
ing from WINS. 








St. Albans, Vt.—T. F. (Ted) Allen 
has replaced Pete Wasser ag mana- 
ger of WQDM. 


WFIG Opens at Sumter, 
S. C.; Evans Publishing 


Spartanburg, S. C., April 9. 

Station WFIG, 1310 kilocycles, 250 
watts day, 100 watts night, has been 
opened at Sumter, S. C. Julius §, 
Bredy is owner-manager. 

Greensboro, N. C. — Announcer, Virgil VY. Evans, owner-manager, 
Harold Gray leaves WBIG here to; WSPA, Spartanburg, has begun pub- 
become director of WKPT, Kings-| lication of a weekly newspaper, The 
port, Tenn. Spartanburg News. 


Seattle—Trevor Evans, formerly of 
KOMO-KJR, continuity moved down 
three floors to Erwin, Wasey agency 
to write radio commercials, 














San Diego—Sam Lipsett, manager ‘ rm coy 
Radio Copy Clinic 
Ted Archer added to announcing 
staff of KGB, replacing Edgar Tid- | St. Louis, April 9. 
well, resigned. A ‘copy ciinic’ to discuss problems 
| of radio scripts has been set up at 
Baltimore—Tom Dane is leaving} KMOX under the direction of Larry 
WBAL for WOR, N.Y., and Henry | Neville, head of the continuity de- 
Blanc of WFBR off to the coast,| Partment. Scheme calls for members 
Bailey Gass of WEEU, Reading, Pa., of the sales and exec departments to 
replacing Dane and George Fuller | sit in with the continuity scripters 
from the Guest Relations Dept. of; i" this series of seminars on radio 
NBC in for Blane, CONCHRNETY. 
Each week product of Neville’ 
ee ee ee ee aids will be analyzed in the ‘clinic 


- A | along with outside copy of proven 
merly in the research department of | pull value, 


} 


New York, in charge of research. | 


She was once with CBS. | Ed W. Mitchell, who has been an- 

| swering questions on General Elece 
Atteberry tric’s Friday evening ‘Farm Forum’ 
Jessee back to/over WGY, Schenectady, for 18 




















Kansas 
brought 


City. — Ellis 
Randall 


KCKN, Kansas station, as program | years, will inaugurate a program of 
director effective last week. Jessee| his own, ‘Crossroad Comments,’ on 
April 13. 


got his start in radio as an an- 
nouncer at KCKN three years ago. 











Rochester, N. Y.—John D. Booth- | 
by, WSAY announcer, quits to join 
WEBR, Buffalo, third within a year 


left WSAY 
several months ago and took posts 
on the Buffalo station. 


Recent addition to WSAY an- 











Louisville.— Thomas R. Lehigh, 
musical director and announcer with | 
WCSC, Charleston, has returned to 
town, rejoining the announcing staff 
of WGRC. 

Peco Gleason has left WGRC, tak- | 
ing an announcing position with 
KECA, Los Angeles. Harry Martin 


Public Stenographer 


Motion Picture, Radio Seripts, 
General. Personal Attention. 
Notary. Will work out of office. 
Zelda Strauss, 100 East 42nd 
| Street. MUrray Hill 38-1968. 
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DON’T MISS 


By Adelaide Marston 


Dedicated to the women of America. 
The story of a woman who must 
choose between love and the career 
of raising other women’s children. 





WABC-CBS—10:30-10:45 A.M. E.S.T. 
78 Stations Coast-to-Coast 


Direction BENTON & BOWLES, Inc. 
Management ED WOLF, RKO BUILDING, New York 
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4's Tough Enough’—Novik 





‘It’s tough enough.’ 


This is the summary of Morris Novik, manager of WNYC, New York 
City’s municipally-owned station, to the remarks in Variery that the 
radio program from LaGuardia airport last week was so dull and pom- 
pous that it was a sample of Government programs at their worst. 

It seems that althpugh WNYC carried the program from 2 to 3:15, 
program actually originated with NBC, not WNYC. 

Correction: NBC programs at their worst. 











a 





Follow-Up 





Comment 





Jimmy McHugh confessed he was 
a Doctor of Oratory from a fresh- 
water Massachusetts colle.e, hence 
his straighting for Major Bowes on 
the Capitol Family program Sunday 
was glibber and more loquacious 
than the songsmith usually permits 
himself to be. Anyway, he gave out 
with a dandy medley of hits, past 
and present. Mary Small, another 
guester, clicked with her songs. 


- Bowes, per usual, is a suave com- 


pere, and the scripting is an intelli- 
gent job, foolproof and _ sturdy, 
despite the remote-control conversa- 
tion between Bowes at his Rumson, 
N. J., home and the radio Capitol 
Family in CBS headquarters in New 
York. 





‘Bert Lee’ (Lebhar, the commer- 
cial manager) and Dick Fishell suc- 
cessfully handled a tough assignment 
last Saturday night (6) in covering 
the Rangers-Toronto Leafs hockey 
match over WHN, New York, from 
Toronto. According to the explana- 
tion, their plane was late, getting 
them to the arena practically on the 
dot of the match, and their broad- 
casting perch was high in the loft of 
the gigantic building. There was ap- 
parently just about room for them to 
squeeze onto the platform, no light 
by which to read their notes, and 
various obstacles interfering with 
their view of the match. Neverthe- 
less, they managed to give a satis- 
factory account of the contest and, 
judging by the sound of the crowd, 
they kept on the heels of the play. 
However. the reading of telegrams 
from well-wishers is rube stuff for a 
Loew-owned outlet. 





Al and Lee Reiser orchestra over 
NBC blue (WJZ) Sunday afternoon 
cops attention with distinctive ar- 
rangements of pop tunes. Both 
Reisers play the piano, so that in- 
strument is favored in nearly all the 
numbers. It’s sparkling ozone ma- 
terial. Gwen Williams, femme solo- 
ist, has a pleasantly melodic voice 
without much punch. 





Seigfred Schultz, broadcasting Sun- 
day (7) from Berlin, proved an odd- 
ity of the war as heard on Mutual. 
Her occasional Germanic pronuncia- 
tion is mixed with an American style 
of speech. She sounded like Dorothy 
Thompson at moments; like she was 
nervous at other times. The studio 
Pickup was so clear the pages could 
be heard at each turn. On the whole, 
she gave a picture of mounting ten- 
sion and unhappiness in Germany. 
The broadcast ended suddenly, with- 
cut explanation, unfinished. 





Raymond Paige copped the album 
Sunday (7) as ‘So You Think You 
Know Music’ moved to an earlier 
(8:30 p.m.) spot on CBS. But Ethel 
Barrymore got the big ovation and 
had the most fun. This show is one. 
of the livelier and more erudite of 
the audience probes. It bears the 
birthmarks of its spiritual doctor, 
Dan Golenpaul. 





Claude Rains, like Raymond Mas- 
sey, is an Empire-born actor much 
identified with historical Americans. 
Last week DuPont had him doing 
Benedict Arnold. the sell-out boy. 
The piece unrolled easily enough, 
but was unsatisfactory in that the 
motivation, despite some laboring. 
was not adequate to the enormity of 
the crime. What the story did not, 
and in 27-odd minutes probably 
could do, get across was the pull- 
and-tug of sentiment and sense of 
injustice that impelled a warm- 
hearted and previously loyal chap to 
adopt treason-for-cash. Something 
of the tragedy of his later ostracism 
was conveyed. It was a piece that 
called for more realism and cutting 
through the surface. The treatment 
was basically romantic. 





‘Music Box Concert’ over Mutual 
last Sunday matinee (7) featured a 
Pauline Alpert piano solo in jazz of 
Beethoven’s minuet. Piece opened 
in traditional tempo, switched to 
jazz rhythm and finally returned to 
Classic form for the last couple of 
bars, Was ultra-listenable and might 
have been even more crackling if 
the Jazz portion had been plaved in 
a trifle slower tempo. Bob Stanley's 
orchestra is the mainstay of the 
show, with Jerry Lawrence announc- 
ing and Roger Bauer producing. 





‘Gang Busters’ is stressing even 
more than formerly its ‘crusade 
“sainst crime’ claims, but the pro- 
“ram is still obviously aimed to 
clutch juve imaginations. Commer- 
cial blurhs fer Cue dentrifice are 





also worded to appeal to youngsters. 
Last Saturday’s (6) chapter dealt 
with the case of Louis ‘Lepke’ 
Buchalter and was merely a sensa- 
tionalized version of all the lurid 
stuff that’s been in the dailies. Slam- 
bang style of production was well 
handled, with Col. Schwartzkopf and 
Dr. Simon handling the narration and 
using each other’s names for every 
speech. ‘Exclusive clue’ on a couple 
of minor thug fugitives-from-the- 
klink concluded the stanza, with a 
warning to listeners to turn over 
any information to ‘local police or 
Gang Busters program.’ 





Fibber McGee and Molly guested 
Monday night (8) on the Lux show 
from Hollywood, going ‘dramatic’ in 
an adaptation of the Paramount 
film ‘Mama Loves Papa.’ Although 
the broad B picture style of comedy 
was rather wearing over a full hour’s 
broadcast, the two leads turned in 
credible jobs. They seemed unsure 
at the start, apparently waiting for 
laughs where none developed, but 
soon settled down to proper pace. 
Heckling curtain spiel with Cecil B. 
DeMille was in character. 





DON AMECHE-CLAIRE TREVOR 

With Pat Friday, Victor Young, Six 
Hits and a Miss 

Music, Dram. 

30 Mins. 

OLD GOLD 

Friday, 10 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 


(Lennen & Mitchell) 


Old Gold has finally struck pay- 
dirt in radio, and the Relves are due 
not only to the expert cast but to 
the show’s producer, Manny Holiner, 
and .the writers. The show should 
garner a good rating. Should also 
give Friday night, which still ranks 
just this side of a stagewait, a big 
lift in interest. 

Lorillard’s latest network entry is 
smart yet mass appealing up-to-the- 
minute loudspeaker entertainment. 
It’s got the sort of charm, smooth- 
ness and sure-touch which comes 
from knowing at the start just what 
is wanted and how it best can be 
carried out. Holiner seems to have 
obtained the maximum of returns 
from both personalities and ma- 
terial. 

In a show which makes him the 
head man, Don Ameche registers in 
a big way. His personality and 
varied talents get a better chance to 
expand on this stanza than they did 
while he was part of the Chase & 
Sanborn coffee troupe. Ameche 
clicks with equally broad effect in 
the role of emcee and as an ex- 
changer of lines’ with Clare Trevor 
in a dramatic piece. 

Miss Trevor’s last radio stand was 
in ‘Big Town’ with Edward G. Rob- 
inson, That experience stands her 
in good stead on the Old Gold series. 
The performance she gave with 
Ameche in the first of the drama- 
tized versions of Mark Hellinger’s 
stories was a darb. Theirs is an act- 
ing team that will take solidly. Lots 
of skill went into the production of 
the dramatic bit, ‘Manhattan Holi- 
day,’ particularly in the weaving in 
of background color by way of sound 





—— 


WINIFRED HEIDT 


Singer 

FORD 

Sunday, 9 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(N. W. Ayer) 


In half a dozen songs scattered 
through the Ford hour, this Detroit 
singer showed much warmth vocally 
plus a considerable versatility. Dic- 
tion was murky once or twice, but 
on the whole she did as well or bet- 
ter than most operatic singers in 
sounding the words as w2ll as the 
notes, 

She has a likable voice, with con- 
tour and hard work behind it. Her 
selections were varied and _ intelli- 
gent. Land. 





effects. There was but one ques- 
tionable angle about this item and 
that had to do with the laying of the 
background. It perhaps would be 
better for the announcer to do it 
than Ameche himself. 

As for the musical department, 
Victor Young whips out a nifty blend 
of instrumental pabulum, Pat Friday 
lends plenty of rich tone and fresh- 
ness to a pop lyric and the Six Hits 
and a Miss account for nice kind of 
harmony in each of their two chores. 
Miss Friday’s previous alliance was 
the Bing Crosby show. It seems that 
since then she’s allowed a little af- 
fectation to creep into her diction. 
Otherwise she’s a neat fit for this 
setup. Perhaps it would be best if 
Ameche would let her do her own 
number at the finish. Their voices 
don’t seem to mesh just right. 

The introductory program (5) of 
the series was deftly paced through- 
out. There were two briefly 
phrased plugs and one sales point 
was made by each. First came the 
‘lots-more-for-your-money’ angle and 
then the convenience claim—with a 
single zip you clear away two layers 
of cellophane. Odec. 











FRANCIS LEDERER 

‘The Firebrand,’ with Alice Hill, 
Brett Morrison, Louise Fitch, Louis 
Waterman, Murray Forbes 

30 Mins. 

Sunday, 6 p.m. 

WOR-MBS, New York 


This is one of the so-called ‘Fifth 
Row Center’s series which originate 
through WGN, Chicago, under Blair 
Walliser’s direction. The talent 
comes out of visiting stage shows 
under a deal between the Shuberts 
and the station (Noel Gerson is an 
employe of WGN) and it seems to 
work out satisfactorily from both 
directions. The payoff is primarily 
publicity in the Trib. 

‘The Firebrand’ was played en- 
gagingly by Francis Lederer and a 
cast that kept the relationships clear. 
Lederer’s Cellini was his own slant, 
but. rightly or wrongly, the Duke of 
Brett Morrison bore the silly bill 
treatment popularized by Fran 
Morgan. 


«< 
If anyone cares, it was freauently 


innuendo for radio. 


very naughty Ai. 
and, 


But then it’s 15th century. 


JOHN KIRBY ORCHESTRA (5) 
30 Mins. 
Sunday, 5:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

This music comes up out of the 
depths of native negretic harmony 
like a Yellowstone geyser, scalding 
hot and with a wild sort of rhythm. 
The standout facts about the Kirby 
quintet are the rich, trampoline-like 
bass (Kirby himself plays the bull 
fiddle) and the surprising deference 
to melody that shines through the 
steam-vapor. Distinction and origi- 
nality are marked throughout the 
performance, with this praise in- 
tended to include the sultry Maxine 
Sullivan (Mrs. Kirby) and_ the 
Golden Gate Quartet, also strictly 
ahead of the parade. 

A good bet for guest-dating on an 
of the rotating talent frolics an 
plenty rampant on all counts. Land, 
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EUGENE PERAZZO, featured organist at the Novachord, with JOSEF CHERNIAVSKY, Director of Music, WLW—WSAI 





THE CROSLEY CORPORATION 








CINCINNATI 


“A careful study and many experiments 
fully convinced me thot the Novachord is 
the most important contribution to the 
music of tomorrow in Radio. 

“in following up the policy of Mr. James 
D. Shouse, Vice-President in Charge of 
Broadcasting Activities, ‘to give the listen- 
ers what they want, WLW has three times 
received the VARIETY National Award, 
ond now in planning and developing my 
new musical programs, ! feel thet the 
Novachord is a new and endless source 
for music with Human Appeal.” 

Sincerely yours, 


| ha Peri 


Josef Cherniavsky, 
Director of Music, 
WLW 





“new and endless source for music with Human Appeal” 


— writes Joseph Cherniavsky, Director of Music, WLW 


From everywhere master showmen . . . who give character tomusic 


for today’s entertainment... are writing their praises of the 


Hammond Novachord. 


And you can quickly, easily discover all for yourself the many 


reasons for this vigorous enthusiasm for the Novachord—as the 


world’s newest news in music for entertainment. 


You'll find the Novachord is played like a piano . . . that it pro- 
duces beautiful piano-like tones . . . and that, by just turning the 


Tone Selectors, you can bring in the amazing musical effects of 


"cello, flute, guitar, French horn, and dozens of others. 


Then, you'll see for yourself how the Novachord will add new ap- 
peal...new enthusiasm... to your entertainment-building ideas. 


And you'll know how the Novachord’s vast opportunity for musical 


See...Hear...Play 


™ 










expression will give your artists a versatility that never grows old! 


Or, if you'd like the proof in advance, write today for the Nova- 


chord’s Experience in Entertainment. Address: Hammond 


Instrument Company, 2947 N. Western Avenue, Chicago 


HamMonp OrGAN Stupi0os: New York—50 West 57th Street 


Los Angeles — 3328 Wilshire Blvd. - 


Hammond Dealers in Principal Cities 








As you play the Novachord, just turn 
the Tone Selectors. Let it add musical 
effects of violin, clarinet, mandolin, 


tuba — and actually dozens of others. 





The NEW Idea in music — by the Makers of the Hammond Organ! 


THE HAMMOND 


VO CWor 


at the Hammond Organ Studios . . . in the Hammond Building, 50 West 57th Street, New York 
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RADIO BOXOFFICE 


— FOREWORD — 


NBC Radio-Recording Division is cutting two new series 
of minute announcements for Cuticura soap and Cuticura 
ointments. The announcements are used in connection with 
five-minute recorded programs, and have for some time been 
carried on 35 stations. 

Same recording outfit’s ‘Time Out with Allen Prescott’ job 
for National Ice Advertisers, Inc., is being placed on 55 out- 
lets. This series consists of 26 quarter-hour programs. It’s 
a cooperative proposition between local dealers and the 
National Association of Ice Manufacturers. 





7 
Baltimore 
(WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, WFBR) 
= Network Lecal National Total 
Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
oS >_< eae ... 8,440 5,288 1,741 15,469 
March 30...... coee 68,425 5,121 1,589 15,135 
% change........-- +0.2% 43.2% 49.5% 42.3% 


Renewals and recently acquired national spot business are 
reflected in upswing here. Some action noted also in local 
setup with pending senatorial primary campaign adding to 
local unit count for all stations. 

New nightly spot campaign by Chelsea Gigarets, new entry 
in field via Reed Tobacco Co., subsidiary of Larus Bros., 
making national debut here through WFBR, via Roche, Wil- 
liams & Cunnynsgham agency. Station also renewing Vogt’s 
Scrapple for participating ‘Every Woman’s Hour’ through 
Warwick & Legler, and tying up Stucebaker for three 15- 
min, airinzs weekly. Lodge Bres. hnve taken six announce- 
ments a week through Ruthrauff & Ryan. 

WBAL is testing with four announccirents a week for Lee 
Tire & Rubber Co., via Benj. Eshelmzn Co., and has renewed 
the Alexander Gifford newscast for two weekly 15-min. air- 
ings for Seven Up. Four-week schedule of three 15-min. 
weekly dramatizations in interest of Howard Bruce for U. S. 
Senate, titled ‘The Smith Family Talks It Over,’ written by 
Skip Gordon and placed through Yale Merrill, started Mon- 
day (8). 


Chicago 


(WBBM, WENR, WGN, WIND, WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 


Network Local National Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spet Units Units 
OTE Biss cdees cove ° 9,400 5,998 9,455 24,853 
March 30.....ccc.. 9,370 5,978 9,395 24,743 
% change.<.....e0- +0.3% +0.4% +0.6% +0.4% 


* WBBM added three 15-minute shots a week for Starch 
Piano through the George Hartman agency. WIND added 
Axton Fisher tobacco to the three-hour ‘Sports Edition’ pro- 
gram, with the show now carrying seven participating spon- 
sors, the others being John Ruskin cigars through Louis & 
Rokar agency, Buschbaum through the Rosenbloom agency, 
Wilson packing through United States agency, Michigan 
Avenue motors, Studebaker motor and the Keely Brewing 
Co., the last named through C. M. Miller agency. WMAQ 
added a weekly 30-minute network shot for Old Gold on 
Friday (5). 

Next week will see a great spurt in spot units with the 
addition of baseball to many of the stations, plus the added 
15-minute periods preceding and following the play-by-play 
broadcasts. 

March generally was a strong radio month for the local 
stations, particularly for spot business. WENR and WMAQ, 
the two NBC stations, report new highs for the month, which 
registered an increase of 31% over March of 1939. 


* a7 ” 
Cincinnati 
(WCPO, WKRC, WLW, WSAIT) 

Network Local National Total 
Week Ending Units Units Spet Units Units 
ME, Ooscccciooves 4,655 6,135 5,557 16,347 
March 30. ..siseses 4,760 6,072 5,303 16,135 
Me CRMC. . oicc céeee —2.2% +1% +4.8% +1.3% 


Another setup in aggregate time sales developed last week, 
when shrinkage in network biz was eclipsed by gains on 
“local and national spot units. During the preceding fort- 
nicht the total increase resulted from climbs in network and 
local units overcoming declines in national spot units. 
WKRC took en these new accounts: Geier Mattress Co., 
local, twice-weekly 15-minute forenoon musical quiz si2nzas 
for housewives, conducted by the station’s Virginia List. Spot 
announcemenis for Mabley & Carew, denartment store; 
Fidelity Feder:1 Savings & Loan C»., Norwood, O.; Heekin 
Co., baking power manufacturer, throush the Midland 
agency, Cincy; Cunrdian Bank & Savings Co., mentions on 
Woman’s Hour program, through Walter Haehnle agency, 
local. Also renewed Thursday nisht 30-minute Mystree 
Tunes series for Albers food markets, through Frederic W. 
Ziv agency, end snot ennouncements for Elizabeth Neely 
Laboratories, Hamilton, O., through Jaap-Orr agency, Cincy. 


Denver 
(KFEL, KLZ, KOA, KVOD) 
Network Local National Total 
Weck Ending Units Uniis Spot Units Units 
APTN Giises ese6eee  NeeEO 4,376 1,541 13,195 
BlaTCH. GO. .icsacees Gove 4,334 1.819 13,551 
% change...... eee - 16% +1% —15.2% —3.3% 


Completely reversing a policy ot several years’ standing, 
KOA is selling newscasts. First seven-day-a-week strip goes 
to two locals—Denver Jewelry Co. and Dave Cook Sporting 
Goods Co., with the jeweler using four and Cook taking three 
weekly. Both accounts placed by Max Goldberg agency. 
Station is using INS and has added two news editors. 


KOA added the following announcement users: Skinner 
Mfg. Co., through Ferry-Hanly; Stanton Pharmacy, through 
Freiberger agency; Walker Remedy, and Phondorf’s Jew- 
elry Co. 

Recent new biz on KOA included Cooperative Burial As- 
sociation, through Raymond Keane, 13 quarter-hours; Inter- 
state Radio & Supply Co., eight five-minute periods; King’s 
Luggage, through Robertson agency, announcements; New 
Method Cleaners & Dyers, through Arbuckle Co., announce- 
ments; and through Ted Levy agency, announcements to 





HOW UNITS ARE FIGURED 


Dollar volume is omitted from these reports. 
So, too, are the breakdowns of individual sta- 
tions. Grouped market figures only are given. 

One minute of commercial time is figured 
as one unit. Thus a sponsored hour is 60 
units, a half hour 30 units, and so on. 

Chainbreaks, time signals, spot announce- 
ments in participation programs are counted 
as one unit each. 











Schaefer Tent & Awning ‘Co., Toast-a-Loaf Dinner Service, 
and White House Cleaners. 

KFEL added Lydia Pinkham, through Erwin, Wasey, an- 
nouncements; Dupler Furs, through Ted Levy, announce- 
ments; Mountain States Telephone Co., direct, announcements 
plugging long-distance service; Rod Bigelow Service Station, 
announcements. As a result of a special campaign, KFEL 
sold 10 announcemen's to each of 45 local advertisers. 


Des Moines 


(KRNT, KSO, WHO) 


Network Lecal National Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
AME Gi iosss cca - 7,873 3,405 4,248 15,526 
BRP BOs sso 0000% 7,905 3,242 4.201 15,348 
% change........-.—0.4% +5% +1% +1.1% 

~ 
Detroit 
(CKLW, WJBK, WJR, WMBC, WWJ) 

Network Local National Total 

Week Ending Units Uniis Spot Units Units 
Beri) '6...02<00084 > %,970 11,129 2,215 21,314 
March 30.......... 7,085 11,086 2,220 21,241 
% CHANRGE......c000> +0.4% +0.4% —0.2% +0.3% 


New business at WWJ includes Brown & Williamson (Ava- 
lon ciggies), three 15-minute sports programs per week, high- 


lighting Tommy Emmet. Contract, which runs 26 weeks, was - 


placed by Russell M. Seeds, Chicago. Michigan Consolidated 
Gas Co. is sponsoring three 15-minute programs of chamber 
music per week. Highlights 23-piece band under baton of 
Mischa Kottler, WWJ musical director, plus Normal Revell, 
vocalist. Runs for 13 weeks and set by Fred M. Randall 
agency, Detroit. 


; Hartford 


(WDRC, WTHT, WTIC) 


Network Local National Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
Ree Bosses sooo ee 1,934 1,190 10,051 
March 30...... sce Se 1,976 1,188 10,286 
% change..........—2.7% —2.1% +0.1% —2.2% 

— 
Kansas City 
.CKN, KCMO, KITE, KMBC, WDAF, WHB) 

Network Lecal National Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
ATH GC. .ccccccesee Guero 7,451 5,032 19,123 
Biarch DO..ceccocece 7,029 7,301 5,148 19,464 
% Change.....++++-—5.3% +2% —2.2% —1.7% 


Trends which began couple of weeks past continue more 
prominently in the columns of local units and national spot 
points. Network units, which have been nearly a constant 
quantity past several weeks, took deep drop with both 
WDAF (NEC red outlet) and KMBC (CBS affiliate) report- 
ing sharp declines. KCMO added several local accounts for 
a considerable increase, offsetting the drop in this column at 
WDAF. Only two stations held their own on the national 
spot business, and all others reported slight slumps. 


Los Angeles 


(KNX, KFI, KECA, KHJ, KFWB, KMPC) 


Network Local National Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
PDA Gin 5:ce%0sa00e 9,73 11,003 y fA 22,945 
J en 9,495 11,387 2,174 23,056 
% CHANGE. . 6600050 +2.5% —3.4% +-1.7% —0.4% 


Two deals involving bulk-time buys of almost record mag- 
nitude were executed last week by Don Lee network and 
KNX. Lee contract with Russel M. Seeds agency for Wings 
cigarets calls for two hours, 45 minutes every Saturday night 
for one year. Originating at KHJ, program comprising 
music, quizzes, comedy turns, jingle contests and birthday 
salutes takes over the time from 9:15 p.m. to midnight on 28 
stations of the Don Lee Coast web. 

KNX deal was a mass buy of all available time Saturday 
(6) from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. Splurge by baking outfit was to 
celebrate inaugural of fleet of 200 new trucks. KNX pro- 
ducers built 21 shows, consuming six and a half hours, to 
represent a cross section of a radio day. Five years ago 
General Petroleum bought up all available time on the Don 
Lee (then CBS) network to introduce the Pegasus trademark. 

KNX’s other new parcels include Ow! Drug's ‘Keeping Fit 
in Hollywood,’ six quarter-hour periods a week placed by 
Raymond R. Morgan; Scott Paper, 13 weeks participation in 
Fletcher Wiley’s housewives program, through J. Walter 
Thompson; Langendorf bakeries, 10 daytime time signals, 
through Leon Livingston agency; Schalk Chemical, through 
Erwin, Wasey, four weeks’ participation in ‘Sunrise Salute.’ 

KFL added National Funding Corp. for 197 cuarter-hour 
newscasts, through Smith & Bull; Barron Gray Packing Co., 
39 participations in ‘Art Baker's Notebook’ for carrot juice. 
J. Walter Thompson placed 88 one-minute transcriptions for 
Safeway Stores on KECA; and Cubbison Crackers bought 26 
participations in ‘Ancy and Virginia’ on KMPC. 


New York City 


(WHN, WMCA, WNEW, WOR) 


Network Local National Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
PODER Gn caisaiceccacc - 885 8.588 12,841 22,314 
March 30.......... 870 8,128 12.064 21,062 
% CHANGE.. co0ssess 4+-1.7% +-5.6% + §.4% 5.9% 
Biz is booming on these four New York stations. Each 
showed another good gain in total units again this week, and 


it’s the seventh gain in the eight weeks this index has been 


REPORTS 


in operation. Total units for these stations for the week end- 
ing Feb. 10 was 18,122, 

Lucky Strike’s flock of 24-minute transcriptions helped 
swell the national spot column. During the past week Lord 
& Thomas placed 30 of ’em on WOR, 104 on WNEW, 30 on 
WHN, and 30 on WMCA. WEAF, WJZ, WABC and WEVD 
also getting Luckies’ discs. 

WNEW’s new business included Gruen Watch Co., through 
McCann-Erickson, time signals; Pepsi-Cola, through Newell 
Emmett, station break announcements; Aristocrat Ice Cream, 
through Scheck agency, five minutes daily on Rosalind 
Sherman’s ‘Women in the News’; Aladdin Home Appliances, 
through Scheer agency, six quarter-hours weekly, 13 weeks; 
Marble & Stone Institute, 15 minutes weekly; Essex County 
DeSota Dealers, through United Advertising, three quarter- 
hours weekly. 

Pepsi-Cola, through Newell-Emmett, renewed station 
breaks on WHN; Radio Television Institute, through Huber 
Hoge, announcements; Ex-Lax, through Joseph Katz, an- 
nouncements; Balch-Price, through Lester Harrison, 18 an- 
nouncements weekly; Michigan Mineral Water Co., through 
Hudson, announcements in ‘Polly the Shopper’; K. Ara- 
kelian, Inc., through Firestone Advertising, quarter-hour 
sports programs and announcements. 

WMCA added Modern Industrial Bank, throuzh Metropoli- 
tan agency, quarter-hour newscast weekly; Fisher Bros., 
through Sternfield-Godley, announcements; I. J. Fox, Famous 
Furriers, Sheherazade Perfumes, Foot Savers Shop, Sally's 
Furs. 


San Antonio 


(KABC, KMAC, KONO, KTSA, WOAI) 


Network Local National Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
ADE Gi... scias -... 5,669 7,215 2,055 14,939 
March 30 ..ccssces 5,630 7,278 2,029 14,946 
% CHONEBC:....ddcses * —0.9% +1.2% —0.05% 





* No change. 


Political broadcasts helped San Antonio keep the chart 
almost even. Several politicos replaced network shows. 
Gov. W. Lee O’Daniel replaced the Fred Allen show on 
WOAI, ard Jerry Sadler’s talk replaced the Maxwell Good 
News half-hour. 

WAOI added Custodian, through H. W. Kastor, quarter- 
hour weekly; E. W. Jamison-R. A. Bremer, direct, seven 
announcements weekly; E. N. Requa Realty Co., direct, an- 
nouncements. From NBC, WOAI carries the Old Gold pro- 
gram, ‘Mr. District Attorney,’ for Vitalis (Bristol Myers), 
and ‘I Love a Mystery,’ for Standard Brands. 


Seattle 


(KIRO, KOL, KRSC, KXA) 


Network Local National Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
ys i eae “ees Stan 9,252 391 14,368 
March SO..ccccccse 4,615 9,711 357 14,683 
% Change... .cccce.+2.3% —4.7% +9.7% —2.1% 


Seattle agency execs report outlook for local biz is better 
than last year. Political broadcasts are scheduled to get 
under way soon, and all stations except KRSC will share in 
the gravy. KRSC has a policy against accepting paid politico 
palavering. 


San Francisco 
(KFRC, KGO, KJBS, KPO, KSFO) 


Network Local National Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
April © ..éesc cece Sele 4,124 2,350 15,684 
PROTO SO .cccaccce (8,930 3,079 2,287 14,296 
% change ..ccocee 43.1% 4-33.8% +2.7% +9% 


KSFO has contracted with Pacific Guano & Fertilizer Co. 
through Tomaschke-Elliott, Inc., for an early morning Farm 
Hour (5:30-6:30) to broadcast government reports and scien- 
tific agriculture to farmers. Gas Appliance Corp. is plugging 
refrigerators in ‘The Women’s Club Forum,’ five days a week 
beginning April 15. 

KFRC new accounts include Reid, Murdoch & Co. (Mon- 
arch Finer Foods) through Rogers & Smith, announcements; 
McKesson & Robbins (Albolene Face Cream) through J. D. 
Tarcher, 39 quarter-hours, three weekly; California Maca- 
roni Co., through Rufus Rhoades Co., 13 ‘Breakfast Club” 
quarter hours; Procter & Gamble Co. (Lava Soap) through 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert, five ‘David Adams’ transcribed 
quarter-hours weekly; Ex-Lax, Inc., through Joseph Katz 
Co., 120 one-minute transcribed announcements: Robert Furs, 
through Fletcher S. Udall, 95 announcements, and Mc- 
Ilhenny Co. (Tobasco Sauce), through John H. Dunham Co., 
36 one-minute transcribed announcements. 


Salt Lake City 


(KDYL, KSL, KUTA) 


Network Local National Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
hs! i re 6,418 2,659 789 9,866 
March 30 ....0060« 6,753 2,561 664 9,978 
% CHANGE ciiccccs —4.9% +-3,4% +18.8% —1.1% 


a" and national spot continues to climb in Salt Lake 
ity. 

KDYL added 15 new local accounts and Folger Coffee, 
through Lord & Thomas, five quarter-hours weekly; Lydia 
Pinkham, through Erwin Wasey, five announcements weekly; 
Soil-Off Mfg. Co., through Hillman-Skane, participation in 
‘Just For Fun’, 

Studebaker, through Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham, re- 
newed for 19 quarter-hour ‘Champion’ transcriptions on 
KSL. Other new KSL contracts include Salt Lake Furniture 
Dealers, announcements; Salt Lake Lumber Dealers, an- 
nouncements; Auerbach Co., announcements; Reed’s Riteway 
Stores, daily five-minute programs; Granite Furniture Co., 
three five-minute programs weekly; North American Insur- 
ance Co., through Franklin Bruck, renewed 26 quarter-hour 
newscasts. 

KUTA signed a flock of announcement-users: Western 
Furniture, Mountain States Telephone Co., Ex-cel-cis Beauty 
School, through Gillham agency: Fuller Paint: Dundee, 
through Ad-Craftsmen agency; Barnett & Weiss: Memorial 
Arts Co.; Harris Jersey Farms; Wilson Products: Wooley’s 
Roller Rink; Pullman Wholesale Tailors; International Cor- 
tespondence Schools. 
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Once Cleaned Up, Music Payola 
Breaks Out Anew In England 
Due to BBC Cutting Band Fees 


—_——~ 7 





London, April 1. 

The old music publishers’ heart- 
ache, headache and pocketache—the 
broadcasting payola—has broken out 
more furiously than ever. 

Three years ago, when Eric Masch- 
witz was in charge of lighter enter- 
tainments at the British Broadcast- 
ing Corp., he encountered this ma- 
lignancy which was gradually de- 
vouring the pop music business. 
After some hard work, he finally got 
the publishers to form the Music 
Publishers’ Association, and in order 
to make the band leaders feel good, 
he persuaded them to form a Band 
Leaders’ Association. Both organiza- 
tions worked well together for a 
time, especially when the BBC came 
through with higher broadcasting 
fees. Although there were still some 
publishers who ratted, the position 
was not dangerous. 

Then came the war, when the 
BBC’s activities were shifted to Bris- 
tol, with song pluggers, who were 
not allowed within the sanctum of 
Broadcasting House, swarming down 
on Bristol like a flock of locusts, and 
the plague broke out afresh, more 
virulent than ever. 

Some publishers partly attach the 
blame to the BBC, for having cut 
broadcasting fees, as a war economy 
measure, with the executives almost 
shutting their optics to the obvious 
graft that was going on in their 
midst; while the rest blame each 
other. 

Of course, most of the graft comes 
under the heading of ‘arrangements,’ 
for which the minimum is around 
$40 per song. Should the publisher 
suggest a readiness to supply the 
special arrangement, the band lead- 
er, with very few exceptions, will 
turn down the offer, insisting he car- 
ries his own special arranger, in his 
aggregation, who has to be looked 
after. And often, when the numbers 
come over the air, the publisher 
finds it’s coming from his own copy, 
and there has been no arrangement. 
He can’t kick up any shindig, as he 
knows, if he does, he will be out of 
the next broadcast. 

The position has become so acute 
that the BBC is seriously contem- 
plating a test case against a well- 
known band, with a certain publish- 
ing company men as the ‘accessory 
before the fact.’ 

The case will be fought out on the 
clause, which every BBC contract 
carries, forbidding artists and em- 
ployees from accepting any other 
monies except that paid by the BBC. 


KEATING UNSHUTTERS 
WILLIAMSVILLE GLEN 


Buffalo, April 9. 
Ray Keating’s band will open} 
Williamsville (suburban) Glen 
Thursday (11). Manager Harry Alt- 
man is buying four late dance shots | 
on WEBR to bally season’s reopen- | 
ing, postponed from Easter Saturday 
because of snows. 
Altman also runs a cabaret at his 
amusement park. Variety acts will 
be set there. 


Teddy Powell Served In 
Action by Mike Vallon 


Songwriter and band leader Teddy 
Powell has been served with papers 
in a suit brought by lawyer Mike 
Vallon which seeks $7,500 for serv- 
ices rendered Powell by Vallon since 
the latter started the formation of 
his own band last June. Group is 
Currently at the Arcadia Ballroom, 
New York. 

Suit is the result of a split between | 
Powell and Vallon about four weeks | 
880, at which time neither could 
arrive at a figure to be paid Vallon | 
for work in Powell’s behalf. Vallon 
also is Woody Herman’s manager. | 
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HOTELS COVER-MINDED 


Publicity Is Focused on Issue by 
Hostelries’ Press Matter 








Since Variery’s ‘Bands at the Box- 
office’ tabulations weekly, the hotels 
in New York have become very 
‘cover’-conscious, 


Publicity now goes out listing the | 


number of supper cover charges the 
different bands drew. Formerly the 
publicity matter was interpreted in 
the form of numerical attendance, 
in aggregate, with no distinction be- 
tween the no-cover attendance at 
dinner, and the post-10:30 couverts. 


CONTACTMEN 
CONTINUE 
STRIKE 


Strike called last week by the mu- 
sic publishers’ contact employees 
union against Red Star Songs, Inc., 
has reached the picketing stage and 
there were no signs yesterday (Tues- 
day) of two factions getting together 
in the immediate future. M. K. 
Frank, owner of Red Star, reas- 
serted Monday (8) his determination 
not to signature an agreement with 
the union. 

Frank’s main contention was that 
the union had been ‘principally or- 
ganized for the benefit of the larger 
publishers who have ways and 
means of securing contacts beyond 
our control.’ He also objected to 
the provision in the union's contract 
which subjects a publisher to heavy 
penalty for giving an_ orchestra 
leader a special arrangement or any 
gratuity for his plug services. 

George Marlo, the union’s presi- 
dent, declared that the things that 








Frank objects to are the very evils | 


that caused contactmen to organize 
themselves into a union. Marlo said 
that the basis for organization was 
not so much a matter of bettering 
wages or conditions as to preserve 
the jobs of contactmen by outlawing 
payolas and other evils of exploita- 
tion. If a publisher can do business 
with a checkbook as his means of 
contact, there would not be any 
need, added Marlo, of his employ- 
ing professional men. 


Frank’s View 


Frank spoke Monday also of re- 
sorting to injunctive proceedings in 
the event he found that orchestra 
leaders gave sympathetic considera- 
tion to a letter from the union ask- 
ing them to cooperate by withhold- 
ing their goodwill from Red Star. 
He said that he doubted whether 
that would be necessary as his song. 
Little Heartbreaker,’ got 17 
major plugs last week, whereas the 
week before it got 14 plugs. The 
17 plugs, retorted the union, were 
placed before the walkout. 


The union claims that it has agree- 
ments with 71 out of 73 popular pub- 
lishers. Other holdout is Fred 
Fisher, whose name was likewise 
mentioned in the letter sent by the 
union to band leaders. Unlike Red 
Star, Fisher does not employ a pro- 
fessional staff. The strike call 
against Red Star affected two men 
in New York, one in Chicago and a 
fourth in Los Angeles. 





SONIN’S NOVEL 
London, April 2. 
Ray Sonin, on the editorial staff 
of a local musie tradepaper, and for- 
mer manager of Ambrose’s orchestra, 


‘has authored ‘The Dance Band Mys- 


tery.’ 
Wodunit is set in London before 
the war. 


‘NO INTERVIEW’ RULING 





SAYS AFM SNAGS 
THEATRE. BALLY 





Clyde McCoy Wires Joe 
Weber Hot Protest 
Against Local Denying 


Him Right to Be Quizzed 
by WXYZ, WWJ—Elling- 
ton Enjoyed Priviledge 
Two Weeks Before 





NITERY ANGLE 





Detroit, April 9. 

Cut off from radio interviews here, 
Clyde McCoy, whose band was the 
headliner at the Colonial theatre, 
| filed a protest with Joseph N. Weber, 
| president of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians, terming the 
action un-American and a violation 
of his ‘constitutional right of free 
speech.’ 

Considerably wrought up over the 
action of the Detroit Federation of 
Musicians in ruling out two sched- 
uled air interviews, McCoy charged 
that the action was discriminatory 
against him since a few weeks earlier 
Duke Ellington had been granted a 
similar privilege and added that a 
strict application of the ruling would 
cut all touring bands off from news- 
paper interviews. 

Another irritant on the union’s ac- 
tion was Dick Osgood, who does 
daily amusement chatter over WXYZ 
|and who had announced McCoy’s ap- 
pearance on his program. Adding to 
the complaint was Ray Schreiber, 
manager of the Colonial theatre, 
where McCoy was appearing, who 
has been making a masterful effort 
to revive flesh shows in downtown 
Detroit. He pointed out such action 
was detrimental to a theatre which 
was providing work for musicians 
both on the stage and in the pit and 
that it was addlepated, since touring 
bands coming into hotels and niteries 
here not only play over the air but 
do their own gabbing. 

Ferenz’s Ruling 


| Jack Ferenz, ex-business agent for 
{the Detroit Federation, who took 
|over the presidency two weeks ago, 
was the one who held that; accord- 
jing to local laws, McCoy could not 
| be interviewed and, if he were, his 
| visits could be banned. Just two 
| weeks before Albert Luconi, then 
| president of the Detroit union, had 
| given Ellington, who was appearing 
| at the same Colonial, the right to the 
'same interviews which were denied 
| McCoy. 

| In addition to the Osgood inter- 
| view scheduled and announced for 5 
|p. m., Thursday (April 4), the band 
| leader was to be spotted in the key 
to WWJ’s ‘Detroit News Extra’ Fri- 
|day night with a hokum gag which 
would have linked the maestro, Ken- 

(Continued on page 32) 
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TUCKER-BAKER AT B.0. 


Took $14,650 on Guarantee and 
Split at B&K’s Chicago 








Orrin Tucker  orchestra-Bonnie 
Baker, currently at the Waldorf- 
Astoria, New York, proved a heft 
b.o. combo last week at the Balaban 


& Katz Chicago, Chicago. Deal, 
called for a $10,000 guarantee and 
50% of the gross over $44,000. Take 
was $53,300, giving Tucker $14,650 
in all for the date. 

Tucker-Baker opened at the Wal- 
dorf Friday (5), planing in directly 
from Chicago, where they closed 
the previous night. 5 


DECCA OKAYS 
RADIOS USE 
OF DISKS 


After more than six nonths of a 
complete ban against the use of 
its records on phonograph broadcast 
programs, Decca has served various 
stations in the country with notice 
that its product can again be used, 
with certain reservations. Mailed 


Friday (5) the okay states that its 
purpose is ‘to advise that for the 
time being, and subject to withdraw- 
al upon 60 days’ written notice, no 
claim shall be made against reason- 
able use of Decca product.’ Fore- 
part of the letter reviews the deci- 
sion against such use rendered last 
fall in the United States District 
Court for the Southern District of 
New York, which decision was ap- 
pealed. Until the appeal is dis- 
posed of it is okay to turntable Decca 
platters. 

Okay is clearly in answer to the 
squawks registered agairst the ban 
by various bands and singers on the 
Decca label that they were being 
harmed by the continued stop against 
using their stuff on the air. Artists 
complained that their drawing power 
was being impaired. Since the 
squawks were filed, and prior to the 
complete lifting of the ban, Decca 
had been okaying the use of the out- 
put of certain artists over stations in 
the same locality in which those art- 
ists were personal-appearing. One 
of such is the Andrews Sisters, who 
started a.two and a half-week cir- 
cuit of the Brandt string of theatres 














in New York last Thursday (4). 





Band Couldn't Restrain Its Spirits, 


Magician Claimed His Act Ruined 





Situation probably without prece- 
dent was presented last week in a 
conflict between Charlie Barnet’s 


band and magician Paul Duke, both 
working at the Flatbush theatre, 
Brooklyn, which wound up in Bar- 
net’s paying Duke off himself in or- 
|der to release him from the unit 
| which still had another week and 
|half to go on the Brandt circuit. 
| Barnet paid Duke out of his own 
| pocket for two of the two and a half 
| weeks’ time in the Flatbush, Windsor 
‘and Carlton theatres, and Duke 
‘stepped out of the unit after six 
days of the first week at the Brook- 
lyn house. 

It seems that Barnet’s men didn’t | 
| properly handle the background mu- | 
sic which Duke deems essential to 
the success of his act. Instead of! 








playing his music the way it was 
written it’s claimed the band played 
it as they wanted to, interpolating 
their own breaks, etc. At one show 
Barnet is alleged to have turned over 
the baton to a sub conductor from 
the band who in turn walked off the 
stage in the middle of Duke’s act 
and left the band to its own devices 
because they didn’t follow what was 
written. | 

Theatre admits Barnet himself, 
paid off the magician, but claims it | 
was because Duke's turn slowed up 
the pace of the show, and that he | 
was being booked for a future unit. 
VARIETY reviewer commented, at the | 
time, on the fact that a trumpet! 
member of the band stood up and 
took a hot solo behind the tap act | 
of the Four Step Bros., unusual in 
itself. | 


Stations With Lucky Strike Accts. 
Not to Use Phonograph Records 
Of Same Orchestras and Singers 


~<. 


American Tobacco is asking radio 
stations carrying its new series of 
two - and - a - half - minute transcrip- 
tions not to use Lucky Strike orches- 
tras and singers on other programs, 
In particular the sponsor wishes to 
avoid confusion, factor that might re- 
sult if stations use ordinary phono- 
graph recordings of Kay Kyser, 
Mark Warnow, Barry Wood and 


others on participations where vari- 
ous advertisements are injected be- 
tween discs. 


Lord & Thomas agency, on a pre- 
vious occasion, warned stations re- 
ceiving Lucky Strike programs not 
to exploit the popularity of Kay 
Kyser to further station wax pro- 
grams devoted to other advertisers. 
The new list of ‘not to be used’ per- 
sonalities includes besides Kyser, 
Warnow and Wood these names: 
Orrin Tucker-Bonnie Baker, Ginny 
Simms, Harry Babbitt, Sully Mason, 
Bea Wain. Ben Bernie of Half ’n 
Half is not included but probably 
will be. 


WEAF, WJZ, WABC, WMCA, 
WOR and WNEW, New York, all use 
the transcribed announcements 
which started April 1, and most 
have record sessions at some time 
during the day or night, sponsored , 
or sustaining. 


KYSER PLAYS T0 8,000 
IN TWO PERFORMANCES 


Worcester, April 9. 

Kay Kyser, playing two perform- 
ances here Sunday night broke the 
attendance record for the Municipal 
Auditorium, when more than 8,000 
turned out. Auditorium normally 
seats 3,000, but extra chairs were 
pressed into service and hundreds 
stood, 


Single day’s mark for Auditorium 
also went by the boards when 3,000, 
just previous to Kyser’s turn, heard 
WTAG’s broadcast of ‘Spreading 
New England’s Fame,’ a program 
which ballyhoos a New England City 
each Sunday between 6 and 6:30. 
Worcester had the spot Sunday. The 
more than 11,000 entered the build- 
ing in three shifts. 


Kyser is suspending his road tour 
this week for a rest. 











Mary A. Dunne Replaces 
Honeymooning Kit Kallen 


Mary Anne Dunne will replace 
vocalist Kitty Kallen with the Jack- 
son Teagarden orchestra when it 
reaches a one-nighter in Washing- 
ton, today (Wednesday). Miss Kal- 
len bowed out of the band last week 
in Florida to return to Nashville to 
join her husband, Clint Gardin, sax 
player and former member of Tea- 
garden’s group, who’s now playing 


| with Francis Craig’s band. 


Gardin was one of those who left 
the band when Teagarden re-built 
it several months ago and when the 
new group was recently routed 
through Nashville Miss Kallen and 
Gardin eloped. She continued on to 
Florida with Teagarden and then de- 
cided to resign and join Gardin. 





‘Savitt Weds His Sec’y 


Jan Savitt, whose band is now 
back at the Lincoln Hotel, New 
York, until May 1, was married Sune 
day (7) at Peekskill, N. Y., to Bare 
bara Stillwell, his secretary. Cere- 
mony was performed by Johnny 
White, prof. mgr. of Remick Musie 
Co., who is a Justice of the Peace 
of Putnam Valley, nearby to Peeks- 
kill. Mrs. Maria Kramer, owner of 
the Lincoln, was a witness. 

Savitt listed his age as 27 and Miss 
Stillwell 20. She had been his sec- 
retary 13 months. 
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-  ]5 Best Sheet Music Sellers 





(Week ending April 6, 1940) 
*When You Wish Upon a Star (‘Pinocchio’).......... Berlin 


In an Old Dutch Garden. ......seeseeseeeeseseeeeees Harms 
Leanin’ on the Ole Top Rail....sccsssseersreeeseees Rett 
On the Isle of May... eeeeeee eceeeeeeeseseseeeeee reer amous 


Singing Hills .... 
Woodpecker Song ... 


¢Starlit Hour (‘Vanities’) ......... 
With the Wind and the Rain in Yo 
*It's a Blue World (‘Music in My Heart’)... 
Indian Summer ...-..ccececeeoes 


Say Si Si ..... 


eceesereeeeeseeseoeeer ees? 


ng pcebboesagieeenenennnsseeessene 


can'ee$essenees MDOIOe 
eoe00¢99 eeeeeeeeeae Robbins 


ur Hair........+.. Paramount 


ee a a ne 
eee, |; 
Lie a ig pings @ Ee 


+How High the Moon (‘Two for the Show’)......++.- Chappell 


*Too Romantic (‘Road to Singapore’) ..... 


Tuxedo Junction ...... 
Gaucho Serenade 
*Filmusical. tStage Musical. 


eaeeeeeeeeer eres 


cecccccees Paramount 
Soo cll 3 ga br 
cee cccees ONION 








Band Reviews 








ERNIE HOLST ORCHESTRA (9) 
With Anne Kiess 
Stork Club, New York 

Ernie Holst, long a fave at El 
Morocco, is now giving out with the 
rhythm at the equally snooty Stork, 
and it’s a wise switch all around. 
Holst was always a good cafe per- 
sonality as a ‘society’ maestro, and 

the livelier Stork Club atmosphere 

e’s really made to order. That 
gives Sherman Billingsley two crack 
combos, alternating Sonny Kendis, 
who dips in and out, with Holst. 

New lineup numbers nine, three 
reeds, three brass and three rhythm, 
the maestro fiddle-conducting. The 
band is given to sprightly choruses, 
in the cafe society manner of endless 
medleys, with emphasis on current 
show tunes, and the usual assortment 
of old standbys by Porter, Coward, 
Kern, Youmans, Rodgers, et al. 

Anne Kiess, socialite songstress 
from Washington, D. C., does an oc- 
¢asional warble solo, that being part 
of the club’s new scheme of things 
to inject a shade more versatility, 
without going into any expensive 
overhead. By the same token, a team 
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of youthful dancers, Cal and Sis 
Dowling, alumni of the Ar‘hv. Mur- 
ray school, also break it up with a 
pseudo-informal, al fresco routine 
that includes a very good ‘jitterbug 
conga’ dance sequence that clicks 
big. 

But, per usual, the Stork relies 
chiefly on its two crack bands for 
entertainment. No luncheon or din- 
ner music, but from 10:15 on, or 
thereabouts, it’s a marathon of 
dansapation, Holst alternating with 
the Jose Lopez congarhumba — 

, el. 


LEO PIEPER’S ORCHESTRA (10) 
With Pee-Wee Munt 
Pla-Mor Ballroom, Lincoln 


In a little more than a year, since 
he left his brother’s (Gene Pieper) 
midwestern dance .usicos, Leo 
Pieper has made a climb in the terri- 
tory field of the midwest area. His 
outfit is small, but plays a sweet, 
rhythmic music, highlighted by Leo’s 
accordion, which is featured. Pieper, 
himself, is a tall boy, very young, 
and with a ready smile, yet one of 
the most energetic workers on audi- 
ence con’ects, and on the band gen- 
erally. 


In his year and some months 
career in these parts on his own, he 
has gone from scratch to one of the 
top three locals. In addition to the 
deliverance of dancey music, his 
crew goes all the way on corny plat- 
form stuff, but, principally because 
everybody’s so young, it gets over, 
silly or not. ; 

Besides the instruments, the big- 
gest investment is in hats, nearly 100 
of them, varying from an Eskimo 
parka down to a midwest straw, used 
principally as a means of breaking 
down the house. If the dancers go 
for music alone, very little of the 
shucked stuff is in evidence, but if 
the party’s dying, out come the vari- 
ous rostrum routines and hat tricks, 
and it works out a good prescription 
for what ails the spot nearly every 
time. For sheer adaptability to the 
wishes of the house, Piever runs a 
close second to the man he modeled 
his outfit after, Lawrence Welk, who 
is said by all musicos to get the feel 
of the dancers as quickly as any 
other present-day leader, and sets 
tempo accordingly. 

Pieper sings, or rather, talks his 
wav through several numbers, and 
leaves the romantic tunes to Pee- 
Wee Munt, who is okay. Brass sec- 
tion includes two trumpets, Harold 
League and Clarke Hodgson, and 
Lauren Brown, trombone; the saxes, 
Munt, Bernie Shade, and Ace Chan- 
cellor; with rhythm lads being 
Franny Harbin, Lee Rusch and Har- 
vey Hanson, on drums, bass and 
piano respectively. Art. 


AL KAVELIN ORCHESTRA (12) 
With Patti Morgan 
Terrace Grill, Kansas City, Mo. 

First stop at this spot for the Kave- 
lin crew, which is better known in 
the east. In for a three-week stand. 
Style is fitting to the Grill, leaning 
to the softer side, but interspersed 
with pick-me-up numbers and live- 
liness as needed. Band is carrying 
all the modern numbers and a flock 
of the old favorites to enhance the 
versatility. 

Kavelin stresses his topically titled 
‘cascading chords’ as something a lit- 
tle different. It’s accomplished by 
rotating the elementary notes of a 
chord among the members of the sax 
(or clarinet) section and calls for ex- 
tra arranging and precise timing. 
The principle of the precision chord 
is not new to music, but its adapta- 
tion to the wood winds originally is 
credited to this crew. Its customary 
use in brass limited its use in dance 
bands, as horns do not lend them- 
selves to the rapid changes of the 
saxes and clarinets. 

Special arranging for this indi- 
vidual setup is handled by Darwin 
Hueting and Rip Reynolds of the sax 
section. Foursome in this class is 
filled out with Roman Webber and 
Homer Reinhardt. Jack Pickering, 
trombonist, and Jim Jeffries. trum- 
peter, also take a hand in the ar- 
ranging assignments. Robert Baylis 
completes the trumpet duo, and 
rhythm section has John Lyga on the 
bass fiddle. Don Rigney at the drums, 

















and Joe Zimmerman featured at the 


piano. Leader solos a violin, and all 
showing up here as satisfactory com- 
bination. 

Vocals are almost the exclusive 
department of Patti Morgan. She is 
listed in the lower range and ap- 
peared best on the ballad songs. 
Jeffries takes a light turn at a ballad 
lyric occasionally, but most of the 
band’s offerings are designed for 
dancing and not for novelty orga 

urn, 





‘No Interviews’ 


Continued from page 31 














tucky born and related, with the 
famed Hatfield-McCoy feud, 


In his appeal to Weber, who up- 


held the local.ruling, McCoy said: 


‘Being a member of good stand- 
ing of Locals 802, No. 10 and 11, Iam 
wiring requesting permission for my 





being interviewed over the radio in 
connection with my engagement at) 
the Colonial theatre here. Detroit | 
Federation refuses permission al- 
though both stations and theatre em- 
ploy local musicians. 

‘Colonial is only house playing 
vaudeville in city. Two weeks ago, 
Ellington got permission from Presi- 
dent Luconi and made two appear- 
ances. I do not understand the dis- 
crimination. It is injuring my 


prospects for an average percentage 


of the gross the theatre may draw. 
Radio interviews help advertise ap- 
pearance and also the boxoffice. 

‘Local officials claim the banning 
of interviews is a national law. If 


time before musicians will be un- 
able to talk for newspaper publica- 
tion. Trust you see your way clear 
to grant what is a constitutional 
right and will advise myself and 
Detroit local of sanie.’ 
Schreiber’s Message 
In his sizzling message, Schreiber 


not only pointed out that his was the 


sole house keeping alive vaude, but 
doing right well for the bands with 
extra dates and men working every 
day in the pit. He couldn’t see why 
orchestras at the Hotels Book-Cadil- 
lac and Statler, where Xavier Cugat 
goes on nightly and does his own 
announcing. as well as smaller or- 
chestras in Detroit’s niteries, are al- 
lowed to go on sustaining. The late 
air in Detroit is full of bands playing 
free programs as a form of advertis- 
ing for the niteries, an important 
rival of the theatres. He added that 
the ruling was detrimental to his 
boxoffice and killed off an important 
form of advertising. 

What with the radio stations, the 
theatre and band leaders plenty sore 
about the application of the union 
ruling, it looks like a major struggle 
was shaping up here with consider- 
able heat due on the gratis broadcast- 
ing by the nitery combination as 
against the ruling of interviews of 
orchestra leaders over ether pro- 
grams. 





Artie Shaw 


Continued from page 1 














would handle all promotion and 
staging details. 

Maestro expects to use an or- 
chestra of 50 musicians, a mixed 
choir and even a ballet for one of 
the concert numbers. The dance 
leader is going back to the Coast to 
work on the composing and scoring 
end of his proposed repertoire and 
his schedule calls for returning to 
New York early in May to pick his 
musicians and get rehearsals under 
way. 

Benny Goodman will take another 
fling at longhair stuff in the Holly- 
wood Bow] May 1 when he will play 
Mozart’s ‘Concerto for Clarinet’ 
with a full-sized symphonic band 
conducted by Leopold Stokowski. 
Jump to the other side of the fence 
will be part of the contemplated 
joint concert using Goodman’s band 
and Stokowski’s Symph group, which 
finally got a green light after being 
on and off. 

Stokowski is scheduled to lead his 
band in the first half of the outing, 
during which Goodman will solo, and 
the latter’s swing bunch, currently 
located at the Coconut Grove of the! 
Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles, will 
take over for the second half. Good- 
man sextette will also get a workout. 
Proceeds are to go to charity. 

Goodman’s group played in the 
Bowl last Aug. 5 while playing at 
Victor Hugo’s Restaurant. He played 
the ‘Concerto’ last November with 
the Buffalo Symphonic orchestra at 
its seasonal opening. 





Marshall Van Pool and 12-piece 
orchestra have checked in for a two; 
months stay at the American Legion | 
Club nite spot at Fairhope on Mo- 
bile Bay. Vocalists with the band 
are Rudy James, Jake Roberts, Billy 





Dunn and Martha Ann Cooper. 


-- 





COLLEGE RHYTHM 


The second of a series of articles on collegiate likes and dislikes as re- 
gards dance music and dance bands. 

The writers, staff members of publications at their respective schools, 
have been asked by Variety to give the opinion of the student body as a 
whole rather than pass personal judgment. Neither has Variety given fur- 
ther instructions as to what was to be said or how. These articles appear as 
the undergraduates have written them, with the expressed opinions being 
their own. 


Variety publishes the series to give music men and band leaders a cross- 
section of current undergraduate opinion on dance music and bands, «vith 
the hope that it will be both informative and instructive. For what the 
college group has to say about dance music is deemed important in the 


STANFORD 


By Marco Thorne, '39 
(Editor, Stanford Chaparral) 


Palo Alto, Cal., April 9. 

Trying to discover whether Stanford likes a definite type of rhythm or 
music is like trying to find out if an ameoba has a complex. Stanford is 
one of those isolated places, located on a farm, quite provincial and pos- 
sessed of a variety of tastes. In fact, with its big campus, the university 
has the reputation of being a ‘country club’. But honest Injun (Stanford 
Indian), they work hard in classes and when they take time out to play 
there’s no diddling. 


Stanford students love to dance. We use any occasion as an excuse to 
have a dance—dedication of a lake boathouse, climax of the ‘Back to the 
Farm’ day, or any other event that looks like a good bet, just so long as 
let’s dance. If they can’t get dancing at home, they'll go up to the city 
(San Francisco) which is just an hour’s drive away, and is full of good 
dance bands at the four big hotels. 


As far as dancing goes, the theme is ‘easy does it,’ and Stanford likes {ts 
music smooth, not too hot, not too cold—just danceable and as slick as 








that is the case it will only be a short! the floor of the basketball pavilion. 


Stanford students love ‘big name bands’. One of the first to come to the 
Farm was Jimmy Dorsey. They got him here about three or four years 
ago, and had him calm down for the dance. The result was that they 
asked him to come again. Big proms they were, and Dorsey even got the 
students in tuxes—a rare thing around here for an all-campus dance. The 
Sophomore Cotillion, Junior and Senior Proms are popular dances, and 
they’ll either get a well-known orchestra or have none at all. The list 
sounds like some of the big 10 of bandom: Vincent Lopez and those fidgety 
digits of his r ‘ally held them breathless a while back, although the whole 
show was Lopez and variations on the ‘Capers’, Freddy Martin was an- 
other. He had played for some time in the city and had packed Stanford 
in at the hotel. The seniors decided they wanted a prom, but couldn't get 
a band. Finally Martin seemed a possibility, Then they found out that 
he couldn’t come. That took the wind out of the sails of the dance com- 
mittee. Lo and behold, a day and a half before the dance, Martin was 
again available. That night there was a huge sign on the steps of the 
library, ‘Martin signed—get your dates’. The sign looked funny draped 
around a Romanesque column, but the switchboards really hummed that 
night. A boy was overheard in the ‘libe’ the next morning telling a girl 
that he had $1.50 to match some girl’s $1.50 to go to hear Martin. She 
took him up (everyone wanted to go) and after the smoke of the dance 
cleared away, the seniors made a nice profit from the receipts. Martin 
was smooth, yet full of a definite rhythm, and Stanford took to it like a cat 
takes to 52nd street. 


Clyde McCoy and his ‘sugar blues’ complex wowed them last year with 
his hot but smooth music. Carl Ravazza comes down occasionally and 
gives of his time for benefits. Then the gals all gather round to hear his 
lilting ‘Vieni Su.’ Phil Harris has been here for the Senior Ball, a closed 
affair held the night before graduation. They like Harris and listen to 
Jack Benny’s program all the time just to hear Phil’s outfit. 


Up in the city there is more choice than Stanford gets at the campus 
dances. Orrin Tucker and that seductive little ‘Oh, Johnny’ girl of his, 
wee Bonnie Baker, just about had this entire campus talking in pipsqueak 
voices and calling each other ‘Johnny’ synonymously with ‘smooth boy’. 
Even husky football stars were shrilling away on ‘Billy’, Orrin’s own 
corny, but rhythmical-as-all-getout singing got the applause every time. 

Ray Noble is up in the city now, and he goes over big, although Lopez, 
who was up there a while back, was not doing so well with that new 
swing style of his. 


An old stand-by is Dick Jurgens. All you have to do is mention his 
name to a ‘queen’ and you’re a cinch for a date. : 


Platter Preferences 


That’s dancing. But the key changes when it comes to the platters. 
That is when the fight begins, as they really collect records at Stanford. 
Every other Stanford ‘rough’ and ‘queen’ has a turntable or knows where 
he can borrow one. Tastes really run the limit both ways. First there's 
a cult of collectors who eat up Count Basie, Jimmy Lunceford, Bob Crosby 
and the like. The juke-box in the Cellar (campus soft-drinkery) has 
worn down needle after needle on such pressings as Fats Waller’s ‘Your 
Feet’s Too Big,’ and that corny ‘Beer Barrel Polka’ that came out last 
spring. One afternoon the ‘Polka’ was played 18 times in succession by 
that many different people who had nickels to melt. Bob Crosby’s ‘Tuxedo 
Junction’ is running them wild now, as well as others in that ilk. As long 
as they don’t have to dance the students hke hot music. They'll go for 
Larry Clinton, Artie Shaw and Benny Goodman like a senior for a Roble 
(frosh) woman. 


In between, Stanford likes the smooth stuff that it clamors for at the 
dances. Glenn Miller is easily the outstanding collecting item, and Tommy 
Dorsey is a close second sharing the honors with Orrin Tucker, Hal Kemp 
and even Kay Kyser and Blue Barron. Just once in a while will a sticky 
record like Lombardo or Garber be found. They’ve got to have real 
rhythm to get by at Stanford. 

Up in Encina Hall where all the frosh men live, you'll find more of the 
swingy records like those aforementioned with some additions. The whole 
Hall on a Sunday night sounds like an accumulation of every jam band 
in the country all tuning up each others instruments; but there’s plenty of 
rhythm there. 

The queens go for smoother stuff, but they don’t like it sticky. They 
like vocalists such as Kenny Baker, Tony Martin, Nelson Eddy, Bing 
Crosby and Orrin Tucker. For straight stuff they'll take Glenn Miller, 
Blue Barron, Tommy Dorsey, Freddy Martin and the more melodious 
Goodman’s—but not the ‘rat race’ records. 

There’s quite a group at Stanford that goes for Hawaiian music. At all 
programs and dances Hawaiian numbers are popular, probably due to 
the fact that many students have visited the islands or live there. 

On the radio they’ll take mostly what's playing in the city and in Los 
Angeles, so as to get in practice for Saturday night’s date. On regular 
programs Kyser gets Stanford up from the dinner table. Fred Waring 
could have anyone on campus as a boy Friday, judging from the number 
of kids who hurry to turn the dials. Kyser and Waring have it about 
sewed up with Phil Harris on commercials, while the city hotel bands are 
on sustainers. Garber is in the city now and Lombardo is down in L. A., 
but neither of them is too popular because they are ‘too sweet’. 

Bit by bit they are getting closer to the suburbs of ‘jam’. Social change 
lags at Stanford, so by the time that jam gets out of style in general, they 
might take to it. It’s highly improbable, but there is that chance. A swing 
music club that was started at Stanford last year soon caved in. But some- 
how if they tried to start it again, it might succeed. 

(Next week: Northwestern) 
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On the Upbeat 


Foster Gillette bowed out at the, into his place and Babe Rusin re- | 


verry Garden, Lynchburg, Va. Bill 
Loren followed. 


ing opened indefinite en- | 
George Kise ope i third straight year in the Rainbow | 


Green’s Casino, 


ement at Bill 
Lave (8), replacing 


Pittsburgh, Monday 
Charlie Agnew. 

Jan Savitt into Stanley theatre, 
Pittsburgh, week of May 3. 





Johnny Wiles at New Penn. Pitts- | 


succeed- | Artie Shaw Settles $10,000 


burgh. for four week stay, 
jng Ralph Allen. 





Shirley Heller has rejoined Her- 
man Middleman band at Yacht Club, 
Pittsburgh, after recovering 
throat ailment, Lee Bartell out. 





Al Fremont, of Pittsburgh. had op- 
tion picked up for four additional 
weeks at Club Gloria, Columbus. 

Johnny Green’s shift to Sunday on 
CBS with ‘Jingo,’ a new idea, forces 
a Fitch Bandwagon shot to move up 
to this Sunday (14). 





Georgia Auld has discarded ideas 
for a new band. Joins Jan Savitt's 
sax section at Lincoln hotel, New 
York, Saturday (13). 





Lake Compounce, Bristol. Conn., 
unshutters Sunday (14) with Woody 
Herman band. Tommy Dorsey com- 
ing up April 21 and Glenn Miller 
May 5. 

Johnny McGee one-nites Sunday 
(14) ai Ritz Ballroom, Bridgeport. 
Sammy Kave plays room April 28. 

Nick Pisani, former 
Vincent Lopez’ band and now a 
bandleader, changed his name a 
third time from Nick Pani to Nick 
Draper. Band goes into the St. 
Francis hotel, San Francisco, May 9 
for six weeks. 


member of 


Tommy Dorsev vacations between 
May 5 and the opening at the Astor 
hotel, New York. May 21. 

Gene Krupa tees off a combo pol- 
icy at the Queen Anne theatre, Bo- 
gota, New Jersey, April 17. 

Bob Chester gets six air shots 
weekly from the Detroit A. C. where 
he opens April 15. Plays 
hotel and Trianon Ballroom, Cleve- 
land, 13 and 14. before opening. 





Carl) Warwick 


to replace the ailing Tommy Gon- 
solin with Jack Teagarden. 


Joe Bushkin replaces Bob Kitsis 


on piano with Tommy Dorsey while 


Cliff Dailey, brother of Frank 
Dailey, owner of Meadowbrook, 
Cedar Grove. N. J., takes over the 


string bass. 


Don McCook replaces Jack Golde 


On clarinet with Teddy Powell. 
Trumpeter Max Tiff on _ notice. 
Powell band renewed for another 
four weeks at Arcadia Ballroom, 
New York. 





Billy Bisset’s new band, organized 


in Los Angeles, currently at Hotel | 


Utah. Salt Lake City, for six weeks. 
Joe Sullivan, whose group is cur- 
rently at the Cafe Society. New 
York, played the background for the 
scene in ‘The Fight for Life’ film. 





Kay Kyser drew 6.500 at $1.10 at a 
Lion’s Club shindig in Providence, 
R. 1., Friday (5), busting Guy Lom- 





bardo’s 5.300 mark. Date was ai 
Rhodes-on-the-Pawtuxet. 
Ina Ray Hutton’s Band will open 


in the Rainbo Room of the New Ken- 
more Hotel, Albany, April 13. Unit 
Succeeds Terry Shand’s orchestra, 
which shifts to the Adolphus Hotel. 
Dallas. 





Teddy King followed Eddie Cam- 
den into Chez Ami, Buffalo, Friday 
(5). 

Nick Draper replaced Carl Ravaz- 
za at the Sir Francis Drake, San 
Francisco, April 8. Ravazza_ will 
take to the one night stands through- 
out California until he opens April 
21 in Salt Lake City at Jerry Jones’ 
Rainbow Rendevous. 








Chuck Foster replaces Casa Nova 
#t the Mark Hopkins. Frisco, on 
April 12. 





Hymie Shertzer out of Tommy 
Dorsey's band at Paramount theatre, 
N.Y., for couple days last week with 
cut hand. Freddie Stolz moved over 


from | 


Statler | 


was the trumpeter | 
sent to Jacksonville, Fla., last week | 


{turned for the stretch in Stolz’s 
' place. 





Eddie Le Baron celebrated his 


! Room, New York, Thursday (4), 





Nurok’s Continental Quartet is 
providing cocktail and dinner music 
'in the Palm Court of the Palace, 
Frisco. 





‘Ballroom Op Suit for $750 


Buffalo, April 9. 


| Suit arising out of Artie Shaw's 
, walkout at a Crystal Beach, Ontario, 
|dance last fall was settled out of 
| court last week. Sh-w’s attorneys 
'made a $750 settlement with Carlyle 
| (Tick) Smith, Buffalo promoter. 
Smith asked $10,000, but a court 
earlier had tossed out $5,000 asked 
| for slander and libel. Shaw's band 
| left midway through the Labor Day 
| dance at the Canadian resort after a 
| payment tiff. Irate fans broke win- 
| dows to the tune of $60 before pro- 
| Vincial police scattered them. 
Process servers met Shaw at the 
; Peace Bridge as he returned from 
;playing the Toronto 
| Bandleader’s first impulse on being 


| handed the summons was to pull out | 


| his pen and autograph it. 


Exposition. | 











Bob Chester, 
Park, Mt. 


May 8, Mayesville 
Carmel, Pa.; 21, Valley 


Dale, Columbus, Ohio; 23, Palais B., | 


Toronto. 


Gene Krupa, May 8, Nuttings-on- 
Charles, Waltham, Mass.; 9, Ricker’s 
Gardens, Portland, Me.; 10, Aud., 
| Worcester, Mass.; 11, Butterfly B., 
Springfield, Mass.; 12, Grotto Park, 
Elmira, N. Y.; 13, Sunnybrook B.., 
Pottstown, Pa.; 16, Castle B.. New 
London, Conn. 

Sammy Kaye, May 11, Sunny- 
brook B.. Pottstown, Pa.; 12, Savoy 
B.. New York. 

Glen Gray, April 24, Carbondale, 
Pa.; May 3, Drexel U. prom at Penn 
A. C., Philadelphia. 

Tommy Dorsey, April 26-27. U. 
,Of North Carolina; May 3-4, U. of 
Georgia. 

Henry Busse, May 24 week. E-st- 
wood Gardens, Detroit. 

Georve Hall, April 19, Purdie U.., 
Lafayette, 'nd.; May 17, week, Green 
Tree Inn, Wichita, Kan. 

Woody Herman, May 19, Savoy B.. 
New York. 

Claude Hopkins, May 3, week. 
Howard theatre, Washington, D. C. 

Larry Clinton, April 14, Trianon 
B.. Chicago; Avril 30, Aud., Wichita, 
Kan.; May 2, Tromar B., Des Moines. 

Freddie Fisher, April 20, week, 
Tourist Inn, Cleveland. 

Joe Venuti, April 25, Tromar B.. 
‘Des Mo:nes. 

Bobby Byrne, April 19, week. 

Empire theatre, Syracuse, N. Y. 














UNPRECEDENTED! 


Band Bookings | Connie Boswell Subs for Paul 


Whiteman, Ill, on Hartford Date 





Billy Hinds, KDKA Spieler, 
Leads Hotel Schenley Band 


Piitsourgh. April 9. 
Billy Hinds, announcer at KDKA, 
will turn maestro this week when 
he batons the new dance crew which 


_ will be installed at the Hotel Schen- 


ley’s Continental Room for Saturday 
night formal dancing. KDKA serv- 
ices the Schenley with music, under 
supervision of Maurice Spitalny, sta- 
tion’s musica] director, and Hinds 
crew revlaces Charlie Klug band, ar- 
other KDKA-backed outfit. Hinds 
is to continue regular spieler duties. 
For a time, Local 60 of AFM ob- 
jected to Hinds until it was discov- 
ered he was once a musician, where- 
upon his application for membership 
was accepted and the assignment 
okayed. 

Vocalist will be Grace Mansfield. 
recent newcomer to KDKA staff and 
runner-up last fall in local Jesse 
lL Lasky Gateway to Hollywood 
auditions. 
professional experience. 





Gene Krupa drew 3,800 at Savoy 
Ballroom, New York, Sunday (7). 


' B.o. stopped selling tickets. 


Gal is without previous | 


Bronchitis and a general run down 
condition requiring a week's rest 
forced Paul Whiteman out of seme 


one-nighter and theatre dates last 
week, His band, conducted by 
Goldie, its comedian-trumpeter, filled 
a four-day date at the State theatre. 
Hartford, opening Friday (5), while 
booker Eddie Sherman rushed in 
Connie Boswell as a substitute name. 
| Whiteman became too il] to con- 
| tinue after the first matinee ‘on p® 
‘single day theatre stand «a: Cort- 
ilandt, New York, Tuesday (2). end 
returned to the city on his docter's 
| advice, while the outfit finished the 
/day. Band played Auburn and Glens 
| Falls, N. Y¥., Wednesday and Thurs- 
,day with Goldie conducting, and then 
, went into the State. Subsequent one- 
,nighters at Oneida, N. Y., Monday 
| (8); Toronto, Can., last night (Tues- 
|day); Ogdenburg, N. Y.. tonight 
(Wednesday), and Watertown, N. Y.. 
| were cancelled. Toronto stand was 
/a concert, and pianist Roy Bargy was 
| Offered as a substitute leader. It 
; was turned down by the promoters. 
| Whiteman rejoins the band ai the 
Strand theatre, Syracuse, Friday 
1(12), a week’s stay. It goes to the 
Hipp, Balto., the following week then 
; works west to RKO pic commitment 
starting June 1. , 
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DEEP PURPLE 


Lyric by MITCHELL PARISH 
Music by PETER DE ROSE 


Winners of Lucky Strike’s 1939 Hit Porade Award 


OVER THE RAINBOW 


Lyric by E. Y. HARBURG 
Music by HAROLD ARLEN 
Winners of the 1939 Academy Awa.d 


Published by LEO FEIST, Inc. 





MUSIC CORPORATION 


Sincerely 


IN ALL AMERICA ONLY 2 SONG AWARDS 
AND BOTH WON BY 


THE ROBBINS-METRO 


MUSIC PUBLISHING GROUP 


pier te lor 


Sisey TRMICKe oe Bee Pax 





THANKS —to all those who made this 
unprecedented double honor possible. 
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Current 


from ROBBINS 
THE WOODPECKER SONG 


IT HAPPENED IN KALOHA 
from Deanna 
Universal Picture, “It's A Date” 


IT'S A WONDERFUL WORLD 


SECRETS IN THE MOONLIGHT 
from the 20th Century-Fox 


from FEIST 


from Eddie Cantor's M-G-M 


LEANIN'ON THE OLE TOP RAIL 


MAKE-BELIEVE ISLAND 
Nick Kenny's New Song Hit. 


Hits / 


THE STARLIT HOUR 


Durbin's New 


picture “Stardust” 





LITTLE CURLY HAIR 
IN A HIGH CHAIR 


ure “Forty Little Mothers” 
3 HITS 

om RKO Radio's “Irene” 
IRENE 


ALICE BLUE GOWN 
CASTLE OF DREAMS 





m MILLER 


It's a “Natural”! 


SO FAR, SO GOOD 


The Season’s Greatest 
Rhythm Number 


MOMENTS IN THE 
MOONLIGHT 
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MUSIC VARIETY 


Bands at the Box Office Network Plugs, § A.M. to 1 A.M. 
(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover charge business being done 


s , , . 1 wher is the main attrac-, Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tun 
by name bands in various New York hotels. Spots listed are only where the band is 'NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week fron 
tion for supper. Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give room capac- Monday through Sunday (April 1-7). Total represents accumulated 


. sil ‘Daw hus | performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Symbol © 
ity and cover charge. Larger amount designates wi ekend and holiday price.) denotes film song, + stage musicals, all others are pop. “Parenthetic ween 
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Maxine Sullivan. It may be 
stop-and-go rhythm, swing-and- 


Pagliacci of the piano, a la Joe 

Reichman. 

Only Bonnie Baker remains a fea- 
ture of the band, which then num- 
bered 14, and included the Bailey 
Sisters (now with Ben Bernie), 
Morton Wells and a male sextet. 
Basically, it’s the same setup, al- 
thoush now the entire band lines 
up in gleeclub style, and there is 
less of the ‘versatile’ attempt, stick- 
ing more to forthright dansapation. 
Hence the major difference is ‘Oh, 
Johnny.’ 


It’s traditional in show business 


expectane not usually attcadant to 
bands. CBS and Columbia Records 


plane from Chi; and the Friday 
luncheon stunt at the Barberry 
Room, preceding his Friday night 
preem, likewise focused press and 
radio newshawks’ interest on the 
opening. (Not to mention the tragic 
fate of music publisher Lou Dia- 
mond, who collapsed while dancing 
to Tucker’s music the opening night; 
story elsewhere in this issue). 
Apart f. m the Bonnie Baker em- 
phasis, the salient switch by Tucker 
was to get away from trying to do 
too much of a Horace Heidt, with a 





miniature roadshow of musical en- 











somewhat dim light throughout 


Tucker himself is a highly en- 
gaging, intelligent performer at the 
helm, handling his sax frequently for 
instrumental interludes. He _ has 
three reeds in support, three violins, 
three brasses, rhythm section of 
four (piano, bass, drums and _ steel 
guitar) and a vocal quartet. 
rhythms are solid and hard driving | 
but never over-swing. He's the new | 
school of moderated heat. 

Lucky Strike influenced the Wal- 
dorf booking for six weeks to pick 
him up in person direct from the | 
Empire Room (which the hostelry | 
is further capitalizing for b.o.). It’s | 











Better Job 


Make your 


Advertising do a 


USE 





It puts your message across 


—To Those Who Buy What 
You Have to Sell 


TETY 


—With Greater Results . 
—At Least Expense 


* 


Send us your idea of any advertisement 
you may have in mind. We will furnish 
attractive layout and suggestions without 
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also the first profit-sharing break for | 
Tucker. He’s in on percentage of 
the covers, his Palmer House book- 
ing having been under an old, pre- 
‘Oh, Johnny’ deal. Abel. | 


EL MOROCCO, N. Y. 


The DeMarcos, Sigrid Lassen, Dick 
Gasparre .Orch (12), Chiquito’s | 
Rhumba (7); elastic cover, $1 to $3. | 











When El Morocco goes floorshow, | 
that’s bit news. Which means it’s a 
necessary hypo by John Perona, the 
boniface, who long relied on so- 
eolled exclusivism and chi-chi atmos- | 
phere to lure ’em. 

The way it works is an obvious | 
eyele. Those who can afford it don’t 
pay; the middle-class burghers who 
are lured by the prosvect of ogling 
100% blueblood stock on the hoof 
usually wind up in the worst pews 
with. the largest tabs. Hence the 
explanation of an ‘elastic cover 
charge,’ ranging from $1 to $3, de- 
nending on how much you spend, 
how regularly you come, who you 
are. and whether they wanna dis- | 
courave vou coming back altogether. 
The really ‘in’ boys and girls, of 
course, never get a cover, and if by 
mistake it’s presented on their bills 
wen plenty and just don't 
Dav it. 

So far as the show's concerned, 
Pcrona went the whole hog on the 
theory that if he must bow to the 
inevitable he'll do it right or not 
at all. In the DeMarcos, he has the 
cream of the dance crop, and they're 
doing business for the joint. Varre- 
ty’s last New Act reviews on the 
team were in 1924 and 1925, when it 
was Nina and Antonio. He’s had 
three other partners since, his pres- 
ent being Renee and, for the rec- 
ords, they're again further detailed 
under New Acts. They do their, 
stuff at midnight and 2 a.m. ‘No din- | 
ner show. as dinner biz is lisht. 
the Morocco being essentially a late- 


For the rést, Dick Gasparre’s solid 
(Continued on page 45) 


matches her voice well, although a Dede 


|menting he 

















whatever supervision 
quired from above until a new head 


is possible two heads may be the 
ultimate plan, one covering music 


the two divisions of Par activity is 
a big job and Diamond was on the 





His | Tun all the time. 


In addition to music matters, cov- 
ering openings, niteries, etc., he fre- 


quently had to go to the Coast to | 
| look over shorts production and cone | 


fer on studio plans as well as guide 
shorts-making for Par in the east. 
When on the Coast he always looked 
over the shorts product from indie 
producers to see if they had any- 
thing Par might distribute. 

Additionally last fall, Diamond set 
up a commercial licensing depart- 
ment to cover manufacturing of 
products based on characters from 
‘Gulliver’s Travels,’ with Harry Roy- 
ster in charge of this activity under 
him. More recently Par went into 
the field of producing advertising 
shorts, this also falling under Dia- 
mond’s wing with Royster handling 
the details. Royster, who was in 
Florida, flew back to N. Y. Monday. 

Balaban, who had talked to Dia- 
mond late that afternoon (5), com- 
looked fine, said that 
Diamond, in fact, had a_ physical 
examination only a short while ago 
and was pronounced fit. 

That day had been a strenuous 
one, with conferences up to 7 p.m., 


| Diamond later going to the Empire 


Room opening. Presumption is that 
his death may have been caused by 
over-exhaustion. 

Starting with Pathe in 1915, he be- 
came auditor of that company and 
in February, 1927, shifted to Par 
with Emanuel Cohen, who joined to 


, organize Paramount News and take 
charge of shorts production. He was 


even consider what may be done, it | 


| 


Covers Total | after the title indicates how many weeks the song has shown up in these 
Weeks Past Covers, listings. 
Va e GR 
Band Hotel Pl-yed Week On Date) sie PUBLISHER ‘TOTAL 
Cay; Lincoln (225 ; 75e-$1.50) ...scccsceses 2 1,100 2,050} alice Blue Gown es sO se dncdscbarediesrisacciad a 
Jan Savitt ......-. eee eee inco ; os Ree agg ea A ise - 48 
| ices Wak 400: 75c-$1.50)......... 1 1,375 1,375 Pp eae tt pe teen ease sees -++-Robbins ....... 46 
pe PPP eee ree ew Yorker ( ; BS When You Wish Upon a Star (12)...*Pinocchio...... (0M bsccccce 
Bilt 300 : $1-$1.50) Lae 7 400 BD Be te Te A Gi ono o's sv chcvcccncaccaacceccs .+.-Shapiro ....... 39 
Sleepy Hall..........-- iltmore ( , pee teek eee rs ‘ 2.050 32.575 With the Wind and the Rain in Your Hair (8)....... ..Paramount .... 3g 
Sammy Kaye.........-- Commodore (400; 75c-$1.50).........- 2? 0 ; On Be Bete of May (10)...... peadueibsalaeeddss4eecaes Famous vibes ie 30 
Frankie Masters........ Roosevelt (500; $1-$1.50)..........--. 9 450 3,875 | 7A Hich the Moon (8)...#T'wo for the Show...../.". Chappeil "95 
‘ 7 3 300 : 75¢-$1.50) 12 1.325 7 Fp 3 > <i | SRRRRRRReRen ers eee Cet eee 24 
Lani MclIntire.......... Lexington (300; /5¢c aes igh halal , 5 1.150 MOGI FUE GED oss rc ccesarnnsspethsheartecesssesonse eee . 
2 Jimmy Dorsey.......... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50).....- 0 (2 days) 1,150 , ES By se (14), ..*Music nF ent PO + AE peas eens : 22 
. a Leanin’ on the Ole | SERS Spee t: AR . 22 
is i bg ee ee Ooo 
; : ° tertainment._ Instead, his 15, in-| Start Hour (11)...¢Vanities een 2 20 bette. 
j N f hit ul eCvLeEWS cluding the Bodyguards quartet, and | Gaucho Serenade (14)...........0...s0ecceeeee eee e ee. Remick ....... 20 
' - featuring 9 Ee, act, | ON ONO TUR SUMO CED) cost n nee e eee oe. Harms ........ 20 
ective tenor, Gi ’ ! i a ETT)... merereere 
! voak of fate | 252.2, SX Player, line up for a Say N+ Aneaaleainineeeaataeliennatatnat oe 19 
. trick .or freak of fate straight choral rou : ~- | Angel in Disguise (2)...*It All Came True............. Witmark ....., 
Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. i oo or breaks ‘em. Cohan’s | a hokum number, but the ensemble's Castle ‘of 2 =, eee  BSeepeerer 18 
(NEW YORK) crack about needing a stunt or a/highlight is a ‘musical notes’ dem- |] Concentrate on You (5)...*Broadway Melody........ Crawford ..... 18 
Lunt here, of course, shapes up in| onstration. It’s a switch on ‘im-| [Little Girl (4).:......ccccccccccccucuvucccceesecccllle EE i ecdeeve 17 
the form of the Tucker-Baker Co-/| pressions of contemporaneous band- | you Little Heartbreaker, You (6).................0--. Red Star....... 17 
Orrin Tucker Orchestra (16) fea-|jymbia recording of ‘Oh, Johnny’ | leaders’ in that a sequence of multi- | wWhat’s the Matter with Me? (10)...................... Shapiro ....... 15 
turing Bonnie Baker, Gil Mershon,| (circa 1917) which the wee-voiced | colored musical notes also visibly re- | you, You Darlin’ (5)....................-- eee eee eee EEE s:ceseee's 15 
: Bodyguards (4); $1 and $1.50 cover.| Bonnie gave a slightly bedroom /enact the sundry musical moods— | Shake Down the Stars (2)........................00..  — enaepares . 14 
; rendition and it sold some 400,000/|the staccato trumpets, tr- dulcet | Indian Summer (19).............0-........2 000 e ee Witmark ...... 13 
4 disks for Columbia alone, and jviolins, blaring brasses, smooth reeds. | Ma! He’s Making Eyes at Me (11)....... ............. eee 13 
: Two vears ago, almost to the day, | sound 1,000,000 copies all told on|A discordant ‘blue’ note is used | Good Evening (3)......-...:-0re. soe! Bob Miller..... 12 
this reviewer, quoting from the files, | 7) ters from all the companies. throughout as an effective piece of | My! My! (1) ..*Buck Benny Rides Again.............. Famous ....... 12 
“ had the following to say, in part, MCA. the music trade and Tucker | business. Literally an electrifying | One Cigarette for TWo (11).........ccceececcscccecees 2 12 
; snent Orrin Tucker's New York de-| Mtr csuerstiv. have been won-| Humber, it enlls for the room being | Sky Fell Down (1)............-...................... Witmark ...... 12 
A ae a ee eee ase now long’ the “Oh, Johnny’ |completely dark—Tucker courteously | Where Was I? (1). ..*°Till We Meet Again.......... 11: Remick ....... 12 
: Orrin Tucker's orchestra,from |{<netns would last, and it wasn’t | requests the patrons to douse their | Angel (9)...+Vanities.............cccccsceeeeecseveens Robbins ....... 11 
the midwest, is destined for big until the past two weeks’ theatre en- | table lights—so as to enhance the | All the Things You Are (22)...+Very Warm for May...Chappell ...... 10 
i things among the nation’s bands. ements in Chicago and Minneap- | tungsten effects. From Another World (2)...+Higher and Higher....... Chappell ...... 10 
? Tucker h lenty to quickly <7 ge their click at} Comes Bonnie Baker, whom Tucker | I Walk with Music (2)...#Three After Three.......... Mercer ........ 10 
ucker has plenty q olis vaudfilmers, plus their : ‘ It Happened in Kaloha (1)...*It’s a Date Robbins 10 
make his mark, even amidst the | the palmer House (Chi), that reas- heralds with a speechlet that ‘here a PP 7k é 990° Se © Ms 86s sss neenes egal . 
keenest competition. sured ’em all around. Particularly |is a girl whose records have sold | Playmates rts tate eee ote a eee Tey cre ereeeree ANtly ..cccceee 
George M. Cohan said a _ |the Palmer House, in relationship to |into the millions but she’s still the | Sweet Potato Piper (3)...*Road to Singapore......... Santly ......... 10 
mouthful when he observed that the Waldorf-Astoria’s Empire Room, | same sweet little girl.’ Miss Baker ; 
even the stage needs a stunt or a for both are on a parity for class|who, incidentally, talks like she 
Lunt—and the same thing goes trade, and business in N. Y. bids fair | sings, is wise to stick to the trade- l' executive assistant to Cohen on the 
for bands, as well as almost to eclipse their Chi engagement. As/ marked, baby-voiced ditties of “— ‘s ‘news and also directed activities 
every branch of contemporane- | for the vaudfilmers, that was the|type she does best. including, B. Lou Diamond 'concerning shorts. About five years 
ous show biz. It’s gottabe tricked |convincer on mass attendance, al-| course, ‘Johnny,’ ‘Billy,’ ‘You'd Be later he took full charge of shorts 
: up to get ‘em. It may not be |though how much of a hypo the| Surprised,’ ‘Ooh! What You Said’, Continued from page 4 aie + hstistsiene gee 
. lish A cane rade’ accounts | ‘Stop! It’s Wonderful!’, ‘My Re- |}also music publishing, an the 
! much, but even the slightest Lucky Strike ‘Hit Para stop Ge : : ; - . laced der A. J 
$ thing that’s different commands for it is likewise debatable. sistance Is Low,’ ‘What Are Little | diately, according to Balaban, The newsreel was placed under A. J. 
attention. It may be swing. It . Orrin Tucker came to|Girls Mede Of?’ She's petite, |departments will run themselves Richard. 
may be swingin’ the classics, a la Pg po aging ME ie and atrade|dresses in semi-baby frocks and is re-! 


One son, Dick, who flew in from 
the Coast on news of his father’s 


: ng-al : : ‘, |for music and shorts is designated.| death Saturday morning (6), is as- 
sway, streamlined or rippling, : k-| might be even more effective in : = | J ee dbeda 1 » 1S 

: encasnerehel corny salon music of | C00Ked up gon eos sew York pointing up the emphasis on the| While conjecture at the moment, | sociated with Scientific Films, 

the Lombardo-King style, or the | f25t, Inns cr Urrived by chartered | childish’ simulation. Balaban declaring it is too early to| headed by Jerry Fairbanks. This 

z 4 Ww 


company turns out shorts for Par 
release. The other son, Paul, is a 


|contact man with Mercer & Morris, 





activities, the other shorts. Running | music publishers. 





Bob Zurke’s Arthritis 


Band leader Bob Zurke is cure 
rently recovering from an illness dee 
scribed as arthritis at his home in 
New York. Pianist has been away 
from his band, which has played seve 
eral dates without him, for about a 
week. He'll be out at least several 
more days. 


Crew is scheduled for a _ one- 
nighter stretch before going into the 
Raymor Ballroom, Boston, May 10. 


YESTERDAY’S HIT 
TODAY'S REQUEST 


PRETTY BABY 


Recorded by 
SAMMY KAYE 
and His Orchestra 
on Victor 26164 
* * * 


BABY FACE 


Recorded by 
SAMMY KAYE 


on same record as above 








REMICK MUSIC CORP. 


RCA Building, New York City 
New York 
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NOTICE TO OUR FRIENDS IN THE ORCHESTRA AND 
ENTERTAINMENT FIELDS: 


We have always complied with Contacitaen’s Union 
rules and regulations and have employed Union men 
who were always satisfied with their working conditions. 
The Union has, for no satisfactory reason whatsoever. 
called our men off their jobs. 


We are ASCAP members and therefore our songs can- 


“ _—. ost-theatre, drop-in spot. not be restrained from being used. 

a © i 4 i ( s is e . e . 

arge socialite po ag Ee. We appeal to your fair-mindedness to give us your kin! 
Variety - 154 W. 46th St. - New York with production and pop ballads. cooperation as you have done in the past. 
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Networks Weaning 


Their Sustainers 


From Dependence on ASCAP Music 





Columbia and NBC have already 
started to apply the freeze-out treat- 
ment to musical numbers contained 
in the catalog of the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
publishers. Program departments 
of both networks are under instruc- 
tions to avoid whenever possible the 
use of ASCAP tunes in sustaining 
programs that originate in the net- 
works’ own studios, Preference in 
such cases will be given to music 
in the public domain and to what- 
ever popular numbers that Broad- 
cast Music, Inc., publishes. 





The networks will not make any | 


attempt, while they have ASCAP 
licenses, to dictate or influence the 
musical selections of commercial 
programs or dance band pickups 
from hotels and cafes, but they fig- 
ure on doing as much weaning away 
from the ASCAP repertoire as pos- 
sible within their organizations, if 
only for the moral effect it may 
have on the ASCAP membership. 
ASCAP publishers declare that the 
move does not disturb them. It will 
mean only that they will have to 
concentrate more for their plugs on 
current tunes on commercial pro- 
giam producers and remote dance 
bands, and that the royalty payoff 
within ASCAP will be based on a 
smaller total of network perform- 
ances. 
Salter Cancelled 

The webs’ new policy was respon- 
sible for the cancellation of an idea 
musical program featuring Harry 
Salter. The program, ‘The Song 


I'll Never Forget,’ was to start on | 
CBS last Sunday night (7) in the, 


8-8:30 spot. Salter was informed 
Thursday (4) that it had been de- 
cided not to put on any sustaining 
program that depended on ASCAP 
music. On Saturday Salter audi- 
tioned a record of the same program 
for NBC and he was told that while 
it was a good idea show the current 
situation with ASCAP made it ad- 
visable to pass up the program. 


John G. Paine, ASCAP general 





ASCAP’s F-M Terms 


Stations using frequency modu- 
lation facilities are being licensed 
by the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers 
on the basis of $1 for the period 
ending Dee. 31, 1940, 


This fee covers sustaining sere 
vice only, with the usual 5% ex- 
pected if the programs are come 
mercial and the station collects 
for such broadcasting, 


EXTRA STOCK ISSUED 
AS OBERSTEIN BONUS 


Albany, April 9. 
United States Record Corp., of 











| New York, has increased its capital 


stock from $115,000 to $117,000, ac- 
cording to papers filed with the sec- 
retary of state. 





The tilt represents 2,000 shares 
($1 par value), all of which has been 





given to Eli Oberstein, v. p, and 
general manager, as a bonus, The 
manufacturer proposes to do some 
more filing in Albany by May 1. It 
' will at that time merge the 57th St. 
| Studio Corp. and the Scranton 
| Record Manufacturing Corp. (its 
| pressing plant) with the parent 
' corporation, 





| Disks In 5-10 
| aialaaail from page 1______] 


| of the Woolworth stores for the past 
| seven years. Victor placed a record, 
|labeled as ‘Electra’ in 1930 which 
|sold for 20c. Several years previ- 
'ously the chain carried a ‘Gray Gull’ 
label whieh retailed for a quarter. 

| Music publishing industry’s imme- 
idiate reaction to the Woolworth- 








manager, declared last week that the | pecca deal was that it might be the 
new master contracts for broadcast- | precursor to the return of sheet mu- 
ing stations are being completed and sic to the same stores and that the 
that as soon as they have been print-| chain might agree to install racks 
ed the Society will start negotiating | containing the latest song releases 
terms with any broadcasters that | instead of resuming counter displays. 
want to do business at this time. In that way the chain would be able 
ASCAP expects a stalemate to! to maintain its required margin of 
prevail for a long period after the | profit and at the same time sell mu- 
contracts are made available. It an-| sic at approximately the same level 
licipates much hesitation among as other stores. 
NBC’s and Columbia’s affiliates, par- 
ticularly, and it won’t be surprised 


if these as a whole aren't heard | Music Notes 
| 





from until after the National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters’ San Fran- 
cisco convention, the week of Aug. 5. | 





Connie Lee sold her song, ‘Give 
Intimations were given last week Out With a Song,’ to Republic for 
that ASCAP has started to take ‘Gaucho Serenade.’ 
financial precautions in the event | — 
that it is still in a deadlock with the Eddie Ward writing original bal- 
networks after Dec. 31, 1940, when | let numbers for ‘Have It Your Own 
the present contracts expire. Instead | Way’ at RKO. 
of distributing all collections, after | ‘ 








New Jersey ASCAP Slap 


Off for This Session 


Trenton, April 9. 

Indications are that the  anti- 
ASCAP bill, which has been favor-. 
ably reported by the Assembly cor- 
porations committee, will be shelved 
for the current legislative session. 
Strong opposition to the measure 
has developed from several quar- 
ters. 

One of these is Assemblyman Lum 
of Morris, who scored it as poorly 
d.awn and incapable of enforcement. 
In his opinion it interferes with the 
Federal copyright law and is of 
doubtful legality. Assemblyman Ca- 
vicchia, leader of the Essex delega- 
tion in the House, stated that his 
group will fight the bill. 

The bill, a carbon copy of similar 
measures introduced in numerous 
state legislatures, would require all 
agents for copyright owners to reg- 
ister their works with the secretary 
of state and pay a tax of 5% on all 
gross receipts. Should the copyright 
holders attempt to withdraw their 
rights from the state the courts 
would have authority to set up an 


anti-monopoly committee to fix a 
scale of fees and issue licenses. 


PUBS MUM ON 
SYNC PRICES 


The major music publishers have 
adopted a policy of zealously guard- 
ing information about the prices 
they get from film producers for 
synchronization or song title rights. 
The producers as well as the pubs 
have reasons for keeping this info 
under cover. 

The pubs don’t want to be put in 
the position of having to explain to 
the writers why they didn’t get as 
much for a number as had been 
paid for another tune which in the 
inquiring writers’ opinion rates much 
lower than their own. The pubs 
prefer first to close the deal and 
wait until the quarterly statements 
are due to inform the writers about 
it. This arrangement could not pre- 
vail for works published after May 
31, 1937. Under the new standard 
writers contract the pub must con- 
sult the writer about the price on 
rights sold to film companies. 

As for the producers they would 
much prefer to keep all deals under 
cover since comparison of prices 








Bregman-Vocco-Conn Remonstrate 


With ASCAP on Availability Slash 


. 
ous | 
| Firm of Bregman, Vocco & Conn 

British Best Sellers | proposes to carry its pretest against 
(Week Ending March 16, 1940) , the slashes in rating given it by the 
ra | publishers availability committee to 
(In 6d (9c) Range) |the entire directorate of the Ameri- 








‘Seatterbrain’ ere rt eeees Day _can Society of Composers, Authors 
‘Who's Taking Home’....... Day and Publishers, and should it fail to 
; ee rena .-Maurice | get satisfaction within ASCAP the 


‘Somewhere France’,,..Maurice 


;next move will be to bring suit in 
‘Goes My Dream’.......Lassalle 


| the state courts. The partners Mon- 

‘Neath Shanty Town’...... Dash j|day (8) scored the committee's ac- 

‘Goodnight Children’,....Norris | tion in reducing the firm’s avail- 

‘Quartermaster’ ......Cavendish | ability points from 2,000 to 1,000 over 

‘Pray for YOu! .osiccscscocs sey | the period of a year as unfair to 

"TT GOR 6 5k Saceswasee Wright | them and indefensible as far as the 
(In 1/- (18c) Range) 'committee was concerned. 


‘18 Century Room... .Cinephonic The partners declared that they 


‘Deep Is Night’..........Prowse f . 
‘Over Rainbow’............. bes |S ee ee eo 


‘L ly Day’ Ch i lief allowed them under the ASCAP 
‘Gonein OY + eccccceces "Need bylaws before resorting to litigation. 
BECIEEE ocr cccccccveocses "= They felt sure that the committee 











could not justify its action in view 
(of the circumstances that for five 
| years, or before the catalog was pur- 
|chased from Donaldson, Douglas & 


Wayne King Annoyance 

a Gumble, the rating remained at 2,000 
a By Product of Feuding — The threesome held that 
> bs *m | they had largely been influenced into 
Over ASCAP in Wisconsin buying the catalog because of its 
|availability rating in the Society 
Milwaukee, April 9. | = that 0 ng vr slashing to ee 
After trailing him for 24 hours, | ‘Ne tating has been subjected smacks 
" ;| more of a conspiracy to damage than 
United States marshals finally caught | oy attempt to readjust an original 
up with Wayne King on the stage of | fault 
the Riverside theatre at matinee. . 
time Wednesday (3) and served him. 
with a subpoena that brought him 
before United States Court Commis- 
sioner Henry H. Bodenstab to testify 
regarding the authorship and owner- 
ship of the bandsman’s theme song 
‘The Waltz You Saved for Me.’ He 
said he and Gus Kahn had sold the 

copyright to Leo Feist. 


ee AN See 





Paull-Pioneer’s Status 


Through an_ inadvertence’ the 
Paull-Pioneer Music Co., was listed 
as having been given a boost in its 
availability rating for the past quar- 
ter in the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers. This 
increase was granted in the prior 
quarter, which raised that firm 

ASCAP had brought suit against | from 440 to 500 points. The tilt for 
Wiley M. Young, operator of a West | the Forster Music Co. took it from 
Allis nitery, and president of the | 9099 to 1,200 points, 

Tavern Music Protective Association | E, B. Marks last week argued for 


loin an the number without a boost in availability rating before 
Early in the week Fred R. Wright. | the publishers appeals board, which 


| consisted of Edwin H. Morris, Elliott 


legal rep for Young, had appeared se ; 
in federal court to request that pod Shapiro and the late Lou Diamond. 


Feist and ASCAP be restrained from | Marks himself is a regular member 
starting similar suits in Wisconsin, | °f the board and when he became 
but Judge F. Ryan Duffy (former | 29 appellant Morris, who is an al- 
U. S. senator, and author of the Duffy | te™»ate member of the board, was 
bill) declined to make an immediate | Tecruited to take his place. 

decision and took the matter under | 
advisement. Same court also aH ‘i + N 
similar cases under consideration and S$ 

when his decision is finally handed orowilz, uver Name 
down it May be wide enough to 


cover the several actions. Upon | Their Child: Mayfair 




















|motion by the tavern keeper’s rep, 
| Judge Duffy did set bond for ASCAP 
| at $500 to cover possible court costs. , 

Later Robert A. Hess, ASCAP’s 


Willie Horowitz and Abner Silver 
have adopted ‘Mayfair Music Corp.’ 
as the name for their firm, which 


in the publisher ranks themselves |l0cal counsel, filed three more actions 
are inclined to stir up the same/for alleged copyright infringement, 
questions that the pubs have been |two of them for Leo Feist. One was 
getting on the subject from writers. | against William Kohls, who runs the 
| Travelers’ Tavern in Sheboygan, 
| Wis., for playing ‘Josephine’ and an- 


|Other against James Esgamdarian, 
Dorsey Alters Personnel /operator of the Cudahy (Wis.) Spa, 


| for using the same number. Third 
action was started against Joseph | 


| contains the old Joe Davis catalog. 
|The name Joe Davis, Inc., reverts 
| per agreement to Davis himself. Rob- 
| bins Music Corp. had a subsidiary 
| tagged Mayfair Music Corp., but 

Jack Robbins agreed to let Horo- 

witz and Silver take over this dor- 
| mant title. 





Personnel of Tommy  Dorsey’s Charles Gordon becomes profes- 





ae 





overhead and the usual 10% for Eu- 
ropean affiliates are deducted, each 
quarter part of the income will be 
retained for a war chest. The divvy 
for the first quarter of 1939, which 
g0es out into the mails today 
(Wednesday), is about the same as 
it was for the like period of 1938, 
but a goodly piece of the collections 
is reported to have been put aside 
for emergency purposes. 





John Brennan and George Grandee 
writing three tunes for Neil Hamil- 


ton’s show at the San Francisco Fair, | 


showing motion pictures in the mak- 
ing. 


Franz Waxman gets the musical 
scoring job on ‘Boom Town’ at 
Metro, 





| Maurice Stoloff is doing the musi- 
cal score for ‘The Doctor Takes a 
| Wife’ at Columbia. 
Meredith Willson has 
lIvrics for Sousa’s ‘Liberty 
March,’ soon to be republished. 


composed 
Bell 





Richard Hageman signed to com- 
pose and conduct the musical score 
for the picture, ‘The Long Voyage 
‘Home.’ 











—— 











Just a Natural, Everyday Creat Song 


THE SINGING HILLS 


For Every Singer, for Every Orchestra 








By Burke 


KING CROSBY’S Novelty Sensation from his picture, “Road to Singapore” 


SWEET POTATO PIPER 


and Monaco 





Quaint and Lovable 


TINY OLD TOWN 


A Swell Ballad by Stanley Adams and Carmen Lombardo 





“Look Down My Rain Barr’I—Slide Down My Cellar Door” 


PLAYMATES 


Saxie Dowell’s successor to “Fishies"—A Dynamite Novelty ! 








SANTLY-JOY-SELECT, INC. 


1619 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 














band when it goes out on one- 
nighters after finishing a week at 
Shea's theatre, Buffalo, 
will be further changed. Down to 
and including the vocalists there will 
only be three of what might be 
termed the original Dorsey group 
still intact. Dorsey bowed out of 


Cedar Grove, N. J., on bass; Buddy 
Rich, drums; guitarist not yet named; 








Bunny Berigan, Jimmy Blake, Ray 


Linn (from Dean Hudson), Johnny 
| Billiard, trumpets; Les Jenkins, 
iGeorge Arus, Lowell Martin, trom- 
bones (‘making eight brass with 
Dorsey, first time he’s ever had that | 
many); Hymie Shertzer, Freddie | 
Stolz, Johnny Mince ‘the original | 
three), Don Lodice, Paul Mason, | 


saxes: Frank Sinatra, Connie Haines, | 
and the Pied Pipers (4) as vocalists. ! 
Lists 23 people in all. 





18 Vre. J As ASCAP Atty. 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers is 
New Jersey to its list of directly ad- 
ministered territories. 
from lawyer representation 
place Monday (15). 
rep in that state for 18 years. His 
one, since he will serve it in an ad- 
visory capacity for a year. His suc- 
cessor is Arthur Rosenkrantz, who 





will operate out of a Newark office. 


next week | 


the Paramount theatre, New York, 
last night ‘(Tuesday) after four | 
weeks and opens Friday (12) at 
Shea's. 

Band will list. Joe Bushkin, piano: | 
Cliff Dailey, brother of Frank| 
Dailey, owner of Meadowbrook, 


adding | 


The change | 
takes 


Samuel Hollander was the ASCAP 


resignation from ASCAP is a limited | 


| Pekel for celebrating Easter at his 
Colonial Inn in Manitowoc, Wis., by Monday (15). He has been with 
playing ‘Easter Parade.’ Sam Coslow. 

| Tony Scaler whose New York bar -- 
|; was target in a _ recent suit by 
| ASCAP, has settled out of court. 


sional manager of Mayfair this 





cleffed ‘Where the Prairie Meets the 
{Sky’ and ‘Gabby, the Lawyer,’ for 
| Edward Ward scoring ‘Have It! Universal's ‘Bad Man from Red 
Your Own Way’ at RKO. ' Butte.’ 











— 








I MILLS SONG-HIT SHOW ' 


' THE NATION’S NOVELTY CLICK ] 


MA! MA! Wt A J MA! MA! 


(He's Making Eyes At Me) 
Featured in the New UNIVERSAL PICTURE of the same title 











the HIT of their 


OLSEN and JOHNSON’S own song 
record-breaking _HELLZAPOPPIN 














Oh! GEE, Oh! GOSH, Oh! GOLLY 
’M IN LOVE 


* National HELLZAPOPPIN WEEK—April 21 * 













By NOEL GAY who gave you LAMBETH WALK 


RUN, RABBIT, RUN! 


From the London success, “The Little Dog Laughed” 


Already the TALK of TIN PAN ALLEY! 





JACK MILLS = 


1619 Broadway 
| New York, N. Y. 
— ae - 


"res. 


| MILLS MUSIC, Inc. ° 








Milton Rosen and Everett Carter _ 
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Padula, Long Knee-Deep in Labor 





Strife, Opening Non-Union Philly Spot 





Philadelphia, April 9. 

Arthur H. Padula, former operator 
of the Arcadia-International, who 
has been at odds with unions on 
many occasions in the past, will un- 
shutter the Anchorage, swanky East 
River Drive roadhouse, Friday (12) 
with an entire non-union setup. It 
lays at rest rumors that the spot was 
to be taken over by the Music Corp. 
of America for conversion into an al 
fresco dance spot with name bands. 


Padula said he had asked the 
musicians union to place the Anchor- 
age under a ‘C’ classification during 
the winter because biz was nil dur- 
ing that season, but was turned 
down. He said he had offered to 
pay $622 in back wages he owed 
Johnny Graff, whose orchestra 
played at the Anchorage last year, 
if the union would agree to the lower 
scale, but this too was rejected. 

The Anchorage is in a peculiar 
position to withstand any attack by 
a union. Since it is located in Fair- 
mount Park, any picketing in front 


of the spot is forbidden by law. In}. 


addition, much of the Anchorage’s 
patronage comes from the Blue 
Book set, which is notoriously anti- 
union here. Because most big-time 
entertainers are members of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
and would refuse to play with non- 
union musicians, Padula admitted 
he would be unable to book any 
name acts. The opening show will 
be the Carlos Ramos Rhumba band, 
plus a dance team, a line of girls 
and an m.c. 


On Tuesday (2) the last of the 24 
suits hanging over Padula since he 
folded the Arcadia-International in 
January, 1939, was settled. Judge 
Theodore Rosen in Common Pleas 
Court dismissed criminal proceed- 
ings against the youthful cafe op 
growing out of charges brought by 


two waiters that Padula had pock- | 
eted money which was deducted | 


Guy Perkins, Chicago 
Vaude Agent, Dies: 


Chicago, April 9. 

Guy Perkins, for the past 30 years 
a vaude agent here, died suddenly 
last week. He was 57. ~" 

Always on the RKO and Orpheum 
floor, he was associated for a num- 
ber of years with William Jacobs 
(now out of the business), but in the 
past few years had been operating 
independently. 


| Saranac Lake 














Saranac Lake, April 9. 


Happy Benway was rushed to Gen- 
' eral hospital here with double pneu- 
monia. 

Jack Edwards is coming along fine 
after several ops. 

Bobby Burke is back for more cur- 
ing. 

Eddie McDonald 1s leaving for 
home. 

Dorothy Meachem left for Daytona 
Beach, Fla. Ditto Carole Hartley, 
for Los Angeles. 

Dr. Rudolf Marx was tendered a 
| farewell party on his departure for 
Albany, N. Y. 

Milton Weeks just passed another 
birthday. 








| Miller Chorus Eyes Fair 


| Eddie Miller’s all-male chorus (16) 

| is angling for a spot at the New 

| York World’s Fair. One deal in ne- 
gotiation is at Mike Todd’s ‘Old New 
Orleans’. 


| William Morris office is agenting 
the group. 





from their wages for group insur-| Publishers for back license fees. In 


ance, 


addition Padula dropped his own 


Padula also settled out of court a/action against ASCAP in which he 
suit against him by the American! sued for $50,000 charging ‘conspiracy 
Society of Composers, Authors &/|to violate the anti-trust laws.’ 











OPENING MAY 25 
Thanks to 


Direction: PHIL OFFIN - 








SALICI PUPPETS 


Just Completed a Year’s Engagement for 


TIVOLI CIRCUIT, AUSTRALIA 
LOEW’S STATE, New York, Opening April 11 


SEVENTH RETURN 
Thanks to SIDNEY PIERMONT 


Golden Gate International Exposition, 
San Francisco 


ENGAGEMENT 





Unit Review 











Elman’s tielibs Lobby 


(TOWERS, CAMDEN, N. J.) 
Camden, N. J., April 4. 

Dave Elman with Jimmy Smith, 
Hardy Whiteley, Arthur Williamson, 
Ken Harvey, Glenn Camp, Lynn 
Borden, Curtis White, Gina Valente, 
Ida Porbey, Large & Morgner, Nash 
& Evans, Frank Luther, Job Mile- 
kof's House Orch; ‘Escape to Para- 
dise’ (RKO). 





Dave Elman tees off his personal 
appearance tour here with 10 of the 
best hobby lobbyists who appeared 
on his radio program, which folded 
last week after three years. It’s en- 
tertaining fare, somewhat on the 
Major Bowes style, which should 
click in houses catering to family 
trade. The unit is a potpourri of 
talented amateur vocalists, instru- 
mentalists, comedians and a touch of 
the circus sideshow. To put a little 
speed to the show Elman has added 
a couple of professionals. 

As the curtain rises, the lobbyists 
are seen seated on stage under a 
banner marked ‘Fels Naphtha Chips’ 
(the program’s former bankroller). 
Elman came on in a hurry with a 
script tucked under his arm which 
he didn’t discard throughout the 
show. (He explained later that he 
went on without rehearsal.) 

First lobbyist to do his stuff is 
Jimmy Smith, Negro janitor, whose 
forte is banging out tunes on soup 
plates. Using a pair of shoetrees he 
does a satisfactory job with ‘Oh 
Johnny,’ and brings giggles with his 
naive answers to Elman’s questions 
at a mike interview. Hardy Whiteley 
also brings guffaws with his bit—a 
collection of sneezes from the coy, 
suppressed type to the hearty let- 
yourself-go variety. Followed by 
Arthur Williamson, of Camden, who 
got a big hand as he played several 
classical numbers on _ the_ piano 
despite the fact that all his fingers 
had been amputated in his youth. 

Ken Harvey is mildly entertaining 
with his banjo, which is hooked to 
an amplifying device that gives the 
instrument great volume. The ban- 
joist is a pro, but his invention of 
the amplifier puts him in the hobby- 
ist class. Glenn Camp's contribution 
provides the human interest to El- 
man’s troupe. He has two dogs, 
one blind. The sighted one picks 
out tunes on a small piano, while 
the blind dog pounds a bass drum. 
They go offstage, with the seeing 
mutt leading his blind pal. 

Lynn Borden has definite possibili- 
ties as a comic. He’s a tall, lanky, 
deadpan lad whose hobby is telling 
‘unfunny jokes. The gags and 
poems delivered in a slow drawl 
brought plenty of belly laughs. 

Curtis White’s hobby is a Rube 
Goldberg type of gadget which he 
claims amplifies sound 100,000 fold. 
The sound of ants walking across a 
sheet of paper sounds like the tramp- 
ing of an army in hob-nailed shoes. 
Gorden acts as stooge to and puts 
a light touch in what might be a dry 
bit of stage biz. 

Little six-year-old Gina Valente 
is the show stopper. A cute moppet 
in curls, she plays the piano like a 
veteran. With plenty of poise and 
stage presence, the gal pounded out 
an ‘original’ composition, ‘My Hap- 
piness,’ and a zippy tune called 
‘Gina’s Swing.’ She encores with 
‘Scatterbrain’ on a piano accordion. 
This act might bring objections in 
States which have child labor taboos. 

Ida Porbey provides the only sex 
appeal to the unit. She’s a blonde 
looker who comes on stage in a 
pair of black shorts. Her act is of 
circus sideshow variety. Although 
weighing but 95 pounds, she defies 
anyone to lift her from the ground. 
At show caught three men in the 
audience tried to pick her up for a 
$50 prize offered by Elman: none 
succeeded. Then the three of them 
tried to pick her up together and 
failed. It’s done by muscular con- 
trol, Miss Porbey says. 

Large and Morgner are pros. They 
are one-legged acrobats who are 
plenty clever and clicky in their 
standard routine. 

Elman’s stage technique needs 
brushing up since his style is strictly 
geared to the broadcasting studio. 
The unit could also use some more 
s.a. Outside acts on the bill were 
Nash and_ Evans, _rope-twirling 
hoofers, and Frank Luther, singer. 
Music provided by Joe Milekof’s 
house band, working on stage. 

Biz fair at show caught (Thursday 
night). Shal, 


Miss. Tax Bill 


Jackson, Miss., April 9. 
A heavy privilege tax on night 
clubs in Mississippi would be levied 
under a bill introduced in the state 
legislature at Jackson. Bill calls for 
a sliding scale levy, $100 on clubs 











TO SEPTEMBER 30 


G. PISANI 


- + Radio City, New York |) 
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with gross income under $2,000 a 
year, and jumps $100 per class as the 
gross income climbs each $2,000. 
Maximum is $1,200 on an income of 
more than $20,000. 

For those failing to make a report 


of their grosses, the maximum of! 


$1,200 would apply. 


AGVA’s Pitt Local 


Pittsburgh, April 9. 


AGVA has granted a branch char- 
ter to a group of Pittsburgh enter- 
tainers. Thomas E. Kelly, of Philly, 
opened headquarters for the AFL 
affiliate here a few days ago. 


Today (Tuesday) Kelly is sched- 
uled to meet with city’s agents for 
a preliminary discussion of union- 
ization matters, with a general or- 
ganization meeting called for Sun- 
day (14), 








Gourfain to Chi 


Harry Gourfain, producer of the 
stage shows at the Strand, N. Y., 
left Sunday (7) for Chicago to catch 
Wayne King’s orchestra, current at 
the Chicago there. At the same 
time he will visit his father, now 80, 
who lives in Chi. 


King plays Indianapolis before 
coming into the N. Y. Strand, which 
will mark his initial appearance on 
Broadway. 


e15 YEARS AGOece 


(From Variety) 














There were 3,000,000 booze joints 
throughout the U. S., compared to 
the 177,000 in 1920. Ineffectiveness 
of prohibition thus shown. 





George Jean Nathan a bride- 
groom! It was unbelievable, but 
nevertheless the impending truth. 
And the critic’s bride was to be Lil- 
lian Gish, the screen star. 





Some unpleasant experiences that 


legit had had with picture com-! 


panies was behind the sale of only 
14 legiters to films. 





‘Kiki,’ the David Belasco stage hit, 
in which Lenore Ulric played on 
Broadway for three seasons, was 
bought for filming by Joseph 
Schenck. Connie Talmadge slated 
for lead. 





Ebullient students were responsi- 


ble for plenty of headaches to thea- | 


tre managers in London. At the 
New Oxford aione the bill for 
crockery amounted to $1,000. 





A London phonograph company 
closed deal whereby three shows 
playing in the West End were guar- 
anteed royalties on a total of 1,000,- 
000 records, generally claimed to be 
the biggest guarantee ever made by 
such a concern. The three shows, 
musicals, were ‘Rose Marie, ‘No, No 
Nanette’ and ‘Natja.’ 





A record itinerary was scheduled 
for Jascha Heifetz, young violinist, 
who was leaving on a two-year 
world tour. 


§ NABE HOUSES 
IN PITT TRY 
VAUDE 


—.. 


Pittsburgh, April 9. 

Harris Amus. Co. has decided to 
experiment for a month with vaude 
in six of its local nabe stands, Each 
house will get a unit for one day a 
week, giving each of the shows a 
full stanza right in town. Tee-of 
was with ‘Hollywood Doubles’ show, 
with Emerson’s Mountaineers, Cappy 
Barra harmonica band and Radio 
Rubes slated to follow in turn. Spots 
booked only through April, with 
four-week showing expected to de- 
termine future policies. Eddie Sher- 
| man buying the shows from N.Y. 

Harris houses scheduled for the 
experiment are Beechview, Monday; 
William Penn, Tuesday; Perry, 
Wednesday; Liberty, Thursday; 


Manos in Jeanette, Friday, and 
Denis, Saturday. 


Ted Elders’ Boxing 
Kangaroo Killed In 
Fall; Mpls. City Sued 


Minneapolis, April 9. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Elder, owners of 
Peter the Great, boxing kangaroo 
that performed at the Builders’ show 
in the Auditorium here recently, ara 
| seeking $75,000 from the city, claim- 
jing that the animal died as the re- 
sult of a broken tail after a six-foot 
| fall in an Auditorium elevator. Gan- 
' grene set in after the tail was broken, 
it’s claimed. 
| The city attorneys’ staff want the 
body examined to determine whether 
the broken tail actually caused 
|death. An autopsy by a veterinary 
has been suggested. The body al- 
ready has been turned over to a 
taxidermist to be mounted for the 
public library here and they don’t 
know whether the desired examina- 
tion will be possible. 
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Mort Downey and Happy Felton’s 


Short Payoffs 


Morton Downey and Happy Fel- 
ion’s band, co-headlining the vaude 
show at the new Empire, Syra- 
cuse, last week, left there Thurs- 
day night (4) without their full 
salaries, getting 90-day promis- 
sory notes for the balance. Two 
other acts in the show, Dick, 
Don and Dinah, and Raymond Wil- 
bert, likewise left the upstate N. Y. 
town with short payoffs, but Arthur 
Fisher, booker of the house, stated 
Monday (8) that he made complete 
restitution to them in N. Y. Downey 
has around $750 coming to him; Fel- 
ton, around $400. 

There are conflicting stories re- 
garding the incomplete payoffs to 
Downey and the Felton band, but it’s 
known that Bob Crosby, whose band 
opened at the house Friday (5), 
spotted his own man in the theatre’s 
bexoffice to insure full payment. 
Also, Fisher states that he hasn’t 
booked a show for the house for next 
week (12) and won’t service the spot 
until operator Charles Martina, an 
upstate N. Y. indie exhibitor, gets 
his setup and some mechanics’ liens 
completely straightened out. 

One report from Syracuse about 
last week’s show states that Mar- 
tina became involved in an auto- 
mobile accident near Auburn and 
was taken to his home in Albion, 
with the talents’ paychecks in his 
pocket. The house manager didn't 
have sufficient money to pay off in: 
full and added 90-day promissory 
notes, but non-interest bearing. 

According to Fisher, however, the 
short payoff to Felton was because 
the latter failed to live up to his 
contract of furnishing an entertain- 
ment personnel of 18 people. In- 
stead, Fisher claims, Felton showed 
up with only 14. The booker added 


that Felton ‘positively would not get | 


the full amount because he cheated.’ 
Fisher also had something to say 
about Downey, claiming that 
singer appeared in other Syracuse 
spots without the theatre’s permis- 
sion, which was in direct violation 
to his contract. Fisher stated that 
he’s looking into the Downey mat- 
ter before committing Martina to a 
ful] payoff. 
MCA’s Contradiction 


Music Corp. of America, which 
agented Downey and Felton, con- 
tradicts Fisher's story about Felton, 
claiming that the latter showed up 
with his full complement of musi- 
cians and only minus one girl. MCA 
also states that it had not been in- 


formed by either Fisher, Martina or | 


Downey about the latter making 


other appearances in Syracuse. Be- | 
sides, MCA states, if there were any | 


questionable circumstances, why 
were both Felton and Downey given | 
promissory notes? 

Current week is the third of the | 
vaudfilm operation of the Empire, | 
former burlesque house, by Martina, | 
who opened it in opposition to) 
Shine’s Strand there. First show in 
the spot was headed by Gene Krupa, 
who was in on a guarantee and per- 
centage, but the latter 
reached. The house also lost coin 


with the Downey-Felton show, bui| 


is doing okay currently with the 
Crosby band. Acts with the latter 
are Rufe Davis, Masters and Rollins 
and Rosalind Gordon. 





Stagehands Stick 


Syracuse, April 9. 

Disquieting rumors of an impend- 
ing blowup of labor difficulties at 
the New Empire, vaudfilmer now in 
its third week of operation here. 
were vigorously denied yesterday 
(Monday) by George Robertson, head 
of the stagehands local. Robertson 
admitted there had been threats of 


such action last Saturday (6), when} 


neither the stagehands, ushers and 
other employees of the house re- 
ceived their weekly salaries. The 
house manager explained, however, 


that he was unable to pay off solely , starting April 18 in conjunction with | 


because Charles Martina, owner and 
operator of the house, had been in- 
jured in an automobile accident on 
his way to Syracuse. 

After a checkup revealed that 
Martina had really been injured, but 
was expected to recover in time to 
arrive here this week, Robertson 


cooled off the hotter heads in his | 


the | 


wasn't | 


at Empire, Sy cuse 
"Nother Comeback? 


Detroit, April 9. 

Vaudeville seems to be catching 
on among the nabes, while down- 
town Detroit remains vaudeless in 
its major houses. Three weeks ago 
the Harper, of the Wisper & Wets- 
man chain, put in six acts of variety 
as an Easter bill. 

The attendance was so good the 
house decided to keep vaude with 
its regular double-features as an at- 
traction on Friday, Saturday, Sun- 
day and Monday nights. This week 
the chain extended the policy, 
Switching the cast over from the 
four days at the Harper into the 
Tuxedo, biggest nabe in the High- 
land Park area, to fill out a full 
week. 


AGVA Asks Equity 
For $12,500 Loan: 
First Got $20,000 


American Guild of Variety Artists, 
the vaude union formed last summer 
when the American Federation of 
Actors was disenfranchised, has re- 
quested Equity for a loan of $12,500 
to aid its organizing work. It would 
be the second advance to AGVA by 
Equity, which, with Chorus Equity, 
loaned the union $20,000 soon after 
it was formed. It is one of the items 
that caused the council to decide to 
look into such matters and seek the 
financial status of The Associated 
| Actors and Artistes of America, an- 
|other creditor of Equity. 

Appeal of AGVA was referred to 
the economy and efficiency commit- 
tee, which will make a recommen- 
| dation one way or another. Prob- 
‘lem appears to be whether Equity 
| should grant the additional loan on 
ithe grounds that, by so doing, it 
might hasten the date when the 

















| would be returned. 


AGVA’S CHI LOCAL PUTS 
OF OFFICERS 


Chicago, April 9. 
Slate of officers for Chicago local 
of American Guild of Variety 
Artists has 
AGVA nominating committee. Ticket 
puts up Jack Irving for president, 





UP SLATE 


| Willis Shore as first vice-president, 


with Sandy Lang, Billy Carr, Boots 
| Brae and Bernie Green v. p.’s Nos. 
| 2, 3, 4 and 5. 

Chuck Wilson is listed for record- 


as treasurer, with the board to in- 
| clude Bert Nolan, Bruce Jorden, 
' Carl Marx, Ralph Cook, Winnie Hov- 
|eler, Bill Baird, Jack Warner, Bill 
Talent, John Armstrong, Jimmy 
Harvey, Jack Dwortz, Margaret 
Faber, Cookie Seidel, Molly Manor 
and Connie Fanslau. 

Regular election meeting of local 
AGVA will be held April 30. 





Cantor-Jessel to Get 
Breakin Prior to N. Y. 





money, including the original loan, | 


been named by the! 


ing secretary and Vincent Gottschalk | 
; present, and the Camerons’ bodies, | 





Camerons 


Continued from page 2 














were on the mainland at the time of 
the fire, had first been robbed and 
then their home set on fire to cover 
up the crime. After the fire, the 
Camerons converted the boathouse 
into their home. 

Cameron was then successfully 
operating the Casino in Clayton, a 
large dancehall restaurant. He 
opened the elaborate DeWitt nitery 
in Syracuse, however, around 1937 
and lost a lot of money. Another 
serious setback was suffered in the 
big Ohio Valley flood a couple of 
years ago, when his large horse farm 
near Louisville, managed by a rela- 
tive, was completely wiped out. 

Friends in New York, however, 
claim that ‘Pop’s’ happy-go-lucky 
spirit was not broken until ‘Mom’s’ 
health began to fail three years ago. 
Possibly due to the series of re- 
' verses, she became a nervous wreck. 
The couple were greatly devoted to 
one another and ‘Pop’ is said to have 
taken her failing health very hard. 
This concern, rather than any other, 
may have brought about the suicides, 
friends believe. 

A Favorite Host 


Cameron, who was born Cameron 
T. McNutt and first headed an act 
called The Cycling McNutts, was one 
of the best-known actor-hosts in the 
show business. The Camerons’ is- 
land home, a large place built of 
fieldstone, was always jammed with 
guests, both w.k. and obscure. It was 
an especially favorite spot during 
prohibition, with Cameron taking his 
friends over to the Canadian side 
for refreshments. He never, how- 
ever, permitted anybody to bring 
bottled stuff back with them, not 
wanting to violate the friendship and 
confidence of the U. S. Customs men 
in that area. 

The Four Camerons were com- 
posed of both parents, their daugh- 
ter, Cammie, and first one and then 
another adopted son. First boy they 
adopted was. David; then Louis after 
David left the act. Cammie married 
a musician-comic named Sargent 
(and Marvin) and for awhile they 
did a two-act on the same bills as 
the Four Camerons, both turns merg- 
ing for an afterpiece. They eventu- 
ally divorced and Cammie a few 
vears ago married a Chicago doctor. 
This marriage also wound up in a 
divorce. 

‘Pop’ Cameron was known as a 
practical joker and ‘insulter’ off the 
stage, and was the terror of theatre 
managers and stagehands, merciless- 
ly ribbing both. One. of his closest 





| friends in the business was Lou 
'Golder, former Keith agent and 
|Stanley booker, now with Warner 
|Bros. It was Golder 

| brought Pop to the Thousand Is- 
lands. 


The Camerons had not worked in 
vaude since 1934, last appearing in 
a John Hickey-Harry Anger unit 





N. Y. St. Regis’ Setup 


Hal Saunders’ band from ‘Two for 
the, Show,’ current Broadway mu- 
sical, and formerly in the first edi- 
tion of ‘Hellzapoppin’, will be the 
No. 1 maestro z*op the Hotel St. 
Regis’ Viennese Roof (N. Y.) when 





it opens its summer season May 3.' 
For the past two seasons Joe Rines | 


held forth there. 


Gaston Lauryssen, St. Regis man- 
aging director, meantime also re- 
signed Paramount director James 
Mitchell Leisen to put on a ‘Holly- 
wood Presents’ 
Parker and Billy Daniels will again 
be featured, as they were in last 
summer’s Leisen revue. 

Daniels is assisting in staging the 
dances, whereas LeRoy Prinz for- 
merly put them on. 





Morris, MCA 


Tell Chi Reps 


To Nix EMA 





The William Morris office and Mu- 
sic Corp. of America both last week 
instructed their Chicago offices not 
to join the Entertainment Managers 
Assn. in that city. The EMA of 
Chi, long dormant, was recently re- 
vived and has been expanding to 
take in all vaude and nitery reps for 





bargaining purposes with the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists. 

Both the Morris office and MCA 
instructed their Chicago reps that 
the offices are members of the Ar- 
tists Representatives Assn. in N. Y., 
and, as such, have been franchised 
by AGVA, precluding any necessity 
for the Chi branches to join any 
other group. 

AGVA has franchised 64 agency- 
members of the ARA and 42 associ- 
ates. Agents and associates fran- 
chised follow: 

Agents 
Charles H. Allen, Frank C. Allen, 





Jr., Harry Ames, Thomas Ball, Her- 
man Bernie, Inc., Harry Bestry, Ber- 
nard Burke, Irving Charnoff, Herman 


who first| Citron, Pauline Cooke, Phil Coscia, 


Jack Davies, William Dell & Lew 
Sharp, A. & B. Dow, Frank Duncan, 
Herman Fialkoff, F.&M. Stageshows, 
Inc., Bernie Foyer, Senia Gamsa, Billy 
Goldie, Harry Green, Abner J. Gresh- 


called ‘Bottoms Up’ on the Interstate ‘ler, Charles C. Grohs, Al Grossman, 


time in Texas. Since then ‘Pop’ 





;Cameron had _ concerned himself 
|strictly with the nitery and other 
| interests which eventually dissipated 
| what was once a sizable fortune. 

| Their presence in Boynton, Fla., 
| was explained by a lunchroom they 
| were operating there. There were 
only simple funeral services in the 
little Florida town, with no friends 


las per a request in a note they left 
|for the authorities, were cremated. 
} 
| 


2 COMERFORD VAUDERS 


IN PA. GO STRAIGHT PIX 











Arthur Grossman, Alex Hanlon, Mark | 


Hanna, Henry W. Herrman, Inter- 
national Attractions, Inc., Billy Jack- 
son, Bert Jonas, Tom Kennedy, Wil- 
liam Kent, Harry Kilby, Mark J. 
Leddy, William Liebling, Jack Man- 
del, M. C. A. Artists, Ltd., William 
Miller, William Morris Agency, Inc., 
Roger E. Murrel, Harry Nathano, 
Meyer North and Joseph Flaum, 
Phil Offin, Harry Pincus and Sam 
Berk, G. M. Quinton, Albert Rickard, 
Edward Riley, Roxanne, Hal Sands, 


floor show. Mary | 


AGVA Asking Screen Actors’ Help 
In Battle Against 5% Booking Fee 


With the negotiations between the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
and the vaudeville circuits still stale- 
mated over the issue of the 5% book- 
ing commission, the union is now 
seeking to bring pressure on the 
major film distributing companies 
through Hollywood, Henry Jaffe, who 
besides being the AGVA counsel also 
is attorney for various of the union's 
affiliates, including the Screen Ac- 
tors Guild, flew to the Coast over 
the weekend and will try to enlist 
SAG’s aid in the tussle. 


SAG’s council was slated to hold 
| its regular meeting Monday night (8) 
and Jaffe was expected to appear 
to outline the AGVA-vaude situation 
/and appeal for help, but no word has 
been obtained as to what, if any, ac- 
tion resulted. Despite its public 
statements about ‘full and complete 
co-operation’ with AGVA, it’s re- 
garded as questionable that SAG will 
participate in the situation. 


AGVA’s efforts to force Billy Rose 
'to sign a contract for the Diamond 
Horseshoe, N. Y., nitery, have been 
stymied. Talent for the spot, com- 
posed almost entfrely of chorus 
members, has refused to walk out, 
so the union is sitting back until 
Rose tries to put on his shows at the 
World’s Fair and the Golden Gate 
expo, when it intends to tie up the 
principals and thus force him to 
come to terms on all his spots. 


AGVA last weekend moved its na- 
tional offices from 2 W. 45th street 
to 1650 Broadway, New York. Idea 
was to obtain larger quarters and 
also to bring the office nearer Times 
Square. 








No Coast Restrictions 


Hollywood, April 9. 
It was disclosed Monday that li- 
censes drafted for agents by the 
| American Guild of Variety Artists 
| will not confine operations of agents 
|to any one of five classifications. 
Bookers, however, would be licensed 
for that bracket and will not be 
franchised to operate as actors reps. 
Henry Jaffe, AGVA counsel, is here 
from New York to talk over the 
franchises with the local group. Only 
serious objection to licensing agree- 
ment was removed when it was an- 
nounced that legit agents would not 

| be restricted to that classification. 


Royal Paim Folds Up 
In Miami Anti-Gambling 
Drive; Publisher Cited 


Miami, April 9. 

Royal Palm Club, Miami’s largest 
nitery, closed last week (1), after 
paying entire show full week’s sal- 
ary. Arthur Childers, operator of 
the club, refused to give any reason 
for the shutdown and would not 
comment on any possibility of a re- 
opening. In past years Royal Palm 
has operated all summer. 

Request for a temporary injunction 
against the club, to halt ‘further 
cheating’ on the no-gambling edict of 
the state attorney general’s office, 
| was filed here March 23, At a hear- 














David S. Samuels, Ben Shanin, Ed- |ing before circuit Judge Gomez on 
ward Sherman, Louis Shurr, John | Thursday (4) a temporary injunction 


| 


Singer, Eddie Smith Agency, William | 


was handed down, restraining 10 in- 


| Shilling, Taps Agency, Max Tishman, | dividuals and the operating corpora- 
| Billy Van, Harold Ward, Al Wilson, | chance on the premises. 


Capitol, Wilkes-Barre, and Capi-| 


tol, Scranton, Pa., both Comerford 


George Wood. 
Associates 
Michael Aldrich, Al Allen, Milton 


split-week vaudfilmers, went straight | Berger, Sam Berk, Phil Bloom, Al K. 


pictures this week for the balance of 
the spring and summer seasons. 
They’)] rcopen in the fall. 


| Eddie Sherman booked both spots. | 





| The Eddie Cantor-George Jessel | 


show set for the Capitol, New York, 


| Cantor's first Metro film, ‘40 Little 
_ Mothers,’ will get a one-day breakin 
iat the State, Hartford, Tuesday (16). 
/Unit will play the indie house, 
| booked by Eddie Sherman, on a 
‘straight percentage. Gracie Barrie 
| will also be in it. 

| State, Hartford, otherwise plays 


| 
| Willie, West and McGinty are not 


illie, West, McGinty To 
Stay in England for Date 





coming back to the U. S. after all, 
| remaining in England with a sum- 
mer’s contract from George Black at 
the Blackpool seaside resort. It had 
, been presumed that they would re- 


organization and everyone promised | yaude only on Friday, Saturday, | turn for the comedy berth in Billy 


to go along until Martina was able 
to sign the necessary checks for the 
payrolls. 





Abe Lyman outfit supposed to 
have been booked direct for the 
entire summer at Barbary Coast 
concession at New York World's 
Fair. 


| Sunday and Monday of each week. 
| Don Albert, WHN’s musical direc- 
|tor, is whipping together a band of 
/20 men to play the Cantor show at 
‘the Capitol. It’s reported that Al- 
‘bert will hold the band together 
after that appearance for possibly 
other theatre and dance engage- 


‘ments. 


| Rose’s ’Frisco Aquacade. Last year 
they opened at the Aquacade at the 

|N. Y. World’s Fair, but left in mid- 

' summer for London appearances. 

| Rose still hasn’t got a comedy turn 

| for ’Frisco, but has set Frank Libuse, 


| current in his Diamond Horseshoe The interlocutory decree was regis- | completion. 


initery in N. Y., for the Flushing 
j water show. 





| 


Dow, John F. Dugan, Fred Elswit, 
Harry Engel, Joseph Flaum, William 
R. Goodheart, Dick Henry, Miles In- 
galls, May Johnson, David Jonas, Nat 
Kalcheim, Jesse Kaye, Jack Klotz, | 
Richard W. Krakeur, Ben Kuchuk, 
Lester Laden, Irving P. Lazar, 
Charles Miller, William Morris, Leon } 
Newman, O. L. Oz, James Picchiani, 
Sam Rauch, Stanley Rayburn, Max | 
Roth, Manie Sacks, Sol Shapiro, Lew | 
Sharp, Samuel Shayon, Paul Small, 
W. H. Stein, Joe Sully, S. E. Tepper, 
Martin Wagner, 
David A. Werblin, Lou Wolfson. 


Peabody's $425 Alimony 


Los Angeles, April 9. 
Eddie Peabody’s wife was granted 
a final decree of divorce with $425 








tered a year ago. 
Curently Peabody is in Chicago. 


| that 





Sam__ Weisbord, | 


Interesting sidelight on the case is 
Ruebin Ciein, publisher of 
Miami Life, was slapped with a con- 
tempt of court action as a result of a 
headline, ‘Mob Says Judge Gomez 
Fixed,’ which appeared in the sheet. 
Action was started by G. A. 


| Worley, state attorney, and is the 


outgrowth of story in Clein’s rag 
purporting to show ‘the mob’ was 


| confident Judge Gomez would not . 


rule against the Royal Palm Club. 





N. Y. Aquacade Preview 
To Benefit Prison Church 


' Performers in Billy Rose’s Aqua- 
,cade at the New York World's Fair 
| will do a benefit for the inmates of 
| Clinton prison, Dannemora, N. Y., at 
|the Fair on May 10, the day before 
it opens. Proceeds of the special 
| preview will go towards completion 
of the Church of the Good Thief, St. 
_Dismas, at the prison, 
| Church has been under construc- 


|'monthly alimony for three years.'tion for a year but lacks funds for 


Committee of theatri- 
|cal, radio and newspapermen is help- 
‘ing raise the necessarv monev 
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HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 





STRAND, N. Y. 





Eddy Duchin’s Orch with June | 
Robbins, Lew Sherwood, Stanley | 
Worth, Johnny MacAfee; Gil Lamb, | 
Lewis & Van, The Del Rios (3);! 
‘It All Came True’ (WB), reviewed ' 
in this issue. 





The pit band cycle at the Strand | 
and Paramount = on 
reached the point some time ago 
where production counted for some- 
thing in selling the name orchs. The 
musical outfits have been getting | 
more and more dressing in both 
spots, and currently Harry Gourfain | 
hits the production peak thus far. 

It’s possible that the Strand’s pres- 
ent pit setup may set a vogue, which, 
in the long run of competition, will 
prove pretty expensive for both band 
houses, but the lustre it adds to the 
Eddy Duchin band _ is unmistake- 
able. A gigantic, white prop plano 
serves as the bandstand, with 
Duchin’s own instrument spotted in 
a graceful cutout in the center, and, 
with added scenic emoluments and 
good lighting, is the neatest stage | 
picture either the Strand or Par | 
has come up with thus far in the his- 
tories of their present policies. Now, 
if only both houses can get the musi- 
cians to don makeup, the showman- 
ship picture may be complete. 

Duchin’s orch is a proven enter- 
tainment factor in a theatre, both 
from the standpoint of music and 
musician-specialties. However, one 
of the band’s strongest features is 
Duchin’s own ivory-tickling—which 
makes it all the more surprising that 
Duchin holds back until only a few 
minutes before the finale. Then he 
delivers one number and a medley | 
for socko applause, but he could con- | 
tribute a bit of something up ahead 
to give the show more balance. 

As for his specialties, all get across. 
June Robbins is a succulent blonde, 
more personable than she is a 
singer, but enough of the latter ap- 
parently to win an audience. Lew 
Sherwood, who is a good comedy 
singer as well as an ace trumpeter, 
does very well with comedy twists 
on ‘El Rancho Grande’ and ‘Chiri 
Biri Bin’; which they recorded: bari- | 
tone Stanley Worth gets by with a 
couvle of tunes, 944 Johnny Mac- 
Afee, sax, also gets over with ‘Basin 
Street Blues.’ 

There’s confliction in the three 
added acts, two of them, Lewis and | 
Van, and Gil Lamb, being on the | 
hoof. It gives the show a slow im- 
pression, though running only 56 
minutes. While Lamb is a comedy 
dancer, he’s not helped any by the 
fast stair and challenge-tapping of 
the male team up ahead. Lamb’s 
‘omedy talk and the harmonica play- | 
ing of Tommy Sanford are the fac- | 
tors that helped finally to gain an | 
impression on the audience opening 
night (Friday). 

The Del Rios, two men and a girl, 
are also somewhat on the dancing | 
side, althouch their forte is a routine 
of great balancing tricks. They’ve ap- 
peared in nearly every house on 
Broadway. but this audience ac- 
cevted them as something new and 
gave them the highest applause mark | 
of the show. | 

Business at the last show opening | 
night was about 75%. Scho. | 
ee | 
| 











New Empire, Sy’cuse |i" 





Syracuse, April 6. 
Bob Crosby Orch with Bobcats, 
Marion Mann; Rufe Davis, Masters 
& Rollins. Rosalind Gordon, “Rancho 
Grande’ (Rep.). 





Bob Crosby’s_ orchestra 
locally with its showmanship and 
versatility in a meaty program. On 


stage as a human backdrop for the , 
supporting program. | 


well-rounded 
unit works with smoothness and 


polish through the hour-long pro- | 


duction. 

Crosby himself, though his prin- 
cipal contributions are as emcee 
and the rendition of a couple of 
vocals, is personable, works easily 


and lends a note of class to the whole | 


layout. A few novelties, minus the 
raucousness on which so many musi - 
cal units depend, help sell the band 
with a minimum of effort. 

Orch opens show with ‘Sugarfoot 


Stom»’ and ‘Between 18th and 19th | 


on Chestnut Street,’ numbers that 
win over the jitterbugs and the more 
matured as well. Then, after intro- 
ducing the next turn, Rosalind Gor- 
don, Crosby fades to give the gal 


the spot. Tap dancer goes over 
neatly. 
Marion Mann, brunet’ eyeful. 


vocalist with the unit, takes over to 
register solidly with torchy ‘All 
Things You Are’ and in encores. 
Masters and Rollins, man and girl, 
don’t really hit their stride until they 
stop their patter and settle down to 
dancing. He does a neat softshoe 
routine, giving dance versions of 
various personalities. She joins him 
in an Astaire-Rogers takeoff that’s 
good for many laughs. 

Crosby then brings three members 
of the orchestra down front for their 
funny version of the Sally Rand fan 
dance. Maestro gives out with 
pleasant vocalizing, offering ‘Singing 
Hills’ and ‘Sweet Potato Piper.’ In- 
troduces a quartet from the band as 
the ‘All-American Four,’ and they 
jive, instrumentally, in a rhythmic 
version of ‘Oh, Lady Be Good.’ Rest 
of the Bobcats, the orch within the | 
orch, move up front to joint the four ' 


Broadway | that he has been in films, but even 


‘Helene Denizon, 


scores | 


in a couple of numbers which had 
the swing fans bouncing in their 
seats. Ray Bauduc on the drums, in 
particular, scored high. He encores 
with Bobby Haggart, bass. ; 
Rufe Davis, hillbilly comedian, 
provides a socko number with his 
cwn particular brand of musical 


nonsense, in which he incorporates a 


melange of imitations which had the 
audience roaring. There is con- 
siderable repetition of the statement 


without that background he is good 
enough to go over any place. 
House fair when caught. Soff. 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, April 6. 

Four Ambassadrettes, Two 
Zephyrs, Jimmy Shields, Medley & 
Dupree (3), Helene Denizon, with 
Andrew, Dewald and Madeline; 
Larry Flint House Orch.; ‘Lone Wolf 
Strikes’ (Col) and ‘Boots and Sad- 
dles’ (Rep). 





Good assortment of variety here 
this week, with dancing the keynote. 
absent from. this 
locale for some years, returns to 
close the bill. Although somewhat 
cramped by the band onstage and 
constantly hampered by what ap- 
peared to be lack of musical re- 
hearsal, Miss Denizon impressed in 
three, short toe numbers. Opener is 
a veil dance, quickly followed by a 
balloon routine. Her finale is a fast- 
moving vaude-ballet idea interpret- 
ing highlights of a tennis game. 
This develops into an ideal vehicle 
for a dancer of Miss Denizon’s type, 
bringing to a vaude house a down- 
to-earth sample of what can best be 
produced on a Radio City Music Hall 
stage. Andrew, Dewald and Made- 
line assist Miss Denizon, with an in- 
troductory rhythm tap in Hawaiian 
costume, and do a ballroom-adagio 
routine. 

Jimmy Shields, in the trey, is top- 
billed this week, appearing here for 
first time. Young, clean-cut, curly- 
haired tenor gets across nicely with 
‘Wish Upon a Star’ and ‘All Things 
You Are.’ Shields actually earned 
an encore, but declined because the 
opening show was running late. 

Four Ambassadrettes, clever, fast- 


| working, squealing team of femme 


tumblers, take the lid off the show. 
After a few dance steps and conven- 
tional tumbling tricks,- the girls fin- 
ish: off in an odd version of a skip- 
rope routine. Two girls swish an 
elasticized long rope across the stage 
floor while the other two gals avoid 
it in their flips and somersaults. In 
the middle of this stretchy rope is 


|; something that looks like a plush 


bologna. If this connected with the 
ankles, it would doubtless pack a 
wallop. 

Two Zephyrs, colored lads, make 


' the deuce spot interesting. Come on 


for hot, rhythmic high Jinks on as- 
sorted pots and pans and a scrubbing 
board, then go into the dancing end 
of the turn. Feature is a slow- 


| motion craps game with a lot of 


comic biz. Boys also show off some 
eccentric softshoe work in faster 
empo. They work hard and hold 
attention most of the time. 

Medley and Dupree,.assisted by a 
pale-faced stooge who sings ‘Irish 
Eyes.’ rip through their standard act 
the next-to-close with pleasing 
results. Blow-up phonograph, 
phoney banjo-playing, incidental 
;dance steps, prattfalls, Miss Dupree 
| waving the red fan, Medley pulling 
jup his pants-legs and even ‘I’m 
| Looking Over a Four-Leaf Clover,’ 
sung by Miss Dupree, are unblem- 
| ished by change in many years. 
For. 


CHICAGO, CHI. 





Chicago, April 6. 
Wayne King Orch (12) with Three 
| Tanner Sisters, Lynn, Royce & 
Vanya, Chick & Lee; ‘Too Many 
Husbands’ (Col). 





Wayne King’s orchestra, while 
fully-instrumented, somehow looks 
skimpy. However, Balaban & Katz 
has done right by him, giving King 
a picture which has proven box- 
| office dynamite. 

King’s orchestra goes through a 
series of numbers and then brings 
on the three Tanner Sisters, a good- 
, looking vocal group with pleasing 
| pipes and arrangements. They, like 
ithe King band, specialize in the 
| whispering style. but come out of it 
‘at least once with a fast tune. 
| Two acts on the show, the first be- 
|ing Lynn, Royce and Vanya, who 
|make good with their burlesque 
| ballroom and adagio work. There 
| has been a plethora of this type of 
{turn in vaude recently, but this act 
|manages to squeeze a few new 
| laughs out of the routine. 

; Chick and Lee tied up this rather 
|smart theatre audience with their 


|hoke radio burlesque impersona- 
j tions. Work hard, fast and have 
some interesting stuff. Occasion- 


, ally stretch a bit too long, as, for 
instance, the Yugoslavic double-talk. 
| Could cut this bit sharply and get 
more out of it. Also good is their 
mumble-jumble burlesque of a for- 
mer NBC blow-by-blow fight de- 
scriber. Wind up with Mussolini 
and Hitler ribs, old stuff, but han- 
dled neatly by this couple. 
Biz good last show Friday (5). 
Gold. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, April 5. 

Ed Sullivan, Betty Jaynes, Douglas 
MacPhail, Vivien Fay, Bela Lugosi, 
Peg-Leg Bates, Marjorie Weaver, 
Helen Parrish, Arthur Treacher, Max 
Adkins’ Orch (16); ‘It All Came 
True’ (WB). 

Of all the columnists to come out 
of Hollywood this season with star- 
dust in their wake, Ed Sullivan is by 
far the best of the lot. That's not so 
surprising, however, inasmuch as 
he’s an old hand at the vaude game, 
a thoroughly-schooled showman and 
salesman who has the assurance of 
a veteran at this personal stuff. But 
it isn’t just Sullivan either; it’s the 
way he’s shaped the ayailable talent 
into a neat whole. with little that 
smacks of the usual personals. Unit 
in every way is the cream of the 
columnar crop and one that will 
entertain consistently anywhere. . 

Sullivan show returns this WB de- 
luxer to vaude after a fortnight of 
straight pix. Plenty of handicaps at 
getaway here, too, with Betty Jaynes 
suffering from laryngitis complicated 
by a sprained ankle, but they were 
mishaps Sullivan turned into virtues, 
shrewdly placing the burden on the 
audience and wisely working on cus- 
tomers’ sympathies for corking re- 
sults. 

Columnist loses no time in getting 
started, and after a quick how-do to 
the folks, brings on Peg-Leg Bates 
for a wow beginning. One-limbed 
sepia hoofer is and always has been 
surefire and virtually sews up the 
layout before it’s five minutes old. 
At his exit, Arthur Treacher comes 
in from the audience, ostensibly late, 
for some crossfire with Sullivan 
that’s okay. At same time, he plants 
the fact that he doesn’t believe in 
bogey men, which keeps up as a slick 
running gag all the way to Bela 
Lugosi’s eventual meeting with him. 
Incidentally, Treacher is on and off 
with Sullivan almost continuously 
and working even better than when 
he was here on his own several 
months ago. 

Miss Jaynes, limping and with 
voice choked with hoarseness, in- 
sisted upon making a try of it and 
came out with husband Douglas 
MacPhail to duet ‘Where Oh When,’ 
which they did in ‘Babes in Arms’ 
(M-G), and then exited to leave him 
solo ‘Song of Songs.’ Two of them 
usually work together throughout, 
with MacPhail’s single inserted at 
last minute from necessity. 

Sullivan’s astuteness is best 
demonstrated in what he does with 
Marjorie Weaver and Helen Parrish, 
two film starlets without any previ- 
ous vaude experience and really lit- 
tle to offer away from films. How- 
ever columnist flanks them with Miss 
Jaynes, gives them a novelty song, 
‘We're the Wives of the Horror Men’ 
to the tune of ‘Oh, Johnny,’ and 
gets them over with room to spare. 
Instead of being just a couple of 
pretties then, gals register a sharp 
click. Later, Miss Parrish gives a 
corking imitation of Bonnie Baker 
singing ‘If I Could Be the Dummy 
On Your Knee’ while perched on 
Treacher, who gets a howl at the end 
by picking up his pants leg and re- 
moving a basketball knee-pad. Ac- 
cording to Sullivan, he heard femme, 





last in ‘First Love’ (U), do her im- 
pression at one of Connie Bennett’s 
cover and insisted she put it in the 
act. 

Long-planted meeting of Lugosi 
and Treacher follows, with former 
supposedly scaring Treacher only to 
ask for his autograph, and then the 
two of them joining Sullivan for a 
comically corny song and dance to 
‘Ragtime Cowboy.” Screen comes 
down at this point for Sullivan’s in- 
teresting reel of ‘Famous Firsts,’ 
which he narrates with incisiveness 
and high humor, followed by Vivien 
Fay,premier ballerina in M-G’s ‘Great 
Waltz’ and one of the Marx brothers’ 
films, clicking heavily with her 
spectacular spins and toe stuff. For 
the finale, Sullivan discovers through 
question and answers, which work 
up a lot of laughs, that all of his 
charges would rather be someone 
else, whereupon the lights go down 
and come up again to reveal the boys 
and girls wearing masks of their 
faves. Something wrong somewhere 
with this climax, however, since it 
doesn’t come off properly. May be 
bit too sudden. Fither that or some 
of the masks aren’t very good dupli- 
cates and by the time the talent dons 
‘em, some of the mob may have for- 
gotten who they’re supposed to 
represent. Would be better to have 
’em do it while the lights are up, 
with Sullivan repeating the names. 

Max Adkins conducts the house 
band from the stage and works the 
show like a maestro travelling right 
with the unit. 

Practically a full house at opener. 

Cohen. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, April 5. 
Guy Lombardo Orch. Vic Hyde, 
Viki Allen; ‘Free, Blonde and 21’ 
(20th). 








The sweet style of Guy Lombardo, 
which has made the orch one of the 
top radio bands over a long period 
of years, still holds magic at the 
boxoffice, with this week’s engage- 
ment pulling one of the healthiest 
totals seen by the house in many 
months. Band is topping gross of 
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swing bands such as Benny Good- 
man and Tommy Dorsey by consid- 
erable, which may be something of 
an indication of the current trend in 
public taste for pop music. 

Customers come to hear the band, 
and it was smart in booking only 
two outside acts, which gives the 
boys plenty of time to display their 
wares. Arrangements favor the 
reed section of the 13-piece outfit, 
which consists of bass horn, guitar, 
drums and two pianos, four saxes, 
two trumpets, and two trombones, In- 
terpretation of pop tunes is almost 
routine, with the melody being car- 
ried by the saxes, and the piano tak- 
ing the breaks, with only occasional 
passages given to trumpet and trom- 
bones. It’s soft and sweet, and the 
customers at show caught loved it. 

Band dees ‘Wind and Rain in Her 
Hair,’ giving solo spot to Mert Cur- 
tis; ‘I've Got My Eyes on You,” with 
vocal by Carmen Lombardo; ‘Scat- 
terbrain,’ sung by trio; ‘Little Girl,’ 
written by guitar player Francis 
Henry and sung by trio; ‘Song of 
India,” one of its top recordings; 
‘Confucius Say,’ written by Carmen 
Lombardo and sung by trio, and 
ending with a medley including 
‘Careless,’ ‘Little Dutch Mill,’ with 
trio singing again, and ‘St. Louis 
Blues,’ for a rousing curtain. Trio 
still has plenty of vibretto-in their 
vocals, but their nervous harmony, 
which might grate on the ear of a 
musician, was great to the fans at 
this catching. 

Other acts are Viki Allen, cute 
tapper, who does three varieties of 
the toe terpsichore in her spot 
shortly after opening. Does a stand- 
ard tap, high-kick tap and finishes 
with rhythm number while whirl- 
ing. 

Vie Hyde, one-man band, is big- 
gest mitt winner in show. Hyde has 
played house many times and rou- 
tine is pretty well known to regular 
patrons, but his lusty clowning and 
hard work at his instruments can’t 
help but set him solid also. 

Running time was cut to 47 min- 
utes to get in five shows opening 
day Friday (5), with standees at 
third show. Kiley. 


EARLE, WASH. 








Washington, April 7. 
Three Dancing Debs, Lillian Car- 
men, Trixie, Sylvia & Clemence, 
Five Herzogs, Gae Foster Girls, | 
Eileen Ritter with Pit Orch; ‘It All} 
Came True’ (WB). 





Peddled as ‘Say It With Girls,” an' 
all-femme revue with a gal even 
leading the overture, has been good | 
for some sock publicity and, to most | 
local reviewers’ surprise, is swell and | 
amply varied entertainment. Gag is} 
even carried to having a gal as stage | 
doorman (when the press photog- | 
raphers are around). 

Eileen Ritter, usually called upon | 
for incidental specialties, gets her | 
big chance this week, stepping out | 
of the line to wave the baton for | 
the overture, to warble ‘Ma, He's | 
Making Eyes,’ to do trick breaks on | 
piano and drums and emcee the, 
show. Gal doesn’t pretend to have | 


any control over the band, but stunt | a 


gets her a sock hand. | 


Curtains open on huge ‘Reno Di-! 
ploma’ backdrop and line in striking | 
black costumes. Gals do cute re-| 
citative about ‘man is dead, long live | 
the queens’ and go into smooth, | 
sophisticated tap precision routine | 
to ‘Merry Widow Waltz.’ Line falls | 
back in semi-circle as gal in sport 
dress slips on for solo tap. Second 
gal appears in orange pajamas for | 
strenuous swing acrobatics and con- | 
trol stuff. Line covers until both | 
gals, joined by a third, return in blue 
pajamas as Three Dancing Debs for 
flash acrobatic tap finish to okay | 
hand. | 


Six linegals in black bathing suits | 
and white capes back up Miss Rit- | 
ter’s introduction of Lillian Carmen, | 
in Orange afternoon dress against 
Miami Beach drop, who warbles ‘I 
Know That You Know,’ ‘Careless’ | 
and ‘Darktown Strutters Ball.’ Gal | 
is easy to look at, handles herself | 


|smartly, knows the value of a soft 


tone in a complicated hot arrange- 
ment and earned herself a wallop- 
ing reception. Line returns with} 
luminous hoops for effective forma- 
tion stuff done to ‘The Merry-Go- | 
Round Broke Down’ and succession | 
of kid ditties. Trixie, cute blonde 
in short white dress, follows to jug- 
gle plates. spin hoops, bounce balls. 
then do all three together and climax | 
with ball-and-mouth-stick reper- 
toire. Top tricks are juggling five 
eight-inch balls at once and stand- 
ing on one hand while spinning 
hoops on leg and other arm. She 
holds ’em throughout act for hefty 
applause. 

Sylvia and Clemence follow in red, 
white and blue comic getup. Run- 
ning chatter is inexcusably amateur- 
ish, tapping, rope-skipping and 
knockabout are fast and filled with 
enough surefire antics to score. Line 
troupes on in briefest white leotards 
with red circus headgear as back- 
ground for Five Herzogs’ workout 
on three Swinging bars. Four gals in 
conventional aerial garb go through 
effective standard stuff. including 
swinging by feet, but the smash is 
the dame who yells ‘hey, I'd like to 
try that!’, and comes up from the 
rear of the house. Coat, pocketbook 
and skirt trouble up on the bar 
rocked 'em at show caught, among 
other comic biz. 

Biz good. 





Craig. 


i sist of much of anything. 


STATE, N. Y. 


Count Basie Orch (15) with Helen 
Humes, James Rushing: Mann, 
Dupree & Lee, Ross & Stone, Stax 
Kavanagh, Bill Bailey; ‘Shop Around 
the Corner’ (M-G). 








Thére’s little outstanding about 
this layout. Its construction is 
varied enough, but its entertainment 
qualities are dulled somewhat by the 
performance of the colored Count 
Basie band. A driving setup of 
seven brass, four sax and four 
rhythm, it sets a hot pace all the 
way, soft-pedaling the scream stuff 
only behind its singers. 


Basie opens with his theme, ‘One 
O'Clock Jump,’ and plays it again at 
the close. In between, the menu 
reads like one on a hamburger stand, 
including ‘I Never Knew,’ a bit ou 
the unrecognizable side; 1 impres- 
sive ‘Prelude in C Sharp Minor,” afl 
sizzling. Spotlight gets plenty of 
play, pointing up various members’ 
solos, but it doesn’t rest long enough 
on Basie at his keyboard, another 
shortcoming. Only once dces he ex- 
ercise his fingers, short at that, but 
plenty earable. 

Helen Humes does ‘So Far, So 
Good’ in likable manner, but the ar- 
rangement for the background 
doesn’t help at all. Follows with a 
so-so ‘Lover Is Blue.’ Costuming is 
not at all attractive. flowing, toga- 
type of dress accenting her plump- 
ness. Jimmy Rushing, looking more 
rotund than ever, gets off a neat 
‘You're a Lucky Guv,’ and follows 
with a not so easily delivered ‘Baby 
Won't You Please Come Home?’ 
Crowd went for it, however, and he 
got an encore. 

Mann, Dupree and Lee, with a 
varied and likable dance routine, 
comprise the opening turn. Pair of 
men and a girl make up the act, 
which changes swiftly from all three 
on at once for unison softshoe stuff 
to one-male solo in a supple-armed 
snakish bit that drew appreciation. 
Man and girl then do medley of mod- 
ern terps in varied tempo and all 
three are on again for finish. They 
were well liked when caught. 

Ross and Stone turn doesn’t con- 
Lazy, 
slouching routine of Maxine Stone 
provides most of the laughs, while 
Benny Ross reads unfinished gags 
from a joke book and vocals, not 
badly. snatches of ‘It Had to Be You,’ 
‘Rosalie’ and ‘Lilacs in the Rain.” 
There’s a promise of things becom- 


jing legitimate when Miss Stone gives 


up a few high kicks and splits, but 
it’s short and on the fence between 
working straight and sustaining the 
‘tired’ theme. 

Stan Kavanagh needs no introduc- 
tion. His comical method of juggling 
gets over solidly, and he garners 
laughs with smart stuff. which he 
has a knack of making look ridicu- 
lous}v easy. Work with variously 
numbered and colored balls and In- 
dian clubs is familiar to most audi- 
ences, but it still wears well. He 
could shine up that medal, however; 
it’s invisible from the back and its 
effect is thus lost. 

Bill Bailey works as part of the 
Basie unit and with a tophat instead 
the Bill Robinson bowler he 
usually affects. His excellent taps 
are clear and routined with ideas. 
Impression of Bill Robinson is quite 
lengthy and solid. Gets a deserved 
hand, audience being reluctant to 
let him off. Wood. 


COLONIAL, DAYTON 


Dayton, O., April 8. 
Three Stooges, Woolford’s Pets, 
Joe and Jane McKenna, Patricia 
Norman, Robbins Bros. and Marge; 
‘High School’ (20th). 








Almost any bill would be a let- 
down after Ed Sullivan’s excellent 
unit, which showed here last week, 
and this one is no exception. Show 
is the season’s finale. 

_The Three Stooges keep up a run- 
ning fire of gags and atrocious puns, 
interjecting the verbal onslaughts 
with their familiar screen antics, 
such as gouging the fat boy's eye. 
etc. They try doing a song about 
‘Nellie’ and go into dramatics, wind- 


|ing up with a burlesque melodrama 
| in which the old knife-throwing trick 


is hauled out for laughs. The boys 


|make a fair go of it, but allow vul- 


garity to creep in occasionally. 

An unusually clever dog act is that 
of Woolford’s pets, 10 brown dachs- 
hunds that jump hurdles, roll on and 
in barrels, among other stunts. 

Joe and Jane McKenna, after a bit 
of initial foolishness in which Joe 
tells a drunk story with only fair 
success as he reels around the stage. 
<0 into a burlesque adagio in which 
the male has plenty of trouble wield- 
ing his hefty sister. That part of the 
act gets a lot of laughs. 

Patricia Norman does well enough 

with popular songs. Robbins broth- 
ers (2) and Marge present acrobatic 
dancing, the best part of which is a 
series of rapid-fire cartwheels. 
_ The house goes straight picture pol- 
icy next week for the summer, be- 
ginning with ‘The Light That Failed’ 
(Par). Kany. 





Sammy Kaye takes his ‘So You 
Want to Lead a Band’ idea, which 
allows patrons to conduct his outfit 
for prizes, on one-nighters after 
leaving the Commodore hotel, N. Y.. 
April 27. 
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VARIETY 


HOUSE REVIEWS 





~ APOLLO, N. Y. 


Deep River Boys (5), 
Tharpe, Dusty Fletcher, Apus 
Brooks, George Wiltshire, Vivian 
Harris, Lang Sisters, George Pren- 
tice, Coleman Hawkins Orch (15) 
with Thelma Carpenter, House Line 
(18); ‘Convicted Woman’ (Col). 


Sister 





Here’s a show that should click, 
but doesn’t. It has sufficient talent 
and good ideas to add up to one of 
the Apollo’s best bills, but instead 
it’s unduly tiresome. Which leaves 
it largely the fault of the lacka- 
daisical house line and the seeming 
unfamiliarity of the Coleman Haw- 
kins band with stage technic. 

Remedying the weaknesses with 
Hawkins’ outfit should not be diffi- 
cult because they’re so apparent. But 
the femme chorus is something else 
again; droopiness of the, girls has 
been apparent for a long time. 

Minstrel opening of this program 
could have been one of the best; in- 
stead, it’s mighty dismal. Same ap- 
plies to the camp meeting produc- 
tion piece midway, despite several 
energetic efforts by front-line 
chorines. 

Apus Brooks and Dusty Fletcher 
serve as endmen in the minstrel 
opening without grabbing expected 
laughs. Usual 12-girl line is aug- 
mented by six dancing boys, recruit- 
ed only for this show. Their work 
is too individualistic. 

Two Lang sisters are in and out 
with some neat tapstering, with one 
of duo recognized as former chorus 
femme up here. Less comely lass, 
garbed in male clothes, carries the 
act. Sister Tharpe, billed as hymn- 
swinging evangelist, has been here 
several times and is still clicko with 
her guitar strumming and shouting 
type of warbling. 

George Prentice, sole ofay turn on 
this setup, has his all] too-familiar 
Punch-and-Judy show. He stresses 
the slapstick and has ’em howling 
here. Deep River Boys (New Acts) 
offer about the same array of tunes 
they claim to have done on radio. 

Hawkins has a larger crew than 
when he was at a midtown nitery 
last year, but increasing the band 
to 15 from 10 doesn’t overcome 
the aggregation’s obvious unfamiliar- 
itv with a theatre auditorium. It’s 
supposed to be the orchestra’s first 
theatre engagement, which may ex- 
cuse the bad spotting of instruments, 
prolonged arrangements and misuse 
of mike, but it doesn’t cover up other 
flaws. Outstanding of these is the 
way the brass section operates al- 
most completely with the cut-out 
open. With three trombones and 
three trumpets, the sky’s the limit 
on blasting when this sextette bears 
down. The detonating. fails to cover 
up weak spots in this division and 
only mediocre drumming. 

Hawkins still only goes through 
slight motions of directing his crew, 
working his tenor saxophone over- 
time. He’s near the top on tenor 
but gets too close to the mike. Haw- 
kins has a slick pianist, who directs 
the band, for the bill's variety por- 
tion, a clever trumpeter in Bill 
Dilley, who also doubles with a neat 
ballad and a strong sax quartet. 

An additional asset is Thelma Car- 
penter, featured soloist with the out- 
fit. Attractive, femme has a pleasant 
voice and catches on quickly with 
her ‘Didn’t Know Time’ and ‘Basin 
Street Blues.” Stock comic. get a 
few chuckles from a_ prolonged 
sketch. They’re Apus Brooks, Dusty 
Fletcher. George Wiltshire and 
Vivian Harris. Wear. 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


Miami, April 8. 
Lew Parker & Co., Chic Kennedy, 
Charles Fredericks, Haskel, Freddie 
Craig, Jr., The D’Ivons, Patsy Marr; 
‘Three Cheers for Irish’ (Par). 








Minus any upper-bracket name, 
but offering satisfactory collection 
of diversified acts, current bill gets 
by breezing. 

Show is nicely paced by Lew 
Parker, working with a couple of 
stooges planted in the house. Trio 
are smooth comics, and by concen- 
trating their crossfire 


a striking pan and an Atlas build, he 
looks like film material. Displays 
proficiency in musical comedy ma- 
terial or ballads. Had plenty trouble 
bowing off. 

_ Haskell offers some smooth con- 
juring, topped by a slick phono 
routine. Disc blabs how trick should 
be performed, while slickster fol- 
lows instructions in the audience. 
Timing is neat, with platter gagging 
every time he gets gummed up. 

The D’Ivons offer some striking 
new routines with their whirlwind 
ballroomology. They have been 
scoring heavily at the local Holly- 
wood hotel, and look even better 
working on full stage. Terping is 
keyed to fast tempo, but doesn’t 
deter them from turning in very 
graceful performance. 

Tagged ‘lad with the index brain,’ 
Freddie Craig, Jr., performs some in- 
credible mental feats, adding up col- 
umn of figures while engaged in 
many other operations requiring 
brainwork. Turn is impressive, but 
. complicated it’s difficult to fol- 
ow. 

Biz good when caught late show 
Sunday (1). Les. 


HIPP, BALTO 





Baltimore, April 7. 
Don Rice, Lathrop Bros. & Vir- 
ginia Lee (3), Murtah Sisters (3), 
Three Swifts, Felice Iula House 
Orch; ‘Too Many Husbands’ (Col.). 





Fairly pleasing layout, with house 
orch moved up on stage for aug- 
mented musical support under di- 
rection of Felice Iula, who shares 
baton with Phil Lampkin in regu- 
lar pit chore. Utilizing Don Rice 
for emceeing, layout opens strongly 
— Lathrop Bros. and Virginia 

e. 

Smart trio make for socko open- 
ing with a routine of three-way 
rhythm hoofery followed by a single 
session by femme which rings bell 
in resounding fashion. They close 
with strut number, sold to the very 
hilt. Wearing evening gown and 
handling its folds adroitly, femme 
contributes a pleasing change from 
the split dresses, shorts or slacks 
usually featured by lady hooferoos. 

Murtah Sisters (3) hold down the 
deuce in fairish style. Harmony 
scat singers have something on the 
ball, but are over-selling in gesture 
and panto. Opening with ‘In the 
Groove,’ hecticly jived, they follow 
with ‘Careless’ and a potpourri of 
operatic stuff a la debutante. Latter 
bit too broad in its treatment but a 
trifle offset with encoring swing ar- 
rangement of ‘Rockabye.’ . 

Don Rice follows with his madca 
session of gagging and falls, utiliz- 
ing a collection of props. Impres- 
sions of Al Smith, F.D.R., Mussolini, 
Hitler and Chamberlain are funny 
and okay for pleasing exit. Sets 
ideal spot for Three Swifts to close 
matters with nicely handled, stand- 
ard club swinging, Good comedy, 
via chatter, is a bit unusual for this 
type of turn, and closing throws and 
catches contribute to strong finish. 

Biz okay. Burm, 


ORPHEUM, L. A. 





Los Angeles, April 3. 


dores, Nudonna 
Joe Besser & Lee Royce, Tommy 
Trent, Marvelle Bros.; Dolly Colleen, 
Neal Castagnoli with Al Lyons Orch; 
‘Parole Fixer’ (Par) and ‘Village 
Barn Dance’ (Rep). 





Once this stage show is properly 
routined it should be a fast-moving, 
highly entertaining diversion. ‘La- 
Conga Fiesta’ features the dancing 
Theodores and Joe Besser, veteran 
comic, and program is chock full of 
variety. The Theodores are South 
American dancers par excellent and 
' have surrounded themselves with six 
nimble and _ sexy-looking dancing 
girls, a quartet of male steppers, and 
| Nudonna (Jeannette Colton), last 
‘seen hereabouts in the Federal The- 
atre production of ‘Run Li’) Chillun.’ 





Revue is a sprightly conglomera- | 
4 tion of Latin tersipchore, and several | 
in between !of the company, particularly the 


turns, manage to keep the customers | femmes, dish up the sexy type stuff 


cackling throughout most of the 
bill’s 50 minutes. One zany shares 
the boards with Parker, while the 
other calls his shots from the house. 
Reversing procedure after each turn 
gives impression the place is pep- 
pered with plants. 

Billed as ‘Ripley’s Believe It or 
Not’ dancer, Patsy Marr tees the 
show off with a standard acrobatic 
hoofing turn. . Tag is derived from a 
Ripley cartoon describing her as only 
torso-twister able to hoof on her 
head. Accomplishes this by doing a 
backbend while balanced on a bar, 
and working her tootsies out on a 
mortar-board perched on her dome. 
Doesn’t appear particularly difficult. 

Chic Kennedy's 
haven’t varied a carbon since she 
was on the Vallee frame some years 
ago. Bows on as _ fiutter-fingered 
filmite ZaSu Pitts, and runs the 
gamut from Arliss to Hepburn, in- 
'Cluding some that are plenty frayed. 

Charles Fredricks, dramatic bari- 
tone. who wowed ’em here three 
weeks ago, is back by popular de- 
mand to duplicate his previous feat. 
Jn addition to nifty pipes, Fredricks 
fairly bowls the femmes over with 
his stage presence. Tall, blond with 


impersonations | 


in no unmistakable terms. 

Miss Colton, a youthful, local 
Negro gal, does a really hot routine, 
garbed only scantily, but the sub- 
dued lights take away any semblance 
of dirt that might otherwise be in- 
jected. The Theodores, man and 
woman, are proficient steppers and 
dish up the South American routines 
in telling fashion. 

Besser, assisted by Lee Royce, 
playing straight, offers his old-time 
‘Oh—You Crazy,’ 
matinee auditors in constant guffaws. 
Royce has a good deep voice and 


that were appreciated. Besser is still 
ja roly-poly comic and puts over his 
brand of comedy with telling effect. 

Tommy Trent does some clever 
work with marionets, and the Mar- 
velle Bros., hand balancers, display 
graceful gymnastics. Their turn 
could stand a little sveeding up; 
otherwise, it clicks solidly. 

Al Lyons orch plays throughout. 
In the overture, Dolly Colleen war- 
bles a couple of torchy numbers, and 
Neal Castagnoli, who has been with 
| the leader for years, electrifies with 
| his playing of the saxophone and 
} clarinet. Edwa. 





CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, April 6. 





Marjorie King, Kanazawa Troupe, | 


| Marjorie Gainsworth, Bob Neller, 
| Vilma and Buddy Ebsen, Rhythm 
| Rockets; ‘Young Tom Edison’ (M-G). 





House hits the bullseye with this 
| One, using Vilma and Buddy Ebsen 
_at head of four solid acts and work- 
‘ing line into two specialties capi- 
| talizing upon seasonal celebrations. 
| First of latter is annual Cherry 
| Blossom Festival, opening number 
| drawing heads of festival committee 
| as guests opening night. Other is 
(50th anniversary of Pan-American 
‘Union, show’s closing splash dis- 
| tinguishing reps from Latin Ameri- 
| can embassies and legations in boxes 
on Friday night (5). Revue also won 
special mention for premiere of new 
ditty by House Productionist Gene 
|Ford, ‘In Cherry Blossom Time,’ 
| written especially for show. 
Overture finds Sam Jack Kauf- 
'man, in fourth straight week as 
; guest conductor, leading pit orch 
through snappy ‘Swing Opera’ med- 
ley, featuring hot solo breaks and 
relying on ‘Martha’ for the wallop. 
Travelers part on small flower arbor 
with soprano Marjorie King seated 
inside and warbling ‘Cherry Blos- 
som Time’ for nice hand. Arbor is 
pulled to side as drop goes up on 
{fullstage set with flowering cherry 
trees, resembling famed local Tidal 
Basin rim, and line out in white net 


stuff. 

Four Kanazawas, Japs, also subtle 
tiein with Japanese cherry tree an- 
gle, follow against same set, work- 
ing their smooth risley atop black- 
covered tables. Besides standard 
stunts, four men offer a two-high 
stand, a headstand while juggling 
balls, a guy who hops across stage 
on one hand, the gamut of barrel- 
kicking with clever misses to build 
suspense and flash forward risley 
somersaults to finish to heftiest local 
acrobatic reception in months. 

Marjorie Gainsworth, statuesque 
blonde with dramatic soprano, deliv- 
ers ‘Showboat’ medley, ‘Wind and 
Rain’ and ‘Gentle Lark!’, latter too 
long but ending to solid applause 
just before house at show caught 
could get out of hand. Encore, ‘When 
You Wish Upon a Star,’ is back in 
groove and leaves her a hit. 

Line then takes it in sport dresses 
and three-foot, tophatted dummies 
for clever ventriloquist routine, gals 
|and offstage male voices alternating 
lines in 





ballet skirts for pretty formation | 





| — New 


' 
| 


Acts 





|THE DE MARCOS (2) 

| Dancing 

| 15 Mins. 

| El Morocco, N. Y. 

|! The last New Act ‘notice’ on An- 
tonio and Nina DeMarco in 1925, 
caught by Sime at the Hippodrome, 
N. Y. (now a parking lot), observed: 
‘The DeMarcos, with their graceful 
'dancing and pleasant presence, are 
|even more surefire as a turn than 
they were when they first left vaude- 
ville’ (for an engagement in ‘Scan- 
dals’). That crack about being ‘even 
more surefire’ can stet. It applies 
/now, 15 years later, as then, although 
|in the interim Tony DeMarco has 
' had three other partners, not the 
poorest of them being the present 
one, Renee. 

Trends and standards have shifted 
‘far and fast, with the times, and 
_ where the Palace or the Hipp, alter- 
;nating with a show engagement in 
a ‘Scandals’ or ‘Follies,’ was the 
epitome, a new variety field—the 
class hotels and cafes like El 
Morocco—have become the goal. 

That the Morocco . management 
i' sought out these ultra dancers to 
inaugurate the swank nitery’s new 
policy of divertissement speaks for 
itself. Nor do the DeMarcos let the 
management down. For one thing, 
| business has been hypoed from the 
start, which is the ultimate answer 
to everything. 

For another, Antonio and Renee 
DeMarco manifest that their recent 
travels from the Hotel Plaza’s Per- 
sian Room (N. Y.) to Hollywood 
(clubs and films) and back to El 
Morocco, has enhanced their terpsi- 
chorean artistry if anything. 

DeMarco, ever the showman, points 
up his partner at all times—and 
Renee DeMarco packs plenty to war- 
rant the spotlight. Her costuming 
(an_ orchidaceous-colored creation) 
is daring, with its nude waistline 
which few femmes could carry off 
with poise and class. Her coiffure 
is something different, too, and 
while a bit overboard with the 
pretty little curls, she too carries 
this off well. In a room like El 
Morocco, these little sartorial fur- 
| belows and distinctions are even 
|more significant than the. basic 
| terpsing. Miss DeMarco is a looker 








| who wears her gay habiliments to 


best advantage, and DeMarco, peren- 


‘The Man Who Comcs| ial juve, is likewise a personable 


‘La Conga Fiesta’ with the Theo- | 
(Jeanette Colton), | 


| clicko. 


| the juvenile toughies in tow with the 
| exception of a couple of persistent | vaude. 
| annoyers. 


'bats at acts. The rambunctious ele- 
which kept the)! 
| matinee, but m.c. Youngman never 
| once permitted them to get out of 
sings a couple of old-time numbers ; 
| Vie Schoen band (Band Reviews) 


| ings 


|Around.’ Ensemble number leads | ViS-a-vis. 
| smartly into Bob Neller’s straight Their routines are whammo. The 


: n in big | challenge, etc., are all i nthe Tony 
[house, and. whistling a PR | DeMarco tradition. The basic three 
belch and recitation of ‘Peter Piper | routines result in twice as many 
| Picked, etc.,’ with doll’s mouth, eyes | €MCOres, so that their 15 minutes or 
'and nose moving but Neller prac- | S° Slips by fast and in fine tempo. 
‘tically immobile throughout, are |No question about the painstaking 
| surefire. Dummy’s lengthy Pagliacci | behind-the-scenes practice hours and 
| recitative, ‘10 Minutes to Live,’ is | imaginative creative work that goes 
| done straight a la ‘something sin- | ©? before they do their stuff in front 
| cere’ and held ’em_ surprisingly. of the cover-charge customers. | 
|Deadpan imitation of Bonnie Baker | .The dancers do two frolics, mid- 
'makes sock encore. |free for vaudfilmers and _ other 
Buddy Ebsen draws ovation at ap- | doubling. [They open tomorrow 
| pearance and builds it with wealth (Thursday ) at Loew’s State, N. Y., as 
of impromptu gags around local part of this schedule.] Abel. 
weather, events and places, high- ae 
lighted with warble of ‘Banjo on My 
|Knee.’ Brings on kid sister for 
|clever patter about clothes and film- 
making before they go into ‘Sing Be- 
| fore Breakfast,’ with eccentric vocal- 
jizing and his lanky nage Bond 
follow with ‘long distance collabora- | ,,.- : : 
| tion’ dance, worked out individually, | pe pani + are well worked 
[New York” ‘They Anish with cake- |, When caught, they clicked with a 
| ipiaae er ; | conga number, a rhumba, a Ha- 
— a a a | waiian dance and a modernistic bit. 
Latin American republies, Old Glory | 2h¢ latter number is exceptionally 
: shut Onele well done. The troupe is above aver- 
in the center, for colorfu me age in danceability compared to the 
| Biz good. Craig. | usual run of lines in niteries. 
il a Each member of the group has a 
| special job. One looks after cos- 


| FLATBUSH, B’KLYN tumes, another acts as biz manager, 


a third is dance leader, etc. Shal. 
| Andrews Sisters (3), Vic Schoen waned 


Orch (15), with Doy Raye & Allan | RUBY RING 

DeWitt. Henny Youngman, the | Acrobatic Dancer 

Kidoodlers, Ruby Ring; Newsrcels | 7 Mins. 

and Shorts. | Flatbush, Brooklyn 

Comely blonde comes close to be- | 
Though the Andrews Sisters may | ing a contortionist with her ability to 

be getting a majority of the patrons | tie herself in knots. Ruby Ring not | 

to the wickets this week, it’s Henny | only has a wide range of acrobatic | 

Youngman and Vic Schoen’s musi- | terps, but performs them all with 

cians who make the bill particularly | ease. ; 

Youngman not only regis- | Much of her work is done on stairs, 

tered with his familiar but superb | with the climax coming when she | 

biz and gags with a tough Saturday | does a split between two boxes. Girl | 

(6) matinee crowd, but also held also is clever with her acrobatic | 

twirls. Okay for niteries as well as | 

Wear. . 


FRANCES-ALLIS GIRLS (6) 
Dancers 
| Palumbo’s Cafe, Philly 

This is a unique troupe of dancing 
gals, being cooperative. They are 
all young, lookers and _ excellent 

















MARION CORDA 
Character Singer 
Town Hall, N. Y. 

Marion Corda, Polish  singing- 
'aciress and a recognized performer 
|in Europe, made her first American 
|appearance Sunday afternoon (7) at 
|Town Hall under the sponsorship of 
Phil Baker. The affair was more of 
a concert, but long before it was 
over Miss Corda gave indications as 
a very likely bet for smart U. S. 
niteries and revues. 

A linguist, Miss Corda cleverly 
acts out folk songs in Russian, Ger- 
man, Polish, Hungarian, Yiddish, 
French and English. She’s a piquant 
little blonde with a load of stage 
presence and personality; able to en- 
tertainingly convey numbers in lan- 
guages that a good part of the au- 
dience was not hep to. 

Miss Corda, naturally, will have to 
get up aé repertoire of English- 
language numbers’ for’ popular 
American appeal. Two of her songs 
at Town Hall clearly indicated that 
she also can do all right with these. 
‘No Sir’ was one of them, and sure- 
fire with almost any type of audience 
on this side. 

Miss Corda is a refugee from 
Poland and attracted the attention 
of Baker, Louis Nizer, film attorney, 
and others who have been trying to 
get her started in the U. S. € 
Town Hall appearance wes some- 
thing of a showing for the theatrical 
crowd, Baker bankrolling the con- 
cert, which drew enough of an au- 
dience to nearly break even. 
af Scho. 





SIGRID LASSEN 
Songs 

7 Mins. 

El Morocco, N. Y. 

Sigrid Lassen is a socialite song- 
stress who has been around a sea- 
son or two in class N. Y. niteries 
like Armando’s, some summer thea- 
tre work and now at El Morocco, 
where she and her mother, Princess 
Ketto Mikeladze (one of those Rus- 
sian titles), are as well-known as 
paying customers as she is now pro- 
fessionally. 


Miss Lassen is engaging looking 
young blonde whose forte are num- 
bers of the type that Adelaide Mof- 
fett, Anne Francine, Eve Symington 
and kindred-style blueblood blues- 
singers have featured. They run the 
gamut from flirtation numbers like 
‘A Boy, a Girl, a Lamplight’ to the 
current musical comedy excerpts. 

Prime requisites, of course, are 
that these stylized warblers must be 
(1) personable and decorative, (2) 
have the ‘proper’ socialite following, 
'meaning potential customers, and 
(3) sing acceptably well at least. 
Miss Lassen qualifies all the way, 
her chanteuseing, if anything, being 
a shade above par for the — 

el. 





LAWRENCE SMITH 
Dancing, Singing 
Maksim’s, Istanbul 


Lawrence Smith, a colored jack of 
all entertainment, wins his laurels 
with a speedy tap routine executed 
on a foot square platform six feet in 
the air. It’s a trick which is bound 
to win response everywhere. He 
hasn’t quite mastered the technique 
of staying up, but he takes his few 
falls in rhythm, so they're hardly 
noticeable. 

He comes on for three turns, first 
with songs which don’t pull very 
well. He then branches into tap and 
does better. His third talent is with 
the guitar, at which hc's better than 
average, but lacking showmanship. 

Hugo. 


DEEP RIVER BOYS (5) 

Singing 

7 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 

Quartet, which claims radio ex- 
perience, is strong on harmonizing 
and novel scale running, but not 











| exactly at home in vaudeville houses 


as yet. Have old failing of many 
radio combos just starting on stage 
work—they cluster about the mike 
and fail to hold interest through their 
vocalizing alone. 


‘Balalaika’ and ‘Shadrack’ are fea- 
tured song numbers, both done with 
polish. Pianist makes fifth member 
of outfit and he makes the group 
jell. Wear. 





Management has_ been | 
having trouble with youthful patrons — 
who’ve been tossing verbal brick- 


much different from that offered 
here several months ago, but goes 
across with the same wallop. His 
| burlesque of a violin maestro and 
his ‘Wuthering Heights’ satire re- 
main as clicky as ever. Later, he 


ment was present for the second | 


hand, 


is reputedly making its first theatre 


‘appearance, but the crew is estab- G0€s a love scene (as it would be 


: : q- done before the cameras, since the 
lished ae ee * 0 al audience is informed that the An- 
Schoen does arrangements for the , drews Sisters have been signed by 
‘singing trio and the band. It’s Universal) with one of the An- 
‘a nicely balanced combo which drews girls with equally strong re- 
| caught on quickly here. turns. Some of clowning moments 
| The Kidoodlers, possessing some leave him open to the rowdy ele- 
| boxoffice pull through having been | ment at this house, but the worst re- 
| consistently on NBC, go over with tort was a harmless one shouted by 
| their assorted musical props. Play- fy Flatbush juve, 
ing of the toy instruments highlights | The sisters are saved for last, do- 
ing, in nifty fashion, ‘Say Si Si,’ 


their efforts. i : 
i Youngman, on early to take up| ‘Ciri Biri Bin,’ ‘The Woodpecker 


ee 


m.c. chores, holds the stage show | Song, ‘Beer Barrel Polka’ and 
| together neatly. His material is not ‘Maestro and Men,’ 


| Schoen effort and close to tops in 
| 


last being a 


this array. Crowd was vociferous in 
demand for trio’s return. Warblers 
| finally had to duck via a speech by 
one of the girls. : 
Ruby Ring (New Acts), acrobatic 
dancer, is the single dumb act on the 
bill. 
House about three-fourths filled 
when caught. Weuar. 


Burley’s New Met. 
Youngstown, O., April 9. 
Grand theatre, Youngstown bure 
‘lesque house, reopened April 5 under 
inew management. Policy is a dif- 
| ferent company each week, with two 
ichanges of program weekly. 
Opening was ‘Tropical Teasers.’ 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 10, 1940 








Variety Bills 





THIS WEEK (April 5) 
NEXT WEEK (April 12) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 


























' -_ -_ 
L | Cabaret Bill 
NEW YORK CITY ; Lew Parker NEW YORK CITY 
State (it) Leon La Fell { 
Monroe & Grant Rhythm Rockets Barney Gallant's, Terry La Franconi 
Ruth Petty WASHINGTON | Ann Palmer ; Alberta Watkins 
, ibe Marco ; aur 
| Mg Bata sep Capitol (12) | ae a. | Hotel Biltmore 
NORFOEs 3 Fonzall Bros | Beachcomber Phyllis Jeanne 
State (12) Beatrice Howell | : a i 
; i Jobn Kirby Ore Johnny Cook 
Jolin Boles Jane Fraset Fee Rigs lle Paul Dillon 








Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (10) 

Lupe Velez 

Mitchel) Ayers Ore 

3 Arnolds 

Red Skelton 





, > - Tunesters 
bales: an o Howard Nichols 
BUFFAL ; 

Buffalo (12) r FARGO 18) 
Tommy Dorsey Ore Fargo (17- ; 
Winiield & Ford Major Bowes Co 
= 


| 
Bert Wheeler Co 
CHICAGO 
Chicage (12) 
Reynolds Skaters 
Masters & Rollins 




















MARK J. 


ROXY, NEW YORK 


NOW 
RAY WILBERT 


Placed by 


LEDDY 





| 














RKO 








BOSTON Tommy Riggs 
Keith (11-14) | art Manon Co 
, Ree * 5) 
| agg Horace Heidt Ore 
t wraeks | DAYTON 


Johnny Burke 
Jack & Betty 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (12) 
Lea Juvelys 
Patricia Norman 
Brown & Ames 
Buddy Ebsen Co 


Colonial (5) 
Woolford Co 
J & J McKenna 
Patricia Norman 
Robbins B & Marg 
3 Stooges 

SYRACUSE 

Strand (12) 
Paul Whiteman Orc 





Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (12) 
Eddia Duchin Ore 

Gil Lamb to 
Lewis & Van 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (12) 
Horace Heidt Ore 
* 
Ei Sullivan 
Marjorie Weaver 
Arthur Treacher 
Bela Lugosi 
Helen Parrish 
Douglas McPhail 
Beity Juvnes 
Vivian Faye 
Peg leg Baies 


READING 
Astor (12-13) 
Dixie Dunbar Co 
Happy Felton Ore 
WASHINGTON 
Farle (12) 
Mary Small 
Walton & O'Rourke 
Joe Jackson, Jr 
Gae Foster Gls 
Geraldine & Jove 
(5) 


| Trixie 

| 5 Herzogs 
Lillian Carmen 

| Sylvia & Clemence 
Gae Foster Gis 
3 Dancing Debs 


; Sylvan 
i Cafe 


Chavez Ore 
BU Bertolotti's 
Don Sylvio Ore 


| Angelo’s KRiimba isd 


Marion Wilkins 
Virginia Gibson 
Dorothy Blaine 
Loretta Lane 
Freda Sullivan 
Billy Cascade 
Russell & Farrar 
Bill's Gay 90's 
Charles Strickland 
Gus Wiche 
Eihel Gilbert 
Billy Lorraine 
Dave Sorin 
Fred Bishop 
Spike Harrison 
Harold Willard 
Harry Donnelly 
Bernia Grauer 
Brown Derby 
Jack Waldron 
Count Plotski 
td Lord 


: Mitzi Haynes 
Mddie Parks 


Behim 
Fink 


Arthur 
Hienry 
Nellie Durkin 
Mabel Russell 
Maddie Furman 
Green 
Society 
, Joe Sullivan Ore 
Casa Marta 
| J de Huarte Ore 
Jose Moriche 
Gypsy Romaje 
| Reyes & Zina 
Piemento & Belen 
| Portacuba Trio 
Celebrity Room 
| Geo Lloyd 
|} Martha Burnett 
Yascha Dastky 
Alex Makofka 
Howard & Revelle 
Club Caravan 


Peter Marconi Ore 
Peruli & Perula 


Ann Bronte 
Mercedes Moreno 
Argentina Mia 
Milo T.emus 
Chiquita Venezia 
| Carol Chapelle 
La Milongita 
Club 47 
| Buddy Freeman Or 
| Jack J.aurie 
| Paris Green 
Club) Gauche 
| Don Miguel Ore 
Marie del Carmen 





| Sarita Herrera 
| Mile Rolande 
Cotton Club 


| Louis Armstrong O 
| Alan & Anise 

| Bobby Evans 

|; Stump & Stumpy 

|} Rosetta Tharpe 

| Princess Vanessa 


{ Diamond Horseshoe 


| 
Noble Sissie Ore 
Don McGrane 
Fritzl Schelf 
| Frank Libuse 





Independent 


| ‘Tom Patricola 

Clyde Hager 
Mangean Tr 

| Lueille Johnson 








NEW YORK CITY 
Musie Hall (il) 
Betty Bruce 

Nir ' 


Nicholas Daks 
Catrhia Ratnirez 
Corps de sullet 
Rockettes 
Erno Fa 
Rexy 
Lazanders 
Rave & Naldi 
4 Sidneyvs 
W ences 
Ann Marlow 


Paut Ash 
Century 
Puke Daly Ore 
Timbers & Rooney 
Windsor (11) 
Andrews Sis 
Henuy Youngman 
Vie Schoen Ore 
Kidtoodlers 
Ruby King 


ery 


Syimph 
(12) 


Ore 


(12-14) 


BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (11) 
Count Basie Ore 


Maxine Sullivan 
Rill) Bailey 
Timiny & Freddie 
Jigsaw Jackson 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (12) 
Berinds & Fraday @ 
Nick Lucas 
Bob Neller 
Sly rettos 
State 
Jacks 
Yorke & Tracey 
Revels Ala Carte 
(11-13) 
Vallee & Doreen 
Rio & Tee 
Val Irving Co 
CAMDEN 
(92) 
Davis 


(14-17) 


Towers 
Motter & 


4 Moilis Pros 
Sybil Bowan 
Mazzone & Abbott 


ELIZABETH 
Liberty (12-14) 
Radio Rubes 
| Bob Nelson Co 
| McFarland & Browr 
(2 to fill) 
FREEPORT 
Freeport (11-14) 
6 Hoffmans 
Walters & Walters 
Nitwits 
Kelvin & 
3 Sparks 
HARTFORD 
State (12-15) 
Ed Sullivan Rev 
HARRISBURG 


State (11-16) 
Dave Apolion Rev 
JAMAICA 
Carlton (11-14) 

Frances Faye 
Charlie Barnett Or 
Cully Richards 
Klaine Arden 
4 Step Bros 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fay’s (11) 
Martin & Allen 
Larry Best 
Nina Olivette Co 
Fayne & Foster 
Eddie White 
Crystal Ames 
Diana Logan 
Carman (12-19) 
Roy Smeck 
Don Ric 
6 Lucky Gls 
Vera Niva 
PITMAN 
Broadway (13 only) 
Revels Ala Carte 
Yorke & Tracy 
Marty May 





Jocelyn 





Doris Mae 


Kanazawa 4 


Emma Francis 
| Lulu Bates 
Willie Solar 
| Harry Armstrong 
Joa E Howard 
El Chico 


| Hugo Mariani 
| Dorina del 
Belin EFisti 


| Dorita & 


Ore 
Sol 
‘Ila 
Valero 


. Carlos Salazar 
El Moroeco 


Ford Harrison’ 
Hotel Bossert 
| (Brooklyn) 
Eddie ane Ore 
Hotel Brevveort 
Norbert Faconi 
Aileen Cook 
Palomo 
Morley & Gearheart 
Sylvie St Clair 
Hotel Commodore 
| Sammy Kaye Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Blue Barron Ore 


Nick D'Amico Ore 
Cole Coleman 
A Murray Dancers 
Hotel Lexington 
Lant 
Honolulu Maids 
Hotel Lincoln 
Jan Savitt Ore 
Hotel McAlpin 
J Messner Orc 
Jeanne D'Arcy 
Hotel New Yorker 
Al Donahue Ore 
Peter Kent Ore 
Loper & Barrat 
Paula Kelly 
| Giovanni 
Hotel Park Ceotral 
(Cocoanut Groce) 
Buddy Clarke Ore 
| Sully Childs 





; tna 
| husene Van Grona 


Bill Farrell 
Vincent de Costa 
Art ‘lubertini 


Queen Mary 


Joe Ellis Ore 
Consuelo 
Vo MeNaughton 
Juanita Miller 
Ieasterbr'k & Farrar 


Rainbow Grill 


Rarry Winton Oro 


Flowerton | 





Mariynn & Michael 


Kalnbow Room 


(tddie’ LeBaron Ore 
Morris King Ore 
Wyte 


hiouvier 
Cah 


f.erni 


| 
| 
! 
‘ 
| 
| 
Russian Kretchma | 
K loboichnik 


Simeon Karavaeft 


| 
! 
' 
t 


| 


| Gus 


' 


i 


Nadia Mirova 
Nastia Poliakova 
Michel Michon 


Mischa Usdonov { 
Volodia Katov Ore 


Sterk Club 
Ernie Holst Ors i 
Ann Kiess 

Torch Club | 
Peter Hracla ore | 
Helen Standish 
Joan Chapinan 
Vince Curran 
Charles Bourne 
Rita Ellis 
Rarbara 





long } 


i Jimmy O'brien 


Versailles 

M Bergere Ore | 
Pan ‘hito Or: 
Sophie Tucker | 
Gomes & Minor 
Village Barn 


| 


Seger Ellis Ore 
Irene Taylor | 
Una Cooper } 
Harry Stochwell | 
Shane & Armstrong | 
Sons Purple Sage | 
Don Ricardo 
| 


LOS ANGELES 


Beverly Wilshire 
Arnheim Ore 


Biltmore Bowl 


Larry Morrell 
Kddy Rio & Bros 
| Fred Scott 


| Ben 


| 


i 
| 
{ 
| 
' 


McIntire Orch , 


| Nelson's Mario’ettes 


Klizateth Tilton 
Larry Kent Ore 
Cafe La Maze 


Annette 


Nan KBlakstone 
fight Ore 
(lab Bali 


Lillian Randolph 


| ‘Tom Hloward 
|; Arthur Twine 


Cocoanut Grove 


Helen. Foster 
The Sextette 


Hotel Essex House , Benny Coodiman Or 


Karl) Carroll 
Rob Bromley 
Bob Williams 
Red Pust 
Ray Parker 
Porthole 


| Sterner Sis 


| 
| 


| 


Bill Brady 

Lolita & Ardo 
Zelaya 

Jean ‘Vighe 

Ames & Arno 
Edward Aguilar Or 
Manny Strand Ore 


Florentine Gardea 


| NTG & H'wood Rev 
| Billy 


McDonald's O 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
Charlie Foy 

Joe Frisco 

Sammy Wolf 


|Mara & Marilynne | Sugar Geise 


| Adams & Cora 
Hotel Park lane 

Hal Hope Orc 

| Hotel Pennsylvania 

| Jimmy Dorsey Ore 

Hotel Plaza 

Eddy Duchin Ore 

| Jane Piekens 

| Paul Draper 


Hotel Roosevelt 


' Frankie Masters Or | 


Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Emile Petti Ore 
Dwight Fiske 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Eddie Varzos Oro 
Juan Makula Ore 
Ann Paige 

Fawn & Jordan 
Glenn Pope 
Hotel Taft 
|; Ben Bernie Ore 
Hotel Waldorf- 
| Astoria 
| (Kmpire Room) 





{ 





} 
' 








| 


| Fabian 


} 
} 


Everett Hoagland O 


| Mischa Borr Ore 

| Russell Swann 
Gypsy Markoff 

| (Sert Room) 

| Mischa Borr Ore 
Kew Gardens Inn 

| (Kew Gardens, L.1.) 

| Harry Horton Ore 
Lew De Fabbia 
Josef Berk 


Ore 


la Conga 
| Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Kliseo Grenet Ore 
Diosa Costello 
Desi Arnaz 
Rosita Rios 
Puppy Campillo 
Cesar & Rosita 
|} Aida Alvarez 
| Florence & Alvarez 
la Marquise 
| William 
Muriel Welch 
Frances Connolly 
Jeanne Jordan 


La Martinique 


| Pancho Ore 
Fausto 


Dick Gasparre Orc | Ann Beasley 
| De Marcos Danny Kaye 
| Sigrid Lassen Rosita Ortega 

Famous Door Betty Hutton 
| Ella Fitzgerald Ore Larue 


Greenwich Village 
Casino 


| Diana Del Rio 


| Ruth Kidd 
Mary Jane Brown 
Linda March 


Frank McCormick 
Havana-Madrid 
O De La Rosa Ore 


Estela & Papo 
Cesar Tapia 
Maclovia Ruiz 
Lili Tossa 
Chino & Pedrito 
Lina D'’Acosta 
Tomas Rios 
Hickory House 
Stuff Smith Ore 
DeLloyd MeKay 
Hotel Algonquin 
Osear Andre 
Grata Keller 
John Buckmaster 
Bela Loblov 
Hotel 
(Trianon Koom) 
Larry Siry Ore 
Vincent Bragale Or 
| Rosalean & Seville 
| Hotel Astor 
Dick Kuhn Ore 


| H’tel Belmont-Plaza 


‘ Basil Fomaen Ore 





Juanito Sanabria Or 


Eddie Davis Ore 
| Joseph Smith Ore 


| Le Coq Rouge 


Palermo O 


Curbello Or 


| Nicki Raymond Ore 


; Don Marton Ore 
Ann Francine 
Tisdale 3 

Le Ruban Bleu 
Elsie Houston 
Haywood & Allien 
tasha & Mirko 
Nora Sheridan 
Paula Laurence 

Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 


Emil Colono Bd 
Jay C Flippen 

| Dorothy Henry 

| Dan Carthe 

| Melinda De Maya 
| Joan Merrill 

| Carol Rhodes 

| J & B Allen 

| Dana Kent 

|B & B Burnell 





Ambassador , Sen Lee 


| Paul & Paulette 
| Edwards & Arden 
| Al Seigal 


| Nine O'Clock Club 


Charlie Murray Orc |} 


Mary Cohan 
Plaee Elegante 
‘Brnest Franz Ore 


Lou Martin Orc “ 


| 
| 
{ 


| 





Lionel 


Eliz Talbor 

Jeffrey Gill 

Johnny Black Ore 
it Cafe 

Kay Greeory 

Bobby Mack Ore 
la Conga 


Martin 


Paul Neighbors | 
Robert Bros Ore 
Phillip Lopez Ore 

' 

Paris laa 

i 
Dorise 
Dorothy Mayo | 


George & Nanette } 
Dominic | 
Marg rite & M'rtinez 
Ken Henryson | 
Eric Massey | 
Henry Monet 

Helen Miller 

Chuck Henrry Ore 


' 
R’by Foo’s Vendome | 


Kay Walia Ore 
j 
Seven Seas 
Hawk Shaw 
Sam Koki Ore 


Lillian Gibson 
Bob Mathews 
Slapsy Maxte’s 
Harriet Lee 
Margie Gerretson 
Oshins & Lessy 
Maxie Rovsenploom 
Roy Sedley 
Jerry Brandow 
Moore & Il.ewis 
Red Stanley Ore 
Somerset House 
Harry Rinegland 
Eleanor Walsh 
Lou Sailee Ore | 
Swanne Inn | 





4 Dreamers 
Cleo Brown | 
Topsy's 


June Brumer 





Kaye 


Elinor Ramer 

Lanie Truesdale 
Vivi Brown | 
Leone Rice | 
Bernice Farrington | 
Joaquin Guray Orc | 
Victor Hugo } 
Pam Caverness 
Jacques Renard Ore 
Wilshire Bowl | 
Don & Beverly 
Phil Harris Ore | 
Ruth Robins } 
| 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Koom) 
Andre Ore 

Virginia Hayes 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 

Hadiey Gls 

Art Kassel Ore 

Marion Holmes 


| Noll & Nolton 


Blackhawk 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Adrienne 


Sis & Bud Roberts 
Helen Rogers 


Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Rm.) 

Dale Evans 

Pliner & Karl Orc 


Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
Florence Schuman 
Cecile Pittman 
Gertrude Tobin 
| Annette Kennedy 
Broadmont 
| Jack Martin 
Jane Harmon 
Vivian & Lorraine 
Joan Valbot 
| Danielle 
| Herb Rudolphs Ore 


| 
Chez Varee 
| T.ou Heltz 
Oxford Boys 
Georges & Jalna 
| Beverly Roberts 
Mimi Kellerman 
Lou Breese Orc 
| Club Alabam 
Louise Tucano 
| Dale Dakota 
| Marion Moore 
) Sadie Moore 
|} Bernard & Henrle 
fernie Adler 
Effie Burton 
| Paullette La Pierre 
|} Dave Unell Ore 
Dorothy Dale 
Ore 


Ecair Roth 
Club Minuet 
|} Patsy Mac 
Betty Saxon 
| Mickey Sheridan 
| Jeanne Bell 
| Alvira Morton 
| Art Fischers Ore 
Del Ieetes 
Colony Club 
; Carmen Mirando 
| 8 la Playas 
Bobby Ramos 
Carlos Molina Ore 
Colosimos 
Jack Prince 


| Billy Gray 


Jerry Bergren 
Inga Borg 
Weber Sis 
Pronaph Gls 
Club Dellsa 


Dorise Bradley 
Sam Theard 
Marion Abernathy 
Wesley Long 
Chippie Hill 

6 Jitterbugs 
Khythm Willle 
Chartes* Isom 
Partelic Gls 

Red Saunders Orc 


Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 


Johnny Banga Oro, 
(Peacock Km) 
Joe Vera 
Edgewater 
Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 
Fred Martin Ore 
Frederic & Yvonne 
Houston & Harden 
Clyde Rogers 
Glenn Hughes | 
Doreen Gis 
Herb Foote 


Beach 








| 

845 Club 

Don Aria Ore 
Pura Rayes | 
Johnny Honnert | 
| 

} 


Franke’s Casino 
Mary Camp 
Diane Clifton 
Don & Lee 
Kay Karrol 
Helen Fox 
Buddy Kirby 
Dick Conrad 
Bob Tinsley Ore 
90's 
Norris 


Gay 
Harriet 
Tonya 
Juanita 
Di Novi 
Dolly Dolline | 
Bob Danders Jr Or 

(iraemere Hotel | 
(Glass House Km) | 
Hal Munroe Ore | 
Wynn Faire 
Nord Richardson 





Willis 
Twins 


Harry's New York 


} Ralph Cook 
|} Joanne Jordan 
Porth Dawn 


Francine 
Dorothy Johnson 
Corbett & Lorraine 
Mel Cole Ore 
Three Talents 
Hoveler Gls | 
Hi Hat | 
Willie Shore | 
Mary McCormic 
dune St Claire 
Berdun Jitterbugs 
Kersten Gis | 
Doris Dupont | 
Jimmy Cassidy 
Ivanhoe 
Kit Kat 4 
Al Traca Orc 
Holly Swanson 
Helen Sumner 
Kay Recker 
L/Aigion | 
Mary W Kilpatrick 
Eusebio Concialdl 
Don Quixote Ore 
Ennio Bolognini Or | 
Hotel Ta Salle 
(Blue Front Room) 
Jack Chapman Ore 
Liberty Ton 
Al Steppe 
Valerie 
Kay Karrol 
Jean ia Von 
Don Dunn 
Jimmie O'Ne!! 
Earl Wiley Ore 
Millstones 
Flo Whitman 
Nyra Lou 
Sharone Stringer 


Orc | 











| 





| real 


; Don & 


| Carmen 


| Ginette 


! Trudy 
| Pedro Blanco Oro 


Patsy Du Brae 

Genevieve Val 

Muriel Joseph 

Rae Cnllis 

Bob Wray Ore 
Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 

House) 


Manfrea Gotthelt 


Old Heidelberg 
Old Heidelberg Co 


| Murray Octett 


hantrow 
Sharrat 
Westbrook 


Raonl 
sally 
Helen 


| Herbie Ore 


Palmer House 
Empire Koom 
Kemp Ore 
Sineotihies 

Roy ttavis 
George Taps 
Bob Allen’ 
Janet Blair 
Jack le Mare 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Ore 


Sherman Hotel 
(Celtie Cafe) 


Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 

(Dome) 
| James Ilamilton 


Empire Boys 
Jerry Glidden 
(Panther Room) 


Forde 
Ore 


Larry Clinton 


|} Helen Southern 


lputiins 
Jitterbugs 
Gloria Faye 
Carl Marx 
Silver Cloud 
Charlie Schuitz 
Jimmy Ames 
Lou Folds 
June Vail 
Jerri Manners 


PHILADELPHIA 


Arcadia 
Frank Juele 
Shalita & Carlton 
Irma Lynn 
Frank Le Dent 
Billy Shannon 
Johnny Carlin Ore 


Burgundy Room 
Bellevue-Stratford 
Hotel 


| Dick Wharton's Ore 


Fred Niedland 
Cadillac Tavern 
Eddy Thomas 
Audrey Joyve 
Hendriques & 4 
Dimas & Anita 
2 Giants of Rhythm 
Tu Valon 
Bonnie Stewart 
Billy Haves Ore 
Doris O'Shea 
Kippy Velez 
Cedarwood Cabin 
(Malaga, N. J.) 
Pat Procelli 
Nikki Nikolai 
Betty Williams 
Frankle Scnluth 
Walt Temple Ore 
Club 15 
“4 Notes 
Leonard Cook 
Lolita 
Jean Van 
Honey Breen 
Jerry Delmar Ore 
College Ina 
Peggy Shields 
Lillian Chaplin 
Joe Armstrong 
Viola Klaiss Ore 


|; Crescent Log Cabin 


(Gloucester Heghts, 
N. J.) 


Joe Kraft Ore 
June Eldridge 
Starke & Dorne 
Bery! Walker 
Delmonico’s 
Ore 
Spears 
Sandrea 


Ted 
Evelyn 
D Laon « 
Wendell Mason 
Mabel Scott 
Jackie Green 
taymond & Lucinda 
Dutkin’s 
Rathskeller 
Frank Ponti 
Barnet & Barclay 
Ila Vodis 
Rub Legs Williams 
Patti La Verne 
Jewel Ella 
Kddie Ramsay 


Oliver 


El Chico 
Joe Quitello Ore 
Carita 
Colonial 4 
4 Sepias 
Jack Randal! 
Paula Montoys 
Embassy 
Geo Clifford 
Talia 
Ruth Clayton 
Beity Carlyle 


| Sue Carlyle 
| Florence 


Hiolman 
Miller 
Calle 


Juanita 


Lolita 

Billy Maples 
Curt Weiler Ore 
Virginia Renault 
Kay Keeny 


| Stephanie Snvder 
| Dorothy Murphy 


Mary Williams 
Martin 


Evergreen Casino 
Dorothy Johnson 
Dolly Reckles 
Barbara Brent 
EFarl Leach 
Josephine Leach 
Jimmy Costello 
Vee Ames Gis 
Pat Shevlin Ore 

1523 Locust 

Beity McKee 
Beth Challis 
Evelyn Bradley 
June Davis 
Bubbles Shelby 
Music Hall Gls 
Helen Wilson 
Kay Laverly 
Kings of Swing Or 
Hotel Ben Franklin 

Garden Terrace 
Tony Dion 
Jack Unger 
Art Moony Ore 
Randy Sauls 

Gay 90's 

Chie Willams Ore 


"Tripoli 2 


Babette Gls 
Ray Steiber Ore 
Elinor Dauiels 
Hazel Zalus 

606 Clud 
Billy Carr 
Margret Faber Gls 
Connia Fanslav 
Roberia Roberts 
Joel & Annette 
KMernice Lind 
Don & Bets 
Sharone 
Jalita 
Roots Rurnas 
Dolly Sterling 
Alyse Serf 
Carrie Finnelle 
Joan Woods 
Se! tahke Ore 





Lynne} 


Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Koom) | 
Grit? Willlams Ore 
Walter King 
Bob hirk 
Buddy Marino 

Suzie ‘Q’ 
Dick Buckley 
Sylvia Tucker 
Texas I.ee 
Jerry Gerard 
Red Wilson Ore 
Swingland 
Johnny tong Ore 
George Gould 
Pops & Lurie 
Butterbeans & Sue 
Nick Brooks Gls 
Thompson's 16 Club 
Ray Revnolds 
Steve Stutland Ore 
Thelma Marland 
Pat Thomas 
Nick & Vickl 
Marsh McCurdy 
Yar 





Doriss Wittich Ore 
Janina (faBoda 


Claudia Ceralll 


Helen Dorsey 
Nackie & Sackie 
Skippy Williams 
Vernon Guy 


Gruber’s Hof Brau 


Johny Bauer 
Mann & Videll 
Nadine 

Monya Alba 
Gruber Hof Brau O 
Marie 





Henri's 
Andre & Frances 
Ray O'Day 
Al Blank 
Ernie McGee 
Chas Verne's Ore 


Hildebrand’s 


Leslie Sis 
Matto & Therese 





Billy Brill 

Pete Hays 

| Lydia White 
Blossom Gis 

Abe Sherr 
Maurice Belmont 
Bobby Lee Ore 
Hildebrand 8 } 


Hotel Adelphia 
(Hawatian Roof) 
Al Vierra Orc 

Jack Lynch's 
(H Walton Roof) 


Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Barney Zeeman 
Romo Vincent 
Josephine Smallw'é 
Leon & Mace 
Cardini 

Ruth Dave 

Jack Durant 
Harrison & Fisher 
Bob Dupont 
Buster Shaver 
Olive & George 
Toy & Wing 
Glamour Gls (138) 
Herb Dubrow 
Sally Lamarr | 
Mona Reed 

Nell Fontaine Ore 
Jimmy Blake 





| Irving Brasiow Ore} 


| Miss McDonald 





Jam Session 
Billy Kreshmer O 
Charlie Hinkle 
Max Spector 
Jim Thorpe 
Hotel White Way 

| (Atco, N. J.) 


| Page & Cody 
Garvay 
| Dottia Small | 


| Johnny Kraus Ore 


| Frances 


Roy O'Day 

2 Glamour Gis 

Rose Gillen 

Pegeyv La larr 
Open Deor 

Jean Net 

Andy Russell 

Marie Fitzpatrick 


Cashmere Gls 
Jimmy Paul 

Moke & Poke 
Jiminie Rossi 


| Buek Calhoun 


Von Anton Ore 


Palumbo's 
Bonnie Stewart 
Edna Thompson 
Flash & Dash 
Blackbirds 
Mac Raymond 
Jerri Vanee 


Fraucis-Allis Gls 


Howard Reynolds O 


Johnny Leary 


Philadelphia Koom 
6 Frolicattes 

Billy Wenny 

June Hart 

Iluves Watson 
King’s Jesters 

Jack Hilliard 
Jimmy Rae 

Betty Barr 


Helaine & D'nalds'n: 
\ 


Betty Barr 


Parple Derby 
Morty Burke's Ore 
l.ee & Arlo 
Kddy McNamee 
Woodie Osborne 
Billy Newsome 
Jean Lamarr 
Irvin 
Nan Getty 
Viki Vare 
Margle Mealy 
Beity Mealy 
Miss Gormley 


Ked Lion Inna 
Day Sis 
na Chambers Ore 
Kitty Smith 
Jack Griffin 
Sansom 
Milt Myers 
Kd Stanton 
Budd, Nugent 
Bill Donahue 
Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
Slim & Slam 
University Trio 
Spatola’s 
Nino Nani 
Jane Greer 
Hal Hoffer 
Stork Club 
Decca Stars 
Estelle Sloan 
Grace O'Hara 
Alan Gale 
Niles & Jvanne 
3 Peppers 


Henry Patrick Ore 


& Ann 


House 


| Stamp’s Cafe 
| Bert Lamisn Ore 
| Vie Earlson 

| Lindsley Sis 
Sonny Rae 

|; Helen Wilsoa 

| Ben Alley 

|; Wilma Nowak 

; Nora Williams 


Silver Lake Ina 
(Clementon) 
Allee Lucey 
Carmen de la Vega 
M Familfiant Or, 
George Reed 
Montez & Marla 


20th Century 
Sonny Tults 
Ginger Lyon 
Deanne Collier 
Wharton Sis 
Billie Deck 
Terry James 
Hal Thompson Ore 
Venico (Cirille 
Joe Reilley 


Vie Nelson Ore 
Lolita 
George Hamilton 


Frances Claire 
‘Tony Belknap 
Viola Wlaiss 
Tanya Garth 


Fay Wray 
Viking Cafe 
Jack Spangler 


Cortello’s Canines 

dack Montez 

Dells 

Carita 

Lillian Chaplia 

Marie LatTell 

Jimmy Naegra Ore 
Warwick Hotel 

Herb Hagenor Ora 


Weber's Hof Brau 
Camden 


Jules Flacco Ore 
Bob Merrill 
St Clair & Durand 
Jack Smith 
2 MeNallie Sis 
6 Diamonds 
Dave Peterson 
Ted & Julia 
Mlmer Seltzer 
lise Hart 
Brudeis Alpine 
Rudy Bruder 
Syd Golden 
Pat Sullivan 
Raths’r Eldoradians 
Wilson’s 

Joe Hough, m.a, 
8 Guardsmen 
Marion 
Texas Tommy 
Jordon & Grace 
Clayton Johnson 
Harry Johnson Ore 
Geo Bakay 

Yacht Club 
Mary Navis 
Virginia Lea 
Perzy Rowen 
Teddy Forrest 


Te 





| 
| 
i 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Johnson 
Betty & Bill 
Buddy Lewis 
Jack Meyers Ore 
Iceoleties 


(Motor Bar) 


Sid Pritiken Ore 
Bowery 
; George Jessel 


Fredez & Laurenze 
Belva White 
Itonia Bradley 
ftoberto Costello 
Jitterbugs (8) 
Bowerysettes (12) 
Johnny Wing 

Chas Carlisle 


Benny Resh Oro 


Biue Lantern 
Bill Frazer 
Martell & Dawn 
l.a Comparsita 
Margie Mansell 
Glamour Gls (6) 
Temple & Marie 
I.ea Walters Ore 
Gene Arnold 
Commodore Club 
Geneva Ehilen 
Arlene Fabian 
Houston & Marden 
fyuico & Nina 
Libby Tangford 


| Hark Thomas Ore 


{ Latimer Club | Corktown Tavern 
Michael Travis Ore Harry Jarkey 

| Grace Devine Lew & Evelyn 

| Jean Sargent Ethel Shepherd 
Beverly Fisher Vie Faust 

Tommy Monroe Eve Barton 
Barbara Bradley j; Clarita 

ape B Vesters 

Fexington Casino | nih Wnakten wee 
Mike Jaffrea a 
Charlie Gaines Ore Hund's 
Lestie Sis Ann Dhyne 


Mitzie 
(Ginger 
Bobby White 
Del Ray 
Cashie Costello 
Mayfair Rev 
May Manion 
Jackie Dahl 
I.ex Trio 
Murray 
Jeanie 


Chase 
Linn 





Wood 
Le Neir 


Lido Venice 


| Ben Perry 


| Harry 





| Charlie 


Holly | 
Pearl Raymond 
Jule Ello 
Marilyn Mayne 
Madeleine & Rita 
Harry Wharton 
2 Joyettes 
Little Rathskeller 
Nicholas Bros. 
Margie Green 
Kiddie White 
3 Heat Waves 
Spencer & Forman 
Victor Hugo Ore 
Miss Rose Marie 
Roy Sedley - 
Renee Villon 
Manoa Ian 
Wayne Kenon 
Alberts & Leona 
Rex Powers 
Betly Powers | 
Jack Hutchinson | 
Dee Doree 
Dianne Rochell 
Allen & Parker 
Frank Cuneo Ore 
Edythe Sallade 
New Leader Cafe 
hddie Jarvis Oro | 
Joe Smythe 
Stuff Orc 
2 Joyettes ‘ 





Grant 


|} Tweedy Schwartz O 


Dick 


Elsie 


Tolentino 
Jov 


Ore 


Club Imperial 
Dansonettes (4) 
Sid Plunkett 
Jean Fox 
Gordon Sis 
Nub Brown Ore 


|; London Chop House 


Tubby O'Farrell 
Don Rafael Ore 
Juanita Rios 
Mayfair 
Smitty 
Phil & Yvonne 
Wilbur 
Billie Grebb 
Phil Olsen Ore 


Wade | 


} Morocco 
Amos Jacobs 
| Wanda Warren 
Cassell & Barrett 
Verna Wilcox 
Mark Fischer 
Nebivolo’s 
Banjor & Andrelita 
Teddy Dawn 
Mario & Maringe 
Ray Carlin Ore 
Northwood Ine 
Don Hooton 
Parrish Sis 
Placida T.abadia 
Jimmy Gargano Or 
Palm Beach 
Ray Styles 
Johnny & J Horn 
Claire Ray Gle (8) 
Monnie Drake 
Amos Jacobs 
Don Pablo Ore 
Huck’s Redford Ina 


Don Miller, Organist 
Glenn Moore Ore 


Club Royale 


Marshall 
Alica Dawn 
Liliane & Mario 
Selma Marlowe 
;} (het Kverhardt 
|} Preston Lambert 
Rovalettes 
Carl Bonner 


Saks 
lester 

Jones 
Lorraine 


Ore 





Jack 


Ore 


Buddy 
Tomuny 
Santoro & 
June Kemp 
Joel Gonzales 
‘Happy’ Hauck Ore 
San Diego 
Dorothy May 
Udell & Dave 
Ruth & J Burnes 
Bill Harris 
George Presnell 
Al Alexander Ore 
Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 
Xavier 
Carmen 
Alice Corneit 
R. & FE. Reyes 


Cugat 


Verne’s 
Hlarvey Stone 
Paul Marakoff Gle 
Dea Maraise Sis 
Raye Burke 

Geo Alfano 
Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cup Koom) 

Londonaires 


ore 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 
Hughie Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 
Nita Norman 

Arlington Lodge 
June Gardner Ore 

Baleonades 
crnie Nelson Ore 

Bill Green's 
George King Ore 

Club Belmont 
Eddie Schaeffer Ore 
Murty Miller 
Jean Martin 
Ndith Morgan 
Jack Lecke 

Club Petite 
Piccolo Peta 
Jana Novinan 


(Continued 


Ore 


Ted Blake 

Flo Parker 
Kiddie Morris 
Bernie Lambert 


Cork and Botile 

Jack Davis 
Harlem Casino 

Le Roy Brown Ore 

Honey Boy 

Detroit Red 

Lois Deppe 

4 Hots 

Lillian Young 

{| Moore & Moore 

4 Ropesters 

Billy Cutlhina 

Little Bits Turner 


! 
| 
| Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 
i Billy Merle Ore 


on page 47) 
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Militant Group Currently Missing 
From Equity As Election Nears 





With Bert Lyteli running for the 
presidency and Walter Huston named 
as first vice-president, the regular 
ticket for Equity’s officers to be 
elected for a three-year term was 


promptly drawn up by the commit- 
tee as anticipated. When Lytell’s 
willingness to continue as head of 
the association was in doubt it was 
feared that a split might eventuate, 
but present indications are that there 
will be no independent ticket. 

Analysis of the nominations for 
offices and the council reveals the 
marked reduction of representatives 
of the so-called militant group with- 
in the membership. Other than 
agitation over the benefit perform- 
ances for Finland’s war sufferers, 
there has been little action on the 
part of the group. About two years 
ago the latter’s activities aroused the 
conservatives, who predominate in 
the membership, to such an extent 
that the group was discredited. 
Arthur Byron was named to fill out 
the unexpired term of Frank Gill- 
more and, although illness kept him 
away from Equity, the association 
has been conducted in orderly 
fashion. 

Five years ago Gillmore entered 
into a deal whereby five or six al- 
leged radicals were named on the 
regular ticket as councillors and 
elected to that body. Nobody in 
Equity ever understood what was in 
back of the arrangement, for Gill- 
more took none of the other officers 
into his confidence. It was known 
that Gillmore was harrassed by the 
group and it is believed that this 
was a contributing reason for his 
withdrawing from Equity and re- 
aligning the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America, which he now 


heads at the same salary of approxi- | 


mately $13,000 annually. 


Philip Loeb is the only one of the | 


original group in council who re- 
mains. He, Burgess Meredith and 
George Heller were leaders of the 
militant faction, the latter having 
come up for council again last year. 
Because he is assistant executive 
secretary of the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists, a salaried post, 
his right to be on the council was 
questioned. It was agreed that he 
serve one year, but since then has 
rarely attended the weekly sessions, 
if at all. Loeb is one of the most ac- 
tive councillors and has the respect 
of the others. 

Two new nominees for council are 
identified as belonging to the mili- 
tant group. Meredith, who was act- 
ing president for a hectic several 
months, is now third v.p., an expir- 
ing term, but is not among the nomi- 
nees either for officer or the coun- 
cil. Others of the group who are 
similarly not mentioned include Hel- 
ler, Victor Kilian, Frances Farmer 
and Mary Morris. i 

Understood there was but one 
declination among the new nomi- 
nees, In addition to Lytell and Hus- 
ton, those named for the second, 
third and fourth v.p. posts are Flor- 
ence Reed, Augustus Duncan and 
Peggy Wood. Paul Dullzell con- 
tinues as treasurer and will doubt- 
less be reappointed as executive sec- 
retary. John Beal succeeds Leo 
Curley as recording secretary. 

Those named to the council for 
five years: Walter Abel, Ruth Ham- 
mond, Matt Briggs, Kent Smith, Sam 
Levene, William David, John Emery, 
Leon Ames, Audrey Christie, Sam 
Jaffe. Four already are members of 
the body, their terms expiring this 
spring. 





Jolson 
Continued from page 2____] 


too, that Jolson is anxious to appear 
in Chicago during the Democratic 
National Convention. Silvers has 
returned to the Coast, although he is 
credited with sketches in ‘Keep Off 
the Grass,’ also a Shubert musical, 
now in rehearsal. 

During the winter Silvers and Yel- 
len talked to Jolson from New York 
by telephone, calling him at the 
Roney-Plaza, Miami Beach, almost 
daily. They described the scenes in 
detail, virtually enacting them over 
the wire, and along Broadway there 
was comment over the cost of the 
calls. 

It’s now definite that Jolson will 
return to the boards this spring, but 
it may be the fall before he reaches 
Broadway. Star, who was a major 
draw on the road, intends playing 
dates out of town indefinitely, de- 
pendent on business. 


a) 
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Glenda Farrell May 
Stick in ‘Separate’ Play 


Although it was announced that 
Glenda Farrell would withdraw from 
‘Separate Rooms,’ Elliott, N. Y., deal 
was on early this week whereby she 


may stick, with some adjustment of 
salary. However, Muriel Hutchison, 
slated to step into the part when the 
farce moves to the Mansfield Mon- 
day (15), was rehearsing for the re- 
placement. 

Play was called ‘Thanks for My 
Wife’ when it opened in Seattle and 
toured eastward. Bobby Crawford 
presents, but William B. Friedlander 
was first billed as co-producer. Alan 
Dinehart, one of the featured play- 
ers, has an interest in the show. Jack 
Smart, comedy butler of the play, 
has handed in his notice. 


HUB “MULATTO’ 
FOLDS IN RED 


‘Mulatto,’ a drama of miscegena- 
tion which has a history dotted with 
contention, quietly folded in Boston 
Saturday (6) after playing the 


Copely there for two weeks to lean 
pickings. Play was presented by W. 
J. Haggerty, of Philadelphia, with 
the reputed backing of Dr. Romeo 
Lungo, of that city. Understood that 
both were to put up $5,000 each. 
'The doctor’s end was forthcoming, 
but whether the balance of the bank- 
roll appeared is not clear. 

Because of weak boxoffice, the 
physician asked that the show be 
closed after the first week and sent 
an attorney to the Hub to effect that 
demand. Second week was decided 
on, however, because of the two- 
weeks salary minimum for the cast. 
Company was brought back and paid 
off with funds on deposit with 
Equity. Also stated that Dr. Lungo 
put up an additional $500. 

‘Mulatto’ was presented at the 
Vanderbilt, N. Y., in the fall of 1935 
by Martin Jones, whose name did 
not appear in the Boston venture. 
It: was written by Langston Hughes, 
said to have been a colored bellhop. 
Show operated in the red for many 
weeks, brought out in an arbitra- 
tion session occasioned by the claim 
of royalty participation by Jones, 
who revised the script. Before the 
end of the engagement, ‘Mulatto’ was 
loser to the extent of $75,000 and 
Jones was somewhat miffed at re- 











| ports the loss was a mere $35,000. 


He said at the time that was a piking 
amount. 

Despite the distinct flop rating of 
‘Mulatto,’” attempts were made to 
play it in Philly, where city officials 
banned the drama. Considerable 
court proceedings ensued and the 
city’s nix stuck. It was figured that 
because of the publicity the showing 
in the Hub would be a natural. 
Copely was rented from the Shu- 
berts, but Haggerty declined to use 
a press agent and company manager 





of the Theatrical Managers, Agents | 





and Treasurers union. 

|}a protest from TMAT 
itration sought on the 
ithe basic agreement 
'agers provides that when theatres 
are booked or 
i stipulated that the front of the house 
be TMATers. 


That brought 
and an arbi- 
grounds that 





OPRY HOUSE SAVED 


L.A.’s Mason, on Verge of Razing, 
Gets Foreign Plays 








Los Angeles, April 9. 

Saved in the nick of time, like a 
| blonde in a cliffhanger, the old 
Mason Opera House was leased by 
Dr. Peter Ricardi for five years and 
will be turned,into an international 
theatre. Wreckers were ready to 
tear down the building, which had 
housed some of the most important 
theatrical and musical events in the 
west over a period of 37 years. 

Threatened destruction had aroused 
ia storm of protest among old and 
| middle-aged playgoers. It will be 
| used for the production of Spanish, 
| Italian, French and Yiddish stage 
| plays, and the presentation of for- 
| eign-made films. 





| 


| 


with’ man- | 


leased it must be | 


'meggers, he later had to face his irate 





Some Glory, Anyhow 





Picture rights to ‘The Weak 
Link,’ which closed at the Gold- 
en, N. Y., after a short stay, were 
sold to Warners, price being 
around $15,000. Boxoffice was 
very weak, but show kept lighted 
in the expectation that the film 
money would absorb the red. 
Reported that Chester Erskin 
and Philip Adler, producers, got 
nothing for their end because 
they were in hock for that much 
to the Shuberts, who operate the 
house. 

Managers share of the film 
money was 40% or about $6,000. 


——- —___ 


CHOS. EQUITY ASKS 1$ 
CALL FOR ITS CHICKS 


Chorus Equity has asked that it 
receive calls for choristers in ad- 
vance of publication in the dailies 
and a number of managers have sig- 
nified willingness to comply. Ruth 
Richmond, executive secretary of 
the chorus branch, started the move 
with the idea of planting more mem- 
bers in jobs, although newcomers 
are required to join the union, 

It’s estimated that about 20% of 
non-members land in musical shows 
because of publicity given the calls. 
Believed that this percentage will be 
reduced if calls are kept on q.t., 
since most members of the chorus 
union are said to be in their early 
twenties, although having appeared 
in two or three shows. Since 
Chorus Equity was formed by the 
late Marie Dressler during the 1919 
actors’ strike, there have been a total 
of 40,000 members. 

Currently there are 4,000 mem- 
bers, 2,000 of whom are active. 
However, only some 600 are in the 
paid-up classification. First man- 
ager to agree on favoring the chorus 
branch with an advance call was 
Nick Holde, in charge of the World’s 
Fair ‘American Jubilee,’ but a dis- 
agreement arose over pay mini- 
mums. 

















Legit Spec During N. Y. 
Fair Maybe Into Center 


New legit spectacle for the Center 
theatre, in Rockefeller Center, dur- 
ing the World’s Fair is understood 
under consideration. Reported that 
the Shuberts and Martin Beck are 
interested in teaming on the financ- 
ing of such a venture, with Morris 
Gest associated with the presenta- 
tion. Owen Davis is mentioned as 
author of the show. 

Group huddled yesterday (Tues- 
day) with J. Kenneth Hyatt, realty 
representative for the Rockefellers. 
Center is slated to house the For- 
tune Gallo operatic presentations 
this spring, after which its fate has 
been a matter of speculation. W. G. 
Van Schmuss, director of the Radio 
City Music Hall, was recently ap- 
pointed director of the Center as 
well. 
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Kalmann Has Two New 
Operettas for Broadway 





Emmerich Kalmann, the Viennese 
composer, on his first visit to Amer- 
ica, although he is well known for 
his ‘Countess Maritza’ and other op- 
erettas, has two new works that will 
probably see production on Broad- 
way. They’ve been ‘one abroad, and 
both scores are committed to T. B. 
Harms for publication. 

‘Josephine’ is one, and the fact that 
Geza Herczeg, his librettist collabo- 
rator, is in New York presently (he’s 
been writing in Hollywood for War- 
ners), will probably hasten that first. 
The other is ‘The Devil’s Rider,’ but 


Indie Ticket Agcy. Strike In N. Y. 
Against League Fails to Come Off 





The indicated ‘strike’ of independ- 
ent ticket agencies belonging to the 
Associated Theatre Ticket Agencies 
failed to materialize Monday (8), 
when the first suspension of a mem- 


ber-broker became effective for one 
week. The other two are dated for 
next Monday (15). 

It’s presumed that the responses 
from managers individually to the 
statement of the cases by the ATTA 
lawyer, Gustav A. Gerber, did not 
support his contentions. 

ATTAers claimed there was no 
threat to cease selling tickets during 
the time the disaffected members 
were suspended, but the letter to the 
managers read: ‘You will take notice 
that our membership is more than 





its librettists, Shanzer and Wellisch, 
are currently domiciled in Italy and | 
Vienna, respectively. 

Kalmann, now 57, has been resi- 
dent in Paris for the past two years, 
post-anschluss. 


ACTOR PAY AT 





happy to sell your tickets, but un- 
less they will all be in a position to 
do business in the regular course, 
without fear of jeopardies cast up 
and presented by the Code Author- 
ity, it will be necessary for all the 
members to quit selling theatre 
tickets during the period of ex- 
traordinary danger to their indi- 
vidual standings.’ Previously the 





FAIR OUTLINED, 


Stated early this week that the 
minimum salaries set for ‘American 
Jubilees’ by Equity will apply to 
other major World’s Fair attractions 
such as Aquacade, ‘Railroads on 





Parade’ and ‘Streets of Paris.’ Al- 


will be applied to the concessions al- 
though there is a possibility of fur- 
ther changes. 

Monday (8) chorus rehearsals for 
‘Jubilee’ started at Manhattan Center 
(former opera house) in New York, 
although Equity had warned mem- 
bers not to rehearse nor to sign con- 
tracts. People from Equity and the 
| chorus branch visited the conces- 
sion’s New York offices late last 
week to give instructions to mem- 
' bers. They were asked to leave the 
offices after a time and continued 
talking to their people in the hall- 
ways. 

‘Jubilee’ management averred that 
singers and dancers were signing re- 
gardless, satisfied with the offer of 
$40 weekly. It contended that Equity 
hasn’t yet the right to jurisdiction 
over the musical spectacle, since it 
has not signed with the Fair and 
therefore is not recognized. 

It appears that the show manage- 
ment and Equity came closer to 
agreement with the acceptance of a 
seven-day week but the rub was 
over the increased minimums of $45 


(Continued on page 44) 








Solly Finds Plenty Partners, Also 


Losses, In Waterbury Stock Venture 


| 





Joseph (Joe) Solly, veteran bill- 
poster and sometime stock company | 
impresario, fouled out in Waterbury, 


Conn., with a stock venture that 
lasted a week ana one night, blowing | 
up on April Fool's day. Solly’s mana- 
gerial sally was siuck about $2,000, 
mostly his own coin, and, in addition 
to having it tough among the Nut- 


wife. Anyhow, Solly relishes in the | 
fact that he was once associated with 
Charles Blaney when that showman 
was a whizz in the stock field. 
Solly’s stock played the somewhat 
ancient Jacques theatre, owned by 
the former mayor of Waterbury, who 
has troubles of his own and ex- 
pressed the wish that the house 
would burn down. There was a part- 
ner in the show named Cohn, but 
Solly couldn’t remember his first 
name. He described him as ‘a bur- 
lesque guy,’ and it turned out that 
the fellow’s handle is Charles. It 
seems that Cohn promoted a candy 
butcher, touching that gent for $500, 
which went into Solly’s stock pot. 
Cohn immediately moved in on 
Waterbury with his family, one of 
whom was placed in the boxoffice. 


!to say about all 


| couldn’t answer that. 





The candy man also went there, an- 
ticipating a cleanup. 


that. When the 
stock was about to start, the back- 


| stage leader wanted to know about | 


a bond for their pay, and Solly 
It was agreed 
that the deckhands be paid off at 


each performance, First night's take | 


| was around $100, and there was no | in 
| difficulty 
| Second Monday was not so good, the 
| gross being $19.30. 


until last week’s start. 





That was not! 
enough for the crew, and Solly sug- 
gested they wait until] the next per- 
formance. They curtly told him to 
‘get it up,’ but he couldn't and so the |’ 
curtain. Company was brought back 
by Equity, which had $900 on deposit | 
for salaries and return fares. 

Last time Solly was a manager was 
1931, when he had a stock in Worces- 
ter, Mass. That didn’t do so well, 
either, and something like $660 in 
claims are still on file, unpaid. He 
admits that much red with one ex- 
ception, claiming that the director 
put in a bill for $2 for a prop and 
therefore refuses to settle with the 
actors. 

It was opined that the Waterbury | 
(noted for its dollar watches and Dan | 
Parker) date was not billed the way | 
an expert like Solly should have | 
handled that end. He explains, how- 
ever, that nearly 500 tack cards were | 





But the stagehands had something | swiped. \ 


though the disagreement between the | 
Fair management and Equity over | 
‘Jubilee’ has still not been adjusted, | 


it was explained that pay uniformity | would likely lose customers. 


code enforcement board declared it 
would not recede from its decisions 
and the board of the League of New 
York Theatres backed up that stand. 

When word went around that 
should the ATTA people strike they 
might find it difficult to obtain the 
same allotment of tickets thereafter, 
it resulted in reconsideration of the 
plan. It was also figured that the 
major agencies, if not others, would 
obtain larger allotments while the 
indies faced certain losses. It was 
also figured that if the ATTAers 
could not supply their patrons dur- 
ing the suspension period, they 


Newman’s Quits ATTA 

| When the others decided not to 
| Strike, Newman’s resigned from 
| ATTA, feeling it could not get ex- 
| pected protection or support from 
| the association. That agency drew 
| a two-weeks’ suspension, the others, 
| Victory and Forty-Fifth Street, 
| drawing one week. Restriction on 
; the latter applies only to the Musie 
| Box (‘The Man Who Came to Din- 
ner’). Newman’s was adjudged 
guilty of code breach in selling three 
tickets to Acme, an _ unaccredited 
agency, but Newman people insist 
they did not sell the pasteboards in 
question and claim no sales to 
Acme were knowingly made in the 
last six months, 

Brokers were called to the League 
offices last week to discuss the offer 
of Western Union and Postal to han- 
dle theatre tickets. Agency people 
objected to such grants. They 
pointed out that they had leases on 
a number of hotel stands and were 
financially obligated, with the 
chances of operating such spots suc- 
cessfully doubtful if the wire com- 





| panies sold in competition. Also con- 


tended that the League has a moral 
responsibility to those brokers signa- 


| tory to the code, and that deals with 


the communications companies might 
be a violation of the code. Opin- 
ions of the agency bunch were taken 
under consideration, with no definite 
answer to the wire people decided 
on. 


Earl Larimore, Ill, Quits 
Eva LeGallienne Show 


Ear] Larimore, who has been tour- 
g with Eva LeGallienne in Ibsen 
dramas, was forced to leave the show 
last week through illness. Doctors 
ordered him to Arizona indefinitely, 
but he will come to New York for a 
medical check-up. 

A quick replacement was made. 
Staats Cotsworth, who was in Chi- 
cago, took the Larimore assignment 
Thursday (4) in Louisville. He se- 
cured the script of ‘Hedda Gabbler’ 
before leaving the Loop and is 
said to have taken the part without 
difficulty. 

Larimore is wed to Selena Royale 
and is a member of Equity’s council. 











AL WOODS’ ENGLISH PLAY 
Hollywood, April 9. 

Al Woods has bought Denison 
Clift’s ‘Room 40 O. B.’ for Broade 
way production following its Saag 
Francisco break-in. Yarn deals with 
England’s secret cryptographic bu- 
reau, 

Woods is angling for picture names 
to olav the lead. 
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- Plays on Broadway 





HIGHER AND HIGHER 


Dwight Deere Wiman production of two- 
act musical (8 scenes), starring Jack Haley. 
Marta Eggert. Shirley Ross; features Leif 
Frickson and Lee Dixon. ‘ 
Hart and Richard Rodgers; book, Gladys 
Hurlbut and Joshua Logan; staged hy 
Logan; dances, Robert Alton; settings. Jo 
Mielziner; costumes, Lucinda Ballard; book 
from an idea by Irvin Pincus; orchestra- 
tions, Hans Spialek; Al Goodman conduct- 
ing; mixed choir, 10; 10 ponies and 10 male 
dancers; opened April 4, ‘40, at $6.60 top; 
regular scale, $4.40 top. 


Principals: Jack Haley, Marta Eagert, 
Shirley Ross. Leif Erickson. Lee Di san, | 
Eva Condon, Robert Chisholm, _ Billie 


Worth, Hilda Spong. Marie Louise Quevli, 
Gloria Hope, Hollace Shaw, Jane Richari- 
aon, Robert Rounsville, Marie Nash, Ro)- 
ert Shanley, Joe Scandur, Richard Mocre, 
Carl Trees, Janet Fox, Fin Olsen and Ses}, 
Frederic Nay. Ted Adair, Lyda Sue, Sigrid 
Dagnie, Joseph Granville, Jane Ball. 





The marquee names on ‘Higher 
and Higher’ read more Hollywood 
than Broadway, and these, coupled 
with the other artistic ingredients, 
make this Dwight Wiman-Rodgers 
and Hart musical an _ unqualified 
click. Show has everything neces- 
sary for boxoffice, from songs and 
bright comedy to cast values and 
production. . 

Despite critical captiousness by 


libretto is funny and not too cumber- 
some. Its theme is modern, em- 
bracing the Butler’s Ball, Brenda 
Frazier, competitive debutantes, etc., 
while some of it sounds like a 


Seore by Lorenz | 


‘gustingly Rich,’ one of Larry Hart's 
, best sets of wordages, but not in- 
'tended as a commercial tune, hence 
| the musical setting is more staccato 
‘and tempoed than lilting. ‘Lovely 
|Day for a Murder’ is another very 
effective production tune as is ‘I’m 
Afraid, latter including some 
imaginative comedy development by 
Shirley Ross, Janet Fox, Lee Dixon, 
Robert Chisholm, Eva Condon, Rob- 
ert Shanley and others. Miss Ross 

es a strong solo in ‘It Never En- 
tered My Mind,’ also destined for 
standout impression once it_ gets 
around, and Miss Eggert and Erick- 
son click with their duet, ‘Nothing 
| But You.’ Erickson seemed a sur- 
| prise vocally to the first-nighters al- 
| though he has sung before in Para- 
mount filmusicals. 

The two acts hold four scenes 
ecch, chiefly impressionistic, the 
most solid being the kitchen and a 
staireased section of a New York 
h-‘el’s grand ballroom. 2 

Casting is tiptop. Robert Chisholm 
as the butler; Hilda Spong and Eva 
Condon as maids; Billie Worth, good 





, comedy-dancing foil with Dixon, as 
Marie Louise |; 


a personal maid; , 
Qvevli as a scullery maid; Janet Fox, 


C ‘Hollace Shaw, and Joe Scandur and_| ‘ 
some of the daily reviewers, the! 


Richard Moore as a pair of light- 
footed hoofers, all match the 
stellar quintet in everything they 


| da. 


The 10 dancing boys and 10 ponies 
/are in the modern ensemble manner, 


trailer for Sherman Billingsley’s | almost specialists in what they do. 
Stork Club, as if boniface Billingsley ; Thus the standout bits attain extra 
bankrolled the production (which he | values as Alton paced the terp 
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didn’t). 

The show is chiefly Jack Haley. 
who has been away from Broadway, 
in filmusicals, the past seven years. 
For the two _ co-starred femmes. | 
Marta Eggert and Shirley Ross, it | 
marks Broadway debuts. The sub- 
featured Leif Erickson and Lee 
Dixon, like Haley, are repatriates to 
the stage, although it’s also the first 
time Dixon has ever been featured. 

Miss Eggert, from Budapest, 
Vienna and Paris, by way of Holly- 
wood, bids fair to establish herself 
as a new femme fave in musical 
comedy, packing plenty both on 
looks and voice. Her ‘via Holly- 
wood’ routing, of course, is a secret 








az she languished unseen, while un- 
der contract some seasons back, co- 
incidentally with the time that her 
Polish tenor-husband, Jan Kiepura, 
was being lensed. Miss Eggert is a 
very attractive ingenue whose Ger- 
man and French films have enjoyed 

me sort of unique standing in show 

iz as big grossers around the world, 
albeit not too well known in America. 
Her accent is slight and jells well 
with her Norse country assignment. 

Shirley Ross is more vividly from 
the cinemas, her succession of Para- 
mount pictures (Bob Hope, Bing 
Crosby, et al.) having given her 
some fortuitous vocal opportunities 
with tunes that enjoyed wide vogue. 
Marking her Broadway stage debut 
—she’s a 100% California product— 
the blonde Miss Ross is a photogenic 
songstress-soubret, well cast oppo- 
site Haley. 

Leif Erickson evolves the heart- 
throb interest for Miss Eggert, and 
Lee Dixon. a sort of ofay Stepin 
Fetchit, isn’t retarded on the hoof, 
in solo and when paired with Billie 
Worth, a promising comedienne. 

The book runs a bit askew from 
its basic premise, but in so doing 
there’s nary a dull moment. What 
matters it if the much talked about 
haunted wing in the mansion be- 
comes the centre of spooky hokum 
comedy? The laffs are certainly 
there. It’s here where Sharkey the 
seal, with a very broad Louholtzian 
sequence of comedy events, creates 
much merriment. Ever sin_e Bert 
Lahr, as v.p. in charge of the gents’ 
room in ‘Du Barry Was a Lady,’ 
established a certain libretto pace, 
there’s no telline what might follow. 
Sharkey’s well-trained comedy habits 
in ‘Higher and Higher’ is partial 
answer to that theoretical query. 


it’s discovered 


in and the Butlers’ Ball again re- 
sumes, a year later, with all its lav- 
ish trimmings, as the maids and 
valets and footmen are once azain 
assured tht everything is secure with 
their master’s financial batting aver- 
age. 

Gladys Hurlbut and Joshua Logan 
who fashioned the book, from an 
idea by Irvin Pincus, made it a broad 
and not too subtle effort. Logan’s 
staging of the libretto maintains fast 

ace throughout, aided not a little 
y Robert Alton’s again highly 


ziner’s settings and Lucinda Ballard’s 
costumes make the production look 
costlier than it actually is. 

Very effective in the literally fast- 
moving pace is the usage of the 
treadmill which stood Wiman and 
Rodgers and Hart in such good stead 
before in the Zorina show, ‘I Married 
an Angel.’ The sundry tableaux, 
scene-shifts, dance - posturings and 
the like have been skilfully evolved 
from the usage of the movable plat- 
form. ; 

The sones are already well in the 
air, notably ‘From Another World’ 
and ‘Every Sunday Afternoon.’ The 
cleverest lyric in the show is ‘Dis- 





imaginative dance-staging. Jo Miei- | 


routines. 

Al Goodman per usual does a 
bangup job maestroing in the pit, 
and he’s by no means handicapped 
by a dardy orchestration job on the 
Rodgers and Hart score which the 
veteran Hans Spialek turned in. 
‘Higher and Higher’ withal ranks, 
like its title, in the top brackets as 
Broadway musical fare. Abel. 


An International Incident 


Comedy in three acts (feur scenes), by 
Vincent Sheean Stars Ethel Barrymore; 
features Kent Smith, Josephine Hull, Cecil 
Humphreys. Directed by Guthrie McClin- 
tic; settings by Stewart Chaney. Presented 
by Guthrie McClintic, at Ethel Barrymore, 
N. ¥, April 2, '40; $3.30 top ($5.50 open- 
ing). 
Nitmett@...cccccccceccessescecs Regina Valdy 
f Arthur Kennedy 
4 Ben Lackland 
L Sidney Stone 
Richard S. Bishop 

Peter Scott 
John Gage 
Hank Rogers Kent Smith 

Mrs. Citarles Rochester....Ethel Barrymore 
| { Josephine Hull 

Committee Women........ 1 Lea Penman 

* | Eda Heinemann 
' Albert Clarke-Bates.......Cecil Humphreys 


Reporters... 


Photographers. ......ee. 
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Vincent ‘Sheean, foreign corre- 
|spondent-author of ‘Personal His- 
| tory’ and ‘Not Peace But a Sword,’ 
makes his first playwrighting try 
iwith this talky comedy, ‘An Inter- 
national Incident.’ Although the 
play has amiable qualities, it is mild 
theatre and doubtful boxoffice. 

Naturally Sheean’s views on inter- 
national relations are interesting. He 
also has a sense of character and a 
certain knack for dialog. But he 
apparently lacks dramatic instinct, 
for his play is little more than a suc- 
cession of faintly amusing but mean- 
dering conversations between his two 
leading characters. There is little 
action or movement, and the primary 
situation isn’t developed. Whatever 
the intended theme may have been, 
it remains unclarified. 

Play’s focal character is a middle- 
aged, much-married, American-born 
English lady who has ‘retained a 
modicum of common sense.” Having 
arrived in America for a lecture tour, 
she is suspected by the newspapers 
of planning a_ subtle propaganda 
campaign. One confused young re- 
porter attempts to show her what the 
; war means to the common working 
}man, but he merely succeeds in be- 
|coming infatuated with her and in 








Happy ending is achieved when| setting her involved in a labor brawl 
f that the haunted | in which she is slugged by a cop. 

wing of the penurious aristocrat is | 
loaded with Napoleon brandy. That’s 
the cue for converting it into a new 
sort of of class nitery, the coin rolls 


That’s too much for the fluttery 
women’s club committees, who 
|promptly cancel the _ international 
| charmer’s lecture dates and are neat- 
ily snooted in the process. However, 
{things are thereby resolved for the 
|ald girl, and she decides to marry the 
| Right Honorable swain-of-long- 

yearning, who providentially makes 
|a last-act entrance just to be accept- 

ed. Whereupon the smitten reporter 
igoes off by himself downstage left 
and stands with his arms folded, 
| gazing at the descending curtain and 
| apparently brooding about the futili- 
| ty of it all. 

| Ethel Barrymore’s superb talents 
and magnetic personality make the 
| favorite of Mayfair a credible and 
lentertaining character. Plainly rec- 
ognizing the inconclusiveness of 
;many of the lines, she scurries 
, through lengthy passages, but pauses 
to give a meaning sparkle to the 
speeches that have sufficient point. 
She has the gift of always being in- 
| teresting, but in the case of ‘An In- 
ternational Incident.’ what she has to 
“7 evaporates the instant she’s said 

It. 
| Kent Smith plays the reporter with 
|sineerity and simplicity, if not much 
variation. Josephine Hull is a char- 
'acteristically palpitating women’s 


| 


elub committee chairman, with Lea | 


Penman and Eda Heineman provid- 


in nvincing assistance, while Ar- 
thu’ Kennedy, Ben Lackland and 
Sidney Stone are believable as al- 
most the only accurately written 
newspapermen the Broadway stage 
has seen within memory. Cecil Hum- 
phreys mops up in the third-act part 
of the Right Honorable. — : i 
Guthrie McClintic’s direction in- 
jects what flow is possible in the 
rigid script, but permits several awk- 
ward bits of staging to remain—no- 
tably the stilted final curtain. Stew- 
art Chaney’s different groupings 
with the single setting gives the 
proper impression of monotony of 
hotel rooms. Hobe. 





JOB 


Tragedy in two acts (10 scenes) by Victor 
Kelemen, from Joseph Roth's nove! of the 
same name; translated and adapted from 
the German by Henry Lorand and Sol 
Neugeboren; presented and staged by Paul 


Gordon; stars Samuel Goldenberg; at 
Heckscher theatre, N.Y., for one-night spe- 
cial performance, April 5, '40; $10 top. 
Mendel Singer..........Samuel Goldenberg 
Deborali......0-¢ Eleonora von Mendelssohn 
PEEIRER ccc ccncccecvesercevctess Trude Berg 
BONAR sooo ccccecertsesvcovcesover Don Appell 
Schemariah...ccccrcoccccscesess Bert Bernd 
Moenteobaten. ..ccecccccesceces Louis La Valle 
Dr. Soalstyuk..cccccccecscccccscees Tom Robin 
INDIR sc 0:5:6005009:000000 eeeee gon Curth 
PM ce sb perendesoeeees peewenuor Toe Miller 
Rebecca..... ecccccccccecscces Ruth) Sherrill 
| Kapturak....... ccenasreeseeat Alfred Linder 
Ns 0% 6:4:0.5:0666606490660004 008 Alfred Durra 
BD 66a rsd oendeeeceocseesccrs Owen Jordan 
Policeman...... ee eesoees Edmond Le Comte 
FOR. ovcee err ecccccccccersces Christa Abbel 
DROWEONEE. i002. cceseseces Sigmund Nunberg 
Mra. Skowromek. ..ccccoccccscces Olga Fuchs 
i, ARO $660 s4b0e008 Ludwig Donah 
, Se ARR Kdith Sartorius 
FIOTIABR. ov ccccsrcereeseecsees James Harker 





Joseph Roth’s best-selling novel of 
several years ago, ‘Job,’ which he de- 
scribed as the story of a simple man, 
has been dramatized with little of 
the lustre that surely must be a 
vital part of the novel. Presented in 
English for a special performance at 
the New York Heckscher theatre, the 
proceeds going to the family of the 
Austrian author, who died an exile 
in Paris a couple of years ago, ‘Job’ 
as a play tells an excellent story, 
but with a restrained production, un- 
professional staging, plus inconsistent 
playing by a number of the support- 
ing players. It holds little promise 
for the English stage, but with care- 
ful staging and casting should serve 
as an excellent Yiddish language 
play. 

A yarn built around a central 
character, Mendel Singer, an ortho- 
dox Jew steeped in Old World tra- 
ditions, ‘Job’ attempts to parallel this 
character with the Biblical Job, who, 
despite many heart-rending blows, 
still maintained his Hebraic devout- 
ness. 

Mendel Singer’s only daughter is 
wayward; his youngest son is a crip- 
pled mute: his two oldest sons are 
killed in the war, and his wife col- 
lapses in grief over the news of the 
death of one of them. So he re- 
nounces God, only to reclaim Him 
when the youngest son, whom he had 
left behind in Europe when he came 
to America, shows up years later 
as a successful musician. 

Samuel Goldenberg, of Maurice 
Schwartz’s Yiddish Art Theatre 
troupe, played the lead part and ac- 
quitted himself excellently, as did 
Eleonora von Mendelssohn, as his 
wife. Trude Burg, a refugee from 
Berlin, who is in this country only 
five weeks, has an impish quality to 
her playing that indicates better 
things for her to come with better 
direction. She’s a dark-haired look- 
er, has a neat chassis and speaks 
English with a slight accent. The rest 
are just mediocre. 

Paul Gordon’s direction paced the 
play much too slowly, while settings 
comprised only drapes and _inci- 
dentals. Victor Kelemen dramatized 
the novel originally, while Henry 
Lorand and Sol Neugeboren adapted 
it from the German. 

Albert Einstein and Eddie Cantor 
were programmed as patrons. 





College Play 








LIFE BEGINS IN ’40 


(COLUMBIA UNIV. PLAYERS) 


Annual varsity musical in two acts (four 
scenes), presenied by the Columbia Univer- 
sity Players; book, I. A. I. Diamond: 
music, Lee Wainer, Edgar Carver, Albert 


Sherwin, Alan Goldberg, Richard Delnun- 
zio; lyrics, I. A. LL. Diamond, Kdward 
Falasca, J. Robert Cherneft; Staged by Paul 
J. Winkopp, '24; orchestra under direction 
of Lee Wainer; orchestrations, Lee Wainer: 
dances staged by Frank Gagen; settings, 
H. H. Riddleberger; presented at the Hotel 
Astor, N. Y., April 4-5, ‘40 $2.50 top. 
Since boys will be girls, and un- 
dergrads have, for more years than a 
98 alumnus cares to remember, 
taken potshots at the politicos on the 
varsity Stage, the old idea has re- 
solved into a fairly merry time in 
the new Columbia University Play- 
ers’ annual varsity show, ‘Life Be- 
gins in ’40.’ Playing to capacity at the 
Hotel Astor (N.Y.) for two nights, it 
showed itself to be an_occasionally 
tuneful, sometimes incoherent musi- 
cal that has at least one sophomoric 
failing in its constant and incon- 
sistent salaam to the GOP and re- 
peated slam at the New Deal. 


I.A.L. Diamond has written the 
show’s book for the third straight 





| that smacks of politics. 
‘large and so are the credits. 


year and, with a whimsical tongue 
in cheek, is satirizing everything 
The cast is 


The book, as in most musicals, has 
(Continued on page 44) 


Plays Out of Town 





Love’s Old Sweet Song 


Princeton, N. J., April 6. 


Comedy in three acts by William Saro- 
yan, presented by The Theatre Guild in 
association with Eddie Dowling; features 
Walter Huston and Jessie Royce Landis; 
staged by Dowling and Saroyan; settings by 
Watson Barratt; production under super- 
vision of Lawrence Langner and Theresa 





Helburn At McCarter Theatre, Princeton, 
April 6, '40; $3.30 top. 
Barnaby Gaul. ..ccccccrccces Walter Huston 
Ann Hamilton......... Jessie Royce Landis 
(Georgie Americanos.......- Peter Fernandez 
Tom Fiora...cccccccccceess James E. Elliott 
Cabot Yearling.. ...- Arthur Lee Hunnicutt 
Leona Yearling, his wife..... Dora Merande 
Newton Yearling..... eebenad George Cotton 
Al Vearlin®....ccccccccsoces Thomas Jordan 
1 Velma Yearling.......... Barbara Hastings 
\Selma Yearling.......sseee. Ardele Hastings 
Henry Yearling. ..ccccssscesess Eric Roberts 
Jesse Yearling. ...cccccceccceed Jackie Ayers 
Lucy Yearling..... .Lorna Lynn Meyers 
Hla Yearling... cccccecsceccees Mae Grimes 
Susan Yearling..... pecieesnras Patricia Roe 
Maud Yearling..... eseeees- ('arol Freedman 
Lemmie Yearling...... $a64R 00504 Don O'Day 
| Mae Yearling........ sees Joyce Van Patten 
Harry Yearling....... canoes Michael Artist 
Wilbur Yearling..... Seeceececres Jules Leni 
Richard Olliver....cccccsccees Hugh Rennie 


ee Peer Paula Bauersmith 


Daniel Hough, farmer......John E, Regan 


Br, Smith. .ccccecesecccs e.e-+-Nick Dennis 
My. FRArris..ccccccececcces Hudson Fawcett 
BOP. ...0060csceccccccecesess Pass Le Noir 
Stylianos Americanos..........++4 Alan Reed 
Papa Americanos........- John Economides 
David F. Windmore........... Alan Hewiit 
WOOIIOUTIODs 66.6 6.0000:566065500% Angi O, Poulos 





Those who would have you believe 
that Saroyan took but a few hours 


to dash off ‘Love’s Old Sweet Song’ 
probably aren’t so far removed from 
the truth. Certainly there was little 
evidence at the McCarter theatre 
preem here Saturday night (6) of 
any studied, mature thought behind 
this three-act comedy. 


While there are moments of de- 
lightful nonsense in the first and 
third acts, on the whole the play is 
bogged down by much pointless 
talking and aimless wandering. 


Saroyan’s attempt to extract com- 
edy from the plight of the Okies in 


come off. That the itinerant family 
of Yearlings is more kin to the 
Jeeter Lesters than to Pa and Ma 
Joad may have been the intention 
of the author. One guess is as good 
as another at a Saroyan play. But 
the uncomfortable feeling persists 
that there is a definite lack of good 
taste in the exploitation of the 
Okies. To Saroyan the itinerants 
are a horde of prolific imbeciles, tak- 
ing from the world that which they 
want. He apparently has little sym- 
pathy for them, pointing an accusing 
finger at their laziness and destruc- 
tiveness. 


Saroyan is happier turning to the 
W. C. Fields-inspired Barnaby Gaul, 
a charlatan hawker of a cure-all 
medicine who ambles casually into 
Bakersfield, California, to disrupt the 
;44 years of harmony in the rose-fes- 
| tooned life of spinster Ann Hamilton. 
When Saroyan treats of Life and 
Time as Henry Luce publications he 
is, again, at his best, but when he 
dwells on their cosmic aspects, the 
play suffers immeasurably. 


A running description of the play 

somehow defies analysis. It goes 
something like this: Georgie Ameri- 
|canos, a Postal Telegraph boy, vic- 
| tim of a cohort’s prank, delivers a 
fake telegram to the spinster Miss 
Hamilton announcing the arrival of 
Barnaby Gaul, an erstwhile admirer 
i|of 27 years back, who will identify 
j|himself by whistling ‘Love’s Old 
| Sweet Song.’ Enters Dr. Greatheart, 
quack medicine man, who, it ap- 
pears, also likes to whistle the tune, 
and, sizing up the situation, accepts 
the cognomen of Barnaby and as- 
| vires to a soft berth. Then come the 
| hies, 16 of them (most of them 
kids), and two unwanted appendages, 
|a Life photographer and a writer. 
They invade the premises, ‘aimin’ to 
|set awhile and rest’ until Ma Year- 
ling’s newest arrival sees the light of 
|day in two or three months. The 
| resultant confusion drives Barnaby 
| off. but the spinster lady, tasting love 
|for the first time, chases after him. 
| Barnaby returns to demonstrate his 
ability as a pitchman, wheedles the 
| Time salesman into buying a bottle 
of his elixir, turns over the dollar to 
| Yearling and confesses that, far from 
| being a charlatan, he is a Conveyor 
|of Faith. Then suddenly Pa Year- 
| ling is fatally clubbed over the head 
|by his oldest son, because Pa pre- 
|ferred to be alone with his wife 
| while Newton wanted to lie in her 
|lap again ‘just like I used to.’ The 
| house burns down as the family de- 
| parts, leaving behind the smallest tot. 
| Meanwhile, two of the older girls 
| have been led astray and a son flees 
for parts unknown. 


To the home of Georgie Ameri- 
canos’ father comes the spinster lady 
pleading for help in ridding her 

| home of the Okies. She stays to get 
|drunk in one of the more classic 
| scenes of the play. Then comes Bar- 
| naby with a new bicycle for Georgie. 
be gets a taste of Papa Americanos’ 
wrestling prowess and is half-nel- 
io into an agreement to love and 
cherish Ann. Finally arrive the 
| Yearlings at the instigation of Geor- 
| gie as the play ends in a hymn of 
|love. Whether Saroyan can untan- 
gle himself from this straitjacket of 
confusion remains to be seen. 

Walter Huston joints the gallery of 

| Saroyan trapezists with a convincing 
| performance as Barnaby. He proves 








California somewhat doesn’t quite 





again he’s a sterling actor, putting 
into the character far more than 
Saroyan wrote into it. Jessie Royce 
Landis, co-featured, is also excellent 
as Ann. Despite occasional overact- 
ing, Peter Fernandez handles the role 
of Georgie skilfully. Arthur Lee 
Hunnicutt, as Cabot Yearling, the 
father, and Dora Merande, as his 
wife, Leona, are both good. 


The settings designed by Watson 
Barratt are highlights of the produc- 
tion, and the incidental music com- 
posed and orchestrated by Paul 
Bowles belong to the finer moments, 
Lawrence Langner and Theresa Hel- 
burn supervised production, Eddie 
Dowling and Saroyan doubling in 
the staging. Rosen. 


ROMEO AND JULIET 


San Francisco, April 8. 
Shakespeare revival presented by Laure 
ence Olivier. Stars Vivien Leigh and Oli- 





vier; features Dame May Whitty; directed 
by Olivier and Robert Ross. At Geary, 
San Francisco, week beginning April 8, °40, 
rere rT rrr Laurence Olivier 
TNE 6 6 60:6 040064066-60086 40) 445 Vivien Leigh 
Nurse. eeeeeees-Dame May Whitty 
Mercutio. .crcccccccccccccess Edmond O'Brien 
CASURIB..ccccces cocccccese Halliwell Hobbes 
Montague...... $6086 6000000009 Ben Webster 
Benvolio....... $6:9:694946 000465 Wesley Addy 
lady Capulet............-Katherine Warren 
Es 6.5: 0454:640400 000 ere Frank Downing 
ho eee Oe esee- Raymond Johnston 
PUREE b9:65:6-0.0:95:0% Perce TUTTE Cornel Wilde 
Prim? TMUrense..cccccsceced Alexander Knox 


Lady Montague Barbara Horder 





Hollywood strode the boards of the 
Geary theatre here tonight in Shake- 
speare’s ‘Romeo and Juliet,’ with 
Laurence Olivier and Vivien Leigh 
starred and giving a performance 
that was brilliant in spots and medi- 
ocre in others. A packed audience 
of the city’s cream and goodly con- 
tingent from the film capital greeted 
the work of the stars and their sup- 
pert with an approval that began 
somewhat polite and mild, but cres- 
cendoed to genuine approval as the 
play unfolded. 


Olivier’s portrayal of Romeo be- 
gins with a speed of movement that 
resembles a pacing animal. He con- 
tinually jumps from spot to spot, 
restless and nerve driven. Gradu- 
ally, as the first act progresses, he 
seems to overcome the aviditv of his 
love and becomes more the finished 
and restrained actor. His reading 
seems too swift and hurried at the 
start, but this, too, improves as the 
play progresses. By the beginning 
of the second act he i in full con- 
trol of his power, and by the time he 
reaches the balcony scenes gives a 
superb performance. In this he is 
restrained, forceful and eloquent. 


Miss Leigh as Juliet is a sight for 
the eyes, as well as the ears. Her 
reading shows a natural apprecia- 
tion of the part. She, too, shines 
with particular brilliance in the bal- 
cony scene. 

There are highlights in the per- 
formance of Alexander Knox’s Friar 
Laurence. With a rich voice and 
nice feeling for the lines, he drew 
several bursts of applause opening 
night. The nurse of Dame May 
Whitty ,nervous and somewhat stum- 
bling in her first few scenes, was fine 
later on. Edmond O’Brien’s Mere 
cutio suffers somewhat from overact- 
ing and slurring. This was most no- 
ticeable in the early scenes. A fine 
performance is turned in by Wesley 
Addy as Benvolio. The rest of the 
cast is adequate, to say the least. 

The settings are suggestive in part 
of a production rather hastily 
thrown together. Yet, like the per- 
formance of most of the players, they 
vary from indifferent to excellent. 
The balcony set, Friar Laurence’s 
cell and Juliet’s bedroom are con- 
trived with novelty and effective- 
ness, 


The lighting is especially good. Al- 
together the entire performance 
moves with precision, the changes 


— accomplished with revolving 
sets. 

Report is that Warner Bros. is 
back of this production with an eye 
on its possibilities for pictures with 
Olivier and Miss Leigh starred. 

Rivers. 


‘Suspect’, $4,500, Has 
No B.0. In St. Louis 


St. Louis, April 9. 

Critics tossed out bundles of raves 
last week, but the natives didn’t be- 
lieve 'em, stayed away from the 
American theatre in droves and 
‘Suspect,’ London meller, with Paul- 
ine Lord in top role, was the worst 
flop of the current season. 

Piece copped only estimated $4,- 
500 for eight performances. 











San Diego Legiter Goes Vaude 
San Diego, April 9. 

Savoy, last stand of legit here, is 
being converted into a vaudfilmer. 
Switch in policy has caused cancel- 
lation of 13 road attractions already 
booked. 

Bryan Foy, Warner producer, {is 
interested with George Caldares in 
operation of the house. 
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LUNTS - ‘NIGHT’ 
HOT $21,000 
IN HUB 


Boston, April 9. 

"There Shall Be No Night’ led 
every other local legit attraction by 
a mile last week as it shaped up to 
smash-hit calibre in the first of two 
weeks’ tryout. ‘Hot Mikado,’ back 
for return engagement, lacked the 
b.o. punch of its original playdate 
here earlier in the season. First full 
week of ‘Mulatto’ was disappointing. 

George M. Cohan comes in Mon- 
day (15) with tryout of ‘The Return 
of the Vagabond,’ which he wrote as 
his own starring vehicle. ‘Keep Off 
the Grass,’ new Shubert musical star- 
ring Jimmy Durante, Ray Bolger, 
Ilka Chase and Jane Froman, is 
slated for a tryout here April 29, 
after previously opening in New 
Haven. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘There Shall Be Ne Night,’ Colo~ 
nial (Ist wk.) (1,643; $3.30). Com- 
bination of Guild subscription list, 

lus the natural b.o. power of this 
imely drama and the Lunt-Fontanne 
star duo added up to nearly $21,000 
for first week. Tickets plenty scarce 
for second final week. 

Hot Mikado, Shubert (1st wk.) 
(1,590; $2.75). Initial week of re- 
turn date garnered $9,000, fair. One 
more stanza. 

‘Mulatto,’ Copley. Went off Satur- 
day after two pale weeks; about 
$1,500 last week. 


7 SHOWS OUT 
ON BWAY; 2 DUE 


Last Saturday (6) saw more 
casualties than first indicated. Clos- 
ings were: ‘Time of Your Life,’ 
Guild; ‘See My Lawyer,’ Adelphi; 
‘The Scene of the Crime,’ Fulton; 
*‘Mamba’s Daughters,’ Broadway. In 
addition, both marionette shows, 
‘Piccoli,’ Majestic, and ‘Suzari’ (‘Pi- 
nocchio’), Waldorf, stopped, though 
former may relight. ‘Juno and the 
Paycock’ closes this week at the 
Mansfield. 

Opening next. week: 

‘Heavenly Express,’ National. 

‘Morning Star,’ Longacre (post- 
poned from this week). 


EQUITY RESOLUTION 
SEEMS AIMED AT TAC 

















In one of the most drastic moves | 


of its kind in the association's his- 
tory Equity yesterday (Tuesday) 
flatly ordered its members not to at- 
tend meetings, sign petitions or 
otherwise participate in ‘ve efforts 
of outside organizations to obtain 
Federal employment for _ actors. 
Move was obviously aimed at the 
Theatre Arts Committee and other 
allegedly leftist groups, which the 
Equity council’s resolution accused 
of ‘activities which helped destroy 
the Federal Theatre Project.’ All 
Equity members had been urged by 
TAC to attend a mass meeting at 
which petitions for Government em- 
ployment af actors would be passed. 


Statement issued by the council 
explained that the action was taken 
so Equity could assume active lead- 
ership in a campaign to make actors 
and actresses eligible for Federal re- 
lief. Declared that Equity would not 
permit its members to be associated 
in the activities of such groups as 
led to the scuttling of the Federal 
Theatre. 


Council also scheduled the annual 
meeting for May 24 at the Astor 
hotel, N. Y. New president and 
council slate will be elected at that 
time. 


‘Margin’ Deal Closed 
For London Showing 


Charles H. Allen, New York agent, 
last week closed a deal for Joseph 
Sacks, London producer, to present 
Clare Boothe’s ‘Margin for Error’ in 
that city. Tentative plans call for 
an opening of the anti-Nazi play 
around June 1. 

Negotiations were carried on with 
Aldrich & Myers, N. Y. producers, 
and with Miss Boothe, who is now 
in Paris. 








‘Sts. of Paris’ Swings 
Detroit for OK $19,500 


Detroit, April 9. 

With getting plenty of extra space 
in the press on top of rave notices, 
‘Streets of Paris’ heads into a sec- 
ond good week at the Cass. Craze 
for the South American way in De- 
troit for dance and band styles has 
helped Carmen Miranda’s lure, with 
Xavier Cugat, in the Statler’s Ter- 
race Room, putting on a Miranda 
Night (1). 


Eight performances at a $3 top for 
nights were good for estimated 
$19,500 in the first week. 





PASSES AT 73 


A matinee idol in his day, William 
Faversham died Sunday (7) of heart 
failure, superinduced by a blood 
clot, in Bayshore, L. I. He passed 
his 73rd birthday about six months 
ego. Star was born in England of 
non-stage parentage whose prosaic 
name was Jones, and it was only 
after he met an actress in India, 
where he was in the British army, 
that his thoughts turned to the stage. 

Faversham developed into one of 
the most versatile actors in Ameri- 
can theatricals, but he was best 
known for his appearance in ‘The 
Squaw Man.’ When he came to 
America in 1887 he found engage- 
ments difficult to secure. He be- 
longed to that era of the stage when 
the legit theatre was south of Herald 
Square, but developed as showdom 
moved up to Times Square. Num- 
ber of plays in which he appeared 
takes up three columns in ‘Who's 
Who in the Theatre.’ 


When he was on the crest he es- 
tablished an estate near Huntington, 
L. I., which was a show place. He 
was a judge at dog shows even in 
later life, which won him friends 
among the social set. It is believed 
that some of the latter took over 
when he was recently stricken at 
the Percy Williams Home, Islip, L. I., 
which he entered three and one half 
years ago. Becoming ill he was 
taken to a home in Bayshore, where 
he was attended by private nurse 
and physician. Friends, too, ar- 
ranged for the funeral Tuesday (9) 
in his plot at Huntington, where his 
second wife, Julie Opp, is buried. 


He appeared opposite Miss Opp in 
any number of plays and there were 
two children of that union. His first 
wife was Marian Merwin, divorced 
wife of Robert Loraine, also an ac- 
tor. Third wife is Edith Campbell, 
whom he married in 1923. They be- 
came estranged and, when she was 
unable to find a stage engagement 
| she went to Cleveland where she is 
employed in a dress shop. 


After the passing of Miss Opp, 
whom he wed in 1902 and who died 
in 1922, Faversham’s stage career 
started to wane. Previously he was 
with Daniel Frohman after scoring 
in ‘She’ at Niblo’s Garden, down- 
town New York. He went under 
the management of Charles Froh- 
man at the 23rd Street theatre, scor- 
ing in William Gillette’s ‘All the 
Comforts of Home,’ but he really 
commanded attention by his per- 
formance in Bronson Howard’s 
‘Aristocracy’ at Palmers in 1893. He 
became leading man in the Empire 
| theatre company immediately there- 
after. Another success came with 
‘Lord and Lady Algy,’ and then he 
appeared with Maude Adams _ in 
‘Juliet.’ It was George Tyler who 
produced Edwin Milton 
melodrama of the west, ‘The Squaw 
Man.’ 

Faversham had a fling in motion 
pictures, but did not register as he 
did on the stage. 


‘FOLIES’ QUITS PHILLY 
WITH OKAY $16,200 


Philadelphia. April 9. 

Theatre Guild’s production of the 
new Saroyan comedy, ‘Love’s Old 
Sweet Song,’ with Walter 
currently at the Forrest. 

‘Night at the Folies Bergere’ closed 
two indifferent weeks at the Forrest 
Saturday night (6). Intake on the 
final week was approximately 
$16,200. First week was about $2,000 
higher. 

















Talu Lulu $6,500 

Buffalo, April 9. 

Tallulah Bankhead and 
Foxes’ drew nearly $6,500, 





excel- 


lent, at Erlanger in final three days ‘There Shall Be No Night,’ set to! (15th week) (C-1.005: $2.75). 


i Jast week. 


WM. FAVERSHAM 


Royle’s | 


Huston, is 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of April 8) 





‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ (Raymond 
Massey)—Forum, Wichita (8); Audi- 
torium, Denver (10); Paramount, 
Salt Lake City (12-13). 


‘Heavenly Express’ (Jules Gar- 
field, Aline MacMahon)—Hartman, 
Columbus (8-10); Victory, Dayton 
(11); English, Indianapolis (12-13). 

‘Hot Mikado’ (Bill Robinson)— 
Shubert, Boston. 

‘Key Largo’ (Paul Muni)—Selwyn, 
Chicago. 

‘Life with Father’ (Lillian Gish)— 
Blackstone, Chicago. 


‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead) 
—Royal Alexandra, Toronto. 


‘Love’s Old Sweet Song’ (Walter 
| Huston )—Forrest, Philadelphia. 

| ‘Man Whe Came to Dinner’ (Clif- 
ton Webb)—Harris, Chicago. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Alex- 
ander Woollcott)—Curran, San Fran- 
cisco. 

‘Margin fer Error’—Ford’s, Balti- 
more. 

‘Meet the People’—Playhouse, Hol- 
lywood. 

‘No Time for Comedy’ (Katharine 
Cornell-Francis Lederer) — Grand 
Opera House, Chicago. 

‘Philadelphia Story’ (Katharine 
Hepburn)—Nixon, Pittsburgh. 

‘Return of the Vagabond’ (George 
M. Cohan)—Playhouse, Providence 
(12-13). 

‘Romeo and Juliet’? (Laurence Oli- 





vier, Vivien Leigh)—Geary, San 
Francisco. 
‘Scandals’ (Willie and Eugene 


Howard )—Biltmore, Los Angeles. 

Springtime for Henry’ (Edward 
Everett Horton)—Municipal Audito- 
rium, Shreveport (7); City Audito- 
rium, Beaumont, Texas (8); Music 
Hall, Houston (9-10); Texas, San An- 
tonio (11); Paramount, Austin (12); 
Orpheum, Waco (13). 

‘Streets of Paris’—Cass, Detroit. 

‘There Shall Be No Night (Lynn 
Fontanne, Alfred Lunt)—Colonial, 


Boston. 
‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
Palace, Lorain, O. (8); Madison, 


Mansfield, O. (9); Capitol, Steuben- 
ville (10); Virginia, Wheeling, W. Va. 


(11); State, Uniontown, Pa. (12); 
Metropolitan, Morgantown, W. Va. 
(13), 





‘EXPRESS,’ N.G. $5,500 





Pittsburgh, April 9. 

Pittsburgh’s stubborn refusal to go 
for new plays, names to the con- 
trary, was demonstrated again last 
week when John Garfield’s ‘Heaven- 
ly Express’ wound up plenty in red at 
Nixon. Grabbed only aroun1 $5,500, 
despite two out of three excellent 
notices, most of the coin coming from 
|cheaper seats on Garfield’s flicker 
draw. Attraction, playing at $2.75 
|top, failed to get an opening and 
| never got started. 


Discovering fantasy on road is 
| Pretty hazardous at b.o., and with 
warm weather approaching, in- 
creasing perils in the hinterlands, 
Kermit Bloomgarden, producer of 
‘Express,’ decided here last week to 
curtail the tour and set it down on 
Broadway immediately. Result is 
that piece by Albert Bein, whieh has 
been collecting advance roya‘ties for 
author since 1933, will reach Na- 
tional in New York April 18. Orig- 
inal intention was to keep it out all 
|spring and summer and open on 


| Broadway in fall. 











‘Dinner,’ $19,500, Stal 


| 


| Big in 4th Frisco Week 





| 

San Francisco, April 9. 

| With no opposition in the legit field 
last week, ‘The Man Who Came to 
Dinner,’ at the Curran, continued in 

lits fourth week to play to crowded 

| houses, grossing approximately 

| $19,500. 

There hasn't been a show here ir 
a decade that has taken Frisco’s 
show-going adherents like this opus, 
| which stars Alexander Woollcott. 








‘Hepburn With $26,200 
| Sets Baltimore Record 


Baltimore, April 9. 

' Hanging up a house record for a 
‘non-musical, Ford’s garnered ap- 
| proximately $26,200 with ‘The Phila- 
| delphia Story’ last week, with solid 
| capacity at practically every one of 
| the eight performances. 

| Current this week is ‘Margin For 


‘Little’ Error,’ at top of $1.67, with the; 


Lunts, in Robert E. Sherwood’s 


} follow at $3.33. 


IN PITT, MOVING TO N.Y. 


Lady, $12,000, 


B way Slips; Opinions Divided On 
Higher, Incident, 7446, Uncertain, 


Richard II,’ $14,500 





Estimates for Last Week 
Key; C (comedy) D (drama) R' 
(revue) M (musical) F (farce) O 
(operetta). 


‘An International Incident,’ Barry- 
more (lst week) (C-1,104; $3.30). 
Press complimentary to Ethel Barry- 
more, but not to play; first seven 
times (Tuesday start) under $7,500 
and chances uncertain. 


‘Du Barry Was a Lady,’ 46th St. 
(18th week) (M-1,375; $3.30). Legit 
b.o. early last week disappointing 
and heavy rain. started current 
week, but musical leader claimed 
business as good as Easter; $31,000 
quoted. 


‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden 
(8lst week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Still 
up in the big money, with takings 
around $25,000; may move to Broad- 
way next month when ‘Keep Off 
the Grass’ arrives. 


‘Higher and Higher,’ Shubert (1st 
week) (M-1,367; $4.40). Sharp di- 
vision of opinion over new musical 
so highly rated out of town; some 
favorable notices, two of rave type: 
opened Thursday (4) with $3,000 in 
house second night. 


‘Ladies in Retirement,’ Miller 
(2nd week) (D-940; $3.30). Looks 
set for goodly engagement; first full 
week approached $15,000 level, 
which is strong in this theatre. 


‘Lady in Waiting,’ Beck (2d week) 
(C-1,100; $3.30). First full week ap- 
proached $12.000 level; regarded as 
favorable in last week’s going. 


‘Life with Father,’ Empire (22d 
week) (C-1,095; $3.30). Tops in 
agency demand and goes to S.R.O. 
every performance; takings top 
$19,000. 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (25th week) (C-1,012; $3.30). 
Best grosses among straight shows 
and also high laugh attraction; very 
little variance in takings; $20,300 
last week. 


‘Margin for Error,’ Plymouth (23d 
week) (C-1,012; $3.30). Making good 
stay, but sliding; around $7,500 level 
and may go out next month. 

‘Medicine Show,’ New Yorker (D- 
1,263; $1.65). Presented by Carly 
Wharton and Martin Gable; written 
by Oscar Saul and Hoffman R. 
Nee opens with pop top Friday 


‘My Dear Children,’ Belasco (9th 
week) (C-1,077; $3.30). Rather took 
it on chin last week, with early half 
particularly off; rated around $10,000, 
but profit claimed. 

‘See My Lawyer,’ Adelphi. Closed 
Saturday (6) after playing 28 weeks; 
started at Biltmore and regular rates, 
then moved here at pop scale; turned 
fair profit at moderate grosses. 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Elliot (2d week) 
(C-931; $3.30). Slated to move to 
Mansfield after another week; not so 
good to date; will be cut-rated; 
around $3,000. 

‘Skylark,’ Morosco (24th week) (C- 
961; $3.30). Was affected in offish 
going, but managed to approximate 
$13,000, considered okay at this stage 
of engagement. 

‘Suspect,’ Playhouse (D-865; $3.30). 
Presented by Douglas MacLean and 
Arthur J. Beckhard; writtc1 by Reg- 
inald Denham and Edward Percy, 
English authors of ‘Ladies in Retire- 
—; liked on Coast; opened Tues- 

ay. 

‘The Fifth Celumn,’ Alvin (5th 
week) (D-1,375; $3.30). Slid off some- 
what last week with field, but 
grossed better than $15,000, which is 
good for straight show; due to move 
to Broadhurst. 

‘The Male Animal,’ Cort (13th 
week) (C-1.964; $3.30). Went off, 
but not materialiy as indicated by | 
takings quoted at $16,300; cinch for | 
extended stay. 

‘Scene of the Crime,’ Fulton. | 
Stopped Saturday after playing 
week and one half; could not over- 
come adverse press and scale re- 
duction no aid; around $900. 

‘Time of Your Life,’ Guild. Closed 
Saturday, too, after playing 23 
weeks; was moderate money show 
and made some coin; to tour next} 
season. 

‘Tobacco Road,” Forrest (339th 
week) (C-1,107; $1.65). Shows cpen 
and close, but this one goes right 
along to record number of weeks; 
around $3,500; road company sup- 
ports it. 

‘Too Many Girls,’ Imperial] (25th 
week) (M-1,468: $4.40). Dipped last 
week to around $19,000, which was 
lowest take of engagement so far; 
still profitable; ‘Louisiana Purchase’ 
slated here late next month, with 
‘Girls’ probably moving to Majestic. 

‘Two for the Show,’ Booth (9th 
week) (R-704; $4.40). Had first half 
trouble like the field, but finished 
well and turned in count of $13,700) 
quoted to some profit. | 

‘Two on an Island,’ Hudson (11th 
week) (CD-1,094; $3.30). Likewise 











was affected, but making grade as 
moderate success and should stay; 
rated around $7,500. 

‘When We Are Married,’ Lyccum 
Can 
and does:\ 


get by at small money 


, with players on minimum and pere 


centage, takings over 
okay. 


ADDED 


‘Richard Il,’ St. James (ist week) 
(D-1,520; $3.30). As usual, first week 
is comparatively moderate, with bal- 
ance of engagement pyramiding; 
takings were $14,500, but better fig- 
ure anticipated this week. 


‘Liliom, 44th Street (2d week) 
(CD-1,326; $2.75). Takings off from 
first week, but still satisfactory for 
revival; rated around $14,000 Seval. 

‘Reunien in New York,’ Little (7th 
week) (R-532; $2.75). Refugees’ re- 
vue not up to expectations and the- 
atre parties helping; $3,500 esti- 
mated; week-to-week. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (123d 
week) (R-961; $1.65). Modestly 
hooked up, and garment workers’ 
intimate revue turns profit right 
along; slipped last week, however; 
$6.000. 


$3,000 are 


‘Juno and the Payceck,’ Mansfield 
(D-1,014; $3.30). Final and 14th 
week; skidded last week to around 
$5,000, but could continue with op- 
erating nut low; ‘Separate :’ 
moves up from Elliott next week. 
‘Theatre of the Piccoli,’ Majestic; 
life-sized marionettes stopped Sat- 
urday, but reported resuming, pos- 
sibly tonight (Wed.); World’s Fair 
date in sight. 

‘Suzari Marionettes, ‘Waldorf; 
‘Pinocchio’ in puppet fashion closed 
Saturday after operating in the red. 


CHI LEGIT OFF; 
MUNI LIGHT 116 


Chicago, Apri) 9. 

For some reason Chicago is ex- 
periencing something of a slump in 
the legit boxoffices. Shows in town 
are doing all right, but not what they 
should be doing. Paul Muni is rune 
ning some $5,000-$6,000 under expec. 
tations, as is Katharine Cornell. 
Helen Hayes finished a three-week 
stay under expectations. However, 
‘Life with Father’ continues at a 
strong clip in the Blackstone, with 
advance sales considerably over $40,- 
000. Oscar Serlin arrived back in 
Chicago last week with his attorney 
and will stick around a while. 


Next week will bring Laurence 
Olivier and Vivien Leigh into th 
mammoth Auditorium for 17 days o 
‘Romeo and Juliet... Demand is 
strong for this one and looks for 
tall gross on the two names. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Key Largo,’ Selwyn (lst week) 
(1,000; $3.30). Those top prices are 
apparently too stiff, with the down- 
stairs seats failing to sell. In for 
three weeks and took $11,000 for 
initial session, considerably under 
capacity. 

‘Life with Father,’ Blackstone (7th 
week) (1,200; $2.75). Holding up to 
great pace and selling far in ad- 
vance. Over $17,000 at near-capacity. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Harris 
(15th week) (1,000; $2.75). Nearing 
the end of its run according to indi- 
cations. Nearly $12,000. 

‘Ne Time for Comedy,’ Grand (ist 
week) (1,300; $3.30). This is a re- 
turn engagement, following smash 
fortnight earlier in the season. Six- 
day opening week got $10,000. 


‘MARGIN’, $5,500, FOLDS 
IN L. A.; ‘SCANDALS’, 206 


Los Angeles, April 8. 

George White’s ‘Scandals’ is doing 
a third week at the Biltmore, having 
canceled week of one and twoe- 
nighters en route to San Francisco. 
Musical winds up here (13) and then 
moves into the northern California 
metropolis. Raym.ond Massey in 
‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ comes in 
(15) for two weeks. 


‘Margin for Error’ wound up two 
unprofitable weeks at El] Capitan 
(13), with house going dark tempo- 
rarily. ‘Meet the People’ continues 
its merry pace at the Hollywood 
Playhouse. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Scandals,’ Biltmore (1,656; $3.30) 
(2d week). Wound up second 
stanza with close to $20,000 in the 
till, about same as first week. 

‘Margin for Error,’ E) Capitan, 
Hollywood (1,560; $2.20). Folded (13) 
after two weeks, last stanza garner- 

















‘ine meagre $5,500. 


‘Meet the People,’ Playhouse, 
Holly wood (1,130; $1.65) (14th 
week), End not yet in sight. Excel- 


lent $7,900 for 14th stanza, 
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Plays Abroad 





COME OUT TO PLAY 


London, March 26. 


Revue in two parts (27 scenes); book, 
E.ldie Pola. Peter Watson; music and 
lyrics, Eddie Pola, Harry Parr-Da vies, 


Roma Campbell Hunter, Freddy Grant, 
Ben Frankel; dances and ensembles, Buddy 
Bradley; settings. Aubrey Hammond; fea- 
tures Jessie Matthews, Sonnie Hale, Pegsy 
Rawlings, Hal Thompson, Eric Cole, George 
Carney. Robert Dorning, Tommy Hayes; 
presented by Hales Productions, Ltd., at 
Phoenix theatre, London, 





After a seven-year absence from 
the West End stage, Jessie Matthews 
- and Sonnie Hale presented this mu- 
sical, with which they had been tour- 
ing for some months. Admittedly. 
much of the material is stale and 
some openly resuscitated from old 
musichall days, but there are some 
breezy, witty spots, and so the whole 
goes with a swing that, at the pre- 
miere, was much to the taste of the 
audience. Some of the scenes are 


nothing but current jokes, lasting , 
but a few seconds, but they get | 


laughs, so justify their inclusion. 

Niftv costuming and dainty wear- 
ers gladden the eye in some graceful 
dance numbers with smart and novel 

effects. Miss Matthews has two main 
opportunities to disclose she has not 
lost her willowy charm on the dance 
floor. Partnered with Hal Thompson, 
who's from the U. S., she glides wist- 
oe. her best number being as a 
ancehall hostess bewailing the types 
of men she is obliged to accept as 
partners, and patiently hoping for 
the right man to materialize. In an- 
other, she is the center of a romantic 
Vienna setting in 1914, where she 
dances between rival soldiers to one 
of the neatest songs in the show, 
‘There’s Orange Blossoms in Her 
Hair.’ 

Hale works hard and cheerfully as 
both m.c. and in various characteri- 
zations. One of his funniest bits is 
as an earnest, parson-like enthusiast 
lecturing on bees. He made the big- 
gest hit, in old-fashioned red-nose 
makeup, singing ‘She Was a Dear 
Little Dickie Bird.’ In common with 
some recent revues, this one has the 
flashback to the days of the old stars, 
complete with chairman in front 
pounding his gavel and announcing 
the acts. This setting closes the first 
half. The other old_ number regis- 
tering best is ‘Daisy Bell,’ performed 
with bicycle, by Peggy Rawlings and 
Robert Dorning. Hal Thompson, in 
blackface, essays ‘Lily of Laguna,’ 
but minus the shuffle dance. 

Of the sketches the longest and 
best satire is on a program by the 
BBC in the early davs of the war, 
when only a few artists were select- 
ed for the limited offerings, and the 
whereabouts of the studio and its ac- 
tivities were very hush-hush. In this 
Miss Matthews gets back at her im- 
personators, rendering ‘any imitator 
of Jessie Matthews,’ an exaggerated 

erformance that evinced roars of 

ughter. 

Show was never intended for the 
West End originally. The Hales has- 
tily compiled it for a touring show 
rather than risk a London produc- 
tion of their intended musical, ‘I Can 
Take It,’ which had been scheduled 
for the Coliseum when the war shut 
down all houses. Doing so well on 
th: road they were persuaded to give 
it a chance in the West Fnd. First- 
night enthusiasm was not much to 

go by, but the show is bright and 
snappy, and better than many of its 
contemporaries. Clem. 


ELVIRE 


Paris, March 28. 


| Drama in four acts, presented, staged 
and written by Henry Bernstein; sets, 
Numa. At Ambassadeurs, Paris; $1.50 top. 
DIN ci cso es se nerne hs O6o> Elvire Popesco 
ee fer Tee Henri Rollan 
Claudiene de Gaige....ceseeed Janine Crispin 
Andre Cormagnin.....-.-ee+- Julien Carette 





‘Elvire’ brings back Henry Bern- 
stein to French legit after an absence 
of four years, his last appearance 
dating back to 1936 at the Gymnase. 
It also marks his 40th anniversary 1n 
the field of playwriting. 

Unfortunately, it doesn’t show the 
writer of a score of international hits 
at his best. The play has its merits, 
but falls below the usual Bernstein 
level by taking the audience to the 
horrors of the Nazi concentration 
camp. However genuine the author's 
feelings may be on the subject, and 
| however one might not only sympa- 
thize but agree with him as well, it 
is hardly in the entertainment class, | 
and one leaves the theatre with the | 
feeling that he has added but two 
more hours to the present Conti- 
nental day. when propaganda on 
Hitler, the Nazis and their methods 
fill every moment of one’s existence 
via press, radio and word-of-mouth. 
War does not interfere directly in 
the action, but its grim horror is ever 
present. Elvire, skillfully por- 
trayed by Elvire Popesco, is the 
symbol of an epoch, the Viennese 
Countess Sieroby, whose husband the 
Nazis have thrown into a concentra- 
tion camp and tortured to death. 
She escapes into France and makes 
the acquaintance of a brilliant French 
lawyer, portrayed by Henri Rollan. 
They are immediately attracted to 
each other. 

He has an entangling alliance with 
a woman (Janine Crispin) who is 
awaiting her divorce to marry him. 
She suddenly decides to return to 
her husband and he rushes in on 
Elvire in her room to pour out his 
grief. She, too, breaks down, having 
just learned of her husband's death 
in a concentration camp. This mu- 
tual suffering throws them together, 
but his passions are not very stable 
and Elvire decides that she must 
work out her own future alone, re- 
fusing the hand and citizenship of 
Julien Carette, a heart-of-gold news- 
paver editor. 

The role is custom-made for the 
Rumanian Popesco. The third act, in 
particular, is a triumph for her, with 
some heavy emoting, the effort leav- 
ing her exhausted. Carette is tops 
as the careless. flippant editor, a role 
that is perfectly fitted to his idiosyn- 
crasies:. Janine Crispm and Henri 
Rollan make the most of their scenes 
and give Popesco and Carette excel- 
lent support. Ravo. 


BEYOND COMPERE 


London, March 26. 

Revue In two parts, devised, written and 
produced by Ronald Frankau; music by 
Monte Crick, Conrad Leonard, John Burn- 
aby, Winifred Gardiner; dances arranged 
by John Byron, Alan Shires; features Ron- 
ald Frankau, Renee Roberts, Max Kirby, 
Ted Ray, Hilary Allen. Sylvia Saetre, 
Gerry Fitzgerald, Lisa D’Esterre; presented 
by Michael Hillman, Ltd., at Duchess the- 
atre, London. 
| 
Ronald Frankau, who devised, 
| wrote, is producing and starring in 
Beyond Compere,’ would be an im- 
portant addition to any revue in 
| which his talents and activities were 

















| restricted. In the present instance, 











“KEEP OFF THE GRASS” 
Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 








he radiates a condescending benevo- 
lence as if he were patronizing his 
supporting company. It is just this 
little mannerism that irritates. 
Barring this, Frankau offers an un- 
pretentious ‘concert party’ entertain- 
ment that recalls ‘The Co-Optimists.’ 
Everybody is given the chance to do 
the best he or she can, and each in- 
dividual effort is concluded by a 
visitation by the compere, accom- 
panied by the aforesaid patroniza- 
tion. Altogether, it is a smart little 
evening's entertainment which, boiled 
down to popular prices at twice 
nightly, should more than pay ex- 
penses. 
; Frankau is the chief star, appear- 
ing in sketches and bits, and occupy- 











ing the next-to-closing position with 











EDDIE 
GARR 


America’s Distinctive Entertainer 


Now Playing 


BOWERY CAFE 
DETROIT 


Mgt.: WM. KENT 
1776 B’way, New York 











ATTENTION, LEILA ROYCE! 


Formerly with Shuberts in Philadel- 
phia. Get in touch with John Mc- 
Cormick, 1007 Mt. Vernon Street, 
Philadelphia, Matter of importance. 





his usual monolog. He makes this as 
blue as can be, and says that the 
censor has utilized the Verdun slo- 
gan, ‘they shall not pass,’ which ac- 
counts for the lyricization and patter 
being not so close to the knuckle. 
There are about eight or 10 princi- 
pals, 10 chorus girls, and an ‘orches- 
tra’ comprised of two pianists and a 
drummer. The scenery consists 
mostly of draperies, reinforced by a 
few painted drops. Probably the big- 
gest hit is a clever turn by Ted Ray, 
who offers a violin and monolog act 
with which he has toured the vaude- 
ville houses, principally in the north. 
for a number of years. Another hit 
is Thomas Godfrey, with a brief tap- 
dancing routine which brought down 
the opening-night house. The other 
members of the organization are 
competent and pleasing. Jolo. 








| Fine Feathers Trapped 


| Hollywood, April 9. 

Noel Langley opens new stage 
| play, adapted from his own novel, 
| ‘Cage Me a Peacock,’ late this month 
‘in West Hollywood. 








Shows in Rehearsal 





‘The Strangler Fig’—William 
Herz. 

‘Louisiana Purchase’ — Buddy 
De Sylva. 
‘Keep 
Shubert. 

‘Out From Under’ 
Pemberton. 

‘Grey Barn’—Irving Cooper. 
‘Morning Star’—George Kon- 
dolf. 


ASSOCIATE P.A.S WIN 
SOME CONCESSIONS 


Press agents group in the The- 
atrical Managers, Agents and Treas- 
urers union held a lively session last 
week when several proposals were 
made, designed to promote associate 
p.a.’s. Most contested proposal was 


to the effect that when the agent 
leaves New York to handle the ad- 
vance of a new production, the one 
or more associates would divide the 
proceeds of the office. That idea 
was voted down. Associates, how- 
ever, did win program credit and 
the right to affix their names to re- 
leases personally written by them. 


Nominations for the annual elec- 
tion are slated to be made Thursday 
(11). Most of the present incumbents 
are expected to be named, but Wil- 
liam Fields, present vice-president, 
will not be a candidate, on the 
ground that he is too busy to devote 
time to TMAT. Thomas Kilpatrick 
is mentioned for the post. 


Coilege Play 


Continued from page 42 


Off the Grass’—Lee 


— Brock 























a number of holes, albeit much of 
the dialog is original and excellent. 
There are a couple of tunes that will 
bear watching, particularly ‘Rustle 
Your Bustle,’ which is part of the 
first act finale production number, 
in which the all-male, beef-trust bal- 
let contributes a funny can-can, Paul 
Winkopp, alumnus varsity show di- 
rector, a member of the Columbia 
class of '24, is responsible for ‘Bustle.’ 
The title number is also fairly hum- 
mable, having been written by Lee 
Wainer, lyrics by Diamond. Former, 
a Teachers College stude, has had 
several tunes published. He also con- 
tributed some lively orchestrations. 


The book revolves around the 
musical’s lone-setter, the Republican 
Club, where takeoffs of prominent 
GOP's are easily identifiable despite 
the switch in names. For instance, 
Henry Luce, publisher, has become 
Henry Bruce, and his playwright 
wife, Clare Boothe, is Claire Bruce. 
Bruce is the chairman of the Re- 
publican Club, who is on the watch 
for a candidate who would be able 
to stack up against President Roose- 
velt. It winds up in the Republican 
defeat when Roosevelt, unknown to 
the former, changes the date of 
| election to a week earlier than usual: 
| the subsequent secession of the 48 
states from ‘the union in protest 
against ‘Franklin the First,’ and the 
comic by-play that includes such 
inanities as New York State being 
set up as a republic, New Jersey asa 
dictatorship under Tony Galento; 
border incidents in the Holland 
Tunnel, etc. 


It was the pony ballet, which in- 
cluded a number of members of the 
football team, that drew the top ap- 
plause. Principals showing to ad- 
vantage included Andrew Aprea, who 
plays the ultimate Republican choice 
for president; Gordon Kent (son of 
Rockwell Kent), as the romantic in- 
terest with Aprea; John Barry, as a 
Henry Bruce who looks more like 
F. D. R. than the publisher, and, at 
one time, in some pointless carica- 
turing, gives an imitation of the 
President; Eugene Saerchinger, as 
| Claire Bruce; Jean Carroll, Alex- 
ander McAllister and Kenneth D. 
| Reilly, among others. 


Frank Gagen. has injected a little 
novelty into the dances, while H. H. 
Riddelberger’s Republican Club set- 
ting is as lean looking as no doubt he 
intended it to be. 








Selznick -20th 


Continued from page 1 


on Feb. 5, 1938, that henceforth they 
would not negotiate with repre- 
sentatives of the Selznick agency, 
and that officers and employees of 
the Selznick company would be 
barred from the lot. 


This ban, according to the plain- 
tiff, is a ‘willful and malicious act,’ 








Inside Stuff—Lesit 


Louis Schaffer, executive director of Labor Stage, which presents ‘Ping 
and Needles’ at the Windsor, N. Y., amplifies his position in protesting the 
participation of the Theatre Arts Committee in a move for a Government 
subsidized theatre. Lloyd Gough, of TAC, who dumped the idea in the 
laps of Equity, stated that the organization did not sponsor the plan but 
TAC announced in its magazine Feb. 15: ‘Following TAC’s call for a 
Government subsidized theatre to replace the late Federal Theatre Proj- 
ect, a committee of 26 prominent persons have been organized....to spon. 
sor a campaign to obtain federal aid for the theatre.’ 

Schaffer declares himself wholeheartedly for a subsidized theatre, but 
criticizes TAC for sponsoring the move because it is alleged to be affiliated 
with the Communist party. He believes the theatrical unions should take 
the lead, for it may fail for want of proper sponsorship. Also refers to 
TAC as a political off-shoot. Schaffer expressed his views to Equity's 
council last week, resulting in a drastic order to members, detailed in 
this section. 








While in Pittsburgh recently {In ‘Key Largo,’ Paul Muni expressed amaze- 
ment at New York reports that he had battled with Guthrie McClintic 
over direction of Maxwell Anderson drama. According to grapevine from 
east, Muni was supposed to have told McClintic off at end of Broadway 
run and re-directed the play himself for the tour with a view to getting 
more action into the piece. Muni told newspapermen in Pittsburgh he 
never had a word with McClintic and was entirely satisfied with the di- 
rection. 

One of the Pittsburgh drama critics, Harold W. Cohen, of the Post- 
Gazette, who caught ‘Key Largo’ first in Cleveland, then in New York and 
again on the home grounds, wrote that he hadn't noticed the slightest dif- 
ference in the staging on those three occasions. 





Recent one-nighter of ‘Tobacco Road’ at the Rialto, Lewistown, Pa., cli- 
maxed a two-year effort by Paul O. Klinger, house manager, to bring the 
show there. When the date was arranged, Klinger drove to Philadelphia, 
where ‘Road’ was at the time playing the Erlanger theatre, to warn John 
Barton and others of the company of conditions they would have to face 
in Lewistown. Rialto stage is only nine feet deep and has no curtain, so 
scenes had to be ended by blackouts. There are no dressing rooms nor 
toilets, so the company dressed at the hotel and went to the theatre by 
cab. Temporary toilets were installed. 

‘Road’ was the first legit to play Lewistown in 15 years and both matinee 
and evening performances sold the full 759 capacity. 





Plans for sending touring legit shows through South America during 
the summer of 1941 will be laid out by Gilbert Miller during the six-week 
Latin American visit on which he sailed from New York Friday (5). 
Producer is being accompanied on the combination business-pleasure trip 
by his father-in-law. Jules Bache, wealthy New York broker, and Alex- 
ander Incze, former European theatrical publisher. Miller’s idea is to tour 
light comedies in English requiring small casts and few sets. 

Incze, on his return, will begin preparation for publication of a new 
magazine of the stage in New York. First issue will be in October. Some 
time ago he was interested in acquiring Stage mag, which has since ceased 
publication. 





Norman Pincus, manager of the Alvin, N. Y., where ‘The Fifth Column’ 
is current, has gone on a delayed honeymoon to Miami and Havana. He 
has been wed to Kay Hatfield, his secretary, for about three months. Al- 
though the ceremony was held Jan. 2, it was kept sub-rosa. 

‘There Shall Be No Night,’ with the Lunts, is due into the Alvin at the 
end of the month, at which time ‘Column’ is slated to switch to the Broad- 
hurst. Guild theatre was first considered but the Broadhurst is deemed 
better spotting, principally because its capacity permits more moderately- 
priced tickets. 





ATS subscribers in Pittsburgn getting a break this week with Katharine 
Hepburn’s ‘Philadelphia Story,’ saving more than $1 instead of usual 55c. 
on each downstairs seat. Other savings are scaled accordingly. It’s the 
result of a $3.30 top, first time that’s ever been charged in Pitt for an ATS 
show. Scale has always been $2.75, no matter what the attraction. 

Season tickets, in fact, have been sold on that basis, subscribers getting 
$2.75 ducats for $2.20. However, Theatre Guild insisted upon stiffer top 
for Hepburn show and there were no bdbjections. Play opened in Pitt 
Monday (8) at Nixon to biggest advance sale of season. 





Coming Broadway production of Edith Meiser’s ‘Strangler Fig,’ drama- 
tized from John Stephen Strange’s mystery story, will be more or less of 
a Carnegie Tech drama school collaboration. Producer is William Herz, a 
graduate of the local school, and one of leading roles is to be played by 
Thelma Schnee, a former classmate of his who made her Broadway debut 
this season in Sidney Kingsley’s ‘World We Make’. Both Herz and Miss 
Schnee were together in the Mercury theatre two seasons ago, he as cast- 
ing director for Orson Welles and she as an apprentice in the acting group. 





Two of Broadways’ long-run shows closed last Saturday night (6), ‘See 
My Lawyer’ winding up at the Adelphi, N. Y., after 224 performances, and 
‘Time of Your Life’ shuttering at the Guild, N. Y., after 184 performances. 
‘Lawyer,’ produced by George Abbott, grossed a total of $183,500, accord- 
ing to Variety's boxoffice estimates, while ‘Time’ piled up a total of 
$235,600. Latter show was jointly presented by Eddie Dowling and the 
Guild. 
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Federation, which consists of all 
A. F. of L. unions, including the 


Fair’s Scale 
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for chorus and around $31 for extras. 
Minimum of $60 set for the princi- 
pals, of which there will be about 
15, is hardly a question, since all 
are slated to receive higher pay. 
There are 220 in the chorus depart- 
ment, around 30 extras and with 
horsemen, of which there will be 24, 
the total cast will approximate 300. 
Equity made a concession for the 
riders who will not be required to 
join, but are to pay $1 per month 
to the association for the duration of 
the show (24 weeks). 


$60,000 Extra Cost 

It had been claimed that Equity’s 
original demands would increase the 
operating cost by nearly $100,000, 
which was an inflated figure. Though 
the concessions made by Equity do 
not materially decrease the first 
minimums, it was said to mean about 
$2,400 weekly more than the Fair is 





inasmuch as the agency represents 
150 film players, directors and 
writers and is dependent on_ its! 
studio contacts. The Selznick outfit 
asserts that it had received annual ! 
commissions of approximately $500,- | 
000 from screen celebrities for the| 





Star is Trudy Wyler, Swiss actress. | last five years. 


willing to pay, or a total for the 
season of not more than $60,000. 
‘Jubilee’ people insist that figure is 


too costly and exceeds the budget by | 


that sum, with the chances of operat- 

ing out of the red cut down. 
Sessions are on between the Fair 

and a group called the Theatrical 





actor-artist groups, musicians, stage- 
hands, picture operators, teamsters 
and others. After a basic pact is 
agreed on, the individual unions will 
again start negotiating. 

The Aquacade is under the juris- 
diction of the vaudeville union, 
which last season allowed a lower 
minimum ($35) than Equity. There 
was criticism over the discrepancy 
with other concessions, such as ‘Hot 
Mikado,’ colored ensemble of which 
drew better pay than the Aqua- 
belles. It was for that reason that 
the actor-artist unions huddled and 
decided on identical minimums. 





ANN ARBOR’S SKED 


Ann Arbor Drama Festival will 
open its annual season May 13 and 
extend through June 15. Only two 
shows so far set are St. John Er- 
vine’s ‘Boyd’s Shop’ and ‘The Win- 
ter’s Tale.’ 

Valentine B. Windt, director, is 
currently in New York lining up the 
company and the other three plays. 
Lucille W. Walz is business manager 
and James Murnan is company 
manager. Helen Arthur, who previ- 
ously directed the festival, died last 
winter. 
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Broadway 


Jim Tully in from Hollywood. 

Rosalie Stewart, Coast agent, 
town this week. 

Jo Mielziner has bought a farm at 
Newtown, Conn. 

Lillian Fitzgerald 
from arm fracture. 

Milton Shubert in from Coast for 
short visit. 

Jimmy Troupe back with ‘Return 
of the Vagabond.’ 

Myron C. Fagan to the Coast to 
dicker for a writing deal. 

Al Greenstone’ recovered 
compound fracture of arm. 

Charles Sabin and Virginia Peine 
planning to team as a nitery terp act. 

Lewis Buddy, Jr.. manager of 
French Paramount News, sailed for 
Paris. 

May Hanna Levy. wife of Arthur, 
operated on at Manhattan General 
hospital. 

Charles Washburn 
‘American Jubilee’ 
World's Fair. 


in 


recuperating 


from 


the 
the 


to p.a. 
show at 








|clude one opera, the Ballet Theatre 


Sidney Phillips. of Metro's story | 


department, rebuilding his house at j and the usual Gershwin bill. 


Woodstock, N. Y. 

Louis Bergen has infected hand, 
injured when he ejected pest from 
his Broadway grill. 

‘Publicity Girl, novel by 
Gould, for years in film publicity, 
will be out April 19. 

Henry Jaffe, 


couple weeks’ vacation. 


rical family, sailed for Italy. 

Connie Cable of 46th St. Theatre 
boxoffice hurt finger while closing 
safe door but remains on job. 

Dick de Rochemont, European 
manager of Time-Life. back to Paris 
after confabs with local execs. 





| 


| 


| 13, to her first legit opening, ‘Higher 
, and Higher,’ last Thursday, and com- 
: promised on ‘just a little lipstick’ for 


‘he'd rather see paintless because he 


rect the music 
Paula | 


theatrical attorney, | ting for the induction of John Ring- 

planed Sunday (7) to the Coast for! ling North as a ‘fall guy’ by Dexter 

Fellows Tent, Circus Saints and Sin- 

Vincent Sheean and wife, Diana | mers Club of America, a‘ 
Forbes-Robertson, of London theat- | today (Wednesday). 


Leon Kurzer, Viennese baritone, in | 
New York after smuggling himself | 


across Franco-German border. 

W. C. Fields’ book, ‘Fields for 
President,’ published by Dodd Mead, 
hits the bookstalls in two weeks. 

Frank Farrell lensed the dramatic 
critics in their pews for a 
Telly feature one night last week. 

Mrs. Joseph Friedman, wife of 
London chief ot Columbia Pictures, 
off to England to join her husband. 

Guy Robertson and Audrey Chris- 
tie planning touring the summer cir- 
cuit with a tryout of a new musical. 

Previous plans for a visit to Lon- 
don and Paris by Phil Reisman, RKO 


World- | 


| tertainer 


ant there. 


foreign chief, abandoned tempo- | 
rarily. 

Bess Lonergan is in New York for 
tne funeral of her brother, Phil 
Lonergan. Returns to Hollywood 
April 16. 


Ruth Abbott guest-starring 


this | 


week in ‘Susan and God’ with Guy , 


Palmerton’s steck company at Port- | 
| Mosque next Friday (19) has been a | 
| sellout for weeks. 


land, Me. 

Paul Normann-Ehrenfell, profes- 
sionally Paul Pavone, filed a volun- 
tary bankruptcy; no assets, $2,555 
liabilities. : 

Roy Roberts, back from the tour 


of ‘Ladies and Gentlemen.” has an 


| will follow her husband to Boston in 


unrevealed script for which he plans | 


a fall production. 

A. McConville, Columbia's for- 
eign sales chief, due back in New 
York from his two-month Latin- 
American tour May 15. 


ilantic City again this summer for a 


S. Jay Kaufman leased an entire | 
building on East 53d for his puffery | 


factory, probably the only p.a. with 
such elaborate quarters. 

Charles Hansell, for manv 
telegraph editor of the News, has 
taken over the bar of the Iroquois 
hotel, known as the Wigwam. 

Dave Kleckner, whose Jih avenue 
eatery went broke (‘now called 
Brown's), reopens a new Dave's Blue 
Room on West 52d street. shortly. 

Mary Daly (Mrs. Jack) Osterman 
and Mrs. Louis Bernstein, wife of 
the music publisher, both out of the 
hosp after being ill for some time. 

Paul Kohner, Coast agent, in New 
York with half-completed manuscript 
of next Vicki Baum novel. He’s 
talking deals on it with publishers. 

Marguerite Spiridovitch, Russian 
contralto, here on immigration visa 
secured with help of Mrs. James 
Roosevelt, mother of the 

Ray Mayer cast for 
Purchase,’ his third Broadway show 
of the season, other two being ‘Very 
Warm for May’ and ‘Weak Link.’ 

Carl! Fisher now company manager 
for ‘Too Many Girls,’ replacing 
Charles Harris, who takes on same 
assignment for ‘Louisiana Purchase.’ 

Robert Sherwood’s new play, 
‘There Shall Be No Night.’ starring 
the Lunts, will be published by 


President. 
‘Louisiana ! 


‘the Resident theatre. 


|of this month with Robert E. Sher- 


years | 


‘mine is in New York for replace- 


Scribner's shortly after its Broadway 


opening. 

Charles Le Maire has postponed 
the legit musical ‘Presto Chango,’ 
with Walter O'Keefe and Tamara 
Geva, to see what the Fair does to 
Broadway. 

Over 900 turned out for luncheon 
tendered Mrs. Jacob P. Adler, widow 


of Yiddish stage star, by Jewish 
Theatrical Alliance at Hotel Astor 
Monday (8). 


Eddie Cantor recorded ‘Little 
Curly Hair in a High Chair’ from 
his forthcoming ‘40 Little Mothers, 
and ‘Margie,’ his yesteryear ‘Follies’ 
hit, for Columbia. 

Agent Sam Lyons planed to Pitts- 
burgh Friday (5) to see Jules Gar- 


radio deal. Thence to Chic 





ago for | d’Adiew (The Farewell Waltz’), 

ad cones, confabs. London | whieh is about to be started, with 
Paul aakon subbed for Paul | | Pierre Blanchar to repeat lead role 
Draper at the Persian Room pre- | ; ‘done in silent version; Maurice Teur- | 
miere, when latter forced out | Football has raised $50,000 for war | neur directing. 


through illness. Eddy Duchin and 
Jane Pickens co-starred. 

Jack Forrester, American juvenile, 
latterly a French film producer, and j 
long resident in Paris, en route back 
to the States. He enlisted in the 
French army but is on leave. 

New Holland House Taverne in 
Radio City debuts tomorrow (Thurs- 


| charities. 
| Michael Carr heading his own 
| vaudeville unit. 
i Lou Jackson dickering with Will 
Hay for one picture. 

The Gate theatre revue in second 


year at the Ambassadors. 


{000 by hei husband, Frank Isict. 


day). Membership Netherlands and Charles B. Cochran left a light 
Holland clubs and a thrifty Dutch | burning in his Bond street offices. 
coffee shop are also attached thereto. Fined $20. 


Walter Mycroft to make a propa- 
| ganda film of the French version of 
‘Mein Kampf.’ 

That Certain Trio (Pat Wadding- 


Mrs. Milton (Sophie) Biow and | 
Mrs. Henry Spitzer, both conval- 
escing for some time, were drawn 
out by the ‘Higher and Higher’ pre- | 


Adeline Genee, ballerina, left $125,- | 


Back from a two-month swing | 
through the Balkans, lialy, Switzer- 
|land and Egypt, Reginald Armour. | 
| European head for RKO, then left; 
/on a tour of Belgium, Holland. Den- | 
i mark, Sweden and Norway to look | 
after company interests. | 

Jean Cocieau to write dialogue for ! 
| Evreinoff's ‘La Comedie du Bonheur’ | 
(‘The Comedy of Happiness’), to be 
‘done by Scalera in Rome with} 
| Ramon Novarro, Michel Simon, Jules | 
| Berry, Micheline Presie and with’ 

| Marcel l’'Herbier piloting. 


Rene Rocher off shortly for South 


miere, first time of whoopee for ‘ton, John Ridley and Anne de Nys), , America with Jacqueline Delubze, 
them in quite a spell. one of the best known acts in Lon- Francoise Rosay, Madeleine Lam-_ 
Leo Justin, Walter Reade’s theatre | don niteries, has split. |bert, Robiane, Jacques Catelain, | 


partner, is in for $60,000 backing | 
Toots Shor’s new 5lst street twin- 
building eatery, due to open next 
week. Union labor complications 
meantime have cropped up. | 
Stadium concerts season opens , Star matinee given at the Palace in 
June 20 and ends Aug. 14. Will in- | the presence of the King and Quecn 
{for the benefit of the Red Cross 
Fund. 

Peter Maurice named lieutenant 
in the air force, with Jimmy Phil- 
i lips, general manager, in comple‘e 


Richard Tauber, back from a 
South African tour, plans to visit | 
France to sing to the troops. He is | 
|now a naturalized Briton. 





in six performances, a joint appear- 
ance by Lily Pons and Kostelanetz 


Katherine Dunham, whose dance 
group gives Sunday night perform- 
ances at the Windsor theatre, N. Y.. 
commuting to Chicago weekly to di- 
and dzsnces for a 
swing verson of ‘H.M.S. Pinafore.’ 

. Hotel Astor roof garden will be 
transformed into a typical circus set- 


| tivities. 
The son of the recently deceased 
| Harry Tate is evising ‘Motoring, 
| latter's vaude sketch, in association 
with Moore Marriott and Graham 
Moffatt. 

Next show at the Palladium, due 
to start around June, will be ‘Gar- 


luncheon | is owned and will be presented by 
Jack Hylton. 

George Carney hastily requi- 
sjtioned to replace Robert Hale in 
‘Come Out to Play’ revue, which had 
to postpone its Phoenix premiere 
owing to latter’s sudden illness. 

Supporting John Gielgud and Fay 
Compton in ‘King Lear,’ when it re- 
opens the Old Vie April 12, will be 
Jessica Tandy, Cathleen Nesbitt. 
Lewis Casson, Nicholas Han..en and 


Walter Winchell took his Walda, 


his daughter whom, he counseled. 





sees sO many of the others. 


Pittsburgh Jack Hawkins. 


By Hal Cohen | Jeffrey Pernerd claims Metro gave 
‘him $175,000 on account for distri- 
bution rights to ‘The Stars Look 
Down’ in America, which he main- 





. 


Herman Shumlin in from New 
York to look at ‘Heavenly Express.’ 

Gene Autry signed to star in annual 
rodeo opening at The Gardens April 
24. 

Nut House has its first femme en- 
in Mildred (Whacky) 


ton, built by Jack Buchanan 
Ralph Lynn, will have as its open- 
ing attraction ‘(date not set at this 
writing) 2 musical, ‘Top Hats and 
Tails,’ starring Buchanan, supported 
, by Elsie Randolph. 
| Sam Smith’s British Lion Film’s 
remake of Edgar Wallace's ‘The 
| Case of the Frightened Lady.’ after 


Wayne. 

Harry Seeds’ lad, Martin, and 
Eleanor Wolkin have set a June date, 
the 25th. 

Bob Higgins, of the Palace theatre. 
Charleroi, Pa., has sold his restaur- 


Johnny Harris 
preem of ‘Lillian 
Alvin theatre. 

The Hyman Wheelers celebrated 
their tenth wedding anniversary a 
few days ago. 

Nelson Eddy concert at the Syria | 


!in the original Gordon Harker; 
Marius Goring gets the Emlyn Wil- 
j liams role and Judy Kelly replaces 
Belle Chrystall. 


grab 
his 


to 
for 


trving 
Russell’ 





Paris 
Joseph D. Ravotte 


‘Le Duel.’ megged by Pierre Fres- 


By 


Mickey (Mrs. Charlie) Kurtzman 


a couple of weeks. 

The Abe Weiners (he’s the local | and Raimu, completed. 

UA exchange manager) have a July; Coco Aslan, pict and legit come- 
date with the stork. , dian, married to Jacqueline Dumon- 

Jock Sutherland will accompany | ceau, radio entertainer 
the local delegation to Variety Club) Irene Taylor, New 
convention in Dallas. ; News’ Paris correspondent, now do- 

Organist Lois Miller going to At-! ing occasional broadcast for Colum- 
bia. 
run at the Heinz Pier. | ‘Freres D’Afrique’ (African Broth- 
Playhouse will wind up season end | ers’), colonial pict, just started in 
' Sidi Aissa, Algiers, with Mme. Aimee 
Navarra megging. 

Carlo Bassoli, Italian producer, in 
Paris. Recently produced ‘Le Siege de 
L’Alcazar.’ with Mirielle Balin, in 
Italian and Spanish versions. 

French listeners surprised to hear 
(22) German station announce fall of 
Reynaud government after its maid- 
en appearance before chamber. 

Maurice Rostand, author of 
de France’ (‘The King of France’). 
being given at L’Oeuvre, substituted 
for lead Harry Baur, who was ailing. | 

Gabrielle Dorziat, French aciress 
announced reception of $100 from 
Cole Porter and $1 from an unknown 
American for old actor’s fund after 


wood’s ‘Road to Rome.’ 

Joe Gins, George Ball and Peter | 
Quiter arranging annual banquet for 
Film Row Bowling League. 

Wayne King booking at Stanley 
for next week is out and Harry Kal- | 


ment. 

Mrs. Philip C. Heady. daughter of 
late Charles M. Bregg, Pittsburgh's 
best known drama critic, working as 
a receptionist at station WMAS in 
Springfield, Mass. 

Mildred Weber, of William Morris 
office, came in over weckend to see 
‘Heavenly Express’ and prowl talent 
at Carnegie Tech drama school. 


—_ — = seeing French pic, ‘Fin du Jour’ 
CEnd of Day’). i, 

Kansas City Helene Perdriere, femme lead in 
pict ‘Trois de St. Cyr’ (The Three 

By John W. Quinn from St. Cyr’), to be godmother of 
‘ three regiments headed by St. Cyr 


aduates (French of 


West Pointers). 


_ et equivalent 
H. P. Wolfberg, Metro divisional 


manager, back from three weeks of Edward Stirling and Margaret 
Florida vacationing. Veughan made first Paris appear- 


Diana Barrymore’ opened last 
week in ‘There's Always Juliet’ at 


ance since outbreak of war in Paul 
Vialar’s ‘Eventide’ and Bernard! 
Shaw's ‘The Village Wooing’ in ‘En- 
tente’ gala benefit. 

Leon Mathot started ‘Mystere du 
Bois Belleau’ (‘Mystery of Belleau: 


Ink Spots in for a one-night dance 
stand in the arena of the municipal 
auditorium last week (4). 


Charles Skouras in town last week Woods’), which is the story of an 
| for convention with Fox Midwest) American in England. with Andre 
managers of the territory. Luguet, Jacqueline Delubac. Annie 


James A. Farley meade dedication 
in St. Joe, Juncheon in K. C. and 
talks via KMBC and KOMO in one 
day (3). 

Walt Lochman, KMBC sports an- 
nouncer, returned from a swing with 
the K. C. Blues around the Florida 
grapefruit league. 

Nick Lucas signed to head a unit 


Vernay, Georges Lannes. 

Betty Stockfeld, who is godmother 
of a French regiment, and who gave 
special broadcast for French soldiers 
from London every Saturday, back 


Femmes’ (There Were 12 Women’). | 
Armand Salacrou, author of legit 
hit, ‘C‘etait Histoire de Rire’; Michel 


with Bobby Pope's orchestra, Sid | Duran, author of another legit hit. 
Page, Dennet and Day, Zang and }*Nous Ne Sommes Pas Maries,’ and 
| Todd, Bob McClung. Raymond Lussiez, president of Ex- 

Frank Lloyd and company made | hibitors’ Association, have been mo- 


field there in ‘Heavenly Express’ on! 


brief stopover enroute to Williams- | bilized 
burg, Va., for location work on ‘Tree After a screened Schubert in ‘Sere- 
of Liberty’ for Columbia. Inade’ comes Chopin in ‘La Valse 


Nearly $12,000 raised by the all- | 
th 
| Pj 


|control of the music company’s ac- | 


jrison Theatre,’ a radio feature. Sho - | 


tains is record paid by any Ameri- | 
can company for a British picture. | 
The new Imperial theatre, Brigh- | 
and | 
| 


,nine years, will have Ronald Shiner | 


nay, with himself, Yvonne Printemps | 


York Daily 


‘Le Roi ' 


' manager, 


of Argentine, Brazil, Chili. Peru, | 
Uruguay. Will give five classic plays | 
and few modern ones. 
Trend is still from cinema to legit, | 
us reversing prewar process, with 
erre Blanchard, Gaby Morlay, Vic- 
,tor Francen, Jules Berry. Joselyn 

Gael, Harry Baur, Pierre Renoir, | 
! Andre Luguet, Fernand Gravet. Coco 
| Aslan, Jean Tissier, Suzy Prim, | 
Francoise Rosay on stage. 

Director Jacques Constant; who 
was to do pic in Rome, had passport 
| refused him. Micheline Presle has | 
| left for Italv. Also in Italy are Jean | 
| Choux, directing ‘The’ Birth of 

Salome’ with Conchita Montenegro; | 
! Noelle Norman and Monique Thie- 
|/baut in ‘We Will Divorce After- | 
| wards’; Germaine Aussey in ‘A Duke 
and Perhaps a Duchess’; Renee St. 
Cyr in ‘Scarlet Roses’ and Mireille 
| Balin and Tino Rossi. 
| Jean Cocteau’s ‘Les Monstres 

to be transferred trom the 


| Sacres’ 
| Michel to Bouffes Parisiens April 15 
_to make way for Claude Andre- 
| Puget’s ‘Le Cle des Champs’ (‘The 
| Key to the Fields’), with Jany Holt 
| quitting former to take femme lead 
in latter with Jean Wall, Lucien Nat 
;}and Marie Dea. Madeline Robinson 
‘replaces Holt in ‘Monstres Sacres, 
| with Edith Piaff, comedienne, in spe- | 
‘cial act on same program. 








Istanbul | 


Open air concerts instituted at | 
Abhasagha Park. 

| Twenty percent reductions on cin- 
ema tickets in effect. 

Architects at work on plans for a 
new municipal legiter. 

American Negro, Lawrence Smith, 
, held over at Mzksim’s. 

Frederic Victor passed through en 
‘route to Egypt engagement. 

Louise Duke, closing at the Park, 
headed for Jerusalem and Egypt. 
| Big battle raging here over 
banning of ‘Aphrodite’ in book form. 
| Marietta and Joe Martin 
Marx Bros. imitations at the Tokat- 
| lian. 
| Istanbul will 
theatre this 
under way. 

Majority of gal entertainers and 
hostesses here and in other Balkan | 
capitals carrying Hungarian  pass- 
ports. 

Spring to see the opening of a de- 
luxe casino and night club in Taxim 
Park. Spot to be run under wing | 
of municipality. 

Sonia Tomara, of the N. Y. Herald 
Trib, in on her way to Syria; the 
Richard Mowrers, of the Chi Daily | 
| News, pulled out for same spot. 
; Commission including Halide Edib, 


' 


have first open-air 
summer. Construction 


' 


; who has written several books in | 
English, meeting in Ankara to dis- | 
cuss translation of foreign literary 
works into Turkish. 
‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO). ‘Theo- | 
dora Goes Wild’ (Col). ‘Ice Follies of | 
1939” (M-G), ‘Kid Galahad’ (WB) 
and ‘Song of Liberty’ (M-G), all | 


French-dubbed, on local bills. 


Austraha 


By Eric Gorrick 


Tivoli loop considering 
tion of English acts via air. 

G. H. Saunders eppointed prez of 
New Zealand Exhibs’ Ass'n. 

George Dillon returned to N. Y., 
after acting as Warners New Zealand 
Arthur McClure replaced. 


importa- 


| Eddie Cantor came through 


the | 


giving | 


| standard 


Hollywood 





William Koenig laid up with fiu. 

Penny Singleton home from hos- 
pital. 

Jack Kapp in from Manhattan on 
busineéss. 

Ann Ronell 
laryngitis. 

Waiter Hast laid up with a broken 
blood vessel. 

Charles Einfeld returned from an 
Arizona vacation. 

Winfield Sheehan 
three-week illness. 

Elizabeth Inglis changed her film 
name to Elizabeth Earle. 

Samuel S. Hinds observed a birth- 
day and his 150th picture. 

Richard Ford in from England to 


hospitalized with 


around after 


| Roger Gaillard for four-month tour | lock over Paramount product, 


Esielle.Taylor in from New York 
to dispose of local real esiaie. 

Tony Martin back in town to talk 
a picture deal with Columbie. 

Moe J. Siegel back from Repub- 
lic board meeting in Manhattan. 

Betty Grable due in town June 1 
to start her new 20th-Fox contract. 

Cc. S. (Doc) Crews celebrated his 
17ih year as a Fox-West Coast mzn- 
ager. 

rieanor Powell announced her e€n- 
gagement to Merrill Pye. Metro ert 
director. 

Elaine Barrie’s divorce suit avainst 
John Barrymore dismissed in Su- 
perior Court. 

Collier Young took charge of stu- 
dio writers in addition to his job 
as story chief at RKO. 

James Wyatt, Portland Variery 
mugg, paused in town after a two- 
week holiday in Hawaii. 

Barney Oldfield, Sunday Journal 
and Star film editor, Lincoln, Neb., 
with frau, to Hollywood next week 
for 0.0. Staying two weeks. 





Chicago 





Joe Sherman negotiating for a loop 
nite spot. 

George S. Kaufman stopped off for 
a couple of days. 

Irving Mack has purchased a home 
on the lakeshore. 

E. M. Glucksman to Havana to set 
dexl for stage shows. 

Senator Murphy going into the 
autographed handkerchief business. 

David O. Selznick and wife came 
in by the Chief and went off by 
air. 
and 
tossed a ‘40 Mothers’ spread for 406 
| boys. ; 
, Charles Green in for some 
| west orchestra deals for 
| dated. 
| Oscar Serlin in town after Mexico 
vacash and o.oing his ‘Life With 
| Father.’ 


Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 3° 


mid- 
Consolie 








EL MOROCCO, N. Y. 


dansapation and Chiquito’s crack 
rhumba combo dish up brisk sets of 
music for the hoof. Gaspzrre is 
in the better grade New 
York and Florida clubs and hotels, 
and Chiquito has been a fixture here 
for some time. Abel. 


CAFE ROUGE, N. Y. 


(HOTEL PENNSYLVANIA, 


Jimmy Dorsey Orch (15) 
Helen O'Connell, Bob Eberly. 


with 





Jimmy Dorsey, or any band for 
that matter, is in an unenviable spot 
following Glenn Miller’s outfit in this 
room, Miller having set a couple of 
records for draw. However. revard- 
less of what went before, the Cife 
Rouge currently has a siandout cut- 
fit in the Dorsey’s crew. Opening 
Friday (5), he packed the room for 
supper, though dinner was livht, and 
Orrin Tucker’s orchestra and Bonnie 
Baker, who opened coincidentally at 
the Waldorf-Astoria hotel, had to be 
bucked. Dorsey in here for 13 
weeks at least, eight in the down- 
stairs Cafe Rouge and five on the 
roof. Those five stanzzs upstriis 
will have brother Tommy's band as 
opposition on the Astor roof. 


1s 


‘Student Prince’ an unexpected re- aoe A six ——. M inom rhythm 
vival hit in Melbourne tor William- | 829@ five saxes, including his own, 
son-Tait. Overhead light, with a! ™ake up a clean, smartly musical 
incal cast outfit that provides solid dancing or 

Ti D ee ee ey listening fare. They put a hop on 

Inv ougias went in as #nq@ stuff that makes it hard to resist, end 
leader at State. Melbourne, for 


Greater Union. Loop intends mek- 
ing a bid to bring back stage shows. 
A Svdney newspeper and a com- 


‘mercial radio unit running a local | 


talent quest in the nabe_ theatres, 

with prizes amounting to $2,000. Old 

idea is a new Click. 
Fred Blackman 


trying the legit | 
‘Housemaster’ 


(“Bachelor Born’ in; 


run of ‘Tony Draws a Horse.’ Also} 
doing a season of Shukespeare at | 
mats this month. 

Couple of indie interests made en- 
deavor to stuart pic production in 
Perth, Western Australia, but public 
would not fork over uny coin, Pro- 
duction is still at a lew ebb in New} 
South Wales, with Cinesound the 
only unit in active work, | 


yet the arrangements are penned 
with a fine taste for something be- 
sides a rhythmic base for hee)l-flip- 
ping hoppers. However, it was 
noticeable that a goodly portion of 
the menu at this catching was 
primed for the speedier tempos. 
That's a shortcoming that'll be core 
rected in short order. li didn't 
bother a sizable turnout of colleve 


in Paris for spot in ‘Elles Etaient 12) N. Y.) at Minerva, Sydney, following | kids, though the almost exclusive use 


of the stuff the latter Jike mosi made 
it a bit uncomfortable for talk at 
times when caught. 

Helen O'Connell's personality and 
novelty tunes such as ‘Madame 
La Zonga’ set her easily with her 
listeners, though her straight pop 
deliveries are not of the best. Bob 
Eberly’s strong, sure tones go over 
with little trouble. Wood. 
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Literati | 


| 





Nieman Fellowship Winners 


A number of prominent news- 
papermen are among the 15 sflected | 
from 221 applicants in 39 states to 
study at Harvard University as Nie- 
man Fellows in Journalism. ” 

They are Lowell Limpus, political 
editor, N. Y. Daily News; Harry T. 
Montgomery, cable news editor, As- 
sociated Press; John H. Crider, of 
the Washington bureau, N. Y. Times; 
Harry M. Davis, feature writer, N.Y. 
Times; Fred Vanderschmidt, cable 
desk, AP; Arthur D. Eggleston, labor 
columnist, San Francisco Chronicle; 
Nathan G. Caldwell, reporter, Nash- 
ville Tennessean. 

Vance Johnson, managing editor, 
Amarillo (Tex.) Daily News; Charles 
F. Edmundson; editorial writer, St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch; Boyd T. Sim- 
mons, reporter, Detroit News; Will- 
iam J. Miller, reporter, Cleveland 
Press; Ralph J. Werner, assistant 
financial editor, Milwaukee Journal; 
William M. Pinkerton, reporter, 
Washington bureau, AP; Alexander 
Kendrick, book critic, Philadelphia 
Inquirer, and George Chaplin, city 
editor, Greenville, (S.C.) Piedmont. 

The newspapermen selected will 
study at Harvard on leave of ab- 
sence from their papers during the 
next academic year, receiving sti- 
pends comparable to their regular 
newspaper salaries. The fellowships 
were founded with a fund of more 
than $1,000,000 given by Mrs. Agnes 
Wahl Nieman, widow of the founder 
of the Milwaukee Journal. 





St. Loo Newsmen Out on Bond 


Missouri State Supreme Court Jus- 
tice C. A. Leedy, Jr., on Wednesday 
(3) issued a writ of habeas corpus | 
for the release of Ralph Coghlan, | 
editor of the editorial page, and Dan- 
iel R. Fitzpatrick, cartoonist, of the 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch (Pulitzer 
Publishing Co.). Both had been 
fined and sentenced to jail for con- 
tempt by Circuit Judge Thomas J. 
Rowe for editorials and a cartoon 
printed as the outgrowth of the 
whitewashing of John P. Nick and 
State Representative Edward M. 
Brady, defendants of a charge of 
extortion alleged to have been com- 
mitted during a union wage parley 
with local film exhibitors. In a civil 
suit, Nick and Clyde A. Weston, as 
IATSE execs locally had been re- 
moved on the same evidence and or- 
dered to pay $38,000, said to have 
been given them, to the local. 

Coghlan was fined $200 and sen- 
tenced to 20 days while Fitzpatrick 
was slapped with a $100 fine and 10 
days. The daily was fined $2,000. 
After being in ‘constructive custody’ 
for about six hours, Coghlan and 


the mags. As a result, the shift to, 
the unionized Cuneo plant was_ 
adopted as an ace in the hole, SO | 
printing is assured come what may. | 





N. Y. Express Debuts Thurs 

New York Express, weekly, of | 
which Amster Spiro, former city ed | 
of the New York Journal, is editor, | 
makes its initial appearance tomor- | 
row (Thursday) with a complete. 
weekly program listing of all theatres 
in Manhattan, Staten Island and_/| 
Brooklyn. About 100 theatres in | 
Manhattan and 17 in Staten Island 
will be in one edition and 220 the- | 
atres in Brooklyn in another. | 

Plan is to extend coverage to, 
Queens and Bronx starting next 
week. 

Page of foreign news in Spiro’s 
sheet is being handled from New 
York by Burnett Hershey, former 
N.Y. Times correspondent in Paris 
and present secy. of Overseas Press 
Club. Robert ‘Red’ Hershon signed | 
as Hollywood correspondent. 





Felix Morley Becomes College Prez 


Felix Morley, editor of the Wash- 
ington (D.C.) Post, is giving up that 
position to assume the presidency of 
Haverford College, Haverford, Pa. 

The reasons for Morley’s accep- 
tance of the Haverford Post is mixed | 
with sentiment, because he was born 
on the campus of that institution, | 
His father, Dr. Frank Morley, was a' 
math prof there at the time. 

A brother of Christopher Morley, | 
Felix Morley, 46, has been editor of | 
the Post since 1933. He had pre- | 
viously been with the Philadelphia | 
Public Ledger and the Baltimore | 
Sun, serving the latter paper in| 
Europe and in the Far East. 








Life Mag Suit 

An amended complaint of $250,000 | 
was filed yesterday (Tues.) in N. Y. 
supreme court against Time, Inc., by 
Francis L. Corcoran, Anton Bruehl 
and Ira W. Martin. Original action 
was filed in 1939. 

Suit claims infringement of an idea 
for a photo-illustrated news maga- 
zine, together with the plans and 
dummy of the mag, submitted to 
Time by the plaintiffs from June, 
1932, to March, 1934. Life is as- 
serted to be the result of the in- 
fringement. 





Chi Guild Peace Seen 
Settlement of the Chicago Herald- 
American strike is reported immi- 
nent, with only the matter of the 


number of strikebreakers to be re-| 
tained deciared holding up the end | 


of the walkout. 
American Newspaper Guild con- 








Fitzpatrick were released on $500 
bonds to await the habeas corpus 
hearing set for June 5. The fine 
against the paper was stayed by Jus- 
tice Leedy pending the final out- 
come of the case. 





New Long Island Daily 

Projected new daily paper for 
Nassau county, Long Island, N. Y., 
marks the entry of another family of 
great wealth, the Guggenheims, into 
the liberal paper field. Harry F. 
Gu2zgenheim, former ambassador to 
Cuba, has acquired the machinery 
and other equipment of the defunct 
Nassau Daily Journal, Hempstead, 
and will begin publication in about 
a month of the new daily, with his 
wife, the former Alicia Patterson, as 
publisher. 

Another family of wealth to be- 
come publisher of a liberal paper is 
that of George Backer, who, married 
into the Schiff family, last year ac- 
quired the N.Y. Post. Miss Patter- 
son's father is Capt. Joseph Patter- 
son, publisher of the N.Y. Daily 
News. 

Name of the proposed Guggenheim 
paper has not been decided upon as 
yet, but it’s stressed the paper will 
be broadminded. Miss Patterson’s 
previous newspaper experience has 
been as a reporter and, at present, 
book crick of her father’s paper. 





Life’s Lifesaver 

Life mag recently transferred part 
of its press run from the Reuben H. 
Donnelly plant in Chicago to the 
Cuneo Press in Philadelphia. Rea- 
son for this, it was said at the time, 
was to get easier eastern distribution. 
With gradually increasing quantity 
going to Cuneo, however, it is re- 
vealed the reason is more deep- 
seated than suggested. 

Donnelly is biggest and most no- 
torious non-union shop in the coun- 
try, and Life suddenly realized it 
might find itself in‘a terrific jam 
if labor trouble developed either 
within the plant or by refusal of 
union truckers and handlers to carry | 


fidently believes that will be ad- 
justed soon, and that the 16-month- 
old strike will come to an end at 
last, perhaps in less than a week. 





New Pub House in N. Y. 


Charles Ellis Moreau, New Jersey 
newspaper publisher, and _ Effie 
Young, New York literary agent, 
have joined forces to sponsor a new 
book-pubdlishing house, The House of 
Moreau-Young. Offices have been 
established in New York. 

The new firm is now preparing a 
small list of fiction and non-fiction, 
with a novel by Martin Panzer, 
‘Father Knows Better,’ likely the 
first volume to appear under the new 
imprint. 





Pathfinder Won’t Compete 


Emil Hurja is content to let Time 
and Newsweek take the news mag 
readers in the big cities, and the 
publisher of Pathfinder will limit his 
weekly to rural areas after April 6. 

Present guaranteed circulation of 


700,000 as a result of the change, and 
ad rates will be adjusted accord- 
| ingly. 
jected to the big-city duplication 
with the other news mags. 

Pathfinder, now nearly a half- 
century old, was acquired by Hurja 
last summer. 





LITERATI OBITUARIES 


Ted Steinmann, 39, sports editor 
of San Diego 
April 4 of a heart attack while work- 
ing at his desk. 

and owner for the past 20 years of 
the Berkeley (Cal.) Pacific Rural 
Press, died April 2 in that city. 


years editor in chief of the Lewiston | 
(Me.) Evening Journal, died April 2 
in that city. | 

Col. William C. Howells, 52, asso- | 
ciate editor of the Cleveland Plain | 
Dealer, died April 3 in McConnels- | 
ville, O. 





around 1,000,000 will be cut to about | 


Understood advertisers ob-: 


(Cal.) Union, died! 


CHATTER 


The New York Post has decreased 
its capital stock from $3,950,000 to 
$20,000. 

Sheamus O’Sheel has moved down 
from Red Hook, N. Y., to old habitat, 
Greenwich Village. 

Robert Lawrence, of the N.Y. Her- 
ald Tribune music staff, is doing 
three books on music. 

Dunlap Fulton, of the Grosset & 
Dunlap book firm, engaged to wed 
Marjorie Louise Striker. 

Dorothy Hurst adding a New York 
metropolitan edition to her mag, 
Congratulations, in June. 

Wilson Hicks, executive editor on 
Life, scheduled to arrive in New 
York tomorrow (Thursday) from 
Europe, where he has been for the 
last six weeks on a combined vaca- 
tion and business trip. 

C. Raymond Everitt, the Little, 
Brown editor, elevated to exec v.p. 
of that book-publishing house. 

A collection of those verse tales 
told on the air by Pat O’Malley is to 
be brought out in book form by 
Howell, Soskin. 

Dodd, Mead bringing out ‘Our 
Movie Makers,’ book by Irving 
Crump, editor of Boy’s Life, and for- 
mer film scenarist. 

Millard Cope of San Angelo, 
Texas, and associates have bought 
the Denison (Texas) Herald from 
J. L. Greer, publisher. 

Jane Murdock, daughter of Mar- 
cellus M. Murdock, publisher of 
Witchita (Kas.) Eagle, announced 
engagement to Ward Eldon Colwell, 
with United Press in Denver. Mar- 
riage later this ‘spring. 

William Edward Hayes, former 
New York Evening Journal drama 
critic, who wrote under the byline 


| ‘Garrick,’ has resumed work on a 
mystery story for Doubleday tagged | 


‘Murder at Minsky’s. He shelved it 
three years ago when the lid went 
down on burley in New York. 





MARRIAGES 


Laurie Lane to Marion Parsonette, 
Metro. scenarist, March 20, Las 
Vegas, Nev. 

Leonore Kingston to Joseph Conn, 
in Chicago, April 1. Bride is Chi- 
| cago radio actress; he’s an RCA tele- 

vision engineer. 
| Carmen Scanzo to Bob Clifford, in 
Pittsfield, Mass., April 18. Bride is 
of Park and Clifford, vaude. 


Blanche Horton to John Frazer, in 
Hollywood, April 2. He’s an NBC 
announcer in Hollywood. 

Elizabeth Ann Ryan to James 
Crawford Van Trees, in Santa Bar- 
bara, March 24. Bride was Joan 
Bennett’s secretary; he’s cameraman. 

Delores Eudelle Bangston to Roger 
E. Sawyer, at Goldfield, Iowa, 
March 31. Bride in program depart- 
ment of KGLO, Mason City, Ia. He’s 











member of KGLO’s_ engineering 
| staff. 

BIRTHS 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Payne, 


| daughter, in Toledo, April 2. Father 

|is the ‘World Observer’ and an- 

jnouncer at WTOL, Toledo. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Hy Glick, daughter, 
in Hollywood, April 2. 

| Republic studio comptroller. 


Mr. and Mrs. James Stambaugh, 


|son, in Youngstown, O., April 1. 
Father is’ announcer at WFM4J, 
| Youngstown. 


| Mr. and Mrs. Webber Hall, daugh- 
| ter, in Memphis, April 3. Father is 

southern 20th-Fox newsreel camera- 
! man stationed in Memphis. 


Mr. and Mrs. Gali Gali, daughter, 
in New York, April 5. Father is 
Egyptian magician. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
daughter,. in Hollywood, April 5. 
Mother is Kay Hughes, screen act- 
ress, father is Metro photog. 


| Mr. and Mrs. Nat Young, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, April 6. Father 
, is arranger at 20th-Fox. 

Mr. and Mrs. O. L. (Ted) Taylor 
; son, in Amarillo, Texas, April 
Father is president of the Sunshine 
| Broadcasting Co. 

Mr. and Mrs, Edwin 3uescher, s>n, 
| in Cincinnati, April 4. Father is on 
| the WKRC sales staff, Cincy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Fairbanks. 
Jr., daughter, in Los 
| April 8. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Berman, son, 
'in Hollywood, April 6. Father op- 


; erator of an indie circuit in Los 
Arthur Gray Staples, 78, for 21 Angeles. 


Mr. and Mrs. James S. McLaugh- 
lin, daughter, March 18, New York. 
He is legit player; wife writes, Mary 
Haughey professionally. 

Mr. and Mrs. Al Altman, daugh- 
ter, in New York, April 6. Father 
is Metro’s eastern talent executive. 


Father is | 


David Graybill, | 


Angeles, | 


WILLIAM FAVERSHAM 
William Faversham, 173, died 
April 7 of coronary thrombosis in 
Bayshore, L. I. 
Details on page 43. 





JOHN GRIFFITH WRAY 

John Griffith Wray, 52, actor and. 
writer, died April 5 in Hollywood 
after a long illness. As a legit 
player in his younger days, he 
worked in Philadelphia, Chicago, 
New York, London and Los Angeles. 
As a writer, he was co-author of the 
stage play, ‘Nightstick,’ from which 
the picture, ‘Alibi,’ was made. 

Entering pictures in 1929, Wray 
played leading roles in ‘New York 
Nights,’ ‘All Quiet on the Western 
Front,’ and numerous other produc- 
tions. In recent years he had been 
playing character parts. 





FRANCIS HEACOCK 

Francis Heacock, 35, publicist with 
Warners and former newspaperman, 
| died April 5 in Van Nuys, Cal., as the 
result of a motor accident three days 
before. He had been with Warners 
for five years and played a promi- 
nent part in the publicity campaign 
for its recent picture, ‘Virginia City.’ 

Before joining Warners deceased 
had been a reporter in Portland, 
Ore., and later -was connected with 
the Associated Press in San Francisco 
and Los Angeles. Surviving are his 
widow and three children. 





OTTO HIMM 
Otto F. Himm, 47, pioneer motion 
| picture cameraman, died April 2 in 
| North Hollywood following a heart 










IN FOND MEMORY OF 
MY FRIEND 


ARTHUR DENVIR 


WHO DIED APRIL 11, 1939 


JERRY VOGEL 


attack. He entered pictures in 1912 
with the Selig company in Chicago 
and later worked there for Essanay 
and Hearst Newsreel. 

Moving to Hollywood in 1915 
Himm was one of the organizers of 
the cameramen’s local, IATSE, and 
worked in several studios. Surviv- 
ing is his widow, Anna, a film edi- 
tor. 

RUSSELL G. KELLY 

Russell George Kelly, 55, stage 
comedian, and a native of Philadel- 
phia, died of a heart attack at his 
home in Saranac Lake, N.Y., April 
7. He toured with minstrel shows 
and in vaudeville until 1922, when 
| his health failed, and went to Saranac 
Lake about 15 years ago. A brother, 
Richard Kelly, of Philadelphia, sur- 
vives. 
| Kelly was a star of the Frank Du- 








mont Emmett Walsh Minstrel Shows. 
He was instrumental in sponsoring 
many entertainments for tubercular 
| actors and World War veterans in 
the local sanatoria. 





MATTHEW V. CARROLL 

Matthew V. Carroll, 46, treasurer 
and director of the National Theatre 
Supply Co., died April 4 at his home 
in Bronxville, N. Y., after a long 
illness. 

An employe of the accounting firm 
of Price, Waterhouse & Co., he later 
| joined the Gates Auditing Co., in 
| Chicago, and upon formation of Gen- 
|cral Theatres Equipment Corp. in 
| 1926, became treasurer. 

His widow, Mrs. Mildred Carroll, 


and four children survive, 
| 





EDWIN J. (PETE) MUSTILL 

Edwin J. ‘Pete’ Mustill, 82, former 
orchestra leader in Akron, O., died 
| April 2, two months after the cele- 
bration of his 60th wedding anniver- 
sary. He began playing the flute 
and clarinet at the age of 14, and 
{continued as an active musician 
until he was 70. 

At one time the late Frank Pizley, 
| who wrote the ‘Prince of Pilsen,’ was 
‘a member of Mustill’s orchestra. 


_ Widow, daughter and a sister sur- 
| vive. 





| 
RONALD T. HOGAN 

Ronald T. Hogan, 36, for the past 
| five years manager of the Capitol 
| theatre, St. John’s, Newfoundland, 
| died following an operation. 

| Surviving are his mother, two sis- 
| ters and two brothers, one of whom 
is Pat Hogan, manager of the Para- 
mount film exchange, St. John, N. B. 





EARL ASKAM 
Ear! Askam, 41, actor and singer, 
Feaas April 3 in Los Angeles after a 


OBITUARIES 


was currently working in Para- 
mount’s ‘North West Mounted Po. 
lice.’ 

Askam had studied voice in Italy 
and played in numerous stage musi- 
cals before entering pictures. Sur- 
viving are his widow, son and 
brother, Perry Askam, operetta 
player. 





LOUIS S. (LOU) DIAMOND 


Louis S. (Lou) Diamond, 47, died 
suddenly late Friday night (5) in 
New York from a heart attack. He 
was in charge of shorts for Para- 
mount at the hcme office as well as 
over music as president of Famous 
Music and Paramount Music Corp. 
A widow, two sons and three sisters 
survive. 

Details on page 40. 





JOHN CROWLEY 


John Crowley, 78, part owner of 
the Empire, St. John, N. B., and 
president of the Kings of Columbus 
Building Co., owners of the building 
leased to the theatre firm, died re- 
cently in St. John. 

He had also been a member of the 
company operating the Opera House, 
St. John, for several years. One son, 
Rev. W. J. Crowley, of Chipman, 
N. B., survives. 





HENDERSON N. WHITE 

Henderson N. White, one-time 
cornetist and prez of H. N. White, 
one of country’s major manufac- 
tufers of band instruments, died in 
Cleveland March 30 from a heart 
attack. 

Born in Romeo, Mich., he came to 
Cleveland 45 years ago, played in a 
band, published music under name 
of White & Berg and organized his 
instrument factory in 1900. 
| GORDON MORRIS 

Gordon Morris, 41, actor-writer, 

died April 7 in Hollywood after a 
| lingering illness. After 20 years on 
| stage and in pictures, he turned his 
hand to writing, authored for screen 
many originals, including ‘Six Hours 
to Live’ and ‘Under Pampas Moon’, 

Surviving are widow, mother and 
two brothers, Chester and Adrian, 
both actors. 








GUS RINGER 
Gus Ringer, 73, partner in the 
Popkin-Ringer theatre chain in Los 
Angeles, died in that city Saturday 
(6). 
He is survived by a daughter and 
two sons, both with the circuit. 





GUY PERKINS 
Guy Perkins, 57, for the past 30 
years a vaude agent in Chicago with 
Western Vaudeville and RKO, died 
suddenly of a heart attack April 5. 
Further details in vaude section. 





PRESTON L. KING 
Preston L. King, 87, former circus 
acrobat, died April 2 at his home in 
Whitehall, N. Y. 
Survivors include a daughter, son 
and brother. 





THE ‘POP’ CAMERONS 

Charles T. (‘Pop’) Cameron, 67, 
and his wife, 58, were found dead 
March 31 in a rented automobile 
near Boynton, Fla., where they had 
been operating a lunchroom. Ver- 
dict was suicide by carbon monoxide 
gas. 

Details on page 2. 





Edward M. Lacy, 62, chief checker 
for Metro, died in Receiving Hos- 
pital, Detroit, as a result of injuries 
received in an automobile accident. 
He was former head of Michigan's 
Spanish War Veterans. Leaves 
widow and son. 

B. F. Willie, 61, theatre employe, 
died in San Antonio April 4 after a 
two-month illness. He was the 
father of Raymond Willie, former 
San Antonio city manager for Inter- 
state and now general manager for 
key cities of the Interstate circuit. 





Jack Russell, 32, circus employe, 
died April 5 in Prescott, Ariz., after 
being clawed by two lions. He was 
attacked while removing a child who 
was standing too close to the cage. 





Jack Knight, prop man, died April 
2 of peritonitis in Hilo, Hawaii, 
where he had been working with Ed- 
ward Small’s ‘South of Pago Pago’ 
location unit. 

- Mother, 89, of Al and Charles 
Christie, comedy picture producers, 
died April 6 in Beverly Hills. 





Charles Thornton, 27, Los Angeles 
theatre operator, died in L. A., April 





heart attack while playing golf. He 


6, following a heart attack. 
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Ringling Circus Opening 


Continued from page 2 





ue 


really three acts, in that many 
cages, Court naturally being in the 
center ring. In the other cages are 
May Kovar and Frederic Olsen, both 
pupils of Court and both excellent 
irainers, Miss Kovar_ especially 
drawing atention. Each has an as- 
sistant within the cages, 

Court works his cats without the 
ysual racket of pistol shots, and 
sc do the others. They use whips 
and thin poles. There are three 
separate routines in the Court turns, 
each having illuminated finales. 
Court specializes in the more feline 
of wild beasts, such as black and 
spotted leopards, pumas and pan- 
thers. Those animals move with the 
giace not possessed. by lions, tigers 
and bears used in the other cages. 
Little doubt that Court’s outfit is 
the most elaborate animal turn ex- 
iant and one of the costliest. Un- 
derstood that when offered Ameri- 
can engagements before, Court made 
the price prohibitive, around $7,000 
weekly. Because of the war he 
compromised. Act runs 30 minutes 
and: there is no intention of slicing 
that eye-filling interlude. 


Elly Ardelty Clicks 


Second of the ‘first time in Amer- 
ica’ acts to click is Elly Ardelty, Po- 
lish high trap artist and a looker. 
Audience simply paid no attention 
to the girl groups on ladders and 
other rigging. Mlle. Ardelty’s rou- 
tine finales with a head balance on 





ihe bar and the explosion of a cam- | 
eraman’s light bulb opening night 


zIlmost caused her to miss. 
Immediately following is the jug- 
gler, Massimilliano Truzzi, a tall 
fellow, whom the announcer rated 
on a par with Rastelli. He isn't, 
though selling his stuff well. 
is one of the overtime turns. 


Truzzi | 
Part | 


. Cristiani troupe, working the center | 
Lucio’s back full-twister from | 


| Yacopis 








the motorcycle dangling and turning 
in the air, brought a gasp. Curious 
thing is that the Albanis have 
played many a fair and in the sticks 
but not in the big show. 
Yacopis’ Difficult Trick 

Claimed to be the first time, the 
pulled a_ five-man high 
somersault from the teeter board, 
The leap takes a fraction of a sec- 
ond, but took a lot of preparation, 
mainly because the jumper wanted 
nets for protection and somebody 
forgot to bring them in. Aiding in 
the stunt are the Gauchos, a sturdy 
bunch of acrobats with a routine 
similar to the Yacopis. There are 
four turns in the display, all pulling 
a somersault to the padded chair. 








Also there are the Akimotos, a Jap 
act with a different routine. 

Another Japanese solos as a 
thriller, Mei Fu climbing to the 
gallery on a rope by means of 
toe grips, then sliding backwards to 
the sawdust. On the tightwire, 
Hubert Castle has that department 
to himself. Stew bit is okay, but 


‘his back somersault through a hoop 


rates him among the unusual. The 
Fernandos, who run down an in- 
cline and somersault over the backs 
of elephants, are again present and 
work solo. Elephant turns are a 
fixture, best stunt being the finale 
when the mammals range around 
the track and place forefeet on the 
back of the preceding animal. Wal- 
ter McClain is the trainer. Douglas 
Whyte, with basketball dogs, an im- 
port, is not so good. 

A standout, as last season, is the 


solo. 
one horse to another is daredevil 
stuff and Belmonte is a whiz, too. 


| The most effective feats of the Cris- 


of the routine stands out, but Bob | 


Ripa, who was at the Roxy last week 
is rated a more skillful performer. 
Show people present in the Garden 
got the idea that Truzzi milked the 
audience. 

Show lagged 
menage or high 


badly during the 
school display. It 
started brightly, with phaetons cir- 
cling the track, carriages carrying 
girls in summery dress, that part 
being billed ‘An Afternoon in The 
Bois.’ Instead of individual riders 
in menage, the girls appeared in 
ensemble, dressed a la _ Scarlett 
C’Hara, indicating the ‘Gone With 
the Wind’ motif. Ella Bradna astride 
® pure white Arabian stallion and 


| 
| 


, Ways commanded all eyes. 


tiants are a five-man leap to a sitting 
posture on a circling horse, and a 
four-man leap standing up. New 
trick is a leap to bareback, with the 
jumper carrying a _ racing sulky, 
which is evidently paper weight. 





Fivers went on at 12:25 and as al- | 


center again are the Concellos. This 
season Antoinette is the feature and 


| her top stunt is a two and one-half, 


gowned in black velvet for contrast | 


was in the center ring for a time. 

Same display brings on Roberto de 
Vasconcellos, who works his fine 
horse, Belmonte, into a lather with 
the most difficult of side and trick 
steps, without the use of spur 
whip. Seems like the edge is taken 
off by Los Aserveras-Konyot, a trio 
of Czechoslovakian riders. Their 
routine is similar, but not as ef- 
fective, and is on too long. 

Slow Equine Bit 

Another time-waster came in with 
the Jiberty horse display, there be- 
ing three troupes. In the center 
ring is Tex Elmlund, who told the 
Norths he could back every horse of 
his enlarged liberties out of the ring 
one by one and proceeded to do so, 
onlookers being plenty bored. Reg- 
wjar routines of the liberties are 
ckay and seem part of the circus, 
but that backing out business was 
one of the cuts ordered immediately 
afier the show. Then there came 


or | 


Arturo of the high wire, who has | 


ic be toted aloft in a sphere, 
emerging as Pagliacci. As the clown 
in a Wallenda turn he formerly 
served very well, but is on too late 
in this show and also takes up too 
much time. His wire walking while 
blindfolded and in a sack is un- 
usual, 

Among the first-timers is a two- 
act billed as Rol Rola, the man be- 
ing a dark-skinned athlete from 
Martinique. Turn is unique, he bal- 


ancing on a board atop a roller, | 


with the girl the topmounter. Stunt 
has been seen before, but not in 
fuch finished form, Showing here 
for the first time, too, are Adrianna 
#nd Charley, acrobatic trampoline 
act. Man of the duo is not as funny 
és he thinks, but is an excellent 
performer. Ease with which he 
bounds to handstands, with the girl 
catching, is graceful. New and 
working at the same time is the 
Lopez trio, a bar act which pulls 
Some original st iff. 

Among the thrillers the nod goes 
'© the Albanis, working higher than 
any other turn. Rigging 
Sort of track around which a motor- 
cycle draws the balance of the ap- 
peratus upon which are two girls and 
@ boy. Finale, which has the rig- 


includes | 


ging #pparently falling apart, with | 


which means a leg catch. Still 


aerial performance is tops. Flying 


Randolls and Comats, on the ends, 


also turn in crack routines. 

Clowns are used often to kill some 
of the waits. There are new ideas, 
such as ‘Pinocchio,’ while other 
grotesques liven up their appear- 
ances. Stunt of an endless number 
of clowns emerging from an auto- 
mobile is still their funniest contri- 
bution. 





Bills Next Week 


Continued from page 40 








june Collins _Old Shay Gardens 
(Gay _ 90's) Etzi Covato Ore 
Dorothy Nesbitt Peter Higgins 
Hotel Roosevelt Novelle & Nola 
Tdlers 5 Redhexads 


Hotel Schenley Bill Dougias 


; 2 Desn Sayre 
wpobibagd sd Ore Dick Smith 
Pexgy } conan Gmiaes 
Hotel Wm. Penn a 
(Chatterbox) Jimmy Gamble Ore 
rl Juv Loring 
Lang Thompson Or) Chuck Miller 
Peggy Nolan . 
Foo Martin Pines 
Chuck Eaton Rav Englert Ore 
(Continental Bar) Plava Cafe 
Billy Catizone Jimmy Peyton Ore 
Harry Martin lbewey Moon 
Johnny Fritz Bonnie Kovle 
Al Dil.ernia Thompson Sis 
New Penn Silver Cyclones 
Johnny Wiles Ore Ray Curran 
Burt Layton Riviera 
Lillian Lee Billy Miller Ore 


lav Joonmsen 


Vacht Club 


In the | 





‘use an X-ray 
| of 


Circus Sidelights 
Every press photographer snapped 
George Jessel and Lois Andrews who 
sat in a box for the opening per- 
formance. They left before the 


show was over to attend the Catholic 
Actors shindig. 





Bobby Warriner hurt foot working | 
an elephant act and limped off, but 
she later appeared in the jumps. 
One of-the Cristianis had the wind 
knocked out of him during their 
acrobatic turn, billed as the Ortans. | 
Act abruptly terminated and he was 
carried off. 





Fred Bradna, red-coated eques- 
trian director, climbed a ladder to 
present flowers to a woman seated 
in an end arena box. Couldn't toss 
the nosegay high enough. 





Program clearly identifies acts ap- 
pearing over here for the first time. 





{ 
! 
| 
! 
| 


Estelle Butler, daughter of Roland, | 
is riding standing Roman race this | 
season. 





‘Return of Marco Polo.’ the open- | 
ing spec, gets top billing. Painted ; 
sign featuring ‘Marco’ on side of 


Longacre building cost $600 for the! policy changed. 


rights, plus cost of removal. 





Gargantua, the gorilla, is also 
prominently billed on outdoor paper, 
but like last season is kept with the 
menagerie in the basement, instead 
of being trundled around the arena. 





Publicity staff is the same as last 
season, with Roland Butler in charge. 
Story men are Frank Braden. and 
Gardner Wilson: Allen J. Lester, 
contractor; F. Beverley Kelly and 
Francis Morrissey, radio; ‘Sunny’ 


Dean, photographer: Arthur R. Hop- | 
per, outdoor advertising. | 





Executive staff: George W. Smith, 
general manager: Fred C. DeWolfe, 


treasurer; J. F. Reddy, Jr., counsel; | 


Herbert Duval, adjuster; J. C. Dona- 
hue, traffic: Pat Valdo, personnel 


, till director; William J. Conway and Al 
claimed no other girl does the trick. | 


Art Concello was the act's feature, | 
but passes up the triple, though his 


Butler, advance contracting agents. 





Thelma’s Fawdown 
Lynchburg, Va., April 9. 


Baby 


‘Baby Thelma’ Williams, 17, who. 


sags the scales at 619 pounds, fe) 
while attending a film show in 
Roanoke and came near bringing 
down the house. 


Ankle sprain put her in hospital, 
delaying her arrival at Madison 
Square Garden where she will join 
the Ringling outfit. Doctors had to 
to determine nature 
sprain because Baby Thelma’s 
ankle is too big to be examined the 
ordinary way. 

She is Calif., 


from Sacramento, 


and a high schoo) senior. 


' spee to think 
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competition between them. 


worrying about each other, both} 
will have the ‘American Jubilee’ 


about as b.o. compe- 
tish. 

The growing rift between Todd 
and Rose is said to be due to Rose's 
own dickering for the former Little 
Old New York site. plus the fact that 
the Opry House's mellers. with beer 
and pretzels, figure to cut into the 
Barbary Coast's potentialities. 


Last year, Rose plugged Todd's 
‘Mikado’ over the Aquacade’s p.a. 
i system, with Todd also ballyhooing 
the water show directly across the 
way. There'll be no such logrolling 


Sherry Grav 
: : H Middleman Orc 
Nixon Cafe Jackie Heller 
Al Marsico Ore leanny White 
Bob Carter Nearly Twins 
Clem tHiillues Shirley Heller 
loe Tio Sophisticated € 
latasha & Lawr'ce Sky-Vne | 
(6 Manhattans 
Angelo Li Palma Marty Gregor Ore 


Helen Young | 


Nut House 
Union Grill 


Jim Buchanon 


Harry Nosohkoft Art Yarello 

Bishop Bros Frank Natale 

Whacky Wasne Mike Sundretio 

Joe Klein Webster Hall | 

Alice Brooks Ore » Michele Bertoia | 
Andy's ' Gladys Martin 

Irving Jacobs Week Keating 

Altee & Hite Girl Friends (38) 

Chickie Labelle Prison inn 


Kllen Vargo 
Ken Greene Ore 


Club Miami 
Jack Terry 
Curley Brooks 
Revuers ¢6) 


Abel Barbuio 
Freddie Jerome Res 
Renua's 

Joe Varrone 
Jackie Lord 
Helen Foster 
Kitty King 
Ginger Lawrence 
benny Boone 


Greenwich Village 


Anton Cotton Cre 


Marre & Anita Mevreisvy's Ore 
Retty Rhodes Syracuse Hotel 
lov Kdwerds 
Kay Costelle Dick Stabile Ore 
‘ Shitley Gave 
Kenmore Ralph Faye 


Theda Ley Gicbetrotters (4) 


this s@€ason, 

Promise of a brighter amusement 
section, which incidentally is being 
cut down to more reasonable walk- | 
ing distance, has resulted in rush for | 


concession sites and around 95° of 
available space is set. 
There doubtlessly will be a few 


more shifts in show lineups and in 
actual management of certain spots 
on the midway before opening time, 


but as it now shapes up there 
, will be more name _ shows, few- 
er outright nudie exhibits and 


| back of absence of interest in this 
‘type of attraction. 

Reason for the fair pushing 
through contracts so rapidly this, 


more villages. What nudity there is 
will be kept away from every mid- 
way visitor by spotting them inside 
villages. Fact that girl shows which 
depended on undrapery for appeal 
made no coin last year is reported 





was tied down with red tape and 
split authority, and Frank ‘Doc’ 
Sheehan are contracting the mid- 
way pacts under Harvey D. Gib- 
son’s personal supervision. Villages 
are being handled by Peggy Hum- 
phrey, aide to Lincoln G. Dickey 
at the Aquacade last season, and Al 
Schaefer, who managed the Old New 
York Village in 1939. Currently they 
are concerned with Sun Valley, The 
Campus and Old New Orleans, a re- 
York Village in 1939. 


Amusement Conirol Board, a re- 
curring headache last year, became 
a thing of the past after the '39 ex- 
position shuttered, and is not likely 
to be revived. 

Shortening the White Way 


Work in shortening the Grent 
White Way already is evident to 
early spring visitors to the fair. 


| Victoria Falls is being torn down. 


The Crystal Palace, nearby, and fac- 
ing the old Parachute Tower site, 


| is scheduled to be moved to a bei-. 


ter location, and possibly the show's 
Also the Crystal 
Lassies is out. The Cuban Village, 
which failed to endure in '39, also is 
coming down to make way for the 
dressing rooms for the vast audi- 
torium housing the ‘American Jubi- 
lee.’ 

With the old Wild West site 
cleared away, all the space from the 
south gate to the entrance to ‘Amer- 
ican Jubilee’ will probably be used 
for additional parking. Entrance 
to the ‘Jubilee’ show is near Sun 
Valley. Auditorium will seat about 
| 7,000. Initial framework already is 
| Soing up for the stage and dressing 
rooms. 
| Jack Sheridan will reshuffle his 
| Magazine Models girls but again will 
| pose nudes and add no dancers. He 
' will be at his old stand opposite Olid 
New Orleans, Heineken’s Zuider Zee 








| mer location. 

| Frank Buck is bringing back his 
Jungleland show and village, but has 
added new animals and acts. It was 
{one of the few 1939 moneymakers. 
|Glass Blowers will return with 
Thomas A. Wolfe in charge. 

The Parachute Tower is being dis- 
maniled and shortly will start going 
‘up on a site at the rear of Ballan- 
tine’s Inn, close by the Independent 
Subway entrance to the midway. 

Workman were driving piles for its 
base tower this week. 
Gest Back 

Morris Gest has signatured for his 
midgets’ Miracle Town, at the same 
location near the subway entrance 
that he had last year. ‘Strange As It 
Seems’ won’t be around, but Robert 
Ripley’s ‘Believe It Or Not’ show, 
which was unable to come to terms 


Morris 


last season, was set last week with 
Fronk Zambreno in charge. 
‘Extasie’ auditorium, which also 


earlier housed the Amazons, will get 
a girl show, but likely under a new 
|management. The Campus, which 
' goes into the spot formerly occupied 
by Merrie England, will be a giant 
dance auditorium, filling a want that 
was felt last year. 

A huge ski-jump and outdoor win- 
ter sports arena, considered for the 
long stretch near Dali's Dream of 
Venus, apparently has been aban- 
doned because it is too costly. Gard- 
ner Display Co. and William Morris, 
Jr., likely will be back at the Dream 
of Venice site without any Dali hook- 
up, and with a new show. 

Dufour & Rovgers, 
up for smaller concessions, 
have one or more restaurants. They 
expect have ‘Nature's Mis- 
takes’ and ‘We Humans,’ two exhibits 
they ran last season. 

The Llama Temple, which weather- 
ed the severe winter, is still a ques- 
tion mark but may be in again be- 
cause it made good the second year 
at Chicago. The Seminole Village is 
out and so is the Arctic Girl show. 
The Archery Lodge is scheduled for 
a second showing. 

There will be no Tony Sarg En- 
chanted Forest and the fair is for- 
getting about the elaborate Chil- 
dren’s World. Instead, individual at- 
tractions may be operated in part of 
this area, with several already near 
| the signing point. 

Actual count this week revealed 
that there probably will be more 
rides than last year. Also the mid- 
way likely will have more cafes and 
eating places, and additional penny 
arcades and shooting galleries. One 
recent addition is a 5-and-10c restau- 
rant near the new Parachute Tower 
site, 


already signed 


aiso Will 


also to 


| Ringling Bros. 


restaurant and grill will be at its for-- 


* workers. 


Strike vs. Ringling Circus Hypoes 
AGVA-CCFRIU Jurisdictional Dispute 


+ 





year is centralization of control.’ with Ralph Whitehead’s Circus 
|Gecrge Smith, vet of last year who P i 


Carnival, Fairs and Rodeo Interna- 
tional Union still picketing the 
circus at Madison 
Square Garden, N. Y., the jurisdic- 


| tional situation between that union 


and the American Guild of Variety 
Artists remains completely unsettled. 
AGVA has made several open ges- 
tures toward taking over the circus 
workers involved, but Hoyt Had- 
dock, executive-secretary of the 
union, declares he has no intention 
of admitting roustabouts or unskilled 
laborers to his organization. 

Matter of AGVA’s intentions is 
likely to have an important bear- 
ing on the situation. The union's 
parent organization, the Associated 
Actors & Artistes of America, con- 
sidered the question yesterday 
(Tuesday), voting to take in certain 
classifications of workers. Accord- 
ing to Haddock, AGVA does not 
want representation over the work- 
ers not necessary to protect the per- 
former jurisdiction. According to 
him, there is such a wholesale and 
rapid turnover in the labor groups 
of circus employees that no union 
can satisfactorily regulate the situ- 
ation. 

However, during the picketing of 
the circus last week by the White- 
head union, AGVA handed out cir- 
culars urging non-performer employ- 
ees not to participate in the strike 
and stating that ‘many workers have 
asked us to represent them in col- 
lective bargaining negotiations with 
their management.’ AGVA signed a 
contract with John Ringling North, 
head of the circus, covering the per- 
formers in the show. While White- 
head's pickets were stationed out- 
side, reports from within the circus 
were to the effect that the workers 
were forming their own union and 
intended applying to the AFL for a 
charter. Also reported that AGUA 
is considering taking over the new 
union, called the American Federa- 
; tion of Indoor and Outdoor Circus 
and Carnival Workers, lest it othere 
wise go CIO. 

Refuse to Dicker With CCFRU 

Whitehead’s strike against the cir- 
cus came after several days of fruit- 
less efforts to negotiate with North. 
Management refused to dicker with 
Whitehead until he offered proof 
that he represents a majority of the 
Union tacitly admits it 
has no such majority, but claims 
that during the winter North re- 
placed all the experienced deck- 
hands with green men. While the 
picketing was going on, Whitehead 
and the management issued a series 
of conflicting statements regarding 
the progress of the strike, but im- 
partial observers agreed that the 
show was proceeding without dif- 
ficulty. 

Matthew Woll, one of the most 
powerful figures in the executive 
council of the AFL, walked through 
the picket line to attend the circus 
opening Friday night (5). White- 
head asserted that in doing so, Woll 
must have been trying to adjust the 
dispute. But Woll explained that 
he did not see any pickets and was 
unaware that a strike was in prog- 
He failed to explain how he 
had happened to miss reports of the 
matter in the dailies, or whether 
anvone had mentioned it to him. 

Regarding the letter written by 
Frank Gillmore, Four A’s president, 
to the AFL last January, stating 
that the parent union had instructed 
AGVA not to take in circus workers, 
it was stated by AGVA leaders that 
William A. Green’s action in issuing 
a charter to Whitehead had com- 
pletely altered the situation. AGVA 
execs claim that Whitehead was dis- 
credited in the Four A’s probe of 
the AFA last summer and that his 
entry into the picture can only lead 
to inter-union strife. 


They assert they have proof that 
Whitehead intends to use his circus 
and carny workers’ charter to take 
over the performer end of the busi- 
ness. They explain that because the 

; workers outnumber the performers 
in that field, the latter would always 
tend to be at the mercy of the for- 
mer. Futhermore, it’s declared 
many of the circus employees are 
not readily classifiable, since some 
might be rated as both performers 
and workers. Haddock sent a 
blistering letter on the entire situa- 

,; tion to Green yesterday (Tuesday) 
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WALDORF-ASTORIA, NEW YORK ORPHEUM, MINNEAPOLIS 
OPENED APRIL 5 $24,000... WEEK MAR. 22 


PALMER HOUSE, CHICAGO CHICAGO, CHICAGO 
11 RECORD WEEKS FROM JAN. 4 $54,000 ... WEEK MAR. 29 


Keds K x0 Niglebas 


LUCKY STRIKE’S YOUR HIT PARADE VARIETY CLU B, MILWAUKEE 
CBS SATURDAYS 9 P. M. E.S.T. $6,530.85... MON., FEB. 26 
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COLUMBIA RECORDING CORP. 


{ “ALICE BLUE GOWN” 
NEWEST RELEASE +35440 “IRENE” 











EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT — Re PERSONAL MGT. ‘TED NICHOLAS 


“MUSIe CORPORATION OF ameniea 


~~ LONDON ° NEW YORK = CHICAGO * SAN FRANCISCO « BEVERLY HILLS « CLEVELAND ¢ DALLAS « ATLANTA 


EIGHT OFFICES TO SERVE YOU, EACH oFtice A COMPLETE UNIT IN ITSELF 
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